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PREFATORY NOTE. 



The Editon of the K&rth Ammitan Itmiew would, onder the dfcattuieee, I hmve so reMoo 
to doubt, hmre opened its coltunnt to m repiT to the mrtide thmt has led to the prep er mtioa oC 
the following: ststement. Bat its length hms forbidden my askinir fuch m fiiTor. 

All interested in the department of American literature to which the Historical MAOAxnrB 
belongs, mnst appreciate the ability with which it is conducted, and the Imborions and indefat- 
igable zeal of its Editor, in collecting and placing on its pages, leyood the reach ofobliT- 
ion and loss, the scattered and perishirg materials necessary to the elnddation of histories] 
and biographical topics, whether relating to particniar localitiea or the country at large; and 
it was as gratifying as unexpected to receiTC the proffer, without limitation, of the use of that 
publication for this occaaioe. 

The spirited dii^cussion. by earnest ncbolars. of special questions, althouffh occasionally assum- 
ing the aspect of controTersy, will be not only tolerated but welcomed by liberal mindi. Liet 
champions arise, in all nections of the Republic, io defend their lespectiTe rightful claims to 
share in a common glorious inheritance and to inscribe their eereral records in our Annala. 
Feeling Hie deepest interest in the Historical. Antiquarian, and Genealogical Societies of Massa- 
chusetts, and yieldinir to none in keen sensibility to all that concerns the ancient honors of the 
Old Bay State and New England, generally. T rejoice to witness the j^irit of a commemomtiTe 
age kindling the public mind, erery where, in the Middle, Western and Southern Statea. 

The couresy extended to me is < Tidencr that wVile. by a jealous scrutiny and. sometimes, per- 
haps, a sharp conflict, we are reciprocallv imposing checks upon loose exsggerations and oTer- 
weening pretensions, a comprehensive good feeling predominates orer all ; truth in its purity ia 
getting eliminated ; and characters snd occurrences, in all parts of the country, brought under 
the clear light of justioe. 

The aid I have received, in the following discussion, frtfta the publications and depositories of 
historical associarions and the contributions of individuals, like Mr. Goodell, Doctor Moore, and 
others, engaged in procuring from the mother country and preserving all original tracts and 
documents, whenever ^ound. belonging to our Colonial period, den^onstrate the importance of 
such efTorta, whether of Societies or single persons. In this way, our history will stand on a solid 
foundation, and have the lineaments of complete and exact truth. 

Notwithstanding the distance from the place of printing, owing to the fkithfhl and intelligent 
overright of the superintendent of the press and the vigilant care of the compositors, but few 
errori, I trist, will be found, beyond what are merely literal, and every reader will unconscioua- 
ly, or readily, eorreei for himaaUl C. W. U. 

SaUEIC, MAMACBVnfTCL 
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SALEM WITCHCRAFT AND COHONJIATHEE. 



txTBOimcnoH. 

An article in TKe North Ameriain Betiea. tor 
April, 1809, is mostly dcrottd to a notice of the 
work pulilislied by me, in 1807, entitled Salem 
Witehent/t, aith an aceount of SaUm Village; \ .^ 
attd a hittory of opinion! oa tcitrJierafl and kin- 
dred tvljtet: If the article bad contained criti- 
ciuDH, in the "u.«ual style, merely affecting the 
diaracter of tbat work, in a Jitcmry point of 
Tiew, no other dnty would have devolved a|>OD 
me, than carefully to consider and respectfully 
heed its supgrationa. But it roiaca questioDs of 
an historical nature tbat seem to demand a re- 
sponse, cither acknonlcd(;ing tbo correclncaa of 
its stfltementa or indicating my own. 

The cbaractcr of tbe Pfcnodical in wkich it ap- 
nean; Ibi' manner in which it was heralded by 
ramor^ long before ita publicalioo; ita drcala- 
\ tion, since, in a separate pumphlet turm ; and the 
' extent to wliich, in certain qnartera, iU assump- 
tions have been endoreed, make a reply impeis- 



Dian w 



The subject to whidi it relates ia of acknowl- 
edged inttrest and importance. The Wilcbcraft 
Delusion ot 1002 bus justly arrested a wider no- 
Uce, and probably alnajs wilL thsn any otlwr 
occurrence iu tlie early colonial birtory of thii 
country. It presents plienouiena in tha realm of 
onr spiritual nsture, Ijelonging to that higher de- 
partment of phjsiologj-, known as Psychology, 
of the erenlcst momtnt : nud illnilrales the ope- aili 
retiuna of the imnj^inntion u|H<n tlte iiassions and ' - - 
facilities in immediate connection wilh it, and the 
peril* to wliich the aoul nnd society are thereby 
eip<^, io a manner more striking, startling and 
lltsCrnctive thnn is elsewhere to l>e found. For 
all rwsons, truth and jostiie require of Ibosr 
who venture to explore and i>ortray it, the ut- 
most eflurta to elucidate ita passagta nod delineate 



est felt in the subject ; and'iiALtNnelf of Ibe ^ 
opportunity, tendered to me itiptuqraolidtatiOB 
and to a mont lilxiral t|iirit, by tlic* p|^t|lrietor of 
tbia tlHgazine, to meet tlic obligalion&iri^ bia- 
torical tniih and justice im|Kwe. '!'•'% 

Tlic )irinri[ral diargc, and it is rri)fBtfl.4j ,• 
inumeRiblu forms Ihrnugh Ibe sixty odd piijrea..' 
_f the artirlc in Ihe JW(S Amerienn. is tliat K, ^i 
have misreprcecnted the part borne by Cullon • , 
llatbcr in the proceedings connected with the 
Witchcraft Delusion nnd pn«crutiulu>, in I0B2. 
Tnrions other ciinijilainis are made of inaceuncy 
and anfaimcra, jmrtiCDlarly in reference to the 
IHHitiuu of Increnne Mather nnd the codtw of the 
Boston Minister! of that |>erind. generally. Al- 
thou^'b Ihc discuB»iOD. to which I now ask atten- 
tion, may npih-ar, at fiint view, to relate to quc«- 
tiuna mtrcly personal, it will be found. I think. 
to lead to an tiploraticm of the literatnre and 
prevnleut icplinicnis, relating to religious iind 
philosopliical subjects, of thiit period ; and. also, 
of an instniclivc pontage in the jiublie history of 
Ihc Proviuce of Hassochusetts Bay. 

prtipoBc l"i>rcscni ihcBuiiject more fnlly 
I rcquiri.'d, or would Inve been appropri- 
ly work on WitchcrafL 



L the fi^st ])lacB, I venture to say that it 
Cirtlnu Muj I i cr. did more thim anj other p i 



With^ 



criticftms that may be ofTerod u|iua my Imok, 
without T^rd to their penonal cliaracta i* 
iMuiBK, a* coDtinoing wd beigfatening tlie iattt- 




iitier, in the bffflBBilag of the Sixth Bonk 
if the Magnaiia Ckntti Avmritana, refers to an 
attempt made, alnnt Ibe year 1 8S8, "aDiunjj some 
divines nf no little figure throughout En^lnnd 
and Ireland, fur tlie faithful registering uf re- 
mnrkable providence*. But, aliH," liowj*, " it 
came to nothing that was rcmBrkablc. The 
like holy design," he cuntinuos, "waa,bythe 
RcTcrend Increase Mather. pru|ios«l among 
' the ^vincs of New England, in tbe year ISBI, 



*■ at a ijeiicnd tiHxlin);[ u( I linn ; wIhi ibCTTUimn 
•■df^rcd bim to l«i^n snil piuMish «n E^My ; 
'• uhidi he did in kliille while ; bot Ihcre-wilhal 
" dcdarrd l'-»l lie did it only «s s f|i«Hmen of ■ 
*'Urgcr nilnnw, in hniict that tiiii vork bting 
'■ (et UD foiit, jmrtfritr wnuld go on irilh it," 
CnUun 31atiiFr did p> nil with it, immcdialel^ 
BjKio liM mlnnrE hi llw roinictry ; and bj IlH-ir 
pmrliiB;;. jiuidiraliuni. cumci>ondence ■( homt 
mkI >l)niai1. aud tlw ii^ncncc of tbrir leaming, 
tilml^ indosln', and It'll in the vurk, thcfe Ivo 
men |>n>oiii<nl'lbc iii^rj^ccnf ■ |Mwion fur the 
mnni-loUK and iwfutAqu, and irliat tnu deemed 
prrlemHluml, ,v<fnritl, and dialmliral. Ihrnogh- 
- ■ ■■ ' ' ■■■--■tof Ibe (•pople, in EoglanilAt 



ing it, u tbe ■{)edal duty of Miniilci* of llie J 
Gn^iel, lo obtain and pit»crve knowledge of no- 
table occnmncn. deKribed Diidcr the general 
bead of " Jtemarl'ablet," and clacsified aa ful- 

''^Tbe tbinfis to be citormed memnnble are, 
"(9|>Mialir, uUuDiuuai ai^idt'nta; in Ilia bea(- 
^'cn, or evtli, ur water; all wonderful de- 
"liverancet uf the diitrtncd ; mcrcici to tbe 
"itodly; jud^rnwnta to tbe wicked; and more 
"^Inriout fDlfllmeoti of eilher (lie prmniaea or 
"uie thrtalcnings, in the Scri|>tum al truth; 
" irilb «|>|Mril)«n*, pneseninni. incbantmenta, 
" and all rxtraordinar? tliingi wherein tbe exi»- 
"tencc and agency of the inTi%iliIe world ii ni 



Alln 



1, ina> 



Ihii 



lie adilrmed to th« " President and Fel- 
lows" of Ilarrard College. 
Thefiiat iriirle ie as fi'llows : "To observe 
■nd n'cord (he more illiistnims discoTcric?a of 
mimrt — d tiMe. and drtlirone the ita«oa.i Thrv ■'liie Divine Protidtnce, in tite goveminent of 
anrkfuanddij lHinorllielHrniliiTf of l l Li liicti»il.j"llie world, is a design so holj, so useful, (o 
' juMlj approTcd, that llie too general neglect of 
' of it in the Churdies of Qod, is ts justly to lie 
'Inniented." It is im])nrtant (o consider this 
m^agc in connection with that ostd by Cutton 
lulliiT, ino|>eniiig ibi^ Sixth Biwk of the JT'i^na- 
n : " To regard the illustriiius dicplaj-a of that 
Providence, whi-rewilh our Lord Christ goT- 
crns the world, is a work than which there ia 
none more needful or oicful for a CHirislian; 1 

Jl > 'I 'I A '. Jli "^IIIIL " t f — .1 *" "^otd llicm ia a work than which none J 

Sjit^fl-f "^ rti.i..li>»i flfSirtfSL wlH Tl- """e t« "^ "more proper for a Ministirj and perhaps Ibc I 
Yfl^ in rim IVilrSfran DrlnsM, I do not say '" great QoTeranr of Ih •" '" -" ' ' ■ 



. __ -rilj - Ihc iinii;,'iniili.m , fill llip mind « 

' rilili- apiihrretmiitiF, de^lbde tbe geneni intril% * 

«WWMd tute, a>iddrtlir>>nethenn«oa>i Thrv ' 

Inrkeu and dishonor l lie IHrniliire of lln l iieri.«l. 

r.-hish'onrirm can l-e (a.nd in the Siltli^«k ' 

of tlie ilajntlia, Th> i-ffi-mi nf atfr b pnhUr* ' 

- i^y dtvi ■ -' -■ =-■ —' ■ 




re cul|lltWP! mflonlilediT tiiej* 
"^n^ fl" -—■'"-fT""^ nrttiiie. Bat tb« 
iBtanoKe tlwj eiercisnl, in tbu^irectioB, remaina 
IJMM tbe Ims an kitfurical f aek 

locreate Ma'.ber ap|ili«l liiiuEwlf, without de- 
lay, td the pr-Acroliuu of Ilii' diS'lffn he had pro- 
I praed, hy nriling to persona in all ijarta uf the 
IP enuntry, paiticularly cterf^jmcn, lo pn>cnre, ^l^ 

ElilicatioQ. as mnny inarvelons stories ai could 
raked op. In thecglilh viiliimcof the Fourth 
riis of Hie CoUttliot,, of the VattnrMtuIlM 
•tarical Soeitl;/, omsisting of The Unlhfr t\i- 
•t, the responses of aeTcnl of bis ciim-« umd- 
t» may be »e™. [Pp. S85. 360, Ml. SIT, iCG, 
47S.S5S,cn.] Hepanuvdlhislin.'HDesa wiihan 
£idii<rioi«i and pertinacious zeal, which nuthinn 
taaU slacken. After llic rest of Hie norld had 
Ihen abuckrd nut of sneh miachievous Durucnsc. 
br the borrid results at Satem, on the fifth of 
lUrdi, 1694. wPm^dentof I larvard College, he 
{Micd a Circular to " Tlie Reverend Itini^tirs of 
theG-Jspel, in tlic stTenil Cliurches in New Eng- 



the world will ordinarily do I 
* ilie most notable things for those wbu are moat I 
■ready to take a wise notice of what he doca. ' 
" UnoccoiiDtalile, therefore, azid inexcDsahle, ia 
" the sleeitineas, eveu upon tbe most of good 
"men throughout tlic world, which indisposci 
" them to olserre and, much more, to prescire, 
"the rumarkahle dispensations of Divine Proli- 
"dcnce, towards Ihcmselrea oi othere. Never- 
"theless (here have Iicen raised up. now and (hen, 
" ihose peiwins, who have rcndereil themselvca 
" Korlhy of evcrlasdnn remerubmnce, by their 
" ivakeful real to haTe the memorable proridenee* 
"•il Ood remembered tlirough all generations." 

Tlieae pa°sa^ from the Mathers, father and 
■on, embrace, in tlieir Irairingi, a [wriod, eleven 
years liefi^re Hnd two yenrs after the Delusion of 
16'j3.^ Thry show that the Clergy, generally, 
ware indifFercnt to (he aubject, and required to 
t* armucd from "neglect" and "sleeuine*," 
touching the duty of flooding the public mind 
with etorio of "wouden'and " reroarkablta ;" 
and tliat the agency of the Mathera, in giving 
catreDcy, by means of (heir ministry and influ- 
ence to Mtdt idtaa, waa peculiar and preemiii- 



mt. However innocent and cicnssblc their mo- 
tivra nuy liavc IwiBn, tlie luwt of cnnw nml cfreet_ 
remaiaed unliroken; and tin mult of Ibeir ac- 
tions nre, nilb Inith and justice, altri)>i]bililL' to . 
tlicm— not nHTwinrity, I ri-|iciit, to impeidi llicir ' 
bonesty and inlFt^rily, Imt llicir ni^di 
jaHcment, nnd romniun 'I'hm?. Elitmii 
mama >» imt to !» sot Hfide. 

^ am liiiinUK hf b<hh1 intltnl, 
, emu uhI fuirritT iiIiIi^uIIimi Id uh' u>b <n ieuikui, 
f. caution. niHil di'lilH'nttiini, drcuniEpection, unJ 
s TOiwI cnrelul ml ciii.it ion of con«e([acnce>. t#"-_ 

djijpe, anil ouBht not to lie" by liiiman," la w . It 
il covered liy tlie merCf of God, and miM nut be 
puRucd by the rniimosiiy of mpn. But it is, 
nererthelesa, » thinu lo lie dreaded a nil fo~lic 
inrdcd g i ^tn.1. w Hli tlic utmost vifrilnnee. 



fmiiB ftatiwfc 
i>idn1,^IV 
inilTraB>^ 



about ilialiolical agaiej, 
tioni, and Ibe lilie. hr mti, "Mr. Increaaa^alte 
'" liRib already |iul>ii(tied many anch hiatoriea at 
" tbin)/a done in Nerr England; and IhiigTrati*- 
" (lanee pnUiiJted b^ his ton " — that ia, (he ae- 
connt of tlie (IocmIitid children — "coi — ■"■ — '''■ 

' aneb full ennviminifevhU-nco. lliat be 

' very olidanili: S...1d[iree that vitt not believe it. 
' And bit two Semionp, adjnlniv!, are excellent^ 
" fittrd to the nihJFCt wid thii lilinded generMio^ 



^lironKlioQt llie nreUnflioly nnnnU of the Churcli 
and tiie n'urld, it haa i>een tlie fnuntiiin of in- 
nnniernhle vron, qireadinfc baicfni influenccB 
through wiciety, innili'sing Uie ener)pct of reason 

Br and coaxciL'ncc. diininiiig. nii but extiii^iiihin^, 
t1ie light of ruliifirin. cnnvublnK nati..n!, and doa- 
olalin^ the cnrtli. Uii tile ti iily of lii rtHrfnn. ♦* 

1^ y^»^fe**'ilaiouree; 




'arfnrc vith Devil*." One uf the Sennm^. 
Mllicli Baxter conin>riidi>. ii on Tht JV«vr mii 
Kaliet xf DeiiU. and astern with tlie d(«lkratieikj 
Hint "tliere ia a nirol.ination of DefiU, whl« 
"our air i* filled vrilbal : " ibc dtber b im 
WUeheraft. B<,lb are rcgilet" wlih the moot cm 
citinj; and vehement tnfurcemcnta nf the mpe~ 
Mitinns of that ngo, rd iliag to the Devil uicl fa 
confederate*. 

My flnt ]>osition, then, in contravention of til 
tnlcen Ity the Reviewer in the Nfrth Atnerienn, 
that, by atiniulnting tlte Clergy over tbe wht>t«TI 
conntry, to collect and circulate all aorts of mar- 
vcIqus and anppoeed |ircteiuatural occiirrcnrea, 
by giving this direction to the preaching aod Ut- 
enilure of tbe timet, IbeJe two active, zealnu^ 
leamwl. ani! nMn Divines. Increase and CotI 
TOi-iderine lh« inflfti-np* tnev nal 



^ _ „.mfjing, by Iheif 

•t baleful form of the superstitiiAL 
of the ngo; Inoi^aae and Ootton Malbcr ateni f 



IS entertained, at llie time, by 
_ impartial observers. Fisi.cis HntcliiriBon, D. D. 
" Cliaiilain in ordinniy to lil?i tliijealy, and 
" Minister of 8t. James's Purisli, in 6t Ed- 
. "niQnd't Bury," in the life-lime of bolh tbe 
MatheTB, published, in Loudon, an ITittorieal 
Eaay eencerning Witcherafl, dedicated to tlie 
" Lord CUief-Ju^tiee of England, the Lord Chief- 
" justice of Common Plcis, and the Lord Chief 
"Baron of Eichcquer." In a Chapter on 
1 Witehernft in SaUm. Boilon, and Aiidoa 
\SttB Eagland, he attributis it. as n'ili be ic 
' fthe course of this article, to the jnSucnce of tbe 
I writings of tlie Mallieni. 

f In the Prefiice to the London edition of Cut- 
I ton Ifntber'a JirtiniiraUii Proiidenut, n-ritlen by 
u Bicbard Baxter, in 1000, be nscril)ds IhU fame 
\ prominence lo the works of the Malheis. While 
L elpressing the great value lie iiltscbed to writin;{E 
ibout Witchcraft, and the impi>rt:mce, in IiiBview, 
if tbat'departmcnt of literature which relates tto- 
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ilhgi-. , RnlierrCaTcfri 
:of"llic counir)', Marrh 18, 1084, aaya: 
' I havinff lia<l, nut only ocmsinn. Iiot renewed 
' jirovoMilion, to take a vieiv of the mytterioM 
'di>ctrines, which have of late been to mtK^ 
' cunte^ted nmonft u*, could not meet with ai 
'that had E|ioken more, or more plainly, t 
'Bcnseottlioscdoc(rines"[peti(injto(i« Wit^, 
crnft] "than thn Beverend Mr. Cotton Matlwr, 
"but how eli5irly and eonsistenC, either v 
" binistlf or the truth, I meddle n< 
"1onen»n)i bat nippoae hit (treasons and s 
"o«t asserifaiK hh «pfni'>iu " 
" of the diiiMi nrnrulaions. wo have here Iatd| 
"falka lnto,"4-Jff.™ Wonder, nf tht LieUoi 
WorJd. by Hubert Calef, Mcrclinnl of Boi4od, {■ 
New Eagland. Edit. London, ITOO. p. 83. 

The papers that remain, connected with tbt 
Witchcrnft ExiiniinntliHis and Triali, at Sakin, 
show tbe extent to which currency had l>ce 
fipvcn. in tbe pojiular mind, to sncb niarveloi 
Olid prodigious things as the Malheia bail hr - 
so lon^ enditiToring lo collect and circuUtu 
parliculaily in the interior, rural settlemcnta. Tba 
solemn solitudit uf Ihe woods ivcrc Riled aitl 
ghosts, bobgoblim, spectres, evil spirit*, and tf^ 



infcTTuI Prince ot then all. Errry imthm; vu 
iafi.'ste<1 vilh their flitting Fhn]>n anil foolpriola; 
aoil aroDnd every hearth itiine, sIiui1deriiigcin:l«K, 
dnw'ing cloMT together as the dBrkacan of oigbt 
thiclmpd KoA tlitir iinaginstiLiiu becami luore 
mived Mid frightronl, livtmi.'d to talo* of diiliol- 
ical opcrntiuns : tlic tnine effects, in Ronie«hnt 
different fi>ni;a, |icrvniU-il the acsliciinl scltltniCDii 
and larger burnt. 

Bt-uilui well frightful fuiciea, otlm' moat Dnhap- 
py HlfiDvscn Bond fmm ttie prevulmcc of thp 
style of )>>rm( lire which the Mather* l>ron^jlinti> 
Tugnie. Sa*|liciim and nccmalionsof witchonft 

ty <.riiti:>;i.liiiiruri', .ivry iiWniiPP nf rml ot itl- 



tion of this caae, in my book [Saltm WitArm/l, 
i. «st~tOO| »u wholly drawn frtxa tbe Mtm- 
orabU Proeidearet and tbe Mafnaiim. 



\ 




it wrong- 

nt Cot too Mitlwr, by re|>rcset)ling thatlie "got 
"up" the whole alTiiir of the Oooil win children. 
He phicca tite eiprosioD wilhjn quulitioo marka, 
nnd rc|H?ati it, over and oTer ai^ain. In tbe paa- 
FiiL'i' to ivliich he refen — p. SOS of tbe Hcood 
Mliiiii-z of my book— I uy of Collon Halher, 
(li.il lif ■■ ropHTilcdly endiarored to get up cauai, ^ 
■cf tti»^ kind in Birtton. There ta •ome ground/) ■, 



acting, aa the phmtc — nri|tinalinK in Ihiisc duys, 
and Will linj^ng in tlio lower fonita of votgar 
ii|i.!ceh — Inail, "likenll powvd," brukeforth 
tliiu: "I Ihouaht of wliHl David mid. SSnmud, 
"iiir. 14. If he feared »> to fiil] into the hands 
"ofmeB.ob'. then to think of the homira of 
** oar conditioa, to be in (lie hands of Devils and 
"Witchi'a. Thus, onr doleful cnnllrioii moved 
"us to call to onr f' lends to have pity on or, fur 
"Oud'a band bnth louclietl us. 1 it;is ready to 
~"Kiy tliat nu nne'i ufflicti<in was like mine. That 
" my little hunse. thnt simulit be a little Bethel 
" for Qod to dwell in, eliould lie iiinde ■ den for 
'■ DeviU; llint those little BcH1ie^ thnt should be 
" Temtilo for the Holy Ghait to dwell in. shmld 
" be thus hnrnueed iind uliused by the IX'Vil nnd 
"his cnrscd brood."— />ifi! ilemaraUt Prati- 
dtiKtt. Ttlalinff to Witeheraft and Pwiriuio/n. 
- Bv Cotton Math 




there were mmiy rasin 
]688. Only one uf Ihein 
hind of notice ret) ul sill 



119 to h.ive Btlracled 

preserve it from ob 

if the four eliildren of John Oood- 

tbe eldest thirteen yean of age. The mla- 



^wiB, tbe eldest thirteeo 



muvc'v Ihc Hieniiing given lo it, by both of O 
fjrcat lexicogni|ihen<. Worcester deSnel " to gtl 
■' vp. ' lo rtieparc, to make ready— lo f^ up an 
" 'I'uteHiiinnient ; ' 'topriotand pabli^h, ai a 
"'book.'" Webster define* it, " lo prepare 
" for coming before the public ; to brinji for- 
■■ ward." This is precisely what Mather did, in 
tliR case of the Goodwin children, and what Calet 
put a stop to his doing lo tbe case of Margnret 
Rule. 

In 1831, 1 i.ubliahed aTolameeDlilled ^^vras 
^nWilcicni/l, fompritisg a ^itUtry of. (AeTMu- 
iiSartn^Um. in I69t. In 1807. I pchliahed 
SiiUm Witrhrraft. tad aa aixou^rof 8^im Vil- 
lage; and. in the Preface, ■tatcdlliEI ^Hhe fonn- 
" er was prejMired under circumstancea which pre- 
" vented a Iharough investigation of Ihe subject. 
"Leisure nnd freedom fivm profeaional dntica 
" have now enabled roe lo prosecule the re»e«reh- 
" ee nECesaary lo do justice to it. The Lertur»$ 
" OH WilcAcruft have long been out of print. 
"Allhouah frequently importuned to prepruea 
"new edition, 1 was unwilling lo issue, again, 
" nli.it I had discovered to be an inadequate 
" prr-wntttlion of the subject" In tbe face of 
llii« rlifdnimer of the authoriy of the original 
"■iil>, the Iteviewer liays : "In this discussion, we 
"kIiuII treat Mr. Ujiliam'i Leetaret and Dietory 
"in the *.imc ronneclion, aa the latter is an ei- 
"(lanHun and defence of [he views preaented in 
"the former." 

I ask every person of candor and fairness, to 
C'lmiider whether it is just to [real autlion in this 
way 7 It [s Irat (loor encmiragement lo them lo 
l«l«r lo imiirove their works, for Hie first critical 
in the country lo bring discredit upon 
their efforts, by alill laying lo their charge what 
tbejhavethemselvearenudiedorwitlidratni. '" ' 
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it Ss ETowcdlj done in the trtide which compels 
me to this TindicatioD. 

Tlie Lettureif for instance, printed in 1831, 
contained the following sentence, referrinfc to 
Cotton Mathcr*8 agency, in the 0<iodwin cam;, 
in Boston. *'An instance of witchcraft was 
'* brought about, in that place, by his manage- 
'* mcnt" So it api>cared in a reprint of that vol- 
ume, in 1832. In my recent publication, while 
transferring a long paragraph from the original 
work, I carefully omitted^ from the body of it, 
the alx)Te sentence, fearing that it might lead to 
misapprehension. For, although I hold tliat 
the Mathers are pre-eminently answerable for the 
witchciaft proceedings in their day, and may lie 
said, justly, to haye caused them, of course I did 
not mean that, by personal instigation on the spot, 
they started every occurrence that ultimately was 
made to assume such a character. Tlie Reviewer, 
with the fact well known to him, that I had sup- 
pressed and discarded this clause, flings it against 
me, re|)eatcdly. He further quotes a |x>rtion of 
tlie paragraph, in the Lectures^ in which it oc- 
curs, omitting, without indicating ike omisdon, 
certain clauses that would have explained my 
meaning, taking cars, however, to include the ttip- 
pressed passage; and finishes the misrepresenta- 
tion, by the following declaration, referring to 
the paragraph in the Lectures : * ' The same state- 
'* ments, in almost the same words, he repro- 
** duces in his History.** This he saj's, knowing 
that the particular statement to which he was 
then taking exception, was not reproduced in my 
History. 

It may be as well here, at this point, as else- 
where, once for all, to dispose of a large portion 
of the matter contained in the long article in the 
North American Heview, now under considera- 
tion. In preparing any work, particularly in the 
department of history, it is to be presumed that 
the explorations of the writer extend far Iteyond 
what he may conclude to put into his book. He 
will find much that is of no account whatever ; 
that would load down his narrative, swell it to 
inadmissable dimensions, and shed no addition- 
al light Collateral and incidental questions 
cannot be pursued in details A new law, how- 
ever, is now pveu out, that must be followed, 
hereafter, by all writers — that Js, to give not a 
catalogue merely, but an account of the contents, 
of every lMN»k and tract they have read. It is 
thus announced by our Reviewer : ** We assume 
** Mr. Upham has not seen this tract, as he neith- 
" er mentioned it nor made use of its material.** 

The d«>cunient here sp(»ken of was designed to 
give Increase Mather*s ideas on the subject of 
witchcraft trials, written near the close of those 
in Salem, in 1692. As I had no peculiar interest 
in determining what his views were — as a carefal 
Study of the tract, particularly taken in connec- 



tion with its Postscript, fails to bring any read- 
er to a clear conceptiim of them ; and tm Um 
whole matter was altogi'iher immaterial to my 
subject — I did not think :t worth while to cncom- 
Ix'r my jiages with it 8i» in ref |xk^ to mmaj 
other ix)inrs, in treating which extended discus- 
sions might be demanded. If I had been fgCfW' 
emed by such notions us the Reviewer seems lo 
entertain, my l>ook, which he complains of ss 
too long, would have lK>en lengthened to tlie di- 
mensi(ms of a cyclojxBdiH of theology, biogrsplij, 
and philosophy. For k««ping to my vubjecC, 
and not diverting attention to writings of no in- 
herent value, in any p(»iut of view, and which 
would contrilmte n«»thing to the elucidation of 
my topics, I am chai^*d by this Reviewer, in tht 
baldest terms, with ignorance, on almost vvvtj 
one of his sixty odd |)agcs, and, often, aevcrsl 
times on the same page. 

All that I say of Cotton Matlier, mostly drssra 
from his own words, docs not cover a d««eB 
pages. Exception is taken to 8«ime unfaTorNUle 
judgments, cursorily expressed. Tliis is fair and 
legitimate, and would justify my being called 
on to substantiate them. But to assume, sod 
proclum, that I had not read nor seen tracts or vol- 
umes that would come under coosidcration li 
such a discussion, is as rash as it is offecslTe; 
and, besides, constitutes a charge against whick 
no i^ersou of any self resj)ect or common sense 
can be ex])ected to defend himself. Igave lbs 
opinion of Cotton Mathers agency in the Witi:ii- 
craft of 1692, to which my judgment had Ijeen 
led — whether with sufficient grounds or n(»t win 
l)e seen, as I proceed — but did not breni*h off 
from my proper subject, into a detail of tbs 
sources from which that opinion was deriTed. 
If I had done so. in connection with allusions |u 
blather, Ufion the same ])rincip1e it would ImTe 
lieen necessary to do it, whenever an opinion wsi 
expressed of others, such as Roger Willianii^ or 
Hugh Peters, or Richard Baxter. It would de- 
stroy the interest., and stretch interminably tiM 
dimensions, of any book, to break its narratiTc, 
abandon its pn)|jer subject, and stray aside inin 
such endless Cf>llateral matter. But it most be 
done, if the article in the North American Ms 
tiev), is to l>e regarded as an authoritative an- 
nouncement of s canon of criticism^ Lectoreis 
and public speakers, or writers of any kind, mmt 
l>e on their guard. If they should chance, fnr 
instance, to s{)eak of Cott«>n Mather as a pedant, 
they will have the reviewers after them, belabor* 
ing them with the charge of **a great lack nC 
•'research,** in not having "pored over** tlis 
*'pr<*digi«ms** manuscript of his unpublialicd 
work, in the Library of the Massachusetts Histoid 
ical Society, the whole of his three hundred and 
eighty-two printed works, and the huge maaa'of 
Mather Btpers, in the Libraiy of the Ameri< 
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Antimiariaa Sodctj; and with never hATiiig 
*'read** iYteJfemfrMe Fro9id«nee9^ ot *'feen^ 
the Wonders ^fth^ TnvhikU World, or ** heard'' 
of the Jfaffnalia CkriUi Amarieanm. 

m. 

OOTTOH MATHER AXD TBE GOODWIN CIIIU>RE3I. 
JOHN BAILT. X>HN HALE. GOOOWIX*t CBRTIFI- 
CATE8. ]iATBER*t IDEA OF WITCHCRAFT At A 
WAR WITH THE DEVIL. HIS USE OF PMATKR. 
COXNIBCTION BETWEEN THE CA8E OK THE GOOD- 
WIN CHILDREN AND SALEM WITCnCRAFT. 

The ReTiewer compUins of my maDiier of 
treating Cotton Mather's omnection .with the af- 
fair of the Gomlwin children. The -facts in the 
case are. that the family, to which thev bc'^ony^ - 
ed, lived ?h the South |Mrt of Boston. Tlie fath- 
ef fa mason tiy occqimtion, lyas, as Mather in- 
Tomis OS, "asol^er and pions man." As his 
chnrch relations 



were 



in ons 

with the c«in,!^c<fation in 
Charltftown, of which Charles Morton was the Pas- 
tor, he probably had no particular acquaintance 
with the Boston Ministers. From a statement 
made by Mr. Qoodwin, some years snl»SL'qo(*ntly, 
it seems that after oneof his cii ildrt;n litid, for 
** about a quarter of a y^r, liwn UlW^rliiTr un- 
*'^r sad ciicumsUniSenromtnc invisible w«>rld,'' 
be called Ufwu ** the four MihTsfers'^or Boston, 
*' t^ether with his owfi^^asrorTTo'Tceep a ttny of 
** prayer at his house. If so duliwrancc mi^lit 
•• l»e obtained.** He says that Cotton Miithgr 
with whom he had no prenons acquaintince, was 
the last of the Ministers th at ** ho spoke to 'o n 

'■ Ml. Malhei aid not attend 




tlie meeting, but visited the house in the morn 
ing of the day, before the other Mini<<ter8 r:inie; 
spent a half hour there ; and prayed with the 
family. About three month.4 after, the Ministers 
held another prayer-meeting there, Mr. Mather 
being present. He further stated that Mr. Math- 
er never.Jit_ any way, suggested hJA -^omicutiti'/ 
tfi e old Irish woma n tor iTewitchingjns children, 
nor gave mm any adt icu in i p fe rence to the lej^al 
proceedings against her; but that '*the motion 
*' of going to the authority was made to him by 
" a Minister of a neighboring town, now depart- 
"ed.** 

The Reviewer, in a note to the last item, given 
aliove, of Goodwin*s statement, says: *'Prol>a- 
" bly Mr. John Baily.** Unless he has some par- 
ticular evidence, tending to fix tiiis advice UfKin 
Baily, the conjecture is objectionable. The name 
of such a man as Bnily appears to have been, 
ought not, unnecessarily, to be connected with the 
transaction. It is true that, after the family had 
become relieved of its *'sad circumstances from 
" the invisible world, ** Mr. Baily t<M»k one of the 
children t«> his house, in Watertown : but that is 
no indication of his having given such advice. 
The only facta known of him, in connection with 



Witciicrbfl proaecQtiona, look hi the opporite di- 
rection. When John Proctor, in his eztrenitj 
of danger, sought for help, Mr. Baily was one of 
tlie Minintera from whom alone he had any 
gnmnd to indulge a hojie for trmpathy ; and his 
name is among tlie fonrteen who signed the paper 
approving of Increa«e Mather's Cas^aof Co»9rUnet. 
The list cimipriscs all th? >rmistefs known as 
having ^hown any friendly feelings towards |ier- 
sons charged with Witchcraft or who liad suffer- 
ed fn>m the prosecutions, such as Hubbard. Al- 
len. Willard, Ca|)en and Wise ; but not one who 
had taken an active part in hurrying on the pro- 
cecdingaof 1692. 

If any surmise is justifiable, or worth while, 
as to the author of the ad%ioe to Oood«in— and 
l»erha|)s it ia due to the menMiry ef Baily. 
whose name has been thus introduced — ^1 ahoald 
lie inclined to suggest that it was John Hale, 
of Beverly, who, like Baily, was dece:ised at 
the date of Goodwin*s ctirtificate. He was a 
Charlestown man, originally of the same re- 
ligiiHis Society with Goodwin, and had kept 
up acquaintance with his former t«)wnsnien. 
His coun« at Salem Village, a few year« after- 
wards, shows that he would have lieen like- 
ly to give such advice ; and we may impute it to 
him without any wrong to his character or repu- 
tation. His noble conduct in daring, in the very 
hour «>f the extremest fury of thest(»rm. when, as 
just before the break of day, the darkness was 
dee|)i'i*r, to denounce the proceedings as wrong; 
ami in doing all that he could to repair that 
wrong, by writiiig a Ixiok oimdeinning the veiy 
things in whidi he had himself l»een a diief act- 
or, gives to his name a glory that cannot lie 
dimmed by supposing that, in the period of hia 
f«irmer delusion, he was the unfortunate adviser 
of Goodwin. 

When Calcfs l)ook reached this country, in 
1 700, a Committee of seven was raised, at a meet- 
ing of the inemliers of the Parish of which the 
Miithers were Ministers, to protect them a&ainst 
its cfpLTUt. John Goodwin was a memlier of it, 
and ci»ntributcd tlie Certificate from which ex- 
tr:i('ts haw junt l)een made. It was so wordrd 
as to give the impression that Cotton Mather did 
not talce a leading part in the case of G<K)dwin*8 
children, in 1088^ It states, as has l»een seen, 
that he *' Wiis the last of the Blinii»terB** askiH) to 
attind the prayer meeting; but lets out the fact 
that ho was the first to present himself, going to 
the house and |)raying with the family before the 
rest arrived. Goodwin further states, as follows: 
** The Ministers would, now and then, come to 
'* visit my distressed family, and pray with and 
*'for thein, among which Mr. Cotton Mather 
** would, now and then, come.** The whole 
document is so framed as to present Mather as 
playing a seoondaiy psrt. 
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In in account, bowercT, at Iba MfFair, nrittcD 
b]' tli'u nmv John Goodwill, ukI prinl«d hj 
Untlicr, in London, ten ycm lirfurp, in Tki ilem ■ 
orallePratiidfnra relating to Wilrhrra/taitd Pui 
UMiioiit, aaomcurliat different pnsi I {on in BSBijin<^ 
loMHllicr. Afl«TKkying "Ihc Uinittcra di^ of- 
"ten vinit lM,"hcnienliDna"Mr. Uarlicrpartiru- 
"Nrlf." '' lie took much jiaiiM in lliin great bci- 
" vice. Id pall lliU child and her brother and ^ 
" I4.T, nut of tlie hands of the Deril. Let u« Don 
" adiuire and iidorg that foaolain. iIk Lord Je- 
"wit Cbrut. from whence Ibnw Mrcami cuDnc 
"Tlie Liird Iiimwrlf will reqnile hii labor of 
"Inie." Is lOM. llather wm willing to liave 
Ooudwio place liini ya me luftgrtinnd of tlie pic- 
tnre. TetmamtiiiK him ai iiblfu^ IIMClllldien iiDt 
of the hand of the DeviL In 1700. it wu expe- 
dient to withdraw liim into tlie liackunmnd : 
and Onoilwin. *ccun1inKl>, pniTidcd the Commit- 
tee, of which he whs a raeai1>er,.ivith a CerliH- 
cnte of a aomewliHt differmt color and Icnor. 

The exeruliun of the w<finnn, GIuTEr, on the 
cliargr of iMvin); liewitcbnl these Goodwin cliil- 
drcD, ia one of the luost atrociiKU jNusagca of oor 
history. Ilntchiwon* raya alie <tu one of the' 
"wild IrUh," nnd "appeared to be diaordcred 
"in her aenM*." EIih was a Roman Catbulj 
nnalilc to sptnk the EnfilUh lanftiiage, and ei 
dpcllj' knew not n-hst to inak« of tho proceedioga 
MRniniit h(:r. In htr dying hour, ahe waa undeisloMl 
by llie inlerpretvr tu say. tlut lakiDK away lier life:! 
would not have any effect to diniinisliing the 
'nifferinga of llic children. Tlie n'maik, allowing 
mure acnae than any of the nst of them had, wai 
mnde to bear againat the |ioor old creature, a» ij 
diuboliod imprecation. ' 

Between the time of her condromation and 
Hint of her execution. Cation .Mather took llie 
ddcat GiMidnin cliild into " 



her IjitJB^iill winter. He hu told the itury of 
her eiliTtordinary duinfia, in a atyle of l>lind and 
absurd ert'dulity that cannot be surpaased. " Ere 
" long," mj-B he, " I thought it cooTenient for 
" me to cnteitain my congregntion with a 8er- 
" niiin un the mHnomlile providence, wherein 
'■tlii-ac children had been concerned, (alterwaida 
"uubliahed)." 

Jn thia connecthm. it may Ik remarked that 
had it l]i?t bcfn for thp inf rrfi*riTirf o£ tha Minifi ' 
jwT i. it ia quite likely lliat '• |]|e■ «^"^ nrr nm''""- ' 
" o^ from irfe invisible ^i^W\A." in tlie G oodwin 
i^iilypiFiTBTn^ijv5niinTT>MrTipir5T^'tfcviind 
the Inimeiliale neijililiofnuoir TTia quite cerlaio 
(bat dmilar "rircumst '" — - - 

family, in 10D3, owed 

•WhtA, It Itila arllcle. I die tka naina "Bglcbhii 
■Hlwaluf dlBUneBlahlDE pnai.laiuB Toeiii Hi 
miHi, Ctalcf-JnaUn, aoTemai. ud HMoriaa of Hain 
hNk M a)H wIm I etta (to aaw- Mubv," I BasB 



and their awfnl GonieqiiFDc**, to the wi 1 IIb)|i a< 
Miniatcrs mlled by him. If the giria, ta dtbw 
caar, '■■n' '-"■" '■■' -1""- n if TT n mttl ■ tU m ' f W 
U>cn neaiy ■■f *'"'l'' "f'p''^™^j'«' t^ " 

Bwuliumd, with counthM atoiio ufJiasDtad 
hiiuhps and rccond fi^ilil, in deep obliTio^, ^ 

Inc<)MideringCotti<nMatlKT'acunnMth«with I 
the c;<H.'of the Good a. in cliildm, aitd Hut of IW 
acntiiii^ Rirls, at ^Icm Village, Joatice In klM 
rctjUinitMt the atattnicnta, in my book, of ths 
thi'n prevalent niitiiin<, uf the power and peod* 
ing formtdiililduw of the Kinsdi>m of Darknc" 
should lie bonie In mind, fit wa a U'lierrd 
Divinca gem-rally, and by people 
Tiere^ln tb c A m e i im n- wiMernii*; 
alauglit niMin flie Chrininn ■ tt li i iieu l s "WW ' 
(o lie made, by the Devil and his fnfemat b 
and ihni, on this ajHit, the Snal liatlle lid 
Siilan and the Cliurch, wob shoilty In mme i tKJ 
Tlita U'lief bad taken full ixiramion of llailM^ 
mind, nnd fired hil imagination In ciiin|»ii*ai 
Willi the apiiroacbing contcal. all nt her n-an, evn. 
Ibnt fciriherecaTci]' of thellnly Sepnhfarc^ iwlcd 
their light. It was the gnnit cnmde, in wUch 
hmtilir powers, Hoaletn. Papal, and Paga^ ut 
every kind, «□ earth and fnira Belt, were to JCD 
duun ; and he aspired to l>e its Bt. Bernard. It 
waa beranse he entertained these idea*, that W 
was on llie watch tu liear, and pmmiit and glad 
lo meet, the first adranos of the dia-wliciJ le- 
gions. 'HiisexiiUinshiacfljjenirEBlotakehiild nf 
evCTy (inmrrence that indicated the 
the Arcli Enemy. 

And it most farther b« liome in miml lint, w 
to the time of Ibe cose of the Goiwlwin chili it—, 
he had enteKsintd the idea thnt Ihc Devil «m la 
be met and aulidned by Piajer. Tliol, and lint 
only, was the weapon wilh which be gird ~ 
himself; iikI with that he hoped and lalicvtid ._ 
conquer. For Ihb reaKon, ha did W« advW 
Q.iodivin to go to the law. For this reMn*^ ha 
libured in the diatntsed hoaaehold in ezervi 
>f player, and took the eldest child into hi* a\ 
ninil.v. HI as lo bring the battery of prayer, wl_ 
1 continuous Ixmilmrdnient, apnn the Devil \jj 
I'hoiii site was poaanaed. For this renaon, ba |)«r> 
listed in praying in llie cell of the old Irish mm 
much against her will, fur alie was a stnl^Mti 
Cstholic. Of cuane, he could not pray tat'A Im, 
fr .r lie had no doubt slii waa a confederate of tbe 
DcTil; and (he had »o disjxailioa to Jala hi 
rayer with one whom, as a heretic, slie regardtd 
I no lu'lter Hjjhl; but still he would pi^, fwr 
hich he apohigiicd, when referring (o ■"-- 
ler afterward. 
Cotton Halher was always a man of prftrar^ 
orthia, bedeaerTntubehonorcd. Pnyer, w^k 
ofTered ia the tpirit, and In accordaare with tW 
i]ile, of tbe 8aTiont^" not uj will b«t lUaa 
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'be dooe,^ '* Tour Fkther knoweth wlint thing! 
" ye h«Te need of lieforejeask him — ^ is the no- 
Tilest exercise andattitikle of the sool. It lifts 
it to the 1iighe»t level to which our facultin can 
rise. It 

* ' o|M.*n8 hearen ; lets down a stream 
* * Of glory on the consecrated honr 
'* Of man, in audience with the Deitr/^ 
It was the misfortune of Cotton Miither, that 
an (^^inal infirmity of judgment, whicii all the 
influences of his life and |)octiliarities of his 
mental character and habits tended to exagger- 
ate, led him to penreit the use and o|)eration of 
prayer, until it became a mere implement, or dev- 
ice, to compass some personal end ; to carry a 
point in which he was interested, whctlicr reUt- 
ing to private and domestic affzurs, or to move- 
ments in academical, political, or ecclesinfttical 
spheres. While according to him entire sincerity 
in his devotional exercises, and, I trust, truly re- 
vering the character and nature of such expm- 
sions of devout sensibility and aspirations to di> 
vine communion, it is quite apiiarcnt thnt thoy 
were |)racticcd by him, in modes and to an extent 
that cannot be commended, leading to much 
self-delusion and to extravagances near nkin to 
distraction of judgment, and a disordered mental 
and moral frame. He would alif^taun from food — 
on one occa^on, it is said, for three days togeth- 
er — and spend the time, as he expresses it **in 
* * knockinS^ at the door of heaven. ^ Leaving his 
. bed at the dead hours of the night, and retiring 
to his study, he would cast himself on the flo(»r, 
and " wrestle with the Lord." lie kept, usu- 
ally, one day of each week in such fasting, 
sometimes twa In his vigils, very protPict<fl, 
he would, in this prostrate |iosition* 1m* liatlicd in 
tears. By such exhausting processes, ccmtinucd 
through days and nights, without fiMid or rust, 
his nature failed; he grew faint; phvhiral weak- 
ness 1-iid him open to delusions of the im:igina- 
tion; and his nervous system liecame deranged. 
Siimetimcs, heaven seemed to approach liim, and 
he was hardly able to bear the ecstisies of di- 
vine love: at other times, his soul would l)c tossed 
in the opposite direction : and often, the two 
states would follow each other in the same exer- 
cise, as described by him in his Diar>':*— " Whs 
•*ever man more tempted than the miscmhle 
•* Mather? Should I tell in how many forms tlnf 
'* Devil has assaulted mc, and with what subtlety 
** and energy his assaults have l>ecn carried on, it 
*• would strike my friends with horror. Some- 
•* time*, temptations to vice, to blaspliemy, and 
''atheism, and the almndonment of all religion 

* The pMtSfw tnm Cotton Mather's DIsry, osed In this 
■rtlde, are moetly tekea from the Christian ExanUtur, 
xi, ta; FroesediMgt of Magtaekwettt HiMtarical 8oeifly, 
L SSS., and tr. 4M; and Li/e of Cotton Mather, bj WilUem 
B. a FSsbody, ia Sparks'to Amtriean Bioffraokp, tL ici. 



" as a mere delosioa, and •ometimes to self -de- 
" struction itec>lf. These, even these, do follow 
'* thee, O miserable Mather, witli astonishing f a- 
'* ry. But I fall down into the dust, on my study 
** floor, with tears, before tlie I/ord, and then 
**they ipiickly vanish, and it is fair weather 
" again. Lord what wilt thou do with me? ** 

His prayers and vi^^ils, which often led to such 
high wn»ught and intense exfieriences, were, not 
inf reqnently, brought down to the level of ordina- 
ry Bui)lunary affairs. In bis Diary, he sa>'S, on 
one occasion : " I set apart the day for fasting 
'* with prayer, and tlie s|X!cial intention of the day 
" was to obtain deliverance and protection from 
" my enemies. I mentioned their names unto the 
"Lord, who has promised to be my sliield.** 
Tlie enemies, here referred to. were |K>litical op- 
IKinents — Governor Dudley and the supporters of 
his administration. 

At another time, he fixed his heart upon some 
books offered for sale. Not having the means to 
procure them in the ordinary way, he resorted to 
prayfr: *'I could not forbear mentioning my 
** wishes in my prayers, before the Lord, tliat, 
*' in aise it might I>e of service to his interests, 
'* he would enable me, in his good Providence, 
"'to purchase tlm.treasurc now liefore me. Bat 
'* I left theuiatterlieforehim, with the profound- 
" est rcsigntition.** 

The following entry is of a similar ehano- 
ter: "This evening, I met with an experience, 
** which it may not l)e unprofitable for me to re- 
"niemlMT. I had lieen, for almut a fortnight, 
" vexed with an extraonlinary heart-bum ; and 
** none of all the common medicines would re- 
*' move it, though for the present some of them 
** would a little relieve it. At last, it grew so 
" much uiHm me, that I was ready to faint nn- 
"der it But, under my fainting pain, this ro- 
" flection came into my mind. There was this 
"among tlie sufferings and complaints of my 
"Lord Jesus Christ. My heart was like wax 
'* melted in the middle of my bowels. Herenp- 
" on, I l»eg!;ixl of the Lord, that, for the sake of 
"the hcart-biim undergone by my Saviour, I 
" might l>e delivered from the other and lesser 
" heart bum wherewith I was now incommoded. 
" Tmnif'cli.'iti'ly it was darted into my mind, that 
" I had Sir Philip ParisN plaster in my house, 
" which was good for inflammations ; and laying 
" the phister on, I was cured of m}' malady.*^ 

These passages indicate a use of prayer, which, 
to the ext. iit Mather carried it, would hardly bo 
practised or approved by enlightened Christians 
of this or any age ; although our Reviewer fully 
endorses it. In reference to Mather*s lielief in 
the |K>wer <»f prayer, he expresses himself wiih a 
bald simplicity, never equalled even by that Di- 
vine. After stating that the Almighty Sovereign 
was his Father, ami had promised to bei^ and 
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answer his petitions, be goes on to saj : '* He 
'* bad often tested this promise, and had found 
"it faithful and sure.** One would think, in 
hearing such a phraseology, he was liaitening to 
an agent, Tending a |iatcut medicine as an infal- 
lible cure, or trviug tu bring into use a lalmr-sav- 
ing machine. 

The Reviewer calls me to account Uvr rqwesent- 
ing *'the Goodwin affair** as having had **a 
'* very im|X>rtant relation to the Salem troubles,** 
and attempts to cimtroTert that position. 

On this point, Francis Uutchinson, before 
referred to, gives his vieiia, very decidedly, 
in the following passages: \J^. 9S, 96, 101,] 
**Mr. Cotton Mather, no longer since than 
" IdiK), published the case of one Ooodwin*s chil- 
'* dren. * * * The book was sent hither to be 
''printed amongst us, and Mr. Baxter recom> 
" mended it to our people by a Preface, where- 
'* in he sa3*s : * Tliat man must be a very obdnr- 
***ate Sadducee that will not believe it.* Tlic 
'*year after, Mr. Baxter, pertia|is enamraged 
*' by Mr. ]Mather*s book, pulilished his own Cer- 
" tainty of the World of Spirits, with anotlier 
** testimony, *Tbat Mr. Mather's book would Si- 
" * lence any incredulity that pretended to be 
'"rational.* And Mr. Matlier dispersed Mr. 
"Baxter's book in New England, with the 
*' character of it. as a book that was ungainsaya- 
<* ble.*' 

Speakinff of Mather's book. Doctor Hutdiin- 
son proceeds : ** The judgment I made of it was, 
" that the poor eld woman, being an Irish Pa- 
** pist, and not ready in the signification of Eng- 
"lish words, had entangled herself byasupcr- 
'*stitious lielief, and doubtful answers abi»ut 
** Saints and Charms ; and seeing what advanta- 
'* gcs Mr. Mather made of it, I was afraid I saw 
"part of the reasons that carried the cause 
" against her. And first it is manifest tliat Mr. 
'* Blather is magnified, as having great power 
*' over evil s|>irits. A young man in his family 
'* is represented so holy, that the place of his du- 
" votions was a certain cure of the young virgin's 
' * fits. Then his grand-father's and father's hooks 
*' have gained a testimony, that, Ufion occasion, 
** may 1^ improve one knows not how far. For 
*' amongst the many experiments tlut were mtide, 
"Mr. Mather would bring to thisyoun«( maid, the 
"Bible, the Atnemhly^M Caterhi$m, his^grand- 
'* father Cotton's Milk for Babes, his father's 
'* Hemartahle Prttvidenees, and a book to prove 
" that there were Witches ; and when any of these 
" were offered for her to read in. she would be 
' ' struck dead, and fall into convulsions^ * Tiiese 
" * good books,* he says, ' were mortal to her * ; 
**and lest the world should lie so dull as not to 
"take him right, he adds, *I ho|)e I have not 
" ' spoiled the credit of tlie books, by telling 
" ' how much the DerU htted them.' " 



t 



A 



is language, poMishcd by Doctor H«lAiB-> 
son, in England, during the life-tloM of tiM 
Mathers, shows how strong was the cpi^on, aft 
that time, that the writings of those two 
were designed and used to promote tlie 
lence of the Witchcraft snperstitioo, and 
ly that such was the effect, as well as the 
pose, of Cotton Mather's fiublicatHin of tlie 
of the Goodwin children, put into such 
tion, as it was, hy htm and Baxter, ia both Old 
and New England. In tlie same eunneotiQa, 
Francis Ilutchinsi « says : * *■ Olisenre the time ef 
" tlie publication of tliat book, and of Mr. 
''ter's. Mr. Mather's came out in \WL 
"Mr. B:ixtcr*s the year after; and Mr. Matbei^ 
" father's RemarialiU Protidentes had l»ee« oat 
" liefore that; and, in the year 1 802, thefrigbtoaBi 
"fits of the afili(;tod, and the imprisoomcBt 
"execution of Witdics in New England, 
" as sad a calamity as a plague or a war. I 
"know that 3Ir. Mather, in hisUte F<iliq, in- 
"putcsitto the Indian Pawaws sending tMr 
" spirits amongrt thefn ; Ixit I attrilmte it to Mr. 
" Baxter's liook, and Ills, and his father*a, aad tfM 
" false prindples, and f rightful storici, that filled 
" the pe(»ple*s mind# with great feara and <laa-> 
" gcrous notiona.** 

Our own Ifutchinsoa, in his HisUrf •/ JUki^ 
achusetU, [IL i5f7.] alludes to the excitenMift 
f»f the public mind, occas'oned by the case ef 
the GiMidwin children. " I liave often,** be my% 
" heard |)ersons who were of the neighborhood, 
* * si)cak of the great consternation it < 

In citing this author, in tlie present 
certain facts are alwaj's to be borne in rniad. 
One (»f his sisters was the wife «*f Cotti»n Mathcf^ 
son, t«)ward« whom Hutchinson cht-rished aeali- 
ments appropriate to sudi a near connection, end 
of which Samuel Mather was, there is no reawa 
to doubt, worthy. In the Preface to his llrit ml* 
ume he s|)eaks thus : ** I am obliged to no o^ 
''i*r ])cr8on more than to my fri<-nd and broUwr, 
" the Reverend Mr. Matlier, whose library hai 
" l>een ofien U> me, as it had been before to the 
** Reverend Mr. Prince, who has taken froai 
" thence the greatest and most valuable pait of 
" what he had collected.** 

Moreover, this very library was, it can hardly 
lie questioned, that of Ctaum Mather; of which, 
in his Diary, he S|)eaks an ** vnry great.** In aa 
inteiestiiig article, to which I may refer a^i^Tua, 
in the Collections of tk^ JfassachHs^tis JKHtrit 
eal Society, [TV. iL 12S}, we are t4>1d that, intiie 
inventory of tlie estate of C(»tt(m Matlier, AM 
by his Administrator, " not a single liook h 
" mentioned among the assets of this eccentric 
" scholar.** He had, it Is to be presumed, gfvcB 
them all, in his life-time, to his S4>n, who aae- 
ceeded to his ministry in the North CbordL ll 
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When the ddioM^ of hw rdation to tbeVath- 
cr family and the benefit be waa deriTing from 
that library are eonstderrd, the avoidanoe, liy 
Hatchinson, of any unpleasant reference to C«it- 
ton Mather, by name, is honorable to hia fetrl- 
ingi. Bat he maintained, nererthclcss. a faith- 
ful allegiance to the truth of hi'^torT, as the fol- 
lowing, as well as many (»tlR*r iiassai^^es, in his 
inyaluable work, strikingly show. Tliey prove 
that he regarded Mather's '* printed account** of 
the case of the Ooodwin children, as having a 
very important relation to the immediately subse- 
quent delusion in Salem. * * The eldest was taken,** 
he says, **into a Minister's family, where at first 
** she liehaved orderly, but after some time sud- 
• ' dently fell into her fits. ** * * The account of her 
'* sufferings is in print ; some tilings are men- 
**tioned as extraordinary, which tumblers are 
'* every day taught to perform ; (»there seem more 
'* than natural ; but it was a time of great crcd 
•• uliiy. • ♦ ♦ The printed account was pub- 
•Mished with a Preface by Mr. Baxter. • ♦ ♦ 
'* It obtained credit snflSdent, together with oth- 
"er preparative^ to dispose the whole country 
** to be ttsily imposed upon, by the more ezten- 
'* sive and more tragical scene, which was prcs- 
•^ ** endy after acted at adem and other imrts of 
*Hhc county of Essex.** After mentioning sever- 
al works publishcdin England, conUining'*ittteA- 
•'^eoricf,** witoh-trials, etc., he proceeds: ''All 
" these books were in New England, and theoon- 
' ' formity between the liehavior of Goodwin's chil- 
** dren. and most of the supposed be- witched at 
" Salem, and the behavior of those in England, 
'* is so exact, as to leave no room to doubt tlie 
*' stories had been read by the New England 
"persons themselves, or had been told to them 
" by others who had read them. Indeed this 
*' conformity, instead of giving suspicion, was 
" uiiged in confirmation of the truth of both. 
" The Old England demons and the New being 
•* so much alike.** 

It thus appears that the opinion was entertain- 
ed, in England and this country, that the notorie- 
ty given to the case of the Goodwin children, es- 
pecially by Mather's printed account of it, had 
an efficient influence in bringing on the *'trag- 
•• ical scene,** shortly afterwards exhibited at 8a 
lem. This opinion is shown to have l>een correct, 
by the extraordinary similarity between them 
— the one lieing patterned after the other. The 
Salem case, in 1692, was, in fact a sul«tantia] rep- 
etition of the B*>ston case, in 1688. On this 
point, we have the evidence of Cotton Mather 
himself. 

The Rev. John Hale of Beverly, who was as 
well qualified as any one to oom|)are them, hav- 
ing lived in Cbariestown, which place had been 
the residence of the GkKKlwin family, and been 

active partidjMtor in the prosecutions at Ba- 
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lem, in his book, entitled, A m^ied Suptirf imU 
the natwr€ of Witcher^ written in 1697, bvl 
not printed until 1702, after mentioning the fact 
that Cotton Matlicr liad publislicd an account of 
the conduct of the Goodwin children, and brief- 
ly describing the manifestations and actions of the 
Salem girls, says : [p. f4] ** I will nfit enlarge in 
*'the description of their cruel sofferinga, be- 
"caus" tliey were, in all thing^ afilictod as bad 
** as J«»hn Goodwin's children at Boston, in the 
**yuar 1689, as he, tliat will read Mr. Mather's 
** luMik on RemartahU Protideneet^ p. 8. Ac., 
"may read part of what these children, and af- 
'* terwards sundry gniwn persons, suffered by the 
*' hand of S:itan, at Salem Villa^ and parts ad- 
jacent. Anno 1691-f, yet there was more in 

* their sufferings than in those at Boston, by 

* pins invisibly stuck into tlieir flesh, prickiiu^ 
' with irons (as, in part, published in a book 

"priutod 1698, viz: The Wonders of the IntU- 
**ible World,y This is proof of the highest 
authority, that, with tlie exceptions mentioned, 
tliero was a perfect similarity in the detaila of 
the two cases. ^Ir. Hale*s book had not the ben- 
efit of his revision,'as it did not pass through the 
press until two years after his death ; and we thus 
account for the error as to the date of the Good- 
win affair. 

In making up hb Magnalia^ Mather had the 
use of Hale*s manuscript and transferred from it 
nearly all that he says^ in that work, about Salem 
Witdbcraf t. He copies the passage above quoted. 
The fact, tlierefore, is suflkiently attested by 
Mather as well as Hale, that, with the exceptions 
stated, there was^ " in all things,** an entire simil- 
arity between the cases of 16& and 1692. 

Nay, f urtlier, in this same way we have the ev- 
idence of Cotton Mather himself, that his *' print- 
*' ed account,** of the case of Uie Goodwin chil- 
dren, was actually used, as an authority, by the 
Court, in the trials at SsUem — so that it is dear 
*fthat the said " account,** contributed not only, 
by its circulation among the people, to bring on 
the prosecutions of 1692, but to cany them 
through to their fatal results— Mr. Hale says: [p. 
S7,] " that the Justices, Judges and others con- 
** cemed, *' consulted the precedents of former times, 
and precepts laid down by learned writers about 
Witolicraft. He goes on to enumerate them, 
ineutioriing Keeble, Sir Matthew Hale, Glanvil, 
Bernard, Baxter and Burton, concluding the list 
^ith " Cotton Mathefs Menuyrdble Protidenue^ 
^^' relating to Witchem^ printed, anno 1689.^ Ma- 
ther transcrilies this also into the Magnalia, The 
Memorable Providences is referred to by Hale, in 
another place, as containing the case of the Good- 
win children, consisting, in fact miunly of it. 
[j9. £5]. blather, having HhIu's lKx>k liefore 
him, must, therefore be considered as endorsing 
the opinion for which the Reviewer calls me to 
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> . acoouDt, Dunelj, tbat " the Goodwin affair had a 
i *' Tery important relation to the Salem trunlilea." 
* What is sustained touching this point, liy lN>th 
the Ilutchinsons, Hale, and Cotton Mather him- 
self, cannot be disturbed in its i>ositiun, aa a 
truth of History. 

The reader will, I trust, excuse me for gcins 
into such minute processes of investigation ana 
reasoning, in such comparatively unimportant 
points. But, as the long-received opinions, in 
reference to this chapter of our history, have been 
l)rought into question in the columns of a journal, 
justly commanding the public confidence, it is 
necessary to re- examine, the grounds on which 
they rest. Tliis I prDi)ose to do, without regard 
to ialxir or space. I shsill not rely u|M>n general 
considerations, Imt endeavor, in the course of 
thitf diticassion, to sift eveiy topic on whidi the 
Reviewer has struclc at the tintli of histoiy, fair- 
ly and ihonnighly. On this iiarticular |M>int, of 
the re]nti<;n of these two instances of alleged 
Witchcraft, in localities so near as Boston and 
Biilem, and with so short an interval of time, gener- 
al considerations would ordinarily lie regarded 
as sufficient. From the nature of things, the 
former must have served to bring about the lat- 
ter. The intercommunication between the places 
was, even then, so constant, that no imi>oi1ant 
event could hap|>en in one without being known 
^n the other. By the thousand channels of cim- 
versation and nmior. and by Mather*s printed ac- 
count, endorsed by Baxter, and put into circula- 
tion throughout the country, the details of the al- 
leged sufferings and extraordinary doings of the 
^ Goodwin children, must have become well known, 
, in Salem Villnge. Such a conclusion would lie 
fonnoci, if no particular evidence in snppoit of 
it could I>e adduced ; but when corroborated by 
the two Hutchinsons, Mr. Hale, and, in effect, 
*by Mather himself, it cannot 1>c shaken. 
"■^'^ As htts lieen stated. Cotton Mather, previous to 
his experience with those *')>ests,^ as the Re- 
viewer happily calls "the Goodwin children,** 
probably iK'lieved in the efficacy of pray- 
er, and in that alone, to combat and beat down 
evil spirits and their infernal Prince: and John 
G(M)dwin's declaration, that it was not by his 
advice that he went to the law, is, therefore, en- 
tirely credible in itsell The protracted trinl, 
however, patiently persevered in for several long 
months, when he had every advantage, in his 
own house, to pray the devil out of the eldest 
of the children, resulting in her becoming more 
and more ' * saucy,^ insolent, and outrageous, may 
have undermined his faith to an extent of which 
he might not have been wholly conscious. He say^ 
in concluding his Ftory in the Kagitalia^ VBwk 
91. p. 75.] that, after all other methods had fail- 
ed, *'one iMirticiilar Minister, taking particular 
compassion on the family, set himself to serve 
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''them in the methods prfsoibsd Imt ovLoid 
*' Jesus Christ Acoordsaglj, the Loid bdnc 
*' besought thrice. In three days of imycr, witB 
*' fasting on this occasion, the fanUjr then saw 
" their aeliverBSce perfected." 

It is worthy of reflcrtion, whether H was DOt 
the fasting, that seems to have lieea especially 
enforced **on this nrrasioD,^ and lor **tbrM 
" days,** that cured the giri. A similar appli- 
cation had before operated as a temporary rem- 
edy . Mather tells us, In his Mem &r mUs i¥ s> < 
dencM^ [p. 57,] referring to a date previout to 
tlie *' three days ** Anting, **Mr. Morton, of 
"* Chariestown, and Mr. Allen, Mr. Moody, Mr. 
** Willard, and myself, of Boston, with some dn- 
** voutneighbore, kept another day of praTcr nt 
** John Goodwin*s house ; snd we had all the 
** children present with us there. The cfaild- 
'* ren wire miserably tortured, while we labored 
** in our prayers ; but our good God was nig^ 
** unto us, in what we called upon him tor. 
^ From this day, tite power of the enemy was 
^ broken ; and the children, though assaults aflcr 
** this were made upon them, yet were not no 
** cnielly handled as liefbre." 

It must have been a hard day lor all eott- 
cemed. Five Ministers and any nonbcr nf 
^ good praying people,** as Goodwin calls tkc■^ 
together with his whole family, could not Imt 
have crowded his small house. The ciiildm, 
on such occa ions, often proved veiy troubln- 
some, as stated above. Goodwin says, ** the two 
** biggest, lying on the bed, one of them would 
" fain have' kicked the g<¥>d men, while tliqr 
** were wrestling with God for them, had I not 
**held him with all my power and might.** 
Fasting was added to the prayera, that wcrs 
kept up during the whole time, this Ministcft 
relieving each other. If the fasting had been 
continued three days, if is not unlikely that ths 
cure of the children would, then, have proved 
effectual and lasting. The account given in ths 
Memorahleg and the Mdgm^lia^ of the condoetof 
these children, under the treatment of Mather 
and the other Mnisters, is, indeed, roost Indi- 
crous ; and no one can lie expected 'to look mt it 
in anv other light He was forewamefl that, in 
printing it, he would expose himself to ridienlei 
He tells us that tlie misi-hievons, Imt bright and 
wonderfully gifted, giri, the eldest of tM chil- 
dren, getting, at one time, possession of his 
manuscript, pretended to lie, for the moment, 
incapndtated, by the Devil, for reading it; and 
he further infofn:s us, ** 8be*d hect«tr me at n 
** strange rate for the work I was at, and threm- 
'* en me with I know not what m'schlcf fiir It. 
^ She got a History I was writing of this Wlt^- 
** craft; and thoc^h she had, bemre this, md H 
^ over and over, yet now she could not md (I 
^^believe) on« entire sentence of it; bvl tte 



made of it the moit lidiculoaaTniTesli in Ih« 
world, with such ■ pstneu and eicfss of faa- 

— ip|>1y tliF KenK tlial >be put npon it, 

9 nninicil at. Anil tlic parlicularlj 

, Tl>nt I Bliould qnicki; come to <lii- 

grace hj that liislur;." 

" )( nolicable tlinl Ids Gf>ni1irin children, 

Ibrir iinilainn at Bnlviii Village, the " »(- 

fficted," aa Ihcj were cnlled, were car ful. ci- 

in certain cases of emergence, not to liare 

' oiglit'f sleep diBlurlwl, and nercr lost an 

rtite for their regular incaK I cannot but 

Dink that if the Vilhtge girU had, onee iti a 

ikhilc, lihe llie Onwlwin cliililren, l)cen cnmpi-I1- 

Ad lu go fnr a day or two npon lerv short a!- 

WHnce. it wnnlil liare soon brought llieir 

■iwrt" to an I'od. 

Nothing is more true thnn that, in estimating 

« conduct and character of men. allowance 

ust lie made for the natural, and almost necps- 

17, influence of tlic opiniiiDS and customs of 

leir times. But this excuse will not whollv 

ie!t«r the Mallier^ TUuy are nn-werable, asl 

iTe shown, ntn.'c than aliucHt any other men 

ITB been, for Ihe opinions uf their time. 

It was, indeed, n supeniliiious age; but 

tnade mnch mure an b; their operations, 

Influence, and writings l>eginuing with In- 

BRase Mathcr'a inoTcmcnt, at llie assembly of 

Ac Ministers, in 1081, and ending with Cotton 

Mather's dealings with the Gno<lwin children. 

•nd the account thereof which lie printed and 

drculatcd, far and wide. Fur this reason, then. 

In the first plaice, I hold those two mi^n rcsponsi 

ble fnr what is calletl '• 3 ilom Witclicraft." 

IblTBvllliitted and fh own thU Cotton SCM- 

Fwi^nally relied only upon prayer in bis eonPI 

Jit with Satanic powers. But the lime was at] 

tend, when other we^ipons than (he sword of 

Spirit were to be drawn in that warfare. 



No instance of the roapnnsitiilitj of particular 
persons for the nets of a Government, in the 
wbole range of history, is more decisive or uo- 
f ueationable, thjn Hint of the Matliers. lather 
' BOO. for the trials imd eaecution*, fi>r tliR al- 
^ d crime of Wiiehi-mli, at 8 lem, in IBUB. 
, Increase Uillier lia>1 been in Ennlnnd, as one 
4f the Agents of Ihe Colony of M»s<>achu<ictl>, 
forKTcral years, in the liut p.irl of the reign 
of James IL and Ihe Iwginning of that of Will- 
iam ani 31ary. coTeriog much of the period be- 
tween the abro^tion of the Qnt Cbaiteraiii] 
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the ralnblisbment of Ihe Provinee under the 
second Charter. Circumstances had conspired 
to gire him great influence in organizing the 
Oori-mment provided for in the new Charter. 
His son deicrilies him as "one thai, liesidea a 
" aialion in the Church of Qod, as considcr:ible aa 
" any that bis oitn country can nflbrd. hulh for 
"divers jcai»'T>mc off irith honor, in his appli- 
"catinn to three crownal heads and the chief- 
" est nobility of three kingdoms." 

Being iiatiHfle<l that a restorurion of the old 
Charier could not l>e obtalneil. Increase Malhcr 
acquieoced in what he deemed a necessity, and 
lient his efforts (o haie as fnvomlile tenns as 
possible sccuml in the new. His colleagues in 
the agency, Elisha Cooke and Thnniss Onka, 0)>- 
posed Ills course — the former, with great deter- 
mination, taking the ground of the "old Chartei 
■■or none." This threw them out of all commo- 
nicalion with the Ilnine dvemmcnt, on Ibe Bul)- 
ject, and gave to Mr. Matlier conlmlting infln- - 
enoe. He was requealed by the Miniaiers of the 
Crown to name the officers of the new Qovcra- 
msat; and, in fact, had the free and anleselec- 
tiua of them nil. Sir William Phips was ap- . 
pointed Governor, at his solicitation; and, in ' 
accordanee with enniejt reeomcndations, in •- 
latter from Cotton Mather. William Stoughton 
wa* appointeii Dcpnty-govemor, thereby snpe^ 
ceding Daufurib, one of the ablest men iiC 
the novince. In fnci, every member of the 
Council owed Ilia seat to the Mathers, and, po-4 
liifcally, was their creature. Great was tlit ei- 
ultalinn of Cotton Mather, when the intelligence 
reached him. Ihus espressed in his Diary: "The 
for favor is now come, yea, Ihe set-lime 
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have Ijeen cmployeil to 
aWnt parent, nnd the deliverance and aettle- 
nicnl of my poor country. We have not the-t 
former Charter, bnt we have a be.tter in th« 
room of it; one which mnch better suita onr* 

And, instead of mj being j 
sncrifice to wicked rulers, all the 
"Councillors of the Province are of my father's 

" al related to mc, and several brcllirt-n of my 
" own Chureli, are among them. The Governor 
'■ of llie Province is not my enemy, but one 
" whom I baptiicil. namely. Sir William Phips, 
" noil one of my flock, and one of my dearest 

Tlie whole numl>er of Councillors was twenty-^ 
eight, three of tlicm, al least, being of Ihc Math- 
er Church. John Phillips was Cotton Math- 
er's father-in-law. Two years before. Sir Will- 
iam Phips had been buptixcd by Cotlon Math- 
er, in the presence of the congregation, and re- 
ceived into the Church. 

Tbe " aet time," BO long prayed for, wu of brief 
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clurntinn. I^e influence of the Matbcn ow 
the politics of tlic Province was limited to th« 
fint port of Priip«'a aliort ati mini stmt ion. At 
tUe very next elctlion, in Sia;, 1003, ten nf tift 
Conncillon were left nut; and Elliha Cooke; 
tlwir greut oppunt-nt, was clioiiui to Ibu hodj; 
al(linU)()) n^iitiTGd liy Pliip*. in tlie eserciae o^ 
bla preroKilive, under the Cliartcf.'> 

IncreastMmlifrcniiiPovt-riiitlieBaniesliipwith 
tlic GnvL'mor, llie ti'uniufli, frignte. AsPliips nna 
ilia parisliloncr, ovcil lu liim bia offlce, and wita 
necciisiirily tlin^vn into cloee inlimncj, during 
tbe lohg TO^age, lie fell naiurnll; under liia in- 
flaence. wliicli, all tilings considered, eould not 
have failed to be controllinjr. The Qovernor 
iraa on illitenl« pemon. hut of generoue, con- 
fiding, and Euscep I ibic impul^'sj and the elder 
Matbcr n'BS prcciwlj fitted to nrquirc an aa- 
cendcnc; over aucli ft cliarucler. He bftd been 
twice abroad, in liia earlj nionliood and in hia 
later yetkT*, lind knonleflge or tlie world, been 
conversant with leame<l men in College* and 
amrmgdiatinanialjed Di vines and Statesmen, nud 
■een much of Courts and llie operulions of Gov- 
ernmcota. With n more e>ten<leil experience 
and observation than his sun, hia deporlmenl 
was nrnre dignified, and bis judpiient infl- 
nitclj better; n bile liis tulenta and nequirenients 
were not far, if at all, if>ferior. Wlicij Pbips 
landed in Boston, it could not, therefore, tinve 
been otlienrise than that he should pa>s undtr 
the cnatrol of the ^latbcrs, the one acconipnnT- 
ing. the other meeting him on the sbore. Thej 
were IrMTcligfoni tcachcm nnd guides; bj Qieif 
efflcient patronage and exertions ho had lieen 

§ laced in his high office. Tliev, his Depul|v 
loughton, and the wliole clasa of pirson- uS 
der their iiiSuence, at once gulhered almul Iiini; 
nve him hia first iinpressiorK, and (liraCtpr 
nis moTemente. B; tlieir talents nndpofititti, 
tbe Mathers controlleil the people, and kepA 
' - open a chnnncl Ihrnugli whfdi tliey cnuki reaelk 
the ear of Ro.viilt.r. The Government of the 
Province wiis nnmin«l!y in Pliipa nnd his Coun- 
cil, Imt tbt Jli.llur-( WL-re n power Wbind llie 
throne prciiliT lh.in llie llirnne ilself. Tbe fol- 
lowing Irtler, never before puliiisbril, for nhieh 
1 am indcliterl to Abner C. Gooilell, Esq., Vice- 
preaident of the Ersex Inslitule, shon-a lioir 
thcj bora thcmaelveB liefore tbe Legislature, and 
communicated with the Home Government. 

" I have only to a9S'~~e vour Lordship, that 
"the generality nf Ilieii Miiieslics subjecls (»o 
"far as I can I'lndi-rstnml) do, i\'ith nil tbank- 
" fulness, receive tlie fnvors, which, by the new 
" Charter, are granted to Iheni. The last week, 
''the General Assembly (which, your Lor<lsliip 
" knows, ii our Hiw England Fariiament) con- 



' vened at Boston. I did then exhort tbea to 
of thinks to their H^Jea- 
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hich, I sm since informed, the Asam- 

lily hare unanimonaly agreed to do, aa in dirty 

they nr>.> liound. I have also acquainted tb« 

whnlt Aawmbiy, how much, not myself only, 

liul they, mid sll this Province, are obliged to 

j^our Lordship in particular, which they baTC 

a grateful sense of, aa b; letten rrom'tbcm- 

" selves Jour Lordship will perceive. If I tnaj, 

"in anj Ihing. serve their Majesties intrmt 

" here, I shall, on that account, think myself 

happy, and shall always study to approve my- 

" aelf, Mj Lord, 

" Ynur most bumble. thankfliH 
" BosTOK, N. E. and ol«dient Servant, 

" June S3, 1603. Ircheask Uatekk. 

"To the Ht. Hon"* tbe Earl or Nottikobam 
'■ his Maj"" Principal Sciretaiy of Bute 
"at Whitehall.'* 
While they could tlina address the Oenenl 
AsBcmbly, and ibeMiniBleraorSlnte.inLondaa, 
the Government here was, as Butcbinsor — ' 
enlly n-gsfded it, [i. SG5; ii. 69.] "a Mi 
ADMnnsraa-noH." It waa '■ short, sharp, m 
decisive.'" It oecneO in great imwt 
ourae wal marked with tem>r and hai 
ended with myslerioussuddenness; and it 
lument is Salem Witchcraft — the "jtiiia 
urdtr," as tiie Reviewer calls it, of twen 
: and women, aa innocent in Iheir live* ■ 
they vrere heroic in tb^r deaths. 

Tlic SoHtvrli arrived in Boston harbor, to- 
wnnl^ the evening of [be fourteenth ot May, 16BS. 
Judge SewiiU's Dia y, now in the poesesaion of 
llie SlHFsacbusclla Historical 8i>ciety, haa tUt 
entry, at tbe Hlnve dale. " Candles are lighted 
" before he gela into Town House, B companiM 
" nail on him to his house, and then OB ICiL 
" Miither to his. made no vollii^, becauae *t«aa 
" S bturday nighf 

The next day, the Governor attended, we may 
be sure, public worship with the congregatitM 
to which lie belonged; and the occasion wu 
undoubtedly duly noticed. Aftrr so long aa 
absence. Increase Mather could not have bikd 
lo aildress hi» people, the son also taking part 
in the interesting sc.vicc. The }>resence, in 1^ 

Er, of the m.in who. a short tune liefora, bad 
n rrgeneralcd by tbeir preaching, and DMr 
re-appenred among them with the title artd 
commission of Governor of New England, 
added to the previous honon of Knightbood, at 
once suggested lo nil, and parliculurly impress 
ed upon him, un appreciating conyiclim of tl 
political triumph, as well aa clerical BChicT 
nieol, of the associate Mioisteis of tbe Nm 
Boston Church. Prom what we know of tl 
state of the public mind at that tiiM^ ai 
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9 Eicellcncy nod tlie 

n-erc, tlmt dxj. eali'Ttainrii. 

' jfonddv, the sixlFcnlb. wns ilcvoled to tlie 

fualoni«i of the piiMic induclion of the new 

JoTeranient. There wai > procession to the 

n-bouie, irliere tlie CuiuminionB of the 

enior ami Deputy-goT=mnr, icith the Clisr- 

tr aada which the; were sppoinleil, were kt- 

rallT re»<l nloutl to the p ople. A public 

"inerrolliiweft: *nil. at iu cluw, Sir Willinm 

IS tdcurled tu hU resi<)L'nce. At the meeting 

if tbt Coancil. tlie aeit iIht, IIic sevcnleenth, 

m oalhi of oHice hiTing l>ecn adioinistcrcd, nil 

u voteil "that tliere be n general 

^meeting o' the Coilndl upon Toestlii.v next, 

> the iw en 1;- fourth of Mnv current, in Boston, 

^ >t two o'clnck, pa«l-nieriiiian, to nominate and 

p uppoiot Ju'lge*. Justices, nnil other ntBcora ni 

l^the Council and Courti of Justice within Ihia 

^thtir Miijiatie't Province lielongjng, and that 

1" DOtice therent, or suininoiis.be forth wit li issued 

'mber? of the Coimcil now ab- 

The folloning letter from ttMraitaB PUpt 
P|lo the GoTernment at hnme, receu'l; pracurm) 
a England by Mr. Oootlell, was published 
lin the last Tolume oflhe Mlrttiontofthe Eta 
BjattJOitf— Volume IX., Purl IL I print it, en- 
KVre, and requeat the reader to emmlne it. cire- 
Kfllllj, Hnj 10 refer to it ns occasion nriies in 
" ' 'scu'sio-, as it n a kej to the whole tiana- 
I of the Wilchcrafl trials. Its openinp 
KC dnaonatrsiB the iniu'eision made 1^ 
who tint met and sutroondcd him, on bif 
ucitable nature: 

" Wllen I fLret arrived, I found tbia Priivina 
"miseiAbl; harassed with a most bornt^ 

1*" wilcbcran or possession of devila, which hBa" 
" broke in upon aeveral towns, some scores o# 
"poor penpis w«r« taken with pretematnrA 
" I(WHlBit%,S'im? "milled with brimstone, some 
" had pin ^ «tiick lii their flesh, nthcrd hurrieil 
** into the fire nnil water, and some dmgged out 

I" of their houses and carried over the tops of 
•• trees and bills for many miles together; it 
"hath been rfpresented to nie much like that 
" of Sweden about thirtj years [.go ; and there 
** were many committe'l to prison upon suspi- 
"don of Wilchcralt before my arriTal. The 
''load cries and clamours of the friends of the 
^idBtcted people, witli the adrice of the Dep- 
" oly-gOTemor and many others, prerailed with 
" me to give a Commissinn nf Oyer and Ti-rmi- 
" ner for discovering what Wilchcrnft might be 
''at the bottom, or whether it were not a poa- 
** Kssioo. The chief Judge in this Commission 
" waa the Deputj-goTemor, and the real wen 



'periona of the best prndence and fl^rcthat 
'could then lie pilchnl upon. When the Court 
' enme to sit tx S dcm, in tin- Connty of E-«ei, 
' they coDvicled more than Iwcoty pursons lie- 
'ing guilty of wilchcraft, annie of the con- 
'viclwi confc4i«l their guilt; the C'inrt, as I 
' understand, began rheir pruciiilin<r!t with the 
' accusations of afflicteil jiersiins; »nil then went 
'upon other humane evidences to sITi-nglhen 
that. I waa, almoft the whole time of ihe 
' proceeding, abroad in th« service ol their 
-H^estiea, in'be Eutem part of Ihe country, 
'anddependedup'nlhejudgmentor the Court, 
'as to ■ method of proceeding in cases of 
' witchcra'fl ; hut when I came Immc I I'uand 
'many persona In a slrsngc ferment of disaat- 
' isfactioo, which was ineresscd I'y some hot 
' spirits lliiit blew up the flame ; hut on inquir- 
' ing Into the ntallur I found that the Devil 
' lind taken upon him Ihe name nnd thape of 
' sevenl pcnona wtio were doubtleaa innocent, 
'and, to my certain knowledge, of gomlrcpula- 
' lion ; fur vrhirli enuse I have now forbidden 
' the comniilling of any more Ihsi tlinll Im bc- 
'cuscil, Kitiiout unavoidable necessity, and 
' those that have been committed I would shol- 
' ler from any proceeilings ngninst them where- 
' in there may be the least suspicion of any 
* wrong to lie dune unto the innocent. I would 
' alto wait for any particular directions or eoro- 
' mands, if Iheir Majesties please to pve me 
' UDT, for the fuller ordering this perplexed 

"I have also pat a slop to the printing of any 
' discourses one way or other, that mny increase 
-the ncedlussdisputesofjH-opleupon thisocca- 
' sion, liecausel saw a likelihood of kindling an 
' inc'ilinguishable flame if 1 should admit any 
' public und o|>en conlcFts; and I hare jniereil 
'to see that some, who should have done their 
'Majesties, nnd this Provi nee. Iietter service, hav« 
> so far taken council of passion as to desire the 
'precipitancy of these matters; these thing! 
' nnrc been improved by some to give me many 
' inlerrupt'ons in their Majcs' its service [uftieA] 
' has Ijcen lier by nnhappilv clogged, and l, ■! 
' persons, who have made so ill improvement >'■' 
' these matti-ra here, are seeking to turn it upon 
'mc, but I hereby di^lare, that as soon as I came 
'from fighting against the ir Hajestics enemies, 
'and uni'eretood wh::t danger some of their 
' innocent subjects might be exposed to, if the 
' evidence of the olflicted persons only did pre- 
' vail, either to the committing, or trying any of 
' them, 1 did. before any application was made 
' onto me aliout it, put a stop to the proceed- 
' ings of the Ciurt and they are now slopped 
' till their HajesUea pleasure lie known. Sir, I 
' beg pardon for pviog jou all this trouble; 

itTwij^-^ -^«*^ *<^ >- ' 
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" T1i«t my I.nrd PrmUleiit be pleawd to bo- 
" qaninC liis Mnjistj' in Cnuncil with tbc ac- 
''cnuiit recciTGil Ihini New En inland, from Sir 
" W" Phips, the GoTernor Ihere, touchio); pro- 
"ceedings ngaitift several pei*>M for Wilcli 
" crsfl, ■« appuira bv tlie OnTcmar't letter con- 
" cemiDg tlioBC mulien." 

Tlic furcEoin^ dKcuDuiil. I repent, iadicBtea 
tlie kinil of inlh with wliiHi Pliips wiu aceosti'd, 
when Hti-iiiiinii iwliDre. EmgL'.-iratwl rnpresctiu- 
li.ins of till- Li«nn;^liinL: ni-rai R'tiCM iit S.ilem Vil- 
W'^i; hiir^i u|>iMi liiiii friHii nil. wlimii he irntiUI 
li!ivj> ii'L'ii Ilk .ly [i> m vl. The comaer In Wbicb 
ibu M:itli''r-i. thniLi;;h lilm. Iiitd tct eieluiivo pn# 
Mmitn of the Government of tile Provlnoe, prnt- 
Blilrkc|(tliiaifrii>ainin;clinKtreet;aniong, orhK 
lag much opportimiir to meet, any lending mil^ 
iHUHide of llit Council and Um ptftyrepreaenlfT.^ 
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nhen he hod miilc up bi<i mind tu l>reak 
loose from thiini; wlin liid letl him [i> the liitatv 
apirantment of the 3|itc'ml Court, there iasignif- 
icancE in bis Inngiiiige. "I tUV« grfoTBrt to lA 
"tiiM some, who ahnaid bare dnne thdr yinjA 
"tiei, iwil the Pforiocs, !>ottcr service, b*Te ift 
" far ttikon counsel of pnuinn. ai to dnire thS 
" prceipitaDcy of thi!se mntters." This refers to* 
and nnionntt tn a cnndcmnntion of, the ndvi'ier^ 
nrbo had influenced bim to tlie nuh measured 
adnptel on bis nrrivnK Hoiv rA^li and proci|ii- 
late tho5c m!asunn were I now proceed to ehow. 
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So greKt \nu the prewure made ii|ion Si 
William Phips, by tbe wild panic to which the 
community bad iieen wrought, IhnE he ordered 
the pcranns who had licen committed to priwiD 
by the Salem Illagislralei, to be put in irons; 
but bis nalunl kindness of heart itnd cumiaon 
sente led bim to rulm the unju^tiflO>le severity. 
Profeswr Bowen, in his Lift'ifFhlp: emlirnced 
in Rparks's Amrriatn Biogropht/, [ti'i, ^i.] Kayi: 
" Sir Wiltium seems not to liaTc Iwec in earnest 
" in tbe proceeding; for the officera were permit- 
" ted to evade the order, by putting on tbe irons 
' indeed, but taking them off again, Immediately." 
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On Tucalaj, Um Iwenty-tourth of May, i 

Council met to cjnsider tbe matter spetimltj ■•- 
signed to that day, nsmely, tbe oominatioa kad 
ajifKiintmcnt of Judicial olficen. 

Tbe Governor gHVi: notice <hat be h«l iM«d 
VVrirs fur tbe election of Krprrseiilativea to eoB- 
vme in -t General Court, to \i^ \\t\A <m tbe eighth 

He also laid before tbe Conocil, the MsigDed 
Im^iness, which Was " accordingly •tiended, and 
" divers |>enons. in the respective 0>uBti«» win 
" named, and left tor furtlier coniideration." 

On the twcnty-Stth nf Mny, the CooocO bd^ 
again in icwion. ibe record ssys: "• farther 
" discourne was had alxiut pcmms, in the aever- 
"al Countin, for Justices and other ofiicera, and 
"it was judged advisable to defer tbe considcn- 
" tioo of fit penons for Judgeii, until Ultra bt 
" an entabliihiiient of Courts of JastiQe." 

At tbe next iiieetin;^, on the Iwi-nty seventh Ol 
>Iay, it was iirdored Uiat the members of the 
Council, severally, and their Secretory, should b« 
■lu'iicca of the Peace and Quorum, in tlie reapee- 
liveCounlia where tliey reside: a long list, b*- 
shIcs. wih adopted, appointing the penons named 
in it Justicta. u nlso Sheriffs and Ciiruncr* ; anri 
a SpeciAi, OsurtopOyer anoTerwueb wases- 
t<ihli>hod for the Counties of BufTolk, Enex. and 
Middlesex, consisting of William Stooghton, 
Chief juTitice, John Richards, Nathaniel Silta». 
stall. Wait Wialhrop. BartbolumewGedney, Sam- 
uel Sewnll, John nutllomc, Jonathiui Corms, 
and Peter Sargent, any Bve of them to be a qoo- 
ruin (Stoughton, Richardi, orOcdoey to be on* of 
Ibe five). 

When we consider tbat the aubjeel had beea 
s)>ecinlly assigned on the scveuteentb, and <U»- 
cusaed for two diij-s, on Ibe twmly-fourth and 
twenty-liflh, to the cooclnsiun that tbe appoint- 
ment of Judges ought to bo deferred, '■ muil 

" thertbianeitahlMmtatofC'JiirUo/Jutlio,'" 

which, by tbe Ciiarter, could only be done by the 
GeniTAl Court which was to meet, as the QoTefnor 
hid notified them, in less tlian a furtnl-^bt — the 
estililiiihment of the Court of Oyer and Termin- 
er, on Ibo twenty-seventh, mint be regard islaa very 
extraordinary. It wni acknowledged to lie anoB- 
authorized proceedure; the duliliemte judgment 
of the Council bid ln-eo expressed agninst jt; 
and Ihere waa no occasion for such hurry, as ttn 
Legislature was so soon In assemble. Tliere must 
liave lieen s strong outside pressum, from some 
qu.aTtcr, to produce such a change of front. 
From fVedilctday to Friday, some pcrwna o( 
great iufluvncemu^l have been hard at work. Ha 
reasons os^itmed, in Ihi: record, for this sudden ra> 
veranl, by the rViuncil, of its deliberate dedaioo, 
are Ibe great numlier of crimiuab wititing trial, 
tbe thronged condition of tbe jails, and " tfait hot 
"BeaBonoftheyeBr,''Mllhetwcntj'M 




L It n further Mated, " there bnlif no judkatura 
' [>rCoDrt«o(Jiistice J'etestabli9lied,"tliat, tbere- 
EjfDre, uurh an cxlraordinar/ atop wsu nrcmaiy. 
*' \ indeeit, rFinarkalile, that, in tlic tacv of their 
. .. n recunlcd cuuTictioia of niK^ifDcj and 
Mproptiaj. and in disregard of tlic p 
l«f the Cluirter wliich, a few daja 

BiFiitn Id obey, tlic Coundl ciiuld 
BlHve been led lu so far "lake counwlufinwion,' 
mf» tt> ntih o*er ereiy barrier lu tbil pi«i|Htati 

ciflc rctercnce ii anywhere niade^ in the 
, to ATitclicrart ; liut the Court 
all cows of ftluny and (illitr crinm. Hk 
"Cottodl Beeords" wwc nut olitaincd (rooi Eng- 
land, nntil 1846. WrilcrB have generally Fpiikrn 
of tbe Court u contisling uf uren Judj^i. SolE- 
oniUira nupintion does not appt-v to luie lud 
toaneiT apiHiinlmcDt ; anil, |>erlia|w, JIatluirtie, 
Vba gcoerallj at*vA a* an Exaniinin); llaipslnte, 
jBDiI mgnrA mint of the Commit meals i>( Ibe 
[wisoiien, ilkl ncit often, if ever, sit as a Judge. 
In thk war, Ibe Court may bave licen reduced Id 
ilien SciViiU was Rppoinird Clerk, 
■nd George Corn-in, High Sh. -riff. 

llaa «etabUihcd and nrganiicd, on the iwenlj} 
•ercnth «r May, the Court lat. on Uie Kcond dl, 
Jnne,larthetmlof Bridget Bishop. IlerDealk 
mmnt aat aigned, on the ris1>>t> ft June, (ii« 



toa 



ivcnMt: ■ndsheiFa& 

•u llic tenlh. Tliis wBa. irulcHl, " pre'' 

"cipiUDCy." Before the Gi-ncml C^ntt had 

''"', poiMbl)-, to make "an t«tablUimcnl of. 




iixin it l>y tbe Chf 

[ilyipruii<;U|H)n the cnuntry, i^wifl 

llelilierate flrel jmlzment of the (>)Uiui) R- 



r. Ihi> S|i 

yijiruii<;U|H)n Ihecnuntry, 

■B iinii>ci»tc ilrel jinlzment of the Cm 

Br, ind not eallvd for l>y any enHs^u-y «if IMI 

mneat which Ibe General Court. jnR amin^S 

Itata^ ciiuld not legally, e/in-lilulinnally. uai 

,_|(qinl«ly, hare met— diiipcd ill haudain Mixfl ; 

f «M a iafaluated and appalled people and link 

.,_ ^ ^o„fj u^ wheeli of the Jtip 






nrc responsible for the en 
a. of tliia Court, nnd fur 
inttanl mtrante n|»in its mlhltS" work, may n 
be fully and -ijieeitiuilly an-incml, will) qIi^iiIu 
demon.ctialiim, Imt we may apprOHch a ns'lsfi 
lory soliitiini of it. We kaoir ilmt a i"^ fnml 
riDieroftbeH«tl>enwiraldbaTeBloii]>ediHTlK'ir 
nlaliona to the Gotemment were, then, control- 
ling. Further, if, at that time, either of (be oth- 
er leading MiaJsterH—WilUn! or A!lcn~had de- 
manded delay, it would bHTC l>een ncceasory to 
pause; Init nr.ne appear to have made 0|H-n o|ipo- 
ntioa ; and all mu^t share in the responiubilitj 
for Bubeeauenl ereDls. 
Phipa my* thai the alTair at Balem Village naa 
. ■■-..- "mnchlikelhatofSwedoi, 



"about Ibirty yeara ago." This flmdMi em J 
waa Cotton Uallier't apecial topir. In bin R'nn- 
dtrt of a,e lathibU Marld, he ^nys tliiil " olber 
•' good people liave in tbi* nviy Ihiti hririu^wd, 

" [ban the people of Gm) in Sneedhind." He 
introdueea, iiilo Ibe WoaJtrt. a iiF)>amle account 
of it ; and repmlucei it in Ilia Li/t of Phipi, va- 
curiiumted iu1i«i,iiiicutly iiitu the 'Sfagnalia. Thn 
Hrst point be make*, in prcM-nlinf; thii our, is as 
followB : "Tlie inbabitanla bad enmrilly niught 
"Oud in t*'^>*°''> "xl f*^ ''"^'^ affliction con- 
" llnued. Wliercu|)on Judgca hid a 8|M^dal 
"Commission to find, and rout out the hi-lliah 
"crew; nnd the rjtlicr, lieenuse anoiber C<HintJ^-, 
"in IheKin^Dn, which had been an molrsted,}^ 
" WW delivered n))on Ibe Meration of lite Witdi-/ 
"(..•Vn" WoH3<-r$ of lh> Litiiihle W-rld.' 
EdU. Limdirn, 1003, p. 4B. 

Tlie iniportunce attached by Cotton Mather to 
the affair in Sweden, oqiecially viewed in con- 
nection irith tl>e fort~:oing extract, iixlicaln that 
Ibe change, I have coujoi-lured. hwl coma over 
biiil. US to the nay In deni with Wilcbca ; nnd 
ihnt ho hod readied Ihe conduMoa that pntyer 
wuuld not, and noIkiii)> but the gnllowa could, ^| 
oniver the emetTKuey. Id tlie Swraisli case, wal 
found the prcccdeut for a ' ' Special CotDDUWun 
"of Oyer and Term' 



ir linve felt tl 



mpor- 



potsiblc, fro 
lii:ie,-|Hin--il'ililmf bavirgurgjmiziiiBUcbnCourt, 
indof tbroiiing jl uji.Ki bis mlvisera. The Iri- 
>unal cuDiialcd of the Deputy -governor, as Cliief- 
}U!itire. and ciglit othiT [NTSoas, nil memlicr^ of 
llic Council, and ench, aa bos lieen alnmn, owing 
liisHBt, at lliat Board, to the Matliera. 

' e ren-nt publication of this letter of Gov- 
Plii]>a enable* us Dow lo explnin certain cir- 
eunistanees, licforc hardly intelllgilitc, and to 
a[i]ireriutc the extent of the outrages committed 
bj those who controlled the od ministration of 
the Province, durin); Ihe Witchcraft trials. 
In IT67, Andrew Oliver, then Secretary of the 
ivvinee, wns dirc'rl«I lo Beareli the Records of 
lheOoveinnii'n< looscertuin precedents, touching 
a point of uiuHi interest at that lime. From bil 
Iti'liorl, |isrt of which is ifivcji in Drake's invd- 
nable Uitlory of Dattaa, [p. 7S8. ] it appears that 
the Deputy finvenior, Btougbton, by the apfxiiut- 
menl of the Oovuraor. atlcnded by the Secretary, 
ailniinistcred Ihe oaths to the meml>crs of the 
Rouse of Representalivea. convened on the eighth 
of June, 1092; thai, as Deputy- ?Tovemor, he sat 
in Conneil, generatty, dnrinji tliat year, and was. 
besides, annnally cleeled to Ibe Council, until hit 
death, in 1T01. All that time, be was sitting, in 
the doulile cajiadty of an a-ifficiK aiid an elect- 
ed meml>cr; and for much the greater part of it, 
in the abecnce of Phipa, as acting Governor. lie 
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Reooiditbow that he Mit in Coaneil when Kr 
William Pbipt wu present, and prenided over it, 
when he was not present, and ever after Pbips^s 
decease, until a new Governor came over in 1899. 
His annoal election, by the Houne of Representa- 
tives, as one of the twenty-eight CuuDcillors, 
while, as Deputy or acting Governor, he was enti- 
tled to a seat, is quite remarkable. It gave him 
a distinct legif>lative character, and a right, as an 
elected member of the l)ody, to vote and act, di- 
rectly, in all cases, without restraint or einlwirras- 
ment, in debate and on Committees, in the mak- 
ing, as well as administering, the law. 

In the letter now under consideration. Gov- 
ernor Phips says: ** I was almost the whole time 
** of the proceeding al>road, in the Service of 
** their Majesties in the Eastern part of the coun- 
" toy." 

* The whole tenor of jthe letter leaves an impres- 
sion that, being so much away from the scene, in 
frequent and long alisences. he whs not cognizant 
of what was going on, He de|>ended ** upon 
'* the judgment of the Court,** as to its methods of 
proceeding; and was surprised when those 
methods were brouglit to liis attention. Feeling 
his own incapacity to handle such a business, he 
was willing to leave it to those who ought to 
have been more competent. Indeed, he ]>assed 
the whole matter over to the Deputy-governor. In 
a letter, for which I am indebted to Mr. Goodell, 
dated the twentietli of Feliruary, 1 698, to the Earl 
of Nottingham, transmitting copies of Uws pass- 
ed bf the General Court, Governor Phifis says: 
'* Not being versed in law, I have depended up- 
*' on the Lieu' Gov, who is appointed Judge of 
**the Courts, to see that they be exactly agreea- 
"ble to the laws of England, and not repugnant 
"in any part. If there be any error, I know 

*Mt will not escape your observation, and de- 
«« " - - - - 

•« 



sire a check may be given for what may be 



T^ closing sentence looks somewhat like a 
want of confidence in the legal capacity and 
judgment of Stoughton. owing perhaps, to the 
bad work he had made at the Salem trials, the 
Summer before; but the whole passage shows 
that Phips, conscious of his own ignorance of 
such things, left them wholly to the Chief-jus- 
tice. 

The Records show that he sat in Council to the 
dose of the Legislature, on the second of July. But 
the main business was, evidently, under the man- 
agement of Stoughton, who was Chairman of a 
large Joint Committee, charged with adjusting the 
whole body of the laws to the transition of the 
Colony, from an independent Government, under 
the first Charter, to the condition of a subject 
Province. 

One perMm bad been tried and executed ; and 
the Court was holding its second Session when the 



Legislature ad joomed. Phipt went to tfM 
ward, immediately after the eighth of July. Agd% 
on the first of August, be emcwrked liroai Bostaa 
with a force of four hundred and fifty meo, for 
the mouth of the Kennebec. In the Aichhrei of 
Massachttsett", Secretary's office, Stato House, YfA, 
LI, p. 9, i« the original document, signed by Pl^i^ 
dated on the first of August, IMS, tomnif OfW 
tlie Government to Stoughton, daring his ^^tfw. 
It ap|)ears l>y Church's Emsterm B xp i di tim^ FlMt 
IL p. 82, edited by H. M. Dexter, and pobliriMd 
l>y Wiggin & Lunt, Boston. 1867, that» ^vriM o 
considerable part of the month of Angoat, no 
Governor must have been absent, engaged in im- 
portant operations on the coast of Midno. Abo«t 
Mie middle of September, he went again to tfao 
Kennebec, not returning nntil a short time bcloio 
the twelfth of October. In tlie eoorse cf tlio vooi; 
he also was absent for a while in Rhode bnod. 
Although an energetic and active man, lie iMid oo 
much on his hands, arising out of qoekiooo ■■ to 
the extent of his authority over Connecticat wmk 
Rhode Island and the management of aiUo aft 
the eastward, as he could well attend to. Hb 
Iigtructions, too, from tlie Crown, made M Irio 
cfitcf duty to protect tlie easteni portiom o< Mo 
Government. The state of things there, in oooMO- 
tion with Indian^assaults and ontragea opoB tho 
9ibtskirt settlements, nnder French ina^gotfo^ 
INK rei>re8ented as urgently demanding liis iff 
tion. Besides all this, his utmost exmooo who 
needed to protect the seo>coast agidnat Imee^ 
neers. In aiddition to the public nMeasitiai, tim 
calling him to the eastwaro, it waa^ ondonbtadlf , 
more agreeable to his feelings, to reviait bk b^ 
ti ve region and the home of his eariy yeon^ vhoiOL 
starting from the humblesc spheres of nieciiaiiieH 
labor and maritime adventure, as a ship-carp«H 
tcr and sailor, he had acquired the oiai^y onfli)gJ 
and enteqmse that had conducted him to foi^ 
tune, knightly honor, and the OommisokiB of 
Governor of New England. All tlie reniiiii»> 
cences and liest affectiona of his nature made Ua 
prompt to defend the region thus endeared to 
him. It was much more congenial to hia led* 
ings than to remain under the ceremonial and piH 
ritanic restraints of the seat of Government, and 
involved in perplexities with which be hod no 
ability, and probably no taste, to grapple. Ho 
was ^lad to take himself out of the way ; and aa 
his impetuous and impulsive nature renderad 
those nnder him liable to find him tnmblo- 
some, they were not sorry to have him odled elao- 
where. 

I have mentioned these things as jnstiffnff tho 
impression, conveyed by his letter, that be omv 
but little of what was going on until bia ntam 
in the earlier half of October. Actual obaeMO 
at a distance, the larger part of the timc^ and OB* 
grossing oarea in getting up expeditiooi audi 
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bUcb tor tbem while he was at hiMne-'iHtnkalv- 
IJ to, fium the U^ginBipg, he hud pasjcJ met thr 
bnuncw of the Cuurt ouliivl}' in bia DaiDlf, 
fltuuglitcni — it is not difiicalt tu >Dp]>cHc, bwl |ire- 
Vcntcd hii mind bviiig ntneh. if at all, tnmil lii- 
^wardaiL We lu^y. tltcrcfun', coiMiiln- tlut the 
witchcraft iKUtemliniH wrre n'hi>Uy umlrT Ibc 
CODtnil of Scun^hlim ami iIjimc nlin. hHTiQ^ i^ren 
Mm powi-r, woulil oalurallf tavr inflwoce ovtr his 

Citlling^iaj^Oi'Mioii the Icgulllj' of the Cuart, 
Butciiinaun vX|irc»ce a deegi •vo«e it the in»^- 
hrity of ill ]>r>m'nlmgs; nllhnu^li. w he nj*. 
" tlie mnxt impunant Ciiurt tn the life uf the lub- 
"jea wUirh ever waa held in the Pnirince." it 
■MWts bis unqualified censan.', id iiuu)]' iiranlt. 
b referencetu the inslaneeof the Jorf's tinDging 
fasTcrdicl of "Ni>I guilty," in tiie case o( Re- 
becca Nurse, and being iodnccd. by Ibe ditvlia- 
IkclToil of tbe Cuurt, Ui go out H;pin, and bring 
her in "Ouiltr." he cnadtmns Ibi: pn-cedure. 
Speaking c,f ,. "ifc- or I,i^!.!iih! l*i»jr allnwol tn 
__., ...... , I-hudder 




e Conrcnlraled \\ 



ir ibnuking dcsjHitii 



i-cutiiia fid- 
red close tlj'un conviclirjn. Wliile it was ile- 
iMroylng the lire« cif nun and women, of rci|Kc(- 
Ahle pnsiliun in the roaiiiiuiiily, of unlileiu>-<lif<: 
and emiDent Chri>tiun sInnUing, head* uf (ami- 
lifs, aged nten nod venerable lunlrutui, all the nr- 
dinaiy locnritics of »u(:iely, nnisiite of tbe tribu- 
nal, were B<rei>t away. In the nW-nce of Sir 
\nillani Pbi|n, the Cliief-justicc aimlutelr 
•bMiiled into Ilk Onn |icr»in the irbiile 
OoTemment. tl'ui ruliiij^ stni'i^l the Court, in 
whidi hti acted the jiart of pruapcutor oF the Pria- 
oiMra, and oTerbore the Jury, lie nat in jod^- 
menv apun ihe tkinteneet of bit own Conrt ; ami 
beard and refiunl. a|i|>licatioi]«nDdiU|iplications 
for patd'm or rrpriuve. The three grand divin- 
iomi of all conMilutiiinal or trull-orilercd Goreni- 
menta vere, fur ibe time, olilileratod in Mwai- 
chowtls. In Ihe abMDCe of P)ii|n. (he Eiecn- 
tivu funclioos nere exercised by Stongltliin. 
While presiding aver the Omnril. he iUro IkIA a 
Beat tn an elected onliniirT meinher, thu9 |>*rlic- 
ipaling in. t vrell as ilirrcting, >U jirucEcding^ 
xharing. m a iMidtT. in legialatioa, arting on 
Camiuitteca. and framing laws. .\b Chiefjin- 
tice, he was tite hiwl of lite Judicial dcjiartnicnt. 
He waa Cuminander in-rliief of the military and 
naral forca and fnrti within the Pniiince prop- 
islatire, Judicial, aod 



thameful 
'adured 
dark anil 

" day." a* it wan callpd. while Ihe SfKcial Cimi- 
ni^imi of Oyer and Terminer woa sratti'ting de- 
structiiin, niio. ti rror, misery anrl dcHth, ovrr tlio 
cnnntry. It h a diogmre to that gpi:erulirio. that 
it will M> lung stilfer«1 : and. intlrad of trying to 
invent excaic, it liecoines all sulwuqnent genera- 
tiomtofii'l — Biwiu deeply felt Uy enliglitened 
and candid meD, na aoou as the i4i>rtn hiKl lilown 
over and a |>ro«tT7ilf peojile again aloiid etecl, in 
pO!«wioa uf their •I'nsei — that all ought, hy bum- 
ble and heart. felt prayer, to implore the divine 
fiHgivenoH, as one of the Jndgtn. fully aa \a\t- 
guided it tbe time aa the test. did. tn tbe etid 
of bii daja. 

As all the official dignitiea <if the Province 
were combined iu Sloughlfln. he aeems hardly tu 
bHVe known in what capacity be waa acting, as 
dilfen-nt occa^ona arose. He signed the Deatb- 
narrnnt of Bridget Bi«liii|i. vritluiut giving him- 
■elf any distinctive title, with his lun: name 
and his private fie:d. It ia eaty to imagine how 
tlib Inlging of tlie whole |>ower of the Slate 
in I'ne man, destroyed nil nifcgQiirda and cliwed 
evtiy il'i»r of refuge. When llie expreni memcn- 
^■cj of Ibe [tnor young wife of John Willanl. or 
\U- \ivi..\p. daughter of Eliia^Kth How, or the 
amenta of the [>ro|ile of the village, of all rlnsacs, 
C'lniliini'd in supplicotirn in behalf of Ruiiecca 
Xarse, ruihing lo BmEon to lay |ie[ilions for |lar- 
ilon l.vfore the Qoremor, upon lieing admitted 
tn hi" pri'sencc, found thcmwivea confronted by 
Ibi: M.:m cnnntenancc of the mme person, wan, 
a* ChiFf'jnalire, had closed his ears to inercv 
and frowned the Jury into Conviction ; [heir 
hearts sunk within tliem, and nil realixed that 
even hii|ie hail taken fight from Ihe land. 

Such wan the polilinil and public admini'Uni- 
timi of the Pmvince of MaiNHChnacttH. during 
Ihe .Summer of 1092, under which the Wilclicmft 
pronecutiinH were carried iin. It was couducted 
l>y men wb-in the Miilhcn bad iirought into of- 
Dee. and who were wholly in Iheir counsels. If 
therr ia. I re|ioat. an instance in bialory where 
[Birtieuliir persona are rcponsilile for the doings 
nf a Oiivrmment, this if one. I conctndc theai.' 
general views of the influence of Increase and 
Cotton Mather npon Ihe ideas of the |icnplc and 
Ihe niwra'.inna of Ihe Quvcmmenl, eventuating in 
Ibe Witchcraft tragedy, by relating a pro^Kni- 
tirni. which, under all the ci^cum^<Unces. cinnot. 
[ think, he illBputrd, that if (tiey had l>e('n rraiUy 
and eamejlly opiiose<t to llie p-ncecding^, si any 
sta^. they could imd would have slopped them. 
I now turn In a more niHK-ifIr consideratii«i of 
themlijectofCoItnnMHther'iconuecIioD with Ihe 
Witchcraft dclnwon uf 1602. 
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I un chkrgnl with liaffng uiiireprcwnted tli' 
I part Cutlon Mutlicr. in pulicular. lime in Ihia 
I piKtage of our liialar}'. An neiu-ly llie nliule 
I cummatiily had l>ei:n deluded at ilie time, and 
I there wn* a ffencml nmcDrrcnce in aiding obliv- 
\ ion lo cover it, it ia dilDcatl t<> liring it Uicli. in 
lall its part*, within tiie rcilm at alisutule fciluttl- 
edge. Rectinln — riiuiiivipal. ecclenioHtical, judic- 
ial, and provincinl^wore wiliin({ly milT«ml tn 
{lerirh ; arid siliiice, by ^jtncnit coruvnt, jwrvaded 
correspondence arid catiTcreAtinn. Nnlice* o( it 
■re brief, even in llie ln<Ht [irivate DiHiies. It 
wuuld have been well, |Krha|>a, if the memnry 
of that day cnald Imre lieun utterly eitinguidicd ; 
hut it hoi nut. On the contruij', ax, in nU man- 
ner of fklac and iacurrect retircscrlstiun*, it liiu 
gone into the literature of the euanir)' and the 
world and become mixed with tlie |>ermNnent 
lileu of mankind, it in right and ncctwury to 
pTFaenl the whulc truiMCtiun, to far an gjiisaible, 
ID the light ot truth. Evert' riglit-minded iiiuD 
muM rejuice tn Iiave wrung, dune to tlic re|iUU- 
tioD uf tha dead or lirin};. reimirecl ; and I can 
truly Bay that no one would rejuice more. than- 
I nhould, if the view prescDIed of Cotton Slitlh- 
et. inthe Xorlh AiHKriain lieci'a, nT April, 1869, 
could lie irhiiwn to lie cnrR.rt. In (bin ijiirit. 1 
proceed to prcwnt tlie evi.lence that lielongi to 
^ tbejiaertiou. 

I (jhe belief of the exiiteoce oE a |iereonal Devil 
WBi then all but univenuiUy cntertuinvd. So was 
the bstifcf of ghnsta, B|i)inrili<mi^ and ifiuctro. 
There waa no mure reluctance to thinii or sj)oak 
uf them than of wli^it we call nntural olijecTa 
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ed, the leatimonyOf a witn««. Ilinl hu hud weTL 
the spectre of ■ particular pi-raon utitleling Ilim4 
nelf or any one cUe. was regarded oa (irtltA 
(lOHitivc that the |>crson, thin nfif^^tnLllv reitr eaent^ 
'o league with tlie I>R''l,_)ir. It lit*** 



not |io«ilivp or conclusive priior th:il any 
a Witch beoiuw Jila apcctre had l>oen » 

"Ing othere.ifrhe logical conclusion, (ram 
' iwi of tbeu later wrilen, waa that spectral | 



evideiice, M it waa caltrd, beaifng agaitut an 
aecuanl party, aa* wholly unrelitblf and mart 
\x thuwn out. cplirely, in all owta.*^ 

The Reviewer aay* Ihe "Clergy 
"land" ad..|jted the vien* of ihe wrilen jiti 
alluded f^ and held ibat ipectnd cvidn- - 

■oreliklik and Dnaafe. and ousht to ba < 

n^eeted ; and panirulartf moinlaloi thai ■ , 

waalha tqitnlini of Cotton MatheiT|ll ■ ttuc/ 
that tliey pr<iri4-,i'd to hnve great regard for thoael 
-'tem; lint it b also true, that nellber MMt 
tbe uUier Mini-len in 1102, adopted the ci 
elusion which the Reviewer ■" 
IJr demanded by sound reason and commo 
!\y, that "no B|iectnil evidence muM 
tied." Oo the omlrary, Ibeydiilx 
"aduMU<n'',of apectra] evidenee. Thia 1 
, . Me in prove ; nod if t succeed in dnng i^ 
the whole fuliric of Ihe article in tne Ifortk Ami 
in ^iifw.falts to the ground- 
It ia necesuij. at this point, to ray a word H 
the V-itKnr Pipert. Tliey were publiihed bj 
K Cummitice uf the llas>iacbnsettB llistorfcal So- 
ciety, hijsaa. My work waspuliliafa«dlalB8T. ' 
The Ri.-viewer, and (trtaln journals tlist have otm' 
Itted thcnisclvcs to bis support, charge ne wiA 
_ eat ni^ligence in not having oinsulled thoM 
pnjiera, not then in print. .Upon inquiry, white 
' making m}' researches, I tvos iafunued, by thoat 
having them in liand pre|)amtory to their gmag 
[ircss, tliat they contained fiuthing al all am- 
il ti> my work ; and the informaliou wu oor- 
•l. UjHiD examining the printed volume, I 
nnot find a gingle item that would reqolie as 
nllpnition. addition, ur ominlon to be made ta 
But they are quite serviceable in (be 
n which the article in the JTorti Awu^~ 
ivin Rftiea compela dk. 

To return (o the issue framed by Ihe Rrneww. 
Ke makes a certain absolute lUMTtiim, rrpnti tt 
in vnriou> forti].'-, nnd L-onlidenlly asaumea I^ aO 
lilt- wny thriHifjIi. he in these pass-iges : "Stottetl- 
" ton :idiiiitleil sjiectral evidence; Mather, in Ual 
" writings on the subject, di'uounced it. ■■ iUt-\ 
" gill, Hiichsritjible. and cruel." " He evei t***') 
■'lied n^iiiist il, Ixith publicly and privatdy; i 
''imi1, pui-tiruliirly in his Letter to the Judges i 
" lie ln'uinght tbcm tluitthey would by no meant ] 
"ailiiiit it; anil wlicn a cr.nsldcrable ai«anbly ( 
-' of Ministers gave in their Jifeio* ubontlheiiM^ 
" ler. he nut only concurred with the advice, bat 
" he drew it up." "Tlie -^-^ein' wan ver; qw 
"cilic in deluding spectral testimony." 

He retieis in the first place, end 1 Kay uj 
chielly, in maintaining this position— randft 
thnt Mather denounced the adiaiaioH ot apMtiM 
testimony and demnnded its exettniom — npoa ■ 
senlence in a letter from Cotton Mather to Jokai 
Richards, called by the Reviewer " his I'CUm' t§ 
the Judges," among the VotAfT Ap«pi,p, 



« Letter 1^^ 

Tfp.l^H 



Hatchirann infoniu w tbHt Ricliards CBtne into 

M country in liiw circumstanrcA, liut liecanie an 

Hilent merthnnl, in Dusloa. He vu r ■iiemhcr 

i Hiithcr's Churcli. uml one of ihc Spi'diil Court 

lo try the witciire. Ira Sowion wn* lo oiiiimnKv 

Inthr first week. pirtilKilil} nn ThurMlar. IIk' tccnnd 

Any of June. Tlic Iptter. (ktcd on Tucwinv . Ilie 

_ lhirt£^fim_oUI»r. "» »<ldr.»iieil in Jnlin liirh - 

«rfl« n lonc ; nnd conimfoc<a with a itmnr; i-ipret- 

i- ^<m of niiret that quite a severe iniliHtmsitiaD 

' "il (HCTcnt Ilia accompany in;; liim tu Ihi- trUla. 

r" Eicuie me." lie wyA, " from wailing u|hid you, 

••with the utmost of my little akill and care, lo 

*'«Mi»t the Doble Bercice, wherelo you are called 

**af God ^his week, tlio serTire of enciiunlering 

*■ tita nicked s[>irits in the high pliurs of our air, 

**aiid of detecting and conf'iunding iif their 

" confederates." lie hopci, before the Court 

[eta far into the mystenons affnir," lo be able 

"atleod tiiedesirea" of Bicharda, nliich, to 

0. "always are commaiida." He nrltes the 

. . " tor theetrenglheiiing of your honorable 

^'houda in tliat tritrk nt Qod whereto. (I Ihiink 

^•him) he hath an well fitted you." After »i)me 

~^-- "imptimentary language, and axtnlnmeFa 

.'a " people hHve lieen fnsling and pray- 

^ing before him for your direction." hvpruccedi 

to urge u[K>n liim his faroHle 8>vedii>li owe, 

'vrhereia tlie "cndeaTouraof ihe Judges to dia- 

'*■ coTer and eitiqiate the aulhon of that eiecra- 

** ble witchcraft, " were " immediately followed 

"withareiunrkableunilcof Oud." Then coinea 

the paragraph, which the Revieiver defiantly 

cites, to prove that Cotton Slather at^iMd with 

him, in the opinion that ajiectre evidence ought 

not to \ie " admitted." 

Before quoting the inragrHjih, I desire the 
reader to note the manner in which the affnir in 
Sweden is b ' 
imhocliiuw! 
I hare said in this article. 



e, page 16. 

f a TxKik oi 



ilh wli 
>n M»tli- 

la Bjieafa Enjiliah." he »aj-«, " by tlw 
"acDte |>en of th» eicvllent and renowned Dr. 
" Rortii-ck." Who to likely as Sluther to have 
brought the caw to the notice of Pliipa. pp. H. 
'" ~^ged upon Richards at ali " "' 



"that the nn|ila lo repraaeateilan witdbeato* 
"!■■ Ironteiliately rxtemiinated^lt is very ccr- 
"lain that the DcTila have aomeliniea repriiMited 
■' the 9hH|)(.a of peranni not only inDocetit, l>ut 
■' al4> rrn- virtuout. Th<iUi(h I lielitve that the 
"just God Ihen onlinarily profidea a way f.* Ihe 
" a|icedy vinilicntion of Ihe perHms thn* aboiini, 
" MoniiTTT, I do suspect that pcrs'inSk wbn 
'■liavctoo much induljred thcmneli-™ in nuilig- 
" nant. ravioua. malicious ebultitions uf Ihar 
"wiul^ may unhappily expose themaelvealo Ihe 
"judgment o( being represmted by Devila, of 
" whom they never hod any vision, and with 
" whom they have, much leaa, wnltm any cove- 
" nanL I would say thia : if U|>on the bare sup- 
" jiosaj of a poor creature being represented liy a 
"fpectre, loo great a pmgreM 1>e made by the 
" authority in ruininit a poor neighbor » repre- 
" sented. it may be that a door may be thereby 
" ojiened for Ihe Devils lo obtain from the Couita 
" iu Ihe invisibie world ■ license In proceed unto 
*> most hideous desolations upon Ilie repute and 
■• rejwiec of such as liave yet been ke|>t from Ihe 
" great transgression. If niankiiKl have thus far 
" once consented unio the credit of dlaliolical r«p. 
"resentationK. the door il opened 1 Perhaps there 
" are wise and good men. that may he ready to 
"style him that shall advance this caution, a 
" Witch advocntu. liul in the winding up. this 
"ciiution will certainly he wislicd for." 

Tills |H»sage, stiikingly illuatnlive. as it ta. of 
Mathnr's chiiracterislic style of api>earing, to a 
cursory, carelefa reader, to aay one thing, when 
he is really aiming to enforce another, while it 
Ims decaved the Reviewer, and led him to bis 
quiiolic attempt to revolutionize history, cannot 
lie 80 miaundcrstodd by a critic.i! inlerpreter. 

fa It" general drift, it appisra. at int li^t, 10 
n of Richards. ' diapirajte spectral eviilencei The question is : 



I 



Dues it furiiid, denoiioce, or dissuade, its ii 
■loelioB 1 By bo means, tt supposes and allowsSJ^ 
its Istriktuclion, liut says, lay tutl morr ttral \ 
upon il thaa it <rill hfar. Further, it sfHrmt thai J 
it may afford " presamplloo " of guilt, though 
not sufliclent for conviction, and removes objec- 
liuii to its introduction, by holding out the idea 
that, if admitted by the Court and il hears 



le that il was u|>on Pliip ; and ns an argument against innocent iiersoos, " the just God. then. 



4: 



in favor of '' vrtirpnting" witches, by the ar( 
- a Coart of Oyer and Terminer. 
-The paragraph is at follon-B ; " And yet I 

nost Immblv beg you that in the manaftement ("sentationa," but to 
of tha afFliir in your mint worthy hands. yn« are to lie received, itf the 



••O^WitUrin 



ind I natilr provides a way for their Sjieedy vi.. 

dieatioD.^ It Is plain that the par^raph re- 

TR, not lo the I'f mission of "diabolical repre- 

whie* tliey 

igement" of the 



c fully appear, w 






"ISdi and have pp>od pUIn legal evidence, that ,*)fs]«Mr«l evidence, that something 
"tbeDonKms which molest uur i>oor neighliorv' "dinnrily" providentially turn up to rescw 
'*do Indeed represent anch and aiich |>eople tn \ nncrnt persomi. against whom it was Iwme. 
"the mlfererr. thuu-;h this be a presumption, yet : altogtlber delufive. It was an opinion of the 
"*" "" — ~'" _-. — -1.— f. . . ■ -■ ,D I day, that one of the most signal marks of the 



of the H 



Deril^t detoent with power, would be the eediic- 
tioD, tohitsenrice, of penontof the mott eminent 
cbancter, even, if fXMsible, of the very elect; 
and, henop, no amount of rirtue or holinera of 
life or convemation, could lie urged m defence of 
anj one. Tlie rccordt of the world present no 
moreconnpicuoufl inHtanctsof Cliristian ami saint- 
like excellence than were exhibited bj Rebecca 
Nurae and £Iizal)etli How ; but spectral testimony 
was allowed to destroy them. Indeed, it was 
iUipossible for a Court to put any restrictioris on 
this kind of evidence, if once received. ^If the 
accusing girls exclaimed — all of them c«mf*ur- 
ring, at the moment, in the iteclaration and in its 
details — that they saw, at that very ins!ant, in 
the Court-room, before Judges and Jury, the s|)ec- 
tre of the Prisoner as«ailing one of their numlier, 
and that one showing signs of suffering^, what 
could be done to rdiut their testimony f' The 
character of the accused was of no avail. An 
alibi could not touch the case. ^The distance 
from the Prisoner to the |>arty professing to be 
tormented, was of no account. The whole pro- 
ceeding was on the assumption that, however re- 
mote the body of the Prisoner, his or her 8|>ectre 
was committing the assault^ No limitation of 
s|wcc or time could be imixwed on the spectral 
presen^^g^ **Oood, plain, legal evidence" was 
out of the -question, where the Judges assumed, 
as Mather did, that *' the molestations ^ then suf- 
fered by the people of the neigbborbcHid, were 
the work of Demons, and fully believed that the 
tortures and ccmvulsions of the accusers, lief ore 
their eyes, were, as alleged, caused by the s|)ec- 
tres of the accused. 

To cut the matter short. Tlie considerations 
Mather presents of the "inconvenience,'' as he 
calls it, of thesiMsctml testitnony, it might be sup- 
posed, would have led him to ttiunsel — not as he 
did, against making ** too great a progress '* in 
its use— but its abandonment altogether. Why 
did he not^ as the Reviewer says ought always 
have been done, protest utterly against its admis- 
sion at all ? The truth is, that neither in this let- 
ter, nor in any way, at any time, did be ever rec- 
ommend caution agaimt its use, but tA its use. 

It may lie asked, what did he mean by " not 
** laying more stress ufion s|>ectre testinnmy than 
*' it will bear,** and the general strain of the par- 
agraph? A solution of this last question may be 
\ reached as we continue the scrutiny of his Ian- 
age and actions 

same letter, Mather says : ** I bnik u|)on 
that have lieen given unto S|)ectre8,' 
and received by witches, as intimations, broad 
** enough, in concurrence with other things, t«i 
** bring out the guilty. Tliough I am n«it fond 
** of atnaying to give such wounds, yet, the proof 
**[»/] such, when given, carries with it what b 



\ reached as 

I Kuageandi 
1 j In this sai 
I /** wounds I 
A *• and receii 



This alludea to a particolar f om of ipefllnl 
evidence One of the "afflicted cbildraB'' 
would testify that she saw and fdt the apectrtflf 
the accused, tormenting her, and struck at it. A 
cfirre8)ionding wound or bmiao waa found oa the 
liody, or a rent in the garment!, of the ncciMed. 
Matlier commended this spedca of evideiioe, wrtt- 
ing to one of tlie Judges, on the eve of the tilnli. 
He not only commends, but urges It •§ eoadu- 
sive of guilt Referring to what coDttitotad tht 
bulk of the evidence of the accusing girla, 
which was wholl v spectral in ita nature puwi 
that they were "hurt*^ by an *^ unseen hand **- 
chnrges Richards, if be llnda such '* huft** to be 
inflicted by the persons accused, ** Hold ttMM, lor 
** you have catcbed a witch.** He recommflDdi 
putting the Prisoners upon repeating the ^ Lord^ 
** prayer** or certain *^ other Systanaof Chria- 
*Uianity.** He endorsee the evidence dcrivfd 
from ** |>oppits,*'^wftch-mark8,'* and eren tha 
** water oraeaL**^^e advised a Judge, Juat pro- 
ceeding to sit in cases of life and death, to Mka 
use of ** cross and swift qucstiona,** aa Uie meana 
of bringing the accused ** into ocpf nsioa, likdy 
** to lead them into confesBion.**^/ 

Whoever examines, carefully, thia letter to Ittdh 
ards, cannot, I think, but conclude that, faitead 
of exonerating Mather, it fixes upon Um the re- 
s|M>nsibility lor the worst featuiea of the Wit^ 
craft Trials. 

Tlie next document on which the Reviewer re- 
lies is the Rfturn of the Jiiinister§ eanmUtd hg 
hit Excellency and the honorahU (7<nmei/, wpen 
the jtretent Witchcraft in Salem VUlof^, It is 
necessary to give it entire, ae follows : 

["I. Tlie afflicted state of our iioornelgMMmn, 
"that are now suffering by molestafioiis froB 
"the invisible world, we apprehend so deplora- 
" ble, that we think their condition calla for te 
" utmost help of all persons in thdr several ca- 
" padties. 

"11. We cannot but, with all Uiankfoliiess, 
"acknowledge the success which the mercifal 
" Ood has given to the sedulou^ and avIdnoiiB 
' ' endeavours of our honorable rulers, to defeat the 
" aliominable witchcrafts which have beeneoaih 
" mitted in the country, humbly praying, that 
" the discovery of those mjrstetious and miadiiev- 
" ous wickednesses may be perfected. ] 

"III. We judge that, in the prosecution of 
" these and all sudi witchcrafts, there ia need of 
" a very critical and exquisite caution, lest by 
"too much credulity for things reeeivad only 
"n|M)n the DeviFs autlnirity, there be a door 
"ofiened for a long train of roiaerabla eonsa-' 
" quences, and S^tan get an advantaf^ ovar na; 
** for we should not b« ignorant of hia defieea. 

"IVL As in complainta upon wit cb ci alia 
" there ^iky be matters of enquiry whidi d* not 
" amount upto matters of prasumption, and iSlm% 



" may be matten of pmiiinption wbidi y<.-t nwj 
** not be reckoned matten of cunTiction, so it it 
"neoessaiy, that all proceeding therealxNit lie 
** managed with an exceeding tendemeftt tn wards 
'* those that may lie complained of, es|)ecially if 
**they have been |ieraons formeriy of an nnbleni- 
** ishcd repntation. 

** V. When the first inquiry is m»de into the 
** circnmstances of such as may lie under any just 
** suspicion of witchcrafts, we c«»u1d wish that 
'* there may be admitted as little as possible of 
*' such noise, company, and o|M*nnoss, as may 
** too hastily ex|>ose them that are examined ; and 
** that there may nothing l>e used as a tost for 
"the trial of the sos|>ected. the lawfulness 
** whereof may lie doubted among the people of 
**Qod; but that the direction^* given by such 
"judicious writers as Perkins and Bernard may 
" be consulted -in such a case. 

"VI. Presumptions whereufMrn persims may 
"be committed, and, much more, ctmvictions 
" whereupon persons may lie condemned as guil- 
" ty of witchcrafts, ought certainly to be more 
"considerable than Imrely the accused iiersons 
** being represented by a s|)ectre unto the afflict- 
" ed ; [inasmuch as il is un undoubted and a no- 
" torious thing, that a Demon may, by Ood's per- 
** mission, appear, even U) ill pur|)«>scs, in the 
" shape of an innocent, yea, and a virtuous man.] 
" Nor can we esteem alterations made in the suf- 
" ferers, by a look or tuucJi of the accused, to lie 
" an infallible evidence of guilt, but frequently 
" liable to Ik? abused by the Devil's legerdemain. 

** VII. We knoiv not whether some remarka- 
" ble affront, given the Devil, by our dislielieving 
*'of those testimonies, whose whole fi»rce and 
** strength is frtmi him abm**, may not put a pe 
"riod unto the progre^of the dreadful calam- 
**ity })egan U|xin us, in the accustation <>f tu> 
•* many iierstms, whereof some, we ho|»e. are yet 
"clear from the great tnmsii^ression laid to their 
" charge. 

[" VIII. Nevertheless, we cannot but humbly 
'* recommend unto the Government, thesiM'edy and 
** vigorous pn>secutioiis of such as h:4ve rendered 
** themselves obnoxious. acci»rding t<» the dirrc- 
*' tions given in the laws of OikI, and the wliole- 
*'»ome StJitute* of the Enirlish nation, for the 
•detection of Witchcrafts."! 

I have enclosed the./frsf, neofndand ^.iyhth S<?c- 
tions, and a part of the Sixth, in brackets for purr 
|>«>s(>s that will appear, in a sul»^equent part of this 
discussitm. Tlie Advice of th^ Mini>^t^r» was writ- 
ten by Cotton Mather. As in his letter t^) Rich- 
ards, he does not caution ngainst the use, but in 
the use, of 8{>ectral evidence. Not a word is said 
denouncing its introduction or advising its en- 
tire rejection. We look in vain for a line or a 
syllable disapproving the trial and execution jnst 
bad, resting at tbcj did, entirely upon spectral 



evidence; on the ooottmry, the tteomd Sectkw 
applauds what had been done ; and prayt that 
tlK* work entered upon may be perfected. The 
finit clauses in ihe/trtiHk Section tanctioB itt ad- 
mi^sion. as affording ground of ** iiresumptkiB,** 
althimgh *' it may not lie matter of conviction.** 
Tlie Mixth 8ei*tion, while it a|ipears to eonv^ the 
idea that siKttral evidence abme «»nght not to be 
regarfled as sufflcient, contains, at the tame time, 
a form of expressi«m, that not only requires its 
reccfition, but places its claims oo the htghcrt 
)Mw.cible gnmnds. *v4 Demon mny^ kp Ood^s 

* * PEHMissioK, aiipenr^ ettn to ill pMrpMU^ ta tkt 

* * shape of an innoSeht^ yea, and a tirtuoms fluut.** 
It is sufficiently shocking to think that anything, 
to ill pttrfto^es, ran be dime by Divine permlt- 
sion ' but horrilile, indeed, to intimate that the 
Devil can have that permission to malign and 
murder an innocent perstm. If the spectre a|»- 
|)ears by Ood's permission, the effect produced 
lias his sanctioy# The blasphem«>ns suppotitioii 
that God |>ermits the Devil thus to boir false 
witncf«, to the destruction of the righteooa. over- 
turns all the sentiments and instincts of oar moral 
and religious naturej In using this laognage, 
the Mini>ters did not iiave a rational apprehen- 
sion of what they were saying, which is the cmlj 
apology for much of the theological phraaeohigy 
of that day. This phrase, " God's permission,** 
had quite a currency at the time ; and if it did 
not reconcile the mind, sultdued it to wcmdering 
and reverent silence. It will be seen that Mather, 
on <K4ier occasicms, refieated this idea, in various 
and sometimes stronger terms. The third, Jfftk, 
netenth, aud last clauses of the fuyrth SecAions, 
contain phrases which will become intelligible, 
as we advance in the examination of Matker^s 
writings, relating to the subject of witchcraft. 

Here it may, again, l)e safely said, tliat if In- • 
crease and Cotton Mather had really, as the Re- ' 
viewer affirms, Ijeen opi>osed to the admiuion of 
s|>ectnil t(;stimony, this was the time fir them to 
have said so. If. at this crisis, they had " de- 
**n(mncerl it, as illegal, uncharitable and cruel,** 
no ni«>re bhMHl would have been slied. If the 
Adthe had even recommended, in the most 
moderate terms, its aljsolute exclusion from every 
stage of the proeoedings, they would have come 
to an end. But it assumes its introduction, and 
only suggests **disl>elief ** of it, in avoiding to 
act u|>on it, in "some ** instances. 

Hutehinson states the d mclnsitoi of the matter, 
after quoting the whole document. * ' The Judges 
** se«.'m t<» have |)aid more regard to the last ar- 
"ticlc of this Aftt/nt, than to several which iire- 
" cede it ; f<ir the pmsecntiimt were carried ob 
** with all |M)ssible vigor, and without that ex- 
" quisite caution which it propoted.** — HitUrf, 
ii54, 

ITie Ad»io$ wat tkllfidly — VL it ootvidiar- 



\ 



itable to Mj— artfoUj drawn np. It has deoeiT- 
ed the Reviewer into bis statement that it was 
*' very specific in excluding spectral testimon?.'* 
A careless reader, or one whose eyes are blinded 
by a partisan purpose, may not see its real impoil 
The iNiper is so worded as to niifilead persons not 
conversant wjiL the ideas and phrafieolo|;y of 
that period. ^^ut it was considered by . 11 the 
Judges, Slid the |)cople in gemTsl, fully to ec- 
dorse the pntccedings in the trial of Bridget Bish- 
op, and to advise their 8|)eedy and vigoroofi con- 
tinuance. It was 8|)ectni] testimony tliat uver- 
whelmed her. It was the fatal element tliat 
wrought the ccmvictiou of cxery iierson put on 
trial, from first to last Jas was fully proved, five 
months afterwards, wlren Sir William Phips, un- 
der circumstances I shall describe, bravely and 
peremptorily forbid, as the Iklinisters failed to do, 
the "trying, " or even **oommittinirt " of any 
one, on the evidence of **the afflicted |)er- 
" sons," which was wholly s|)ectra]. When tlius, 
by his orders, it was utU^y thrown out, the life 
of the prosecutions became, at once, extinct ; and, 
as Blather says, the accused were cleared as 
fast as they were tried. — Magnolia^ Book II, 
page 64. 

The suggestion that caution was to be used in 
handling this SfK'cies of evidence, and that it 
was to be received as affording grounds of ** pre- 
** sumption,'* to be corroborated or reinforced 
by other evidence, practically was of no avail. 
If received, at all, in any stage, or under Muy 
name, it necessarily controlled every case.. No 
amount of evidence, of oth'.'r kinds, could eoun- 
teriMilunce or stand against it : nothing was need- 
ed to give it full and fatal effect. It stiiick 
CcHirt, Jury, and |)eople, naj-, even tin; Prisoners 
themselves, in many instances, with awe. It dis- 
))ensed, as lias been mentioned, with the presence 
of the accused, on the s|M>t, where and when the 
crime was alleged to have been committed, or 
within miles or hundreds of miles of it. No 
reputation for virtue or piety could l>e pleaded 
against it. The doctrine which Cotton Mather 
proclaimed, on another occasion, that tlie Devil 
might ap)>ear as an Angel of Li|^ht, completed the 
demolition of the securities of mnocence. Tliere 
was no difficulty in getting '* i.ther testimony ^ 
til give it effect. In the tlien state of the public 
mind, indiscriminately crediting every tale of 
slander and credulity', looking at ever)' thing 
through the n'f meting and magnifying atniosi- 
phere of the blindest and wildetit |>a88ions, it 
was easy to collect materials to add to the spec- 
tral evidence, thereby, acc«»rdiMg to the d(M*trine 
of the Mini}*ter8, to raise the ** pressnmption, ' to 
the •* conviction " of guilt. Eveii our Reviewer 
finds evidence to *' substantiate^* th:it, given 
against George Burrctughs, re»ting on K|)ectre8, in 

feats of strength, in some malignant neigh- 




borhood icandato, and In exaggmtad lomt «f 
parish or perMNud anSnorftlM. 

VIL 

ADVICE or TMB XINISTEBi, fU»lBm 
OOTTOX XATHRB*8 FLAX rOR M 

sFEcniAL TESTmoinr. 

The Adtiee of the liinuUn is a 
that holds a prominent place In our pablie hi*- 
tory ; and its relation to events needs to be elvd- 
dated. 

In his Life of Sir WOlmm Pkip^, Gottos Ifa^ 
er has this |>aragraph : '* And Sir Willtea Phipi 
** arriving to his Government, alter thisfnsaaring 
** horrible storm was begun, did eonsvlt te 
"neighboring ^linisteis of the Provfaiee^ who 
'* made unto his Excellency and the Cooacil, a 

* * Return (drawn up, at their desire, l^* Xr. Math- 

* * er, the younger, as I have l»een faiiforaiedVirbcra- 
**in they declared.^— JTa^aa/tti, Book u, pM8 
68. 

He then gives, without intimating that aay »- 
sentiat or substantial fiart of the ieeXmrmtum^ or ^ 
Adticf, was withheld, the Sections n§€ iodadcd 
in brackets.— Fi'ic, pages 21, 2i, Mtfc. 

It is to be observed that Phips is reprcMslcd 
as having asked the Ministers for their advke, nd 
their answer as having been made to hh ** Exed- 
** lency and the Council.^ There ia no BWBtkNi 
of this'tmnsaction in the Records of the OoimciL 
Phi|)«( makes no reference to it in his letter of tlw 
founeenth of October, which is remarkable, as 
it would have been to his purpose, in explafadi^ 
the grounds of his procedure, in organidng, 
and putting into o|)eration. the judicial trftwaal 
at Salem. It may l>e crinduded, from all fktA I 
shall prcK^nt. — Sir William, having fpvea over 
the whole business to his Deputy and Chief-Joi* 
tier, Tvith nn undei standing tliat he was author- 
izedto manage it. in all particulars,— tbetthhtniiBt- 
aetion with the Ministers mav never harehera 
bniugbt to the notice of the Govemot ataR: Us 
offif^ial character and title were, perhafis, l e feiie d 
to, as a matter of form. The Council, at mch, 
had nothing to do v ith it ; but the Dq^oty-goir- 
emor and certain individual memben of the 
Council, that is, th(»se who, with him, f>e Chief- 
justice, constituted the Special Couit, asked and 
received the Adtiee. 

A^ain : the panigra)>h, as constructed hj Math- 
er, juf^ quoted, certainly leaves the ImpmaJci 
(»n a reader, that Phips applied for the Aitim 
of the Mitt ittrrs, at or soon after his arrival. The 
evidence, I think, is conclusive, that the AMm 
was not asked, until after the first Ocssl oa of the 
Court had been held. This b inferrilile froai tks 
answer of the Ministers, >rhidi h dated thhrtecB 
days after the.first trial, and fhre daya after te 
execution of a tenteoce thai psawd. II afiate 
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to the tueeeu wUcb bad been giTen to tbe proe- 
ecatioiM. If tbe OoTeniment bad asked ouanael 
of tbe BlinUtere before the trials commenced, it 
is inexplicable and incredible, liesidet being in- 
excusable, tbat the Miuisters should have delaved 
their replj until after tbe first act of tbe awful 
tragedy bad passed, and blood liegun to be shed. 
Hutchinson expressly says: **The further trials] 
** were put off to the adjournment, the thirtieth 
*' of June. The Oovemor and Council thought 
** proper, in the mean time, to take the 0|)inion 
**of several of tbe princi|)al Ministers, upon the 
** state of things, as tliey then stood. This was 
•* an old Charter practice. "—/T/sf^ry, ii, 5?. 

It has been regarded as a singular circum- 
stance, that after such pains bad been tNken, 
and so great a stretch of power practised, to 
put a Court so suddenly in operation to try per- 
sons accused of witchcraft, on the pretence, 
too, recorded in tbe Journal of the. Council, of 
the ** thronged** condition of the jails, at that 
** hot season,^ and after trying one person only, 
it should have adjourned for four weeks. Per- 
haps, by a collation of pass iges and dates, we 
may reach a probable explanation. In his let- 
ter to "the Ministers in and near Boston,*" 
written in January, 1696, after considering 
briefly, and in forcible language, tbe fearful er- 
rors from which the Delusion of 1692 had risen, 
and solemnly reminding th(*m of what they 
ought to have done to lead their people out of 
such errors, Cakf brini s their failure to do it 
home to them, in these pungent words : ** If, 
*' instead of this, you have, some by word antl 
** writing propagated, an I others recommended, 
**such doctrines, and a<'ette<I the falsi' notions 
^* which -ire so prevalent in this a|>ostate age, it 
'* is high time to consider it. If, when aotlior- 
*' ity found themselves almost nonplust in such 
^ pro8ecution% and sent to you for your advice 
^* what they ought to do, and you have then 
thanked them for what they had already done 
(and theri'by encouraged them to prticeed in 
those very by-paths already fallen intf») it so 
*•* much the more ne irlv concerns vou. Eteh 
•* xxxiii, 2 to Sr-'CaUf, 92. 

Looking at thin passage, in connection with 
that quoted just liefore from Hutchinson, we 
gather that something had occurred that ** non- 
** plust ** the Court — some serious cmU'irrassment, 
tbat led to its sodden adjoumnunt— after the 
condemnation of Bridget Bit^hop, while many 
other cases had lieen fully prepared for trial by 
the then Attorney-general, Newton, and the 
parties to be tried had, the day before, been 
brought to 8alem from the jail in Boston, and 
were ready to l)e put to the Bar. What was the 
difBcnltv ? The following may lie the solution. 
Bratdle informs us, and he was able to speak 
with confideooe, that *" Major N. Saltonstall, 
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** Esq., who was one of the Jodgca, bat left tlie 
** Court, and it very much dissatisfied with tbe 
^Vpiw^edinffs of t**— ifMMdltiaslff Hitt^rk^ 
CotleetioRt^ \ v., 75. 

The questions arise; When and why did be 
leave the Court t The Records of tbe Council 
show that be was constant in bis attendance at 
that B«>anl, his name always appearing at. tbe 
head of the roll of those present, until the six- 
teenth of June, from which date it does not ap- 
p ar again until the middle of February, 1698. 
The Legislature, in tbe exercise of its powers, 
under the Charter, bad, near the close of 1698, 
established a regular Superior Court, consistinff 
of 8toughton, Danforth — who bad disapproved 
of the proceedings of tbe Bpecial Court— Rich- 
ards, Wait Wintbrop, and Sewatl. It continued, 
in January, 1698, witchcraft trials ; but spectral 
evidence being wholly rejected, tbe prosecutions 
all broke down ; and Stougbton, in consequence, 
left tbe Court in disgust. After all had been 
abandoned, and his own course, thereby, vindi- 
cated. Major Saltonstall re-appeared at tbe 
Council Board ; and was re-elected by tbe next 
House of Representatives. His conduct, tbere- 
for«', was very marked and significant. In the 
only way in which be, a country member, cqpld 
express bis convictions, at tliere were no such 
facilities, in tlie press or otherwise, for public 
discussions, as we now have, be made them em- 
phatically known ; and is worthy of tbe credit 
of being the only pubiic man of bit day who 
had t'le sense or courage to condemn the pro- 
ceedings, at the start. He was a person of amia- 
ble and genial deportment ; and, from the County 
C<»uit files, in which his action, as a Magistrate, 
IS exhibited in several caaes, it is evident that 
he was methodical and careful in ofllcial busi- 
ness, but susceptHile of strong impressions and 
convictions, and had, on a previous oocanon, 
manifested an utter want of confidence in cer- 
tain parties, wbo, it liecame apparent at tbe first 
Session of the Court, were to figure largely in 
1>earing spectral testimony, in moet of tbe cases. 
He had no faith in those persona, and was thus, 
we may suppose, led to discredit, wholly, that 
species of testimony. 

From his attendance at tlie Council Board, 
up to the sixteenth of June, the day when tbe 
Advice »/ the Minittere was pn>bably received, 
it may Ije assumed that lie attended also, to that 
tinie/tbe sittings of the Court; and tbat wheq y 
he withdrew from the former, he did also f om ' 
the latter. Th • date indicates that bit action, 
in withdrawing, was determined by tbe import 
of the Adtiee, 

If a gentleman of bis po^ition and family, a 
grandson of an original Patentee, Sir Richard 
Saltonstall. and sitting at a Judge at tbe fint 
triid, bad tlie independanct and manly tpirit to 
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ESpforioN of CBkf b «- 
plained; bihI ibc Crait fth tk- oliitocic that ' 
wa* Id tbdr vaT. H«Kc Ibc iMnMdi;<le ad- ■ 
Jonniiiiait, and tbe rmut W aoBM extraonIi>arj 
cipedicBl, to rcBcrr it 

ThI* ouj aonwnt tnt the appeal lo Ibe Jlfs- 
Men. Great intcrat miM tmrt been fdl i> 
Ibeir replT. Iir all c-^itant ol tbe naexprcted i 
difficulty tbnt bad accnncd. The iloaimeal 
na* admiialili adapted to Ihntw dint into tbe 
cjn nf tbow wbn had expreaed donlrta and i 
mi>f[iTingr; l>ut it did not deoire Sallonslall. ' 
t Bt law that it voold lie trgsnted h; tbe other i 
Jndgca, anil Ibc paliiic in gnrral, ai an «•- 1 
conngrment tn continue tbe tiiala; and that, ' 
ander tbe phTaaeoli>f(T of itbat bad tbe a^iesl 
of cant ion, j net incat inn vooM be fund for tbe ! 
inlrodnctiiMi. tn ao eiicmt ibat wnald eontml 
tbe t^iBI^ iif iiwctr .1 rrideDcc. Tbe daT sfttr 
its date, he left fail aeat at the Cmntdl Oaanl, 
witbitrew from tbe Coart.aDd vaihed bli banda | 
of lite hIkiIc nutter. 

Tbe conrae of eremli denMai-4mtn that tbe ' 
Adtiet *raa interpreted, bjr all cooremed, a> 
■pplaading what bad been done at tbe And 
trial, and eameatly orging that the work, tlina 
begun, ahoald bv speedilv and Tignronalj pn<<«- 
cnted. Upon tbe Miniatns, tberefnre. rrali tbe 
•tignu fur all that fol loved. 

Then; maj hiTC lM«n, at that lime, ac llicn 
Wan not long atl' rward. wih; diffi-tence of I 
opin'on aiming the Uinitlrre; and Ibe paper | 
maj hare bad tbe rbaractrr nf a conipromice — i 
alwajK dungemna and TictiHU, liringinit Hime 
nr lit parlie* iolu a fiilae piiaitioD. SaDioel j 
WilUnl maj have held, then, the opinion • x- 
|)Teweil in a ]nniplile' iMritii-d to liini, pnl)- 
liahed. pro! mlilr, towards thechwenr tbetriala, 
that apectral evi'lence oaglit nnlT tn he alloweit 
where it Ixire upon peraons of Imd repnialion. 
Tbe/aurfA SrctiOD conciliated hii anent to tbe 
diicnntMil. Thia might have lieen tlie Tiew trf 
Incmae Mather, wlui, allet tbe triab )>; tbe 
Bjwcial Court were nver, indicaleil an opinion, 
lllat time for furtbcr di igral ** le^irch "ought 
tobatelici-nalliiwed, l>er<ire)iMcee<Iing to'*tlw 
''execution of the moot ca|>ital nfleiidm;^ai>d 
■leclared tlie very excellent w.-ntiuimt, that ''it 
" liecomet those of liia prufeaiiim lo lie rerr 
** tender in tbe abeddiog of lilond." Tlie ex- 
presiiioiw, " excee <ingtendeTne«i,*'hi tlie/imrfA 
dectloti,and*'tlw flr*iinqDiry,''in tbe.if^A — ibe 
tatter eonveving the idea of repeated inrtitiga- 
tioni with interraUof time — were well adapted 
lo gain hit support of the whole inilriiment. 
If tlwjr were le 1 to concur in Ibe Adriet. hr 
■neb iiiducementi, tbej were aiioD nndecriTecf. 
" UBUemiabed nimtaUoa " wa« m |nateGt]aa ; 
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llie Mi>./ i(^i, MMti. rnd latM- put •( Ih* 
r»i,>-f>. Scc'tMM- It it di*e«lt, wrid^ as CM- 
\oa Haiher oAc* did, aad b^ RMt ikm fa 
iloing, in what Cklrf calb "■* •-•j-^-- 
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dbsvM 
loMy 
dllctew* btlwOT Urn B^ tW 
Jod^r*. It dearii bad aatUag to d» vhk Hh 
■'iKliniHiion''orneclral«*Mawa; fcrthatWM 
tbe imint I a wbicb tbe oniniaa of Ibc KWaMi 
wH i^ked. ud M whiA he Tohatarih whI- 
fered rematka ia bb letter la CM ef Ac JndgM, 
Richinla. If he had hen nnpn H d toHa -ad- 
'- mit-ion." antUag wovtd liaTa ba^ caiiir, 
s^ifer, or more dewaadcd by Iha tnlb bmI U> 
own boooT, tbaa lor Un I* hava aaid a& b- 

■Irnf^i iM<irf«iBaa,nlbc«BljectalqHc(na; 
■dJ, in tniiK way or fata, daeMed iMr «ri- 
'{•-nce in<li»penwltle and nliah'& fle^ CvMcBk- 
Ir, lia<l tome laTorite plan or i^cMr, aa I* Ika 
liiciliixl in wbkh iliat kted oT erldeMa waa to 
he haD<lle(l:B>dilwMbecawabeea«ldM(fit 
it fairied into effect, aad tor tbia iraaoa akae, 
u far w we caa diacorcT, iIhI be dfaappaa*id 
uf llie ineibnda BclDaKy pnitocd hv tba Cowl. 
"t nerer lUi kaed bb plaa, hot ibnnli (hw 
plaining it at leaglb, *' at too Icaiiaa and 
'■ prtsuiiipiaooa" a taak far bia to ndcrtakc. 
Lf t u« Ke il we ra> glean bb Idcaa tmm Ut 

I mil ■Itrntinn. in Ih- IM pUoe, tolhafuUiHr- 
iii;( cluun-, in hi* letlrr l» Rkiiauda: "H. ■!«>■ 
"llie Iwn- M|>|a'^ "T ■ P"" creatWaTa liA«f 
-re|»eH-nl<d liT a agitctn-, loo jreal a pncMi 
■■ be nude lij Ibe aatburitr, in r«Wa|| a pdw ' 
-'neighlHv an rrinarMed. ft najT ba Aft a 
"dtwr ndV lu l^erebr li|ie*rd far. Iha Patlb 
'-t.i t.Utiii fnmt (he Ouarta, ki tbe faiibMa' 



I' Ton gmtt a prnftm* " oiavcja Ibe i«glpi*ii« 
that. ii|>on lbs intmlortioa vf qiecttal cridiw, 
thi-re Ehiiold Ik a delay in the pnicrtdi^ xA Ac' 
Ciwit. Uatmar intrmwdiate itqs ts lie lak«i, 
befure giiing on wiA Ibe trial. 

We i^llicr i4her inthnatiuaik to tUa cffctl. 
frum (■rher liCHiagni. a* foll»wa; "Mow, to ■ 
" visiting ii( the miapmlilr, I wa " 
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"the D('vl*HighlbaTr, todolb 
'■ Ihe rbntna of boom Ibat had 
"plicitl/ eag^cJ 



** and that therefore, thoagh nuwj witdicrefli 
** hiul lieen fiUrly detected on enqoirkt proToked 
**aiid begun lij i^iectfid exhiMiiiinft, yet we 
** oauld mit ea^ly lie t«iu jciili>os of tins lewres 
** laid ftir ns in tlie det'ioi's of Satan. Tliv world 
** knoars h«»ar many |m;^ii I have c«Nn|M)i(i*d and 
** l>aMisbe«V and |Mirtk:Ql:ir gtiitlctncn in theO<»T- 
** emnient know liow many lettcrB I have written, 
**to prevent the cxc«»*ivc avdif of t«|K?ctr»l accQ- 
**iMfions; wlieref ore t hare ftt ill chatgecl theaf- 
** flictcil that they Khoald cry out of nolMKly for 
** nlHirting them; Imt tliat. If thu* mi^rht lie any 
**a(lvanta;{«% tliey mi;;ht privntely tell tlieir 
*' mimU t4i iMiroe one |M'r»in of discretion en«»ugh 
*' to make mi ill n^e of tlieir communications ; 
'* accordingly thtnv has lieen ihiv effect of it, that 
** the name of no one g<KKl iierson in the world 
'* evercanie under any hleraidi by means of an 
** afflic'ted person tliat fell under my imrticular 
** c«»;^izance ; yea, mi one man, woman, or child 
** ever came into any tmuhlc, for the sake of any 
**.that were afflicted, after I liad once lie;^") to 
'* look after tliem. How often have I had this 
** tluMwn into my dish. ' that many years ajro I 
*' * h:id an opfMirtunity to haT(» lmin<(ht forth such 
** * people as have, in the late^torra of witchcraft, 
** * been complained of, Init that I i>mMtliered it 
'* ' mIP ; and after that sttmiu was niisod at S:deiii, 
** I did myaelf offer to provide meat, drink, and 
*' Itidging ffir no \cm than six of tlie Nfflictcd. 
** that so an ex|)eriment misrht lie ii^ade. wh thir 
*' t'l'^y***', aritli ftmtin^, U|i«in the removal of the 
*' ili>tr«-»<e<1. miifht nut |iut a in'riod to the tr>»uli- 
*■* \e then nsintr, without giviiis; the civil aurhori- 
**ty the triHiMe of pniseciiting fhtwc thin;^, 
^* which nothing but a c(msci«'ntiou8 retr^ud unto 
** the cries of miserable f imilies could h:iv(* over- 
** coiiK* the rfbu^accies of thi* honoraMe Juducn 
'' to meddle witlu In sliort, 1 do huniMy but 
*' freely uffirm it, tliere is mit a man livin;; in this 
** world wImi has Iteen more de^imus, than the 
'* IMMir man I, to ftlielter my neiglilMirt fMm the 
** i:iconvenienci-s of siiectral outiTii-j*; yea, I am 
*• very j *al<ius I liave d<MK» so mmli that way, ns 
'* t-> sin in what I have done; such have been the 
*' co^vanlioi* ami fearfuluew wh<*re unto my re- 
";;ard to tlaf dif«ati«f:ic;i4ai of other |N*ople Iihs 
"' precipititi'fl nic. I know a man in tin* w<irld, 
•• who h:is tlion;rht lie has lieen able to convict 
** s^mie such witclK'K as ou;;lit to die; but bin re< 
**spect »iit4> tlie imMie |»eacf buK canst-d him 
'* rather to tr>* wlM*ther Iw could mit renew them 
••b? repw^ilam^e." — Cs/^/*, 11. 

Tlw carefnl wader will noti<« that •* nix of tlie 
•* afflicted." at Sdem Villajp*, wcaild have includ- 
ed nearl« the whole Hrirl*- of the accusing girls 
tliere. If lie liad btfen allowed to t ike tliem into 
hia excluHire keeping, he w«aild have liail the 
wiMde thing in his own hamls. 

In his aocounft ol ** the afBictiuos of Margaret 



"Rule,** printed bv Cslef, In hbbook, and from 
which the forcgutng extracts have been made 
speaking of the ''eight cursed s|iectres** with 
which Am was assaulted. In the fall of 1698, 
Mather saj-s : ** She was ver>' careful of my relter- 
** ated charges, to forbear bating their uauuB^ 
^* lest any good |M.*niOn sliould come to suffer any 
** blast of rqNitation, through the cnnning mal- 
**iceof the great accuser; nevertheless, having 
** since pi ivately named them lo myself, I will 
** ventuie to say this of them, that they are a s«irt 
**of wretches who, for the>e many years, have 
*'gone under as violent imsumptions of witch- 
** craft as, perhaps, any creatures yet lining upon 
** earth ; although I am far from thinkuig that 
** the visions of this young woman were evi<lenoe 
** enough to prove tliem sa** — CaUf^ 4. 

The f«illowing is fnim hb Wonder* of the Th- 
tlhfs WoM. 12.: ''If omx* switch do ingen- 
'* iously confess among us, mi more 8|x;ctres do, 
**in their shapes, after this, trouble the vicinage; 
"if any guilty creatures will accordingly, to so 
**good puriMise, confess their crime to any Min- 
/'ister of God, and get out of the snare of the 
" Devil, as no Minister will discover such a con 
**scientiousconfc»%ion, so, Ilidieve, none in Uie 
" authority will preM him to discover it, but re- 
** joice in a soul saved fnim death.** 

In his Life of Phiy, he says: **In fine, Uie 
"ctNintry was in a dreadful ferment, and wise 
** men foresaa* a long train of dismal and bloody 
''consequences. IIereu|M»n they firiit advised, 
** that tho ajffieted niiglit lie kept asunder, in the 
**cloc^%t privacy; and one particular peison 
** (whom I have cause to know), in pursuance of 
*' this advice, offered himself singly to provide 
** accomm<Klations for any six of them, that so the 
''Kucce^^of more than ordinaiy prayer, with fast- 
*'ing, might, with |iatience, lie ex|ierienced, tie- 
*' f<»rv* any <»ther c«)urBes were taken.*^ — Hagnalia. 
B«iok II. p. 02. 

Ilutchins n gives an extract from a letter, writ- 
ten by John Allyn, Secretarj* of Connecticut, dat- 
wl. •' llARTroiiD, March 18, 1693." to Increase 
Mather, m follows : '* As U. what you men- 
•*tion. c»»nceminK that |ioor creature in y<Mir 
'^toi^-n that U afflicted, and uicnti<»ned my nabtc 
**to vouitielf and son, I return vou heartv thanks 
** for your intimation aliout it. .ind for your ch«r- 
*' ity therein mentioned ; and I have great cause 
"to bless God, who, of liix mercy hitherto, hath 
** n«>t left nic to fall into i-ucli an luirrid evil." 
— Ilistorpf ii. 61, note. 

Further, it was on account of S4ime imrticular 
plan, in reference t«i the management of this de- 
scrip* ion f»f evidence, I am inclined to tlunk. 
that In* fi It tlie iut)iorlaii( e of lieing pn sent at 
the trials. F4»r this reason, he laments the illnesK 
that prevented his accompany ing Richards to the 
Court, St its opening, oo the second of June, to 



<* awiat tbe noble •enrire,** an he «iji« ** wHb the 
** Qtmnet of my little skill and care.** 

Tliit lanipia^ 8ho«r8 ouncloKively, hy the wu}*, 
the fn^'atinflaenrt* lie had, at that time, in dircctiofr 
the OoTemment, fmrtictilarly tlie Coart. He 
would nof hnTe addre»«d one of the Jndi;f*a. in 
Much terms had lie not felt that his ** M\\ and 
** care *' woald lie recognised and permitt"d to 
take effect. We may well lament^ with him, 
that he could not haTe lieen prcM*nt at ttie fir^t 
triaL It would not, then, have been left to con- 
jecture and scrutiny, to determine what hia plan 
WHS ; and an ofien attempt, to bring the Court to 
adopt it, might have given another turn to af- 
fairs. 

In his Diar}*, on the twenty- ninth of April, is 
the fi»I1owing: '*T1iis day I obtained help of 
' * Gud, that he wciuld make use of me, as of a John, 
*' to lie a herald of the Lord*8 Kingdom, now a|>- 
**proaching.'' ** My prayeni did especially in 
"* sist upon the liorrible encliantments and posses 
*' sions, broke forth in Salem Village, things of 
** a most prodigious aspect, a good issue to those 
" things, and my own dircctitin and protection 
* therealiouta, I did especially |)etition for.** 

Tiiedateof this entry is iniiMXtant. On tlie 
eleventh, ninet4.*cnth, and twenty second of Apt il, 
impressive scenes had licen exhibited at Hidem 
Villaga Rome <if tbe mot^t conspicuous cases of 
the pri'liniinary examinations of |ienmns arrested, 
had » iccuiTed. The nec**ssjiry stcf m were then lieing 
tMkcn to folhiu' ip» those exsminations withapro- 
cedurethait would excite the country to the highest 
pitch. The amingements, kept winrealod at Sa- 
lem, and niiMis|)ecte<l by the public at large, 
were made and |)erfected in Boston. On the 
dav after the date of the fon^going memorandum, 
a MMgistrate in tlitit fihice i«suL*(l the pro)>er orrler 
for the arrest of the Rev. George Bnrnniglis; and 
officsi-s wer« staKed express t<i Maine for tliat 
purpose. This was *• the most prodigious as|)e€?t 
•* of affairs" at the time. All the circumstances 
must hav » lieen known by MathtT. ITenrc his 
earnest «olicitude that pniceedings should becon- 
ductt^d under hi* own **dirpetMinMnd prot^-ction.'* 
Tlie use of these terms, hioks as if Slather con- 
templated the preliminary examinations as to 
take plaire under his din'cti<in and management, 
and will l>e liome in mind, when we come to «»n- 
sider the question of his having U'en. more or 
less, pn*sent at them. 

r)is|Kised to take the innet favorable and char- 
itable view of such |iHSsages as have now lioen 
presented, I would gather from them that his 
mind may have n*curred to his original and fa- 
vorite idea, that prayer and fasting were the 
pro|>er wra|>ons to wield against witchcraft; but 
if they failed, then recourse was to lie had to the 
terrors of the law. He desired to have the af- 
flicted mnd the accnied placed under the treat- 



mcnt of aoMe €■• perwNi, of di ecw t Jo 
make no ill nae of their conmmiicfttkiiM, to 
*'they might privateljr tdl their wliids,' 
who, without " noise, eomimnj and 
could keep, onder hia own omitroi, tlie dmd 
crets of tlie former and exorcise tbe kitlrr. He 
was willing, and desimns, of occupying tbiipe' 
sitioD bimedf , end of taking its respoaeibiB^. 
To signify this, be offered to prwide **wmti, 
"drink and lodging** for six of tbe afllicted 
children ; to keep them *' arandcr, in tbe denrt 
** lirivacy ;** to he tbe recipient of their vWoae; 
and then to look after tlie nrraaed, for tlie pv- 
poae of indncing tliem to onnfesa and fanak 
loose from their league with Satan; to be cz- 
em|it, except when lie thought proper to do It, 
from giving testimony in CourL againat partifB 
accuaiHl : and to communicate with perMNW, tbui 
secretly complained of, as be and hia father af- 
terwards did with tlie Secretary of Onnneetlcnt, 
ami taking, as in that caae. if be saw fit, a bare 
denial as aoffident. for ** sheltering ** tbcn, alto- 
getlier, by kee|>ing tlie accusation a pro f ound ae- 
cret in bia own hreast, as be acluiowledgHi be 
had done to a considerable extent — atoneedaiB- 
ing an<l ccmfcssing tliat he had " d<aM ao Mudi 
** that way, as to sin in what be bad dose.** 

In langnage that indicatia a c om -apiuidcnce 
and familiarity of intercourse with peianut. act- 
ing un tlie aiMit, at Salem Village, such M author- 
\fjcd him to sfieak for tlnm, h<* gives ua to under- 
stund that tliey concurred with bin in bia pro- 
posed method of treating the cases: '-There are 
** ver>' worthy men, wIhi. having lieen callrd by 
**God. when and where this wifdiciafl flnt ap- 
'' p ared ufMin tlie stage, to encvaniier It, are ear- 
** neatly desinm* to liave it idfle«l unto tbe Imt- 
•*t«im*of it." •'Perwais, thus diaiioaed, have 
••lieen men emimut f«ir wi>doni and ▼htue.'* 
'•Thev would ul^dlv contrive and reorlre an ex- 
•* pedient, liow tlie slieddiiig <if lH«Mid might lie 
•• sfMired, by tlie recfivery of witches wit layond 
^•the readi of )>ardon. And, after all, they in- 
*• vite all giMid men. in terms to thia purpiw:'* 
•• Being amazed at tlie nnnilier and quality <*f 
•' those accused, of Iste. we do not know lart 8a- 
*• tan by his wiles may have enwni|it some inno- 
••cent persons; and th<Ti'fore sbonid eameitly 
•*and humbly dcnre the in««t criticniiiiquify, 
•• upon the place, to find out the fallary.**— ITsa- 
if^a, 11. 

Indead, Partis and his c«iadjut«M*, at Sakui 
VillHge, to wImmii these piissages rcfi'r, liad, with- 
out auth«>rity. \w*n. all nlong, ezercii4ng the 
functions Mather ih-sire*! to have Iiei4t»we€l U|"« 
him, by aurlKnity. Tliey liad kefit a emmnlliiig 
commiinicalion with tlie'^' afnii-tf^ childten;" de- 
termined who were to lie cried <ait puhHdy 
against and wlien; relaikrd and retuvasrd the 
calling out, by name, of tbe Rev. SufliiMl WiDaid 



and nuinjr other penom, of Ixith lezcs, of "qual- 
ity,^ in Bcwton; and arranged and managed 
matten, genenUly. 

The conjecture I have Tent ured tt> UMke, as to 
>Iatlier*s plan of pntcvdurp, explains, a» the reader 
willperrciTe. hy tumiu;; liaek to the Minittter*K AA- 
viV, [!hgr§ 21, 22. anU] much of the phrasit>logy 
of that carious d<icunu*iit. ** Very critical and ez- 
'* qniyite cautionr in t\\Q third Section ; '*that all 
** procettling!! tliercnlMnit lie mana^i'd with an ex- 
**ceedinp: tem1ernei»<* towards thom; that may lie 
** complained of,'' in tlie/V»»/rfA; •• we ci iild wish 
**tli:it tliere niMy lie admitted as littlo a« poasi- 
** hie of Knch miiM*, (*om)Niny and Ofienness, as 
*' mav t4K> hustily cxiiose them tlmt are exaniin- 
•• cd," in the ilfth; and th« entire f9et*tk Sec- 
titm, expressly auth«>rixe the siipprtiuiin, dis- 
rcgard, and dUheliff^ of 9'tme of the I)e\'iPs 
aocu^tioms on the grounds of exfMfdiency and 
public policy. 

^father's necessar}* alNsenct^ from tl»e (^>art, at 
its first Session, prevented bis ** skill and care*' 
being availed of, or any attempt lieinjr made to 
bring f«>rward his plan. Tlie proceedingH, hav- 
ing thus commenced in an ordinnry wsy, were 
continued at the several adjoumtm*nts of the 
Court; and his expeiiment was never made. 

The fallacy of liis ideas and the impmctica- 
bility of his scheme munt, indeed, have Ix-comc 
evident, at the fir^tt moment it was bnmght un- 
der considenition. In('S|>erienced and l)lindi*d. 
as they were, by the delusions of the time and the 
excitemcnt^- of the scfm*, and uisposed. as they 
must Imvelieen. by all com»ideniti<»ns. to comply 
a'ith \m wish'js. the Judges hnd kcuk* enougli 
left to see thit it would never do to take the 
ctmrse he desired. The trials could not. in tlmt 
t'vent. have g(>ne «»n nt all. The very first ste|> 
would have lieen to abnnTite their own functions 
as a Court ; imihs the accusers and nccused over to 
his hands* and sdjoum t(» wait his rail. If the 
spectre evidencff hud l»een excluded from the 
**n<»isc. ci>nf union and o|M*nnc?« '^ of the public 
Court-HKim, tlien* would have liet*ii n«ithing left 
to go n|N>n. If it hiid l>een Mdniitt«l. umlei any 
cimdition« or limitations, merelvttidisclowf mat- 
tcr of ** pri-sumption," a fatal difliculty w«»uld 
meet the first step of the i*nquiry. To the ques 
tion, " AVho hurts you ?** no answer conid lie al- 
lowed to Ik» given ; and the ** .V/*#i«/^r,*' to whom 
the ;vitnt?ss had c«>nfi(1fntially given the names 
«»f |>erson« wlnise s|M'Ctrcs had tormented her. sit- 
ting, |jerlm|»>, in the Court-riNim at the time, would 
have to countenance the Kup|>n'ssion of tlie evi- 
dence, and not l>e liable to b{> oilled to the stand 
to divulge his kDowledjte. 

Tlie attempt to leave the accrusera and tlie ac- 
«nised to lie treated by the Minister selected fia* 
the purpose, in secure privm^v, wiaild have die- 
polved the Coqrt before It had bi^guii; and if this 



was what Uather meant when, afterwards, «t tpj 
time, he endeavored to throw off the responslhil • 
ity of the proceedings, by intimating that hia 
prolTered fuggestions and services were disre- 
garded, hia complaint was umis: nnreasonaMe. 
The truth is^ the pro|K)sal was wholly inadmissi- 
ble, and could not liave been carried into effect. 
Besides, it would have overthrown the wlnile 
system of organized society, and given to wliom- 
soever the management of the cafies had thus, for 
the time, l)een relinqui«had. a {wwer too fearful 
to lie thought of. as lodged in one man, or in any 

firivate iiergon. If lie, or any other perMin, had 
leen allowed by the Ctmrt to assume such an of- 
fice, and had lieen known to hold, in secret custo- 
dy, the accusing parties, receiving their confiden- 
tial communications, to act u|K>n them as he saw 
fit — sheltering some fnim prosecution and relum- 
ing others to be pniceeded against by the Court, 
which would be eq'divalent to a conviction and 
execution — it woula have inaugurated a reign of 
terror, such as had not even then lieen approach- 
ed, and which no c« immunity could liear. Evety 
man and woman would have felt in the eztrem- 
est iieiil, hanging nixin the will of an irres|>on- 
sible arbiter of life and death. 

Parris and his associates, acting without an- 
thority and in a limited sphere, had tried this 
ex))erinient ; had spread abroad, temir, havoc, and 
ruin; ami incensed the surrouiding regicm 
with a madness it took generations to allay. 

To have thought, for a moment, that it was 
dcsimble to be invested with anch a power, ''by 
**tlie authority, ** shows how ignorant Cottcm 
Matlier war. of human nature. However inno- 
cent, upright, or iM'uevolent might be its exercise, 
he would have lieen assailed liy animodties of 
the dee|Nat, and appnmches of the liasest, kind. 
A hatred and a sycophancy, such as no Priest. 
Po|)c or desfxit before, had encountered, would 
have lieen brought agaiust him. He would have 
been assailed by the temptation, and asiiersed by 
the imputation, of " Hush money,^ from all 
qnarters; and, ultimately, the whole country vrould 
have risen against what would have lieen regard- . 
ed as a universal levy of ** Black Mail.** Who- 
ever, at any time, in any countr>*, should under- 
take such an office as this, would lie, in the end, 
the victim of tlie outraged sensibilities and |nis- 
si«His of humanity. How l«>ng could it be en 
dured, any where, if all men were liable to re- 
ceive, fnim one authorized and enabled to deter- 
mintr their fate, such a missive as the Mathers 
addressed t«i the Secret «ry of Connecticut, and, 
at the liest, t<i lie lieluilden, as he felt himself to 
lie, to tlie ** charity ^ that might prevent their 
lading ex|Mised and prowciited to the ruin of their 
repntatitm. if not to an iKiiominioiis death ? 

Calef, alluding to Matlier*8 pretensions to haT- 
in^ beep actyated by *' exceeding tcndcnMat Iq- 



■ALuft wrtcmauart Aim ovrtw ia< 



'*wftrdt peraoDS complained of,** expmtn the 
sentimeDU all would feel, in micb a condition of 
dependence upon the *' chtritj " of one, armed 
with such fatal power OTer them : ** Thete are 
** some of the destructire notions of this age; 
*- and however the asserters of them seem some- 
**timoft to value themMves miich U|K)n slielter* 
** ing their neighlNirs from siN.'Ctral accuf-ations, 
** thej may deserve a< much thanks as that Tyrant, 
*'that havinj; industriously obtained an unintcl- 
'* ligihle charge against his sul)jects, in matters 
** wherein it was impoMilile they should be guil- 
** ty, having therel>y their lives in his power, yet 
'* suffers them of his mere grace to live, and 
** will be called gracious Lord I ** — Plrefaes, 

The mere suspicion tliat some persons were 
behind the scene, excrciKing this power of point- 
ing out some for prosecution and sheltering some 
from trial or arrest, produced, as Phips says, '* a 
'* strange ferment of dissjitisfaction/* threatening 
ing to kindle **an inextinguishable flame/* Brat- 
tle complained of it bitterly: **Ttiit occasions 
** much discourse and many hot words, and b a 
*' very great scandal and stumbling block to many 
*' good |>eopie; certainly distributive justiceshould 
*'hHve its course, without resiX'Ct to persons; 
" and, although tht* said Mrs. Thatcher be moth- 
**er-in-law to Mr. Curwin, who is one of the Jus* 
** tices and Judges, yet, if justice and conscience 
'* do oblige them to apprehend others on account 
**of the afflicted their complaints, I cannot see 
**how, without injustice and violence to con- 
*' science, Mrs. Tliatcher can escape, when it is 
*' well known how much she is, and has b^en, 
"complained of." — Letter dated October 8th. 
1692, in the MastachuMeUi n'mtorieal SocUty'i 
CoUeetions, L, v., 69. 

Hezekial Usher, an eminent citizen of Boston, 
was arrested by Joseph Lynde, one of the Coun- 
cil, but suffered to remain, '* for above a fort- 
** night,** in a private house, and afterwards to 
leave the Province. Bnittle * * cannot but admire " 
at this, and sa^^s: **Mcthinks that same justice, 
**that actually imprisoneii others, and refused 
** bail for them, on any terms should not lie sat- 
**isfied without actually imprisoning Mr. U., 
** and refusing bail for him, when his case is 
''known to be the very same with the case of 
''those others." 

Brattle was a friend of Usher, and believed 
him innocent, yet was indignant that such bare- 
faced partiality should be shown in judicial pro- 
ceedings. The establishment of a regular sys- 
tematized plan, committed to any individual, for 
sheltering some, while others tvould be handed 
back for punishment, would have been unendur- 
able. 

As it was, Mather exposed himself to much 
odium, because it was understood that be wa» 
practising, on hb own responsibility and pri- 



▼atdy, upon the plan he wiabed tba Jodni to 
adoiit, as a principle and method of proeera«% 
In all the triisls. He says: *'It may bc^ bommi' 
'* living ever had more people, under j pn Unmim - 
** ral and astonishing circumstancea, catl faj te 
"providence of Qod into bia more p^ Hff whir 
" care than 1 hav« bad.** 

Of course, those persons woold be moat oliwni- 
ious to ill-feeling in the community, wbo 



known, as he saya of himself, in the ffbregob^ 
sentence, to have most intimacy with, aaduifla- 
ence over, the accui^ers. For tbia reason, CdltMi 
Mather was the special object of resentmcaL K« 
wonder that be sometimes liewaik, and inmctlMCi 
beratea, the storm of angry passiona nig^ 
around. A very bitter feeling perradad the 
oountty, grounded on the oonnctMB thni Hmn 
was ** a respect to persons,** and a eonnlTaaQi^ im 
behalf of some, by those managiag tbe alUr. 
The public was shocked by having sock panoM 
as the Rev. Samuel WiUard, Mrs. Hale of B«f<- 
erly, and the Lady of the Ooveraor, cried oat 
upon by the ** afflicted children ; ** and the 
motion waa heightened by a cross-correBt «f 
dignant enquiries : "Why, aa these perMoa 
*' accused, are they not arrested and imprisoMdr 

Mather alludes, in frequent passagi% to thii 
angry state of feeling, aa the fcilowfaig: *^ftii 
'* by our quarrel? that we spoil oor praycn ; md 
" if our humble, zealoos, and nnited pnmn «§ 
•• once hindered ! Alas, the PhilisHnea of Hell 
** have cut our locks for us ; they will then Uhid 
** us, mock us, ruin uf . In truth, I oannol alto- 
** getber blame it, if people are a little tme- 
** ported, when they conceive all the aecalar to- 
'* terests of themselves and their famUlei at stak% 
** and yet, at the sight of these beart^lmmiag^ 
'* I cannot forliear the exclamation of the swert 
'* spirited Austin, in bis pacificatorr qiislle to 
** Jerom, on tlie contest with Ruffin, *Owti§erm 4 
**'mi9eranda e0mfi<k».'***~YrM4«r«, 11. 

There was arnither evil to which he riTpoand 
himself by seeking to have such frequent, pri- 
vate, and confidential intercourse with the *^*IHtd 
accusers and confessing witdies, who pmfnsed 
to have so often seen, associated with, and anf- 
fered from, S|)ectral imagea of the DeviTaooB- 
federates ; which spectral shapes, as waa bdiefed, 
were, after all, the Devil himsell He canw 
uiKler the imputation of what, in Scriptore, is 
pronounced one of the darkest of criflsciL The 
same charge was made to tell against Mr. Perrii^ 
helping effectually to remove him from the min- 
istry at Salem Village. Lemtietu xz., 6. ''And 
** the soul that tnmeth after such aa have famOltf 
** spirits, and after wizarda, to go a whotiaf 
*' after them, I will set my face againat that aoM, 
^* and will cut him off from among his peopla.* 
ICkranicU$, z, 18. ''So Sanl died for hb 

transgressioa, whidi he oommitled ■galil tt» 
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**Lord. even i^aiiwt tbe voi 
** whirh lie k»pl nut ; aud alw, tor ssk 
^- f one Ih^t bid ■ familUr >|i<rit, t< 
I, uid inquirrd Dot of llir Liin). I 

ir h>Tin)t HI mnrh to da wilh iierHnw piu- 

Dg to mtla from, »nil fmm Mhfm c>inirt»- 

t tu hire cnmmlltcKl, tlie lia nf •tili-bonft, 

iilijixl of k ■HStlhinu rebuke Jrt, 
> (HuiMgr I >lull qaulr. 



H rlK letter iifBrudle, 



Ihm. m fur u I am j^lher. iru CiAlun 

I'liiQ fo.'lhv niHna^criiii-nt of wildicrafl 

liimi; i>tichilBiiii|iraaiai>iilitv; andnirh 

e dimgeTuiu and injariiiui roiiM.-qaeDCi« to liim- 

1, of nltrinpliiijf ti> iHit il iDlo |>rw1iM. lie 

rer fully diTol)(nl it ; lint, in the AiUitt uf the 

pllituteft Rod THrioua iitlitT nrilingii. endEHTurcd 



Salem, before the amral of Sit 

^ , William, at Btxton. Id It, he s[>reaili out, with 

nquire of c<>Dsit1rnil>le tulliKfi. «hat had Ixyd liroaght be- 

redire he fure llie ^Illpiit™^^■^ coo isling iiiaiDlv of apec- 

Iral Ir^liiDcin.T: nnd iinrralei the njipearanca and 

d<iin|ii< of iijHflrc* aMiulling the "afflicted 

" childFra." mil lu mere nuttera illrged, Initai 

ttOr. It is true that he appean >* ■ oanator ; 

naDDiT and IcDor of hia ata'emeDt, 

lat he roiuidemi u endoraing the 

K{>eetral eridtncE. SjH'nkinE of the exarniafng 






IK that It 



" that is 



n ie»7, "gmeraHy iliougUl tl . 
"the irnr." lie trxpreiH-a himself an fullowa : 
" Tlie ilSicIed pco|)le vehemently accused aer- 
" eial person*, in cetera] place*, that the rpectrat 
"irhich afflicted them, did eiactly resemble 



I Itcvlevrr and olbcn inf ■ the nutioi^*^' examination, it «u found, that Itie demODn, 
an opiKxed III the aiimiaeian of •pedrci " then a ihnnsand ways abusing of tlie poor af- 
at llie irialE. uere u»i-<l as areunieiila Ip " flicted people, had wilh a Diarvelloua eiact' 
•'autiiltrily" niil torecrivc llialipecMB ■■neaa rrprescnttd Ihinn ; yea, it was found 
icn. ID oian C<iqt1. bat lu rFftr Uff^ "that ninny of the accused, but Qisting their 
' ■ ' " " ' iged I'v hint' "eye npon the afflicted, the aflliclal. thoagh 

' ' "their faces were never so much another way. 

would fall down nnd lie in a sort of a swoon, 
wherein they would cuDlinue. whatever hands 
were laid ii|inn them, dniil the hsnJs of Ibe 
accDwd came to touch them, nnd then they 
would revire immoiliHtcIf : and it was funnd, 
that various kinda of natural adions, done by 
numy of Ihc accused ia or to their own bodiea, 
IS leaning. Iiending. lumiirg awry, or aqueet- 
ini! their hnndi, ur the like, were presently 
atlcndi-d with the like things t'reterDaturally 
done ujHin the l>od'ea of tW nfflicted, Ihoogfa 
lit. in thnt ; " Ihey were so far osuiider, that tlie afflicted 
lie carried . " could not at all ulmcrve the accused." — Jfiw- 
'ITect. It «'a.>seen. atoiicr. by all men, who | oalia. Book II., p. SI. 

nny senw Iffi, In <« nlterly bn|irac6ea1>I(S| Indeed. Ihrnughuut hii account of the sppear- 
' ' )« nliandoneil. That lirinic oclllcd ancc* and o< 



ii)u1dte cauiion and ilisoreiinn, atid. there' ' 

Hiveniincci and prumnte good rfi " 

; and nrben he could nut siiInIug tlie d\Bi '' 

e«<>f IIwchh:. Iu delivtr lack llie oUluvah' '' 

tint, to the CoDrt. to lip jiriicpede^ '' 

t ID the imiinnr)' cuorae of law. With ] *' 

aliMilaleiKiwern ... 

rmton. mBylwTe bad attraction. .But. IdunUt 
Out IHM he ch-ri»Ii«l it from " ■ - - 

ing* alMu lie iliiiii|/lii that 1 



¥ 



and disposed uf. he t 
wilhoul roisgi^in;^^ esmiTtly and vtheroi 
nulninini! the Court, in all Tliinpi. spectre 
included, aa remniDs to lie shown. 



shall continue to dmw. at some length, upon 
Mather's nrilln^'S. to which 1 a<k the careful al- 
Icntim of the reader. Tlie subject to which they 
mMtly relate, is of much inlereEt, presenting 
vien-s of a cl isa i>f lopici, holding, for a long |ie- 
rj"d. ■ mightT swav over the humnn mind. 

In his Lift of'Phiji; written in 1097. and 
c>ii<«itDtJng the cnncludin^ P»'* of the Second 
Book of llw Xagnalia, he giTea ■ general account 
L-Vf what bad transpired, in tbe preliminary ex- ' 
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the committing Mairistnites. il must lie allowed 
that he eipiised a decided biat, in his own mind, 
to the belief and reception of the spectr^ evi- 
dence. He commences thnt account in Ihoe 
words: "Sonic scores of [leople. first about Ba- 
"lem. the centre and flmt-bom of nil the towns 
" in the Colony, and Rfter^TardB in several other 
"jilarjai, weie arreiited with miny preternatural 
■' reintions ujion tlieir liodies, and a variety of 
"cruel Inrm-nts. which were evidently inflicted 
'■ from the <leinons of the invisible world. The 
"peiiple thai were infecti-d and infested wilh 
"mch Denlon^ in a few days time, arrived at 
"auch a refining alteialion u|ion their eyes, that 
"ihevcoutd nee their tormentors: they naw 
" Devil of a little etnture and of a tawny cok., 
itb spectra that appeared w 



J 



*' more banMa drcaiMtanoei.** — Bb^ 60. 

And he coudodet it as fuUnwt : y* Flaahy pco- 
** pie mmj borlesque tbcte thingi, oai vben han- 
*'drec1s of the nuitt solier people m a oountry, 
** where they hnve as much mot her- wit certainlj 
'* nn the reft of mnnkind, know tliem to be (me, 
** ii(»thin(( but the ultsurd mul fruwanl spirit of 
** SadclncveiHiii can quextiun tbeniA I have not vet 
** meotio:ied S(i niaeh as «>ne thiulg, that will not 
** l»e justified, if it Iv required, bj the oa hs of 
''more considerate persims, than any that can 
** ridicule ttiese tnld phenomena.** — Bit^e 61. 

Wlien lie crnnes to tlie coDclaition of tlie affair, 
and mentiios the general pardon of the convicted 
and accused, he says : *' there ' fell out seTcral 
*' strange things that ciused the s|iirit of the 
** country to run as vehemently upon the acquit- 
' ^ *' ting of all the accused, as it had, by mistake, 
** ran at first u|)on the OHidemning of them.** 
** In fine, the last C4»urts that sate up<in this 
*Mhomy business, finding that it was impossible 
**to penetrate into the whole meaning of the 
** things that had happened, and that so many 
'^un^carchalile dieats were intiTwoven into the 
**couclusicm of a mysterious business, which 
** perhaps had not crept thereinto at the begin- 
** ning of it, they cleared the accused as fast as 
"they tried them/* But, even then, Mather 
could not wholly ditiengHge his mind from the 
** mistake.** ** More than twice twenty,** he says, 
in connection with the fact thit the confessions 
had i»een receded from, '* had inade such volun- 
'*tary, and harmonious and uncontrollable C4m- 
'* fessions, that if they were all sham, there was 
''therein the greatest violation, made by the eflS- 
"cacy of the invisible world. U)K)n the rules of 
"understanding human affaii>, that was ever 
"seen since Ood made man upon the earth.** 

In this same work he presents, in condensed 
sha|>e, the views of the advocates and of the op- 
|>onents of 8|>cctral testimony, without striking 
the Mance between them or avowedly taking 
sides with either, althour^h it may fairly be ol>- 
served that the weight he puts into the scale of 
the f<irmer is quite prei>oii(leraiing. From inci- 
dental expressions, too, it might l>e inferred that 
he was to be classed with the fonner, as he 
ascribes to them some " philosi>phical schemes,** 
in explanation of the phenomena of witchcraft, 
that look like his noti(»n of the '* Plastic spirit of 
*' the world.** Another incidental remark seems to 
point to Increase Mather, as to l>e classed with 
the latter, as follows : *' Though against some 
*' of them that were tried, there came in so much 
"other evidonce of their dialiolical compacts, 
*' that some of the most judicious, and yet vehe- 
" ment, opposers of the notions then in vogue, 
" publicly declared, Ilad they tkemtflo^^ been on 
** ths Beneh, they could not hate aequittod th^m; 
" neTertheleaa, diven were coodemced, against 



*'w1ioai the cMtf cvidflBn «M iiiMilrf h fti 
•« apcctnl fiMbirtcM* 

locmw Slather, ia tlw PoUMrfail to hb Chflt 
of Conaeimeo^ tayt : " I aa gtad tint tiMVt ii 
*' publblied to the World (Ij my Sim)%BM9im 
" oftko Tryalsot tome who were lat^y csMld^ 
" whereby 1 hofie the thinking fMit uf MmMmA 
" will las satisfied, thai there wat motm thn thit 
'' which M called Speetro BwUimm for Um 0^ 
'* viction of the PenuM coodcmaed. I 



" my self pment at any of the TVyaK •**T*Hf 
one, t'a. that of Qoor§€ Burrmtfkt; bad! 



t* 



" iM.'en one of his Jndge^ I eonld soC lwf« 
" quitted him : For teTcral P^ftoM did npaa 0«lh 
" testifie, that they saw him do m§dk thiiMi m M 
" Slanthat hat not a DevO to ba hit nuaUiar 
" could perfona.** 

It ia obserTaMe that lacraam Xatbar domaH 
ex|>re8B or intimate, in this pamage, aaj ol^te- 
titm to the iatrodoctioa of spectr 



When we come to consider Cottoa Mathcr*t Bm- 
tiato of the trial of George BorronglM^ wa ahill 
see how slight and inadeqoale waa what Tafiuaw 
Mather coiud have heard, mi tho Triai^ to prafv 
that Burroughs had exhibited atro^ wbich tha 
Devil only could have toppliedt The bhmI trMd 
and impertinent matter was all that was naodod, 
to be added to spectral testimoay, to gi?a it fitel 
effect. The valoe, by the way, of loenme 
)Iather*s averment, that ** more thaa that arUeh ia 
" called Spectre Evidence ** waa addaoed agafaMt 
the persons convicted, is tooiewhat ia^Mitad hf 
the admission of Cotton Mather, Joat befora 
quoted, that " divers were oondeflUMd,** i^gaiast 
whom it was the *' chief erideaoe.** 

In stating the olijectioa, by aooie, to tha adaua* 
sion of spectral evidence, on the grooad that te 
Devil ml^Iit assume the shape of aa laaooent per ^ 
son, and if that peisoa was held aaswarshla for 
the actions of that spectral appearaaee, it would 
be in the power of the Devil to ooaviet aad da* 
stroy any numlier of innocent and rigfalauos 
pie, and thereby " subvert Government aad 
" band and iiiin h*iman society,^ Cbttoa 
gets over the difliculty thus : " And yat God 
'* sometimes suffer such things to eveaa, that way 
" may know, thereby, how much r.aare baboldsli 
*" to him, for that restraint which be lays apoa 
" the infernal spirits, who would ^M ladaoe a 
'* world into a chaos.** 

This is a striking instance of the way ia whieh 
words may be miule, not only to covor, hot to \ 
transform, ideas. A reverent form fl 
ctmceals an irreverent conceptioo. ITie' 
b t4)o shocking for plain utteraaoe; bat, 
in the garb of ingenious phraseology, ft 
an asi)ect that enables it to pan as a devoot a^ 
knowlodgment of a dirine mystenr. Tlw lasl 
meaning, absurd as it b dreadfal, to ilato or 
think, is that the Heavenly Father 
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maj, Bot uierel J permit, bat will, the lies of tbe 
Deril to mislead tribanab of justice to tbe shed- 
ding of the blood of the rigbteoua. thatbemAj, 
tliervby show how we ere beholden to Him, that 
a lilce outrage And detraction duet not happen 
to us alL He allows the Devil, liy false testimo- 
ny, to bring abont the {wrpetration «>f the mnet 
• horrible wrong. It is a part of the *' Rectorml 
*' Rigbte«»asnet4 of 6«>d,^ thnt it sh««Ql(l lie ao. 
Wliat if the Conits do admit tlie tcstinionv of 
the Di'Til in the ap)>earance of a s|iectre, and, on 
its ^trviigth, consign to death the innocent t It 
is th will of G«id, tliat it shonld be >h>. Let that 
will be dt»Be. 

Bat however the sentiment desenrcs to be char- 
acterised, it removes the imly gnmnd upon which, 
in that day, spectral evidence waa oljjected to— 
namely, tfut it might endanger the innocent If 
snch waa the will of God, the objectors were al- 
lenced. 

In ctincluning the examination of the qaeation 
whether Cotton Mather denounced, or oounte- 
nanad, the adml<«ion of spectral testimony — fiir 
that is the iwue l>ef<>f« us — I feel confident that 
it has lieen made apimrent that it was not in ref- 
erence to the admiMiivH of euch testim*>ny, that 
lie objected to the ** principles that some of tlie 
** Jucigea had esiioused,*^ but to the method in 
which it should Ije handled And mauag^, I.de>' 
ny, utterly, that it can l»e shown that he oppoacd 
its adwiitnon. In none of his public writings 
did he ever pretend to this. The ntnioat upon 
whirli he ventured, driven to the defensive on 
this very ixiint, as he was daring all the rest of 
his days, was to say that he was opposed to its 
** excessive u<e.*^ Once, indeed, in his private 
Diary, under that self-delusion which often led 
him to lie blind to the impttrt of his language, 
c(mtradictin<;, in one part, wlint he had aaid in 
another part of the «ame sentence, endently, aa 
I l«elieve, without any con^ioua and intentional 
violation of trutlu he makey thia statement : ** For 
** my own part, I was always afraid of fKocecd- 
** ing to convict and condemn any iierson, aa a 
*' confederate with afflicting Demona, opon io 
'* feeble an evidence as a spectral representatioB. 
. *' Accordingly, I ever protested agatnat it, both 
f ''publicly and privately; and, in my letter to 
"the Judges, I particulariy besought them that 
"they would, by no mcana, admit it; and 
"when a considerable assembly of Ministers 
"gave in their advice al)ont that matter, I not 
" only concurred with them, but it waa I who 
•* drew it up." 

This shows how he indulged himself in forma 
of expression that misled him. His letter to 
" the Judges** means, I suppose, that written to 
Richards; and he had- ao accnstomed hb mind 
to the attempt to make the Aitk$ of the Mia- 
iaten beur thie conatroctionv aa to deceive him- 



eelf . Tliat dncoment doea Bot aay a woid, 
lesa, proteat, against the '* admiarion ** of that 
evidence : it was not dealgned, and waa not bb- 
derstood by any, at the time, to have that beariiM, 
bat only to urge suggestions of caotion, in Sa 
nae and managment. Charity to him requires Bi 
to receive his declaration in the Diary aa aobjeet 
to the modificationa he himself connecta with it» 
and to mean no more than we find expreaaed in 
the letter to Richarda and in the Ad9kt. Bat, 
if he really had deluded himaelf into the idea 
tluU he had proteattd agalnat the a^aittstMi of 
spectral evidence, he luu not auooeedcdy prob- 
ably, in deluding any other persona than hie aoa 
Samuel, who repeated the language of the Diaiy, 
and oar Reviewer. 

The question, I finally repeat, b aa to the ad- 
mission of that speciea of evidence, afaflL in 
stage, in any form, to any extent 
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a fMMBi af ^pfOMMMMV Increaae Mather 
auEed that the "DeviTa aocasationa,'* which 
he conaidered apectral evidence really to be, 
" may be ao far regarded aa to caoae aa csqaiiy 
" into the trath of thinga.** These are tbe &cts 
of history, and not to be moved from their 
foundation in the public record of that day. 
There is no reason to doulit that all tbe Minit- 
ters, in the early stag^ of the delasion, ooacar- 
red in these views. All partook of tbe '* awe,** 
mentioned by Mather, which filled the mindB 
of Juries, Judgea, and the peo|>le, wbenerer 
thb kind of teatimonv waa introdaoed. No 
matter liow nor when, whether aa " presampCioa ** 
to build other evidence upon or aa a caaae for 
farther " enquiry," nothing could stand agalnat 
it'. Character, reason, common sense, were swept 
away. So long aa it waa aufFered to come ia, 
any how, or to lie credited at alt the horrid 
fanaticism and ita horrible conaequenoea oontia- 
ued. When it waa wholly ezdnded, the reign of 
terror and of death oeaeed. 

IX. 

OOTTOX MATREB AKD THE PEBLDfOVART KZAMIHA- 
TIONS. JOiDI PROCTOB. OBOROB BURROCOBIb 

^The spectral evidence waa admitted; and tbe 
examinations and trials went on. The qneatioa 
now arise^ what waa Cotton Mathei'a attltode 
towards them 7| Tbe scrutiny as to the meaning 
of Ilia words is exhausted ; a^ now we are to In- 
terpret his actiona. ^ey apeak louder and dear- 
er than words^ Let oa, in the first place, make 
the pniper diatinction lietween tbe Examinatioaa, 
OB the arreat of the prisoners and leading to 
their commitment, and the Triala. The fint 
Wananta were lasoed oa tbe twentj-aiBlh of 



putifs uT«ited were qnutenL, No lood ocennttHxt, in the biiUi7 ol 
broagtit licfure tUe Jiagislixlca Ihe uril dir. tlii« cuuDtry, erer ■nukciiM] nich ■ deep, aw»l>- 
A/reslsmnd CianiinitiuriMiccum-d. a( ilioit intvr- >|iiring. and nmuZLxl iiiUrat. It can haidly b» 
trIi, during llirfe iuim1b«. nlji'n Ibctir^l tiiul nua JuuUed llwt lie irai iltnicled totbon. Cui u* 
hud ; and lliiy weri-ci>mti>iii'[l. tmiii tint'' lu tmir. ullitr iDfertnce lie diann fruni the panage at- 
long aflcr, wliile llip SiR-oinl (.'..ui t was io ii(Kni- rendy qu"lnl. trum hi» Diarj-, iliat lie (ell called, 
tion. Tbig' weir, in toaejoipaM, niore tui|Mr^" ui a lictald uf Ibe Lurd'a Ringdum. doit ap- 
tant Hun the Tnal*. MHob) all tl»evi(teiieu^"|>niBcliin(r." to give pcnunal aiiciidaDGe, ia 
fimll.trtdduml litfort tlie Juiy, wastaki'o InrlbV "ilie liumiilr inclmbtnii'ntsimdiHiHH'aHuulirolw 

-'-= — JlR^»ti3t4'« ; and bfine uiwllf in tl» "forth «1 Sol.-ni Villnger Tlitte waaaUrgcMB- 

L-niiiimgiliuia.iHiriiaaiiupljr (yiiurw; uf Maj^iBlmli-n and Mini.t.ia, p»iiii iiUr ^y_ 

im t.i. Ifd-re Ihe Conrt- i>a the tw.uiv tuunh of March, Kbeo Deodat 

. aa no Cugiael wan nlloired tiie Prininei^ Lanwia ] 'reach ixl liie fimuiu SennoD, after the 

TrialnraicqdileiaDiinHrynlTatni llulchlrwin EiauiiiiBliua «f RiU-c-ca Nurw; on the eleventh 



»^fi^ulcJre(iillj'-«i 
ntonxtuoed, and - 
Ktbrr.ai 
neTriab' 



lU (liffiriilly vtaa cxin.Titnred ; and tbt 
aulli vrcrc quickly rpiiclii'tl, ia cri-ry rase but lliat 
of Beliecca Nurec. 

Tliece 'wo rtugea in the [Mooecdinga became 
confuundcd in tlie public nppn-hi'ii»i(iii, and hnve 
been Irarne down by trnditinn, indiscriiuinaicly, 
under the name uf Trialt. It iviis Ihe ■Dco-ssinn, 
•t brief inietrala. Ibrnugli a luug period, of tlirsc 
UiuniDHlliiiw, Ibut wroU;iht (be jiieal cicitemcnl 
tliruugb Ihe cuuulry ' ' 



of A|inl, «hrn till' Gjytrn.ir and Council tl 
sokes cundu>;le<l the biuiiiirinliuu of Jubn Proo- 
lor nnd ulbm : and. ud Uw ninlh of Mav wbeV- 
SttMiglitaB. fro* Uun^beater, and Bew^, (mtf 
Boalun, wt with tlie lucal MagiilrateB, and tbt 
tkTi-Geurge Potrough* wu brouj^ht b«f«n Umb; 
][ is Etran^c, indit'd, if Mslb<j' wia not pro-' 
eut. csjiti-ially on the last occasiuu; and it c^i^ 
a]i)M-ar. as we advance, Ibut it is almcMt due to 
:o sujipuse tbs: be waa there, a 



himonl ..--., , 

liral ; and wliich ii fii graiiliicilly discrilted by | ihui became qualiGt-d and authorized to pua the 
Cotton Mather, as a ''dreadful ferment." He i judgment he aiterwards did. 






Bay* be vus not pmiont at anv uf Ibe Trial*. Was 
he present at any of llie ExiimiDations ? lliecon* 
■idemtirrna tbdt lielung to ibe Bolulion of tliis 
qneUion are the folloving: 

Wlien Ibe special int<;rr(<t lie inust hnve taken 
in them is bruugbl to luiuU, from the tum of his 
prevalent tbougiiLi and spiicuUtion*, eiliibitcd in 
■II his wrilings, and from tlie projiensity he ever 
maniff^Ied to put biniMrlf in a potiiion tnoliservt 
•nd Btudy aucb things, it luoy be Eupifoged lie 
would not have foregone n[i|icirt unities like tbose 
prcscniErt in the scenca licfore ibe Jlugistmtes- 
Wbile all other people. Ministers especially, were 
Booking 10 Ihem, it if dilHi-ult to conclude ibal 
be hela back. That lie ntlcudcd aouie of tliem 
ia, perliap«, to be inferrtd from llie distinctive 
character of his Inngnagc tlial be never attended 
a Trial. The description given, in bis Lift «/ 
Fkifi$. of whHt <K«t eiliil>il(.-d and declnri-d by 
the " afflicted cliildren," at the Eiamiantions, ex- 
hibits a minuteness nnd vividness, seeming to 
have come fruin an eye 'tvitnias ; bat there is not a 
patticnlar word or sytlablc, I think, in tlic ac 
oonnt, from whicii an infcri'ncc. cither way. ciin 
be drawn wlictber, or nut, he was present at Ibtm, ' 
peraonally. Tliii ii oliservuUlc, I ri.'|>cat, ina-<- 
rnnch aa he wan careful to say that he was net 
present al Ihe Trial: 

The ExaminatioDS, being of a charnctir to ar- 
rert nnivcraal atlrnliou. and from ihe vxlniordin- 
■ry nature uf llieir incident^ as viewed by Ibat 

Eeration, having attractions, ail but irresistible, 
I not surprising that, as incidentally appeira, 
Uagistratea and Ministen come to tbem, f rwn all 



Local traiiiion, ..^ 

f(.r reasons given in oij liook, in rtference to Uik 
affair than luovt otbeis. but still of much wdgh^ 
has ideniiBed Cotton Matber wiih theie accnet. 
The family, uf wbicb John Proctor waa ihe bead, 
lias continued tu ibis day in the occupancy of bit 
lands. Alnaya respectable in tlieir social po^ 
tiun, they have per|ictualed his marked ttaiia Dt 
iuitllect nnd cbarudtr. Tbey have been atraog 
men. as tlie phrase is, in their day, of each gen- 
eniiiun; and have C(m?tantly cherished in hunor 
the memory of their noble progenitor. whobiaTe- 
ly breiisti-d, in dL-fence uf bii wife, the fierce faa> 
iiticisni uf bis age, and fell a victim to it* fwy 
nnd Ills own manly fidelity and inlegrity. Tbej 
have preserved, aa much as any family, a knowl- 
edge of Ibe great tragedy ; arid it has been a tis- 
dilloD among them that Cotton Mather took u 
active part in ibe proH-t.-ution uf Proctor. 1^ 
representative of the family, in our day, a mui 
of vigorous faculties, of IiIhtbI education, me^ 
demicul and li'gul, sod much iutcn«ted in anti- 
quarian aud genealogical enqniriea, John W. 
Proctor, presided at tlie Cenleuuial CelebraUoB, 
in I>anrer«,oDtbetifti-enthot June,lMa; and ia 
bis Address, exprcned. no doubt, a tranamitted 
si-nlimi'Ot — altliough, as lias genemlly been don^ 
confounding Ibe Eiaminaliuna witli Ibe Trials — ia 
sUling that Colton Malber rendered hinudf ooa- 
Bliicuous iu the proccHliiiga against bis aoceator. 

Cotton Mather was the leading cbampioa of 
the Judges. In bitfJ^aiy, bei<ays : ■■]»*,]■ 
■■mostollbe Jndgn, amoctchurminginstanwcC ■ 
I "prudence and patience; and I know the ema* *fl 
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** plaiy pnyer and tiiflriih of tool, wherewith 
** the J had sought the directi%xi ol heiiTCB, thow 
** muet other people; whom I generally nw ca- 
** chanted into a raginj^ railing; •candaloni and 
** nnreasooahle disposition, sa the distms in- 
**credtfed upon na. For this canse, tk^M^k I 
; ** t»uld ii#C «ll&w the prineipie9 thai «mi# ^ the 
«* Jtidgu had eepoueed, jet I could not liot speak 
«* houorsblj of their persons, on all oocasicins ; and* 
«• mycompasHon upon the sight of their difficnlt- 
*• ies, raised by mjr ymraey te 8aUm, the chief 
«' seat of those ^H>Ucal Tezationa, caused ase 
**yet more to do so.*" 

How, as he had not been present at any of the 
Trials, conld he have giren this commendation o' 
the bearing of the Joclsea, baaed, as he says, upon 
what he had witnessed in visits to Salem ? I can 
think of bat one way in which bis ^tatcanents can 
be recundled. Five of the eight Jodgea (Sal- 
tonstairs seat being racant) Stoogfatun, Sew- 
all, Oeda^, Corwin and Hathome, seTenlly, at 
different tiroes, sat as Magistrates, at the Exam- 
inations, which occasions were accompanied with 
Texations and perplexities, calling for prodcnce 
and patience, much more than the Trials. It Is 
doe, therefore, to Mather to suppose that he had 
freqaezted the Examinations, and, thosaoqatred 
a right to speak of the deportment of the Jodges, 
** upon the ti^ht of their difficulties.^ 

Much of the eridenoe gfxen by the ** afflicted 
** children,^ at the Examinations, can hardly be 
accounted for except as drawn from ideas sug- 
gested by Matlier, on the spot, so as to reach 
their ears, ^n the tcsHmony of Susannah ^d- 
don, against John Willard, on the ninth of May, 
: is the following singular statement : ** There ap- 
! ** peared to me a Shining White man.** She rep- 
j resents it as a good and friendly angel, or spirit, 
t acoom|)anied by another '* angel from Heaven,*^ 
; protecting her against the spectre of John WH- 

' Prefixed to the London Edition of the Caeet 
4tf ConMeieMctf printed in 1962, Is a namiti?e, 
by Deodat Lawson, of some remarkable things lie 
saw and heard, connected with the witchcraft 
transactions at Salem VilUge. In it, b the fol- 
lowing sUtement: *' The first of April, Mercy 
** Lewis saw in her fit, a white man, and wm 
'*with him in a glorious place, which had no 
*' candles nor sun, yet was full of li^t and 
** bri|^tness; where was a great multitude in 
*« white glittering robes ; and they sung the Song 
" in Bet4athn, t. 9, and the one hundred and 
*' tenth Ptelm, and the one hundred and forty- 
'* ninth P«alm; and said with herself, * How long 
««*sliallIsUyherer * Let me be along with you!* 
'* She was loth to leaTe the place ; and griered 
' ' that she could tarry no longer. Thia White man 
'^hathappearedsereral times to some of them. 
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bcfoin th^ had aaotber Ik, whkh w^ 

tiasca, a day, or day and Imli; or man or 

It hath faUen oat aeeoldh^^F.** 

la the case of Margacct Ralc^ hi Boston, tha 
>ear after the Salem Ddns^on, of which it is not In 
oe qnectioaed that Mather had the management, 
tbb same '* White ** Spirit b made to figure; and 
also, in another instance. Mather alludes to the 
** slorioos and signal ddlTerance of that poor 
** daoMel,** Mercy Short, six months before. In- 
" dccd,^ says he, '* Margaret*s case wa% in aer- 
*' eral points, lem remarkable than Mercy*s ; uid 
**in some other things the entertainment did 
*«alittle Tary."" Mari^iret, Merer, andthe '«af- 
**flicted children** at Salem Village, all had 
their •* White angel,** aa thus statedly Mather: 
**Not only in the Swedbh, but also ia the 
** Salem Witchcraft, the enchanted people hava 
** tolke<l much of a White Spirit, fran whence 
** they receired manrellous assistances in their 
*« miseries. What lately befell Mercy Short, 
V from the communications of such a Spirit, 
**hath been the just wonder of us all; but 
**by such a Spirit was Margaret Rule now 
** also risited. She saya that she could nercr 
** see hb face ; but that she had a frequent yiew 
**of h'S bright, shining and glorious gurmenta; 
** he stood by her l^l-side, continually, hearten- 
** ing and comforting her, and counselling her 
** to maintain her faith and hope in Ood, and 
** nerer comply with the temptations (^ her ad- 

*«yenaris.**— CslcT, S.& 

Thb appearance of the ** White and Shining,** 
Spirit, or ** White Jbigel,** exercising a good and 
irieodly influence, was entire'y out of the line 
of ordinary spectral .manifestations; constituted 
a mecialit^ in tlie cases mentioned ; and seema 
to haTe onginated in the same source. Let it, 
then, be considered that Cotton Mather*8 favor- 
ite precedent, which was urged upon Sir Wil- 
liam Pbips, an% which Mather brought to tha 
notice of Richards, and was so fond of citing in 
his writings, had a *' White Angel.** In hb ac- 
count of the ** most horrid outrage, committed 
^ in Sweedland by DeTib, by the help of witch- 
'* es,** we find the following : " Some of the chil- 
*' dren talked much of a White Angel, which 
^ did use to forbid them, what the Deril had 
'* bid them to do, and assure them that these 
** things would not laat long; but that what 
** had been done was permitt^ for the wicked- 
^ ness of t(ie people. Thb White Angel would 
** sometimes rescue the children, from going in 
^ with the witches.**— Weaden, 50. 

Mr. Hale also noUces'this feature of the Sa- 
lem Trials— that the witnceses swore to " repre* 
** sentationa of heaTenly beauty, white men.** 

Mather brought the story of this witchcraft ** in 
Sweedland,** hefore the public, in America ; ha 
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and given them notice how long it ahoold balhad the hook that contained it; andwaa actlTa 



ia trying it dfcaUtioB. There can be Iittle]«idiMhe,iaaMbwqMBl 

doubt that he was the chaaael throoffh which i Xr. Loagfcllow hae had ao 

it iband iU way to the ^rls ia the hamlet of . my disippoiatmentf to fiad that the lU fi a aw ^ 

Salem Yillage. He was, it ia erideat, iatiaiate ■ aotwithstaadiag hia pffomiaa to kt 10 kaow tha 

with Parria. How far the latter recciTcd hia! ** other parpoae** of M^tber^ Tiaita to flrii, 

ideaa from him, ia, a$ yet^ unknowa. Th it they j baa aot girca oa a liafle ay liable af imfm maf Iw 

were inTolred ia the aame fe»pontibility it clear 1 to that dfect, bat baa radaavowd to pafaa oC 

from the fact that Parris fell back ap«»o him for ' "' ' - -•^ •- .. - . • 

protectioa, and lelicd aptva him, as bis cbaoi-* 

pioBftbroogboat biscontroTeny with bis people, 

occasiooed by the witchcraft traasactioosw 

Wbea these consideratioos are Oaly weighed, 
10 cooaectioa with his laagaage ia the passage 
of bis Diary, just quoted — ^ I saw a aiost charm- 
**• ing iostaace of prudence and patience ** ia the 
Judges: **My compassioa upoa the sight of 
^ their difTicuUies.*^ ** raised 1^ my journeys to 
^ Salem, the chief seat of those diabolical Texa- 

*' tioos"* — ^it seems access irj to infer, that bis op- 1 This hardly accounts for *^}miiBeys to Salem,** d» 
portuoities of ueing all this, on the occasions of ring tkum months^ Salem was Dot exactly is 



upon the readers of the Nmrik 
ti<w, a pure fictioe of hia owa bfala, a mm% 
coajccture, aa batele« aa it ia abavd. Ha am 
that Mather made hia Tidta to Salc■^ m taa 
"* spiritual comforter'* of Joha Pkactor nd 
Joba WiUaid ! 

He further aaya, ia soppoit af this 
** that Proctor aad Wiilard had beea 
^ acYcral mootha ia the Bostoa Jail, and than^ 
**' doubtless, made Mr. Mather^ acqaaiataaeai ■• 
"* he waa aa habitual Tiaitor of the priaoa.** 




his ** journeys to Salcm,^ must have be«n afford 
ed by attending the Examinations, held by 
the 3Iagi8trates who were also Judges; aa it 
ia established* by his own STerment, that he 
nerer saw them on the Bench of the Court, 
at the Jur^-triaU. It is, therefore, rendered Ci r- 
tain, by bis own language and by all the facts 
belonging to the subject, that the purpose of bis 
** journeys to Salem '^ wa- to attend the Examina- 
tiona. We are, indeed, shut up to this conclu- 
noo. 

The Exandnalions were going on from the 
iliBt of 3Iarcb, far into the Summer of 1692. 
There is no intimation that either of the 3Iath- 
era uttered a syllable against the course puraued 
in tbem, before or after the middle of May, when 
the OoTemment passed into their almost exclu- 
aire possession. All the way through, spectral 
eridence was admitted, without restraint or a 
symptom of misgiTing, on their part; and, 
whether present or absent, they could not hut 
bare known all that was going on. 

Cotton Mather^s ^^ journey to Salem,^ must bare 
been frequent If only made two or three times, 
he would have said so, as he speaks of them in 
an apologetic pasauige and when trying to rep- 
resent his agency to haye been as little as the 
truth would allow. 

The RcTiewer statea that the journeys were 
made for another purpose. He states U posi- 
tively and absolutely. ^^ He made risits to Sa- 
'* lem, as we t^hall presently see, for qnite anoth- 
** er purpose than that which has b^n alleged.** 
This language surprised me, as it bad wiiolly 
escaped my researches; anl the surprise was 
accompanied with pleasure, for I supposed there 
must be some foundation for the declaration. 
I looked eagerly for the' disclosure about to be 
made, in some document, now, for the first time, 
to ba brought to light, fiom ** original aoorcea,'* 



Mr. Matber^s way from hia hoiiae ia Boatoft la 
the Jail ia Boston. 

As only a few days oTcr four moatkt elapaad 
between Procior*s beins pot into the Bottoa Jail 
and his execution, dedoctiag tha **aaTcnl 
'*moBihs'' he speat there, bat littla tiaM la- 
mained, after his transfer to the Sakm Jail, te 
Mather*s ** journeys to Salem," for the poipoaa 
of adminiaterin^ spiritual cooaolatioa to bim. 
So far as making hia ** acquaintaaoa,** whila ia 
Boston Jail is regarded, upon the aame ^voaad it 
might be affirm^ that he waa the nintnal ad> 
Tiser of the Prisoners generally; for asoat af 
those, who suffered, were ia Boston Jail aa loan 
as Proctor; aad he yisited them all alika^ 

The KeTiewer addooea aot a paiticla af aft- 
idence tft^proye his absolute statement, nor e?an 
to countenance the idea; bat,aa iahiacustoni,ha 
transforms a conjecture into an established fo^ 
On a bare surmise, he builds an aignment, aad 
trea s the whole, basis and auperstmetore^ aa 
History. To show, more particnlariy, how ha 
thus maie$ ETutoryy I muatfollowthia matter np 
a little lurtber. Brattle, ia hia AeeautU ^Ma 
WiUhera/t in the Cifunty of B-n^ 169M^ baa 
this paragraph, after suting that the penona 
executed ** went out of the world, not onhr 
**with as great protestationa, but alao with " 
** as great shows, of innooency, aa teen eoold 
(4 ^Q .fi ti They protested tueir innocenpy aa in 
** the presence of the great Ood, whom fortb- 
** with they were to appear before : thcj wiab* 

ed, and declared their wish, that th«r Uood 
'* might be the last innocent blood abad 
'*upon that account With great affettien, 
**they entreated Mr. C. IC to pnj witk 
**them: they prayed that Ood would <fi^ 
**coTer what witchcrafta were among oa: thay 

**foigaTe their accusers: they qiaka witbont 

**reitoction on Juiy and Jadgii^ for >«^if»f 



t« 



** them in guilt J and condemning tbem: [tliej 
^ prayed earnestlT for pardon for all ^tker tina. 
**• and' for an interest in the precious blood of 
**our dear Redeemer:] and seemed to be Tery 
** sincere, upright, and sensible of their circvm- 
** stances on all accounts; especially Proctor 
**and Willanl, whose whole mnnagemcnt of 
** themselves, from the Jail to the Gallows, [and 
^whilst at the Gallows,] was rery affecting 
**'and melting to the hearts of some considcra- 
** ble spectators, whom I could mention to yon : 
^ — [but tbcT are executed and so I leare 
^*thcm.]^^S[a*9achusett» Historifal CoUettiMU, 
L T. 68. 

The Reriewer cites this paragraph, omitting 
the clauses I hare placed within brackets, with- 
ifut any indictiiion of the cmiuioM, The first 
of the omitted clauses is a dying declaration of 
the innocence of the sufferers, as to the crime 
alleged. The second proves that they ^ man- 
^a^d themselves*" afer, as well as before, 
reaching the Gallows, and to their dying mo- 
ment — ^seeming to preclude the idea that their 
exercises uf prayer and preparation were direct- 
ed or guided by any spiritual adviser. The 
last is an emphatic and natural expression of 
Brattle's feelings and judgment on the occasion. 
The Reviewer follows his citation, thus: 
'* Mr. Brattle mentions no other person than Mr. 
^' C. M. as the c«>nifoner and friend of the snf>- 
** ferers, especially Proctor and Willard." •• In 
^ the alM)ve stslement we trace the character of 
** their spiritual counsellor." ** We now see the 
^object of Mr. Mather's visits to Salem.** 
'* Would these persons have asked Mr. Mather 
** to ))e be thefr spiritu:d comforter, if he hnd 
** been tlie agent, as has l)een alleged, of bring- 
** ing them into their sad condition ?** 

In other forms of language and other con- 
nections, he speaks of Mr. Mather*s presence, 
at these executions, as ** the performance of a 
** sad duty to Proctor and Willard,** and rep- 
resents Brattle as calling him **the spiritual 
^ adviser of the persons condemned.** All this 
he asserts as proved and admitted fact; and 
the wlible rests upon the foregoing mutilmUd 
paragraph of Brattle. 

Let the reader thoroughly examine and con- 
sider that paragraph, xnd then judge of this 
Reviewer's c>aim t> establish Historv. The 
word ** affection,** was used much at that time 
to signify enmett de$ire. •' Tliey" — that Is, the 
persons then about to die, namely, the Rev. 
George Burroughs, an humble, laborious, de- 
Toted Minister of the Gospel; John Proctor, the 



tained, as he walked, bj two stalls or cmtchcs ; 
and Martha Carrier, the wife of a farmer in Ab- 
dover, with a family of children, some of tbem 
quite young — ^*' entreated Mr. C. M. to pray with 
**them.** Why did they have to ** entreat** 
him. if be had come all the way from Boston 
for that purpose ? Thry all had Ministers near 
at hand — Carrier h id two Ministers, nther or 
lioth of whom would have been prompt to come, 
if persons suffering for the imputed crime of 
witclicraft had been allowed to have the at- 
tendance of ''spiritual comforters,** at their ex- 
ecntiona. If Mather had prayed with them. 
Brattle would have said so. His language is 
equivalent to a statement, that ** Mr. C. IL** was 
reluctant, if he did not iibsolutely refuse to do 
it ; and the only legitimate inferences from the 
wbcle passage are, that the sufferers did their own 
praying, — from Brattle*s account of their dy- 
ing prayers, they did it well — and that witboat 
''spiritual comforter^** ••adviser," or •'friend," 
in the last dread hour, they were left to the 
•* management of themselves." 

When the paragraph is taken in connection 
with the relations of Bra tie to 3Uther, not 
approving of his course in public affairs, but, 
at the same time, delicately situated, being asso- 
ciated with him in important public interests 
and leading circles, the conclusion >cems prob- 
able that he meant, in an indirect mode of ex- 
pression, to notice the fact that Mather refused 
to pray with the sufferers on the occasion. In 
fact, we know that Nicholas Noyes, who was 
Proctor's Minister, refused to pray with him, 
unless be would confess. Mather and Noyes 
were intimately unite I by personal and profes- 
sional ties of friendship and communion, and 
probably would not run counter to each other, 
at such a time, and in the presence of such a 
multitude of Ministers and people. 

It is to be regarded exclusively as illustrating 
the shocking character of the whole procedure 
of the witchcraft prosecutions, and not as a 
personally harsh or cruel thing, that Noyes or 
Mather was unwilling to pray with persons, at 
their public executions, who stood convicted of 
being confederates of the Devil, and who, re- 
fusing to confess, retained that character to the 
last Ministers, like them, believing that the 
conricts were malefactors of a far different and 
deeper dye than ordinary human crime could 
im|)art, rebels against God, apostates from 
Christ, sons of Belial, recruits of the DeviKs 
army, sworn in allegiance to his Kingdom, bap- 
tized into his church, l>eyond the reach of hope 



owner of valuable farms and head of a large I and prayer, could hardly be expected to pray 
family; John WilUrd, a young married man of mik them. To jmn tbem in prayer was impossi- 



most respectable connections; George Jacobs, 
an eariy settler, land-bolder, knd a grandfather, 
of great age, with ilowing white locks, 



ble. To go through the forms of united prayer 
would have been incongmous with the occasion, 
and Dot more inconsisleBt with the oonTicUons 



of the Hiiiisteii, than repogiumt to the 
■cioufl ionocence and natural sensibilitict of 
the BaflfereriL Condemned, anconfeseing, tmre- 
pentant witches might be prayed /or, or ai, bat 
not with. 

The superior greatness of mind of Borroogbs 
and his fellow sufferers, the true spirit of Chris- 
tian forgiveness elevating them above a sense 
of the errors and wrongs of which they were 
the victims, are beautifully and gloriously shown 
in their earnestly wishing and entreating Noyea 
and Mather to pray with them. Thev pitied 
theiif delusion, and were desirous, in that last 
hour, to regard them and all others as their breth- 
ren, and ^w with them liefore the Father of 
alL The request they made of Christian Min- 
isters, who, at the moment, regarded them as in 
lea^e with the Devil, might not be exactly 
logical; a faiilure to comply with it is not a just 
matter of reproach ; but the fact that it was re- 
peated with earnestness, ** entreated with affec- 
** tion,^ shows that the last pulsations of their 
hearts were quickened by a holy and heavenly 
Love. 

The Reviewer asks: "Were those five per- 
** sons executed that day without any spiritual 
** adviser r^ There is no evidence, I think, to 
show that a Minister ever accompanied, in that 
character, persons convicted of witchcraft, at 
the place of execution. All that can be gath- 
ered from Brattices account is, that, on the occa- 
sion to which he is referring, the sufferers ikem- 
§el9e$ offered public prayers. We know that 
Martha Corey, at a subsequent execution, pro- 
nounced a prayer that made a deep impression 
on the assembled multitude. Mr. Burrougha^s 
prayer is particularly spoken of. So, also, in 
£ogland, when the Reverend Mr. Lewis, an 
Episcopal clergyman, eighty years of age. and 
who, for fifty years, had been Vicar of Bran- 
deston, in the County of Suffolk, was executed 
for allege^l witchcraft, the venerable man read 
his own funeral service, according to the forms 
of his Church, ^ committing his own body to 
'* the ground, in sure and certain hope of the 
** resurrection to eternal life." 

This whole story of the spiritual relation be- 
tween Mather and Proctor is a bare fie ion, en- 
tirely in conflict with all tradition and all prol>- 
ability, without a shadow of support in any 
document adduced by the Reviewer; and yet he 
would have it received as an established fact, 
and incorporated, as such, in history. Liber- 
ties, like this, cannot lie allowed. 

Se wall's Diary, at the date of the nineteenth 
of August, 1693, has this cutry: " This day 
" OeoryiTC Burroughs John Willard, John Proc- 
/ ** tor, Marther Carrier, and George Jacobs were 
** executed at Salem, a very great number of 
^ tpeetatofs being present Mr. Cotton Mather 



** waa there, Hr. Sims, Hale, Noyea, Chaefv, «le. 
*^ All of them said they were innocent, Cuikr 
*'and alL Mr. Mather says they all died by a 
''righteous a ntence. Mr. Borrooch, bj Ui 
^ Speech, Prayer, protestation of his innooenci^ 
^'did much move unthinking persona, iriiM 
** occasioned the speaking hardly conoendng hit 
*• being executed.*^ 

It is quite remarkable that Cotton Xadier 
should have gone directly home to Bo^on, aftw 
the execution, and made himself noticeable hj 
proclaiming such a harsh sentiment against all 
tlie sufferers, if he had Just been performing 
friendly offices to them, as ''spiritual adviser, 
** counsellor, and comforter.** Clergymen, called 
to aoch melancholy and affecting fhnctiona, do 
not uaually emerge from them in the frame of 
mind exhibited in the language ascribed to 
Mather, by Sewall. It shows, at any rate, that 
Matlier felt sure that Proctor went oat of the 
world, an unrepenting, unconfessing wiiard, 
and, therefore, not a fit subject for a CliriatiaB 
Minister to unite with in prayer. 

One other remark, by the way. The aoeomit 
Sewall givea of the impression made by Biir> 
roughs, on the spectators, now first brongfat to 
light, in print, is singulariy confirmatory ef 
wliat Calef says on the subject 

3Iy chief purpose, however, in citing this pas- 
sage from SewalFs Diary, is this. Mather waa 
not present at the Trial of Burroughs. If he 
was not present at his Exnmination licfore the 
Magistrates, how could he have spoken, as he 
did, of the righteousness of his sentence f . Thoe 
had been no Report or publication, in any way,.. 
of the evidence; and he could only have recciT- 
ed a competent knowledge of it uom personal 

Sresence, on one or the other of those occasiona. 
[e could not have Ix^n justified in so eonfident 
and absolute a judgment, by mere hearsay. If 
that had been the source of his information, he 
would have modified his language accordingly. 
There is one other item to Ite considered, m 
treating the question of Slather^s c«>miection 
with the Examinations of the Prisot«er!«i before 
the Magistrates. \ 

When Pnictor was awaiting his trial, during 
tlie short period, previous to that event, tliat he 
was in the Salem Jail, he had a^ldmsed a letter 
to '*Mr. Mather, Mr. Alhn, Mr. Mood v,. Mr. 
''Wiliard and Mr. Baily.* all Minintera, Eg- 
ging them to intercede, in 1j« half of himself ai^ 
fellow-prisoners, to secure to them better treat- 
ment, es|)ecially a fairer trial than they could 
have in Salem, where such a violent excitement 
had l)ern wrought up against them. F^om the 
chnrectcr of the letter, it is evident that it was 
addressed to them in the hope and belief that 
they were accessible to audi an appeal. Bat 
one of the Mathers is named. TIm^ 



ciateXimttenofthe Miiie Chiircb. Althougli 
the father wm Presidcot of the College at Cam- 
bridge, he resided in Boston, and was in the 
active exercise of his ministry there. The ques- 
tion is, Which of them is meant f Li my book, I 
expressed the opinion that it was Increase, the 
father. The Rerieirer says it was Cotton, the 
son. It is a fiiir qat'stion'; and erery perM» can 
form a jadfrment npon it The other persons 
named, compri^ng the rent of the Ministers I connection with the Trials at Salem. It is fully 



them, in language that seems to identify himadf 
with them, and to proTe that he could not hmf 
been opposed to the methods used in then. - 



COTTOir aCATHKB AKD THX WITCHCBAFT TBI- 

ALSL THS Bxxcunoiia. 
I now proceed to examine Cotton Mather*s 



then connected with the Boston Churches, are 
seTerallj, more or less, indicated by what has 
come to us, as not having gone to extremes, in 
support of the witchcraft prosecutions. 

Increase Mather was commonly regarded, up- 
on whstever grounds, as not going so far as his 
son, in that direction. The name, ** Mr. Math- 
** er,^ heads the list. From his standing, as 
presiding over the College and the Clergy, it was 
proper to give him this position. His age and 
seniority of settlement, also entitled him to it. 
Usage, and all gener tl considerations of propri- 
ety, require us to assume that hy '' Mr. Mather,** 
the elde'' is meant Cotton Mather, being the 
youngest of the Boston 3Iini^ters, would not be 
likely to be the first named, in such a list. 
Besides, he was considered, as he himself 
complains, as the ^ doer of all the hard things, 
**tbat were done, in the prosecution of the 
♦•witchcraft." Whoever concludes that In- 
crease Mather was the person, in Proctor's mind, 
will appreciate the fact that Cotton Mathei is 
omi'ted in the list It proves that Proctor con- 
sidered him beyond the reach ot all appeals, in 
behalf of accused persons; and tends to confirm 
the tradition, in the family, that his course to- 
wards Proctor, when under examination, either 
l)efore the Magistrates or in Court, had ir.dicat- 
ed a fixed and altsolute prejudice «»r conviction 
against him. This Letter of Pn>ctor*8, printeii! 
in my book, [f7. SlOA utterly disperses tlie vis- j 
ionary fabric of the Reviewer's fancy, that Cot- , 
ton Mtther was his ** spiritual adviser," coun- ' 
selling him in frequent visits to the Salem Jail. | 
It d'uounces, in unreserved langr.age. ** the ! 

•* Magistrates, Ministers, Juries,** as under the'** •such matters come l>efore civil judicatures*; 
** delusion of the Devil, which we can term no j **and that some of tlic most eminent Ministers of 
••other, by reason we know, in our own con- 1 ••the land, who were not at that meeting, are of 
••sciences, we are all innocent persons;** and is ; "the same judgment, I am assured. And I am 
coache<l in a bold, outspoken and trenchant ! ••al^^ sure that, in cases of this nature, the Priest's 
style, that would have shocked and incensed ; •* lips should keep knowle<lge, and they should 
Cotton Mather to the highe<;t possible degree, ••seek the law at his mouth. MaL £. 7.** 
It is absolutely certain, that if Cotton Mather What was mi:ant by the quotation from Mal- 
bad been Proctor's •• Iriend and counsellor,** a achi is left to conjecture. It looks like the no- 



admitted that he did not periK>nallT attend any 
of them. His averment to this efllect does not 
allow the supposition that be could have d^ 
ceived himself, on such a point. In hia letter 
to Richards, as has been seen, he expressed hia 
great disappointment in not l<eing well enough 
to accompany him to the first Sssion of the 
S|)ecial Court; and the tenor of the passags 
pnives that he had fully ex|iected and designed 
to be present, at the trials, generally. Whethar 
the same bodily indisposition continued to for- 
bid his attendance at its successive a^ionm- 
ments, we cannot obtain information. 

The first point of* connection I can find be- 
tween him and the tiials, is brought to view in 
a meeting of certain Ministeri>, after cxecutiona 
had taken place, and while trials were pending. 

Increase 3Iather, in his Caf«t of CotttdsMe^ 
has the following : •• As lor the judgment of the 
•• Elders in New Engl nd, so far as I can learn, 
•• they do generally concur with Mr. Perkins and 
•• Mr. Bernard. This I know, that, at a meei- 
^ing of 3Iinisters at Cambridge, August 1, 
•• 1692, where were present seven Elders, beddet 
•• the President of the College, the que^on 
••then discoursed on, was, whether the Devil 
•• may not sometimes have a permission to rep- 
•• resent an innocent person, as tormenting such 
••as are under diabolical molestations? The 
••answer, which they all concurred in, was in 
•• these word^, viz. * That the Devil may somo- 
•• • times have a permission to represent an inno- 
•• * cent person as tormenting such as are under 
•• • dial>olical molestations; but that such things 
•• * are rare and extraordinary, especially when' 



more prudent and cautious tone and style would 
have been given to the whole document 

In concluding the considerations that render 
it probable that Cott«>n Mather had much to do 
with the Examinations, it may be said, in gen- 
eral, that he Tindicatci the cowie taken at 



M^\ 



tion I have supposed Cotton Mather to hare, 
more or less, cherished, at different times — to 
have such cases committed to the confidential 
custody and management of one or more Minis- 
ters. Whether Cotton Mather, as well m hia 
father, waa at this meeting, la not stated. The 
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•zpmdniM " Tare utd extruvdiBuy " aBd 
*■ •ometimci bare a pennlwioa,'' ani) the Kcncr- 
alttjleofihe language, are like bii. At any 
rate, in referring to tbe iiK«lili|C, in hil Wndert 
ttftlitlntitn>U World, be ipeaka of tbe Mlnia- 
tet* present " ai Tery piooi and learned ; '' tay* 
that they uttered the prerailinf; acnie of oilier* 
"eminently chuiIodi and Jndicioo*;" and de- 
clarei that tbey " have both argnment and hia- 
■* toiT to couclenaiKe them in it," 

It ij to be noticed, tliat tbi( opinion of tbe 
Hinliten, ^Ten on the Snt .of Anfrt>at, if it did 
not authonze tbe admiiuon, withoot reaerre or 
limitation, of ipectral ciridence. In jodicial pro- 
eeedinga, raducea tbe ol>icetiaB to it lo an al- 
most inappreciable point. 

Obaerve tbe date. Already rix W0BtMi,bMdt 
of familiea, many of them M reapeetable poai- 
tioDi in society, all in adranced life, one or t« o 
qaite a^tl. and In-o, at leaat, of tbe moat emin- 
ent Christian cliaracter, had safTiTed destb. 
Kholly ffffm ftl?*^*"' -r* ''-"". that is, no other 
testimony was brought sgainat tbem, as all ad- 
mit, tbat could, eren then, hare c^Ticted 
tbem. TivelTB days bad elapaed tince flre of 
tbem had leen executed; in fbnr mon days, 
■ix others irere tn be broDgbt to trial, among 
them the Rer. George Burrougha; and the Uin- 
iaters pass • To:e, under the lead of Increase 
Mather, and iritb the express approTal of Cot- 
ton Uather, that there is very little danger of 
innocent people suffering, in jodidal pruceed- 
ioga, from spectral evidence. 

Let as hear no more that the Clenry of New 
- England arcepted the doctrines of thnee writers 
who had " declared against the silmission of 
"apeclml testimoD- ;" that "tlie Uigistrales re- 
"jected those dotrines;** that •* all the eriis 
"at Salem, grew out of the pnailidn taken lir 
" the 3Iigislrat<« ; " and tbat " it had been well 
"with tlietwenly Tiitini* at Salem, if tbe Uiu- 
" iltars of the Colony, instead of tite Lawyers, 
"bad determinnl their fate." 

The Clergy of New England did, indeed, en- 
tertain great TT^ard for (he authority of certain 
writers, who T ..-re cnnsidered us, more or leea, 
discrediting i[.jetral eridence. The Malheis 
professed lo concur wilh them in that judgment ; 
tint the ground taken at the meeting on the 
first of Augual, as sboTC staled, was, it must be 
■lloweil, inconsistent with it. Tlie pHKFsgrs I 
have given, and shHll givi', from the writinga of . 
Cotton Mather, will illustrate the elalionle in- 
genuity be displayed in trying lo reconcile a 
respect for the said writeM with the admiasion 
of that specie* of eridence, to ao extent tbe; 
vera contidered as diMllowing. 

I an inddited to George IL Uoor«, LL.D., of 
New Tork city, for Ibe tallvwlng imputant doc- 
unenL ieim Faater wai^ at ita dat^ » member 



of tba Condi. HoMtaMO, who w 
son, spiakaof b\tn\HM»rjf,iL fi]aa 
" of Bwtoauf Ihc flrit rank," " who bad • givt 
" ihire in the nuui'-gcnMnt of afhln hm IM 
'>t<i16fi2." In tbe latter year, be waa nked I* 
tbe Cnnncil Boaid. being namrd a* pmIi ta Ihi 
new Charter; and hrld hi* scat, by aannal <la» 
tiona, 10 the c1f<sr of hi* Itfe, In 1710. Ha ■•*■* 
lo liaTe belonged to the Chnrcfa of Ibe KalksiL 
as the father and son earh prtadied aad pcfatH 
a Sinnon on the oceaidoa of bit daelk. 
Autoffrapk Lttttr a/CanaK Hamx, «* mM- 
rraji. pmnttd t» tit LUrrart aadBtiltritl 
Seeietf, iy O* BenaraK* tAi^-juMot iKW- 

"9: 

"Ton would knov whriber I Mm ralifa aj 
"ofiinlnn about y* horrible TTilcbanfl* anoag 
" n>, and I acknowledge that I do- 

" I dr> still Think Tbat whea there It m fw- 
"therETiderk^sgalivt a person trat osdy lUi, 
"lliat a Spectre in Ibeir shape doci affiet a 
" neighhrnr, that Gvidence 1* not enoegh to eoa- 
■' Tict y • • of Wirrheraft. 

"That the PiTila hare a nalnral poinr w* 
" makes them rapable of exhibiting what ihap* | 
"ther ])lpBte I suppoae nobody doDbCi^ and I' 
"bate nn absolute promiaeof Oodthattb^ Aall 
' ' not exhibK atix*. 

"It is the opinion generally of all p i eto t aM 
" nriten that y* Direl may tbnt those y* tnnootw^ 
"yes, tit y* confmHon of aome |wpidi e«ea.' 
" And If Honorable Jndgr* ate so eminent for 
'■ Ihi-ir Justice, Wiadnm. & GoodiK)* thai what- 
"ererthfiroitn parHcular fense may l*ee,yett 
■■they will not pmrer-d ctpitally agalnrt anj. 
"upon a iTinciiilecontiatcd with gn-al e<M«o~ 
"J* other wde in J' Lpamed and Gndly wnrid. 

" NnrrtltfJfu, a rtry ffrmt «*« t« l« Im matt 
" of y Sprftrat mjireuiimt tifntt yt mjTWvra. 
" fhry Juilly Mr/dutt. and JMtrmtite, m* Em- 
" qviry into y* tirevtnttnnf of tj* fert* 
" tuifJ; and thry ttrimgthnt Btkfr ftreimmpttama. 

" Wien K> m'ltli tiM M fund* af tti*** nlmf», 
" Ihrliaty vt fnrit''^ y* Ortat Qoi ititmi* 
" V" '• """f*. And accordingly vo«f see that y* 
" Ei'ccllent JiidpMi liare had such an Encoarag- 
" ing pnwnre of Oi>d with Ibrtn, aa that ararFe 
"any, if at all any. hare hem Tried heforethcm, 
" B^inct whom G<>d has not alrangrii Bent in 
"other, A more Humane ft mnetcnavlDdiwTM- 
*' timoniea. 

" If any penonc hare been 
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** of Out wbole TrowctloB to gin thai penon a 
"Rcpiims. 

*' It would umIn all mattn* cader if at Icait 
" Bail wm taken for people Accused rnl7 bj )* 
" ioTUible t4ini>enloi« of j* pour mfferen and not 
" Blemiihed bj toy furtbcr Groanda of *ii>pi- 
" don againat them. 

" 1^ odd Effect* produced npon tbctnlTeren 
" b^ J* look or toudi of the acciued are lliingi 
"where>D }" Divela majr a* macb Impoiw u)ion 
" aome llaruilen people aa bj tlie RcpreifnUcOn 
" of their ihiipea. 

'■ Jly noti.Ki of thcM mnner* fa tbh. A Soo- 
" pected and anlairfnl cum'nnioD with a FoinU- 
"lar Spirit, ia the Thin^ enqnired after. Tlw 
"communloDOD ibejOiraTipart may bee [iruv- 
" ed, while, for onghl 1 can aaj, Tbe man maj 
"bee Innocent; tlie Dire) may impudi-ntl.v I>n- 
"pose hia com'nDioD upon aonietli it care ntH fit 
"hiaooiDpanT- Bot if tltecoiu'uninn on )-• inim'a 
"pan bee prored, then the BasEnna ia done. 

" I am nupiciooa Lnt y Dircl may at aooN 
"tinworotlier, aerTe naa trick I>t hia con ' 
" for a long while in rate way of Deling. 
" may find the DiTel uiing one coulant conra 
" Nineteen MTerat Actiooa, and jett liee bee 
" bard fiir Di at laM. if wee tlicnce make a Rw^ , 
" to form an InfalliMe Jadiiement of a Twentieth. \ 
"It iaD* tingularHsppineHThat nee are bliai^ 
" with Judges who arc Aware of tliii D*ngiT. 

"For my own part if the duly Oud shunid 
" permitt mch a Terrible calamity to tietnl my- 
"aelf as that a Spectre in my Shape iliuuld nu 
" mnleatmjncii^hlioarhood, as that they can have 
" DO quieiv alrhu' iliere should be no other Evi- 
■- dence agiinat ini^ I should very palUully saU 
"mit atitri ■ Judgement of Traaiportnlioit, and 
" all reaaunaUe men would count o* judges ta 
" Act, as Ihey ar? lilie y« PatbeTS of y j>ublic 
"ia snch a Judgment. Wiiat if suHi a Tiling 
•' shonld be ordered tor Ihiae whuw Guilt is. 
"more Dubious, and unc rtaio, whose presence 
"y* perpelDit&i y* ni^-riea of o" salli.'rersj 
" They would cleanse y Lind of ^Vltcl>clllft^ 
"and yen also prereot y* shedding of Inmiceni 
" Blood, wheretof some are ni ajiprehi-nuTe of 
•' Hazard. If o" Jndi.'«< want any Giiod B-ittom, 
"to act Dfui opon, Tnu know, that besidi^ v 
" nsuiil power of Gureni-, to Rvlsr many Juilg 



" Too see y* Ineoherency of my Thunghta 
" but I hope, yon will alsii tome ReasonablenOiS 
" in those TliODghts. 

" In the year 104.1, a Vast Xatnber of persons 
"in y county of Saffvlh were apprehended, an 
"Guilty of Witchcraft ; whereof, some con- 
" feaaed. The parlament granted a special com- 
"'laaiaiof CV' <* I^"**""* f M >" IVial of tboac 



"Witdiea; la w^ com'iirioa, there were a &- 
"Ufloi DtTioe or two, M* nrUleugk parties- 
" larly tnaeited. That Eccellent man did preaek 
" two Bemon to y' Court, Ix-rore hi> Snt sitting 
" on y* Bench : Wherein having Brat proved tba 
" Ein-trnce of Witchi*, bee afterwards showed 
*' y* Evil of Endeavouring y* Conviction of any 
" D[>uB Defective Evidence. The Sermim had 
" the EITect that none were Condeuincl, who 
"could l>i« raved «''*■' an Eipirea Breach of 
" y Law ; & then Ibo' 'twas poasililesome Ouil^ 
" (lid Esca|>e. yett the troulje* of (hose platta, 
" were, I ifaiDK Eiticguirbed. 

"(f case Is Eitraoidlnaiy, And so, yon and 
"othera will pardon y* Ertrsordinary Lilisrty I 
" take to address Tun on this occasioD. Bat af* 
"ler all, I Entreat yuo, that whatever yoa do, 
"yon Slrett^thea y* Hands of o* Honouiable 
'' Judges in y* Great work before y". They are 
" {icnuns, for whom no man living has a gnaUt 
" vcDermUon, than 

" Tour SevTant 

"C. MATUa. 
" For the I1<Mioarable Joroi Foersa, Eaq." 

This letter most lie considered, I think, aa set- 
tling the question. It whs written two day* be- 
fore tlie eierulion of Bumin;;!!*, Pnictor, and 
others. It entirely di'iHwii of the aawrtiuna of '> 
the Reviewer, that lluther "df-nonncvd" tba 
" adminioD" of s]N.i.-trsl testimony, and demon- i 
stntea the trulli of tlio poaitiona, taken in thia ' 
artiele. that he authorized fully ita admisdon, aa 
sfTiirding occiision uf cnqairy and matter of pra- 
Kumption, sufficient, if reinforced by other avi-* 
deuce, to justify conviction. The scniencea I 
have iteticiaed leave no further room for ditctia- 
sion. The language in which the Judges and 
their conduct of the Trials are «iioken of, coold 
not have been stronger. The rpfrrence to the 
ciurie taken in EoHlind, in 16-iS. sheds light 
S]Hm the cu}!gffiIions 1 linve made, aa to Matb- 
ei'a notion, that one or more Ministers — ''ah- 
" ronus Divine or two," — ought to have been con- 
nected, " by authority," wilh the Court of Oyer 
and Terminer, in the managtMocnt of the rniri 
The idea thrown out, a* to Transportation, eould 
hanlly. It would wem. but have Ix-en apimrent to 
a reflecting ticrson, aa utterly tiiipracticahle. Ko 
convicta or imrtics under indictment or arreat 
for the crinte of witchcraft, could have been 
shipped off to any other part of the Britiah do- 
miniims. A vrsseL witb iieRons on hoard, with 
anch a atainii uihhi th-m, would have liecn every- 
where repelled wiih aa much vebrmence and 
[Knic. aa if frei;;li1'-<l wilh the yellow fever, SDUll- 

K>i. or plii-.rirj If the unhati|)y cn-aturta sba 
ire lieneHihhi'rliniehes,KhoDl(lhavel>een landed 
in any other part of the then called Chriatian or 
cifiliied world, aligmatliad with tho cbarga ot 
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witchcrtfti th^ woqld iMte net with the baiter 
or the fiigol ; and icaredj hare fared better, if 
cant upon aDj itTai^ abore. 

We hare aeoi how oor Reriewer makti^ let 
us now see liow he vam^lva, bistorj. 

Robert Calef, in bis book * ntitle<1 Jfore Wm- 
den of the TntUiMe WarU, Part Y., under the 
bead of ^ An impartial account of tbie most 
" memornble matters of fact, touching the snp- 
"* posed Witchcraft in New Enfrland;' [p, 103,] 
aajsy'^^Mr. Barron jrba waa carried in a cart, 
** with the others, tbronirb the streets of Salem 
'* to execution. When be was upon the ladder, 
^ be made a speech for the clearing of hU inno- 
^ cency, with such solemn and serious ezpres- 
'* sions, as wei« to the admiration or all present ; 
^ his prajer (which he concluded by repeating 
'*the Lord^s prayer) was to well worded, and 
. ** uttered with sue i composedness, and such (at 
• ** least seeming) fervency of spirit.as was rery 
^ affecting, and drew tears from many, so that 
^ it seemed to some that the spectators would 
^ binder the execution. The accusers said the 
'* black man stood and dictated to him. As 
^* soon as he was turned off, Mr. Cotton blather. 
** being mounted upon a horse, addressed himself 
** to tlie people, partly to declare that he (Bur- 
** roughs) was no ordained Minister, and partly 
^to poftsess the people of his guilt, faying that 
''the Devil has often lieen transformed into an 
'' Angel of Light; and this somewhat appeased 
'* the people ; and tlie executions went on^ 
** Wlien be was cut down, he was dragged by 
** the baiter to a hole, or grave, between the 
** rocks, al)out two feet deep, his shirt and 
'* breeches l>eing pulled off, and an old pair of 
** trowsers of one executed, pnt on his lower 
^* parts ; he was so put in, together with Will* 
*^ ard and Carrier, that one of his hands and his 
** chin, and a foot of one of them, were left un- 
** covered." 

The Reviewer undertakes to^Fct aside this 
statement ; to erase it altogetlier from the record ; 
and to throw it from the lielief and memory of 
mankind. But this cannot be done, but by an 
arbitrary process, that would wipe out all the 
facts of all history, and Irave the whole Past an 
utter hlnnk. If any record has passed the final 
ordeal, this has. It i< lieyond the reach of de- 
nial ; and no ]K>\ver on earth can start the solid 
foundation on which it stands. It conMsts of 
distinct, plainly stated, averments, which, as a 
whole.orseverally, if not true, and known to be 
true, might have been denied, or questioned, at 
the time. Not disputed, nor controverted, then, 
it never can 1^. If not true to the letter, «o far 
as Cotton Mather is concerned, hundreds, n*<y 
thousands, were at hand, who would have con- 
tradicted it Certificates without number, like 
that of John Goodwin, would hmw htetk pro- 



cured to iDTalidate it ConsittiBg of wp t Mu ^ 
tiona, in detail^ if there had been hi ft tkeod- 
nutest item that could hava admitted emtn- 
di tion, it would hare been leiied iipflii« and 
used with the utmost cat^eracsa to brvsk the 
force of the statement. It was printed at Loa- 
don. in 1700, in a Tolume accreriited there, and 
immediately put into circulation here, twenty- 
eight years before the death of Mather. He hM 
a copy of it now in possession of the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society, and wrote on the 
inside of the front cover, *^My desire fa, ihat 
'* mine adversary had written a book,** etc. Hit 
father, the President of Harvard Unireraity, had 
a copy; for the book waa burned in the College- 
square. Everything contrilmted to call imiTer- 
aal attention to it Its author waa known, 
avowed, and his name printed on the title page; 
he lived in the aame town with Mather; uid 
was in all respects a rcepona-ble man. 

No attempt was made, at the time, nor at any 
time, until now, to overthrow the statement or 
disprove any of its apecificationa. 

Let us S(*e how the Reviewer undertaken to 
controvert it As to Matber^s being on hone- 
back, the argument seems to be, that it waa 
customary, then, for people to travel in that way ! 

The harangue to the people to prevnil upon 
them to pay no heed to the compoeed, de- 
vout, and forgiving deportment of the aufihr- 
era, because the Devil often appeared ae an 
Angel of Light, sounded strangely fh>m <me who 
had attended the prisoners as 'their ''spirit- 
*' ual comforter and friend.** It waa a queer 
conclusion of his services (if conaolation and 
pastoral offices, to proclaim to the crowd, that 
the truly Christian expressiona of the peraona in 
his charge were all a diabolical sham. One 
wouUl have thought, if he accompanied them 
in the capacity alleged, be would have dis- 
mounted before ascending the hill, and tenderiy 
waited upon them, side by side, holding them 
by the band and sustaining them by liia arm, aa 
tbey approached the fatal ladder; and that bis 
last l)enedictions, upon their departing aoula, 
would have Veen in somewhat different lan- 
guage. That language was entirely natural, 
however, Wlieving, as be • id, that they were 
all guilty of the unpard< nable sin. in its black- 
est dye; that, obstinately refusing to ccAafem, 
they were reprobntes, sunk far lielow the or^- 
nary level of human crime, beyond the pale of 
sympathy or prayer, enemies of God, in covenant 
with the Devil and firtbrands of HelL All thli 
he believed. Of courw, he could not pray vtfA, 
and could hardly l>e ex|jected to pray /or, them. 
The language ascribed to him by Qilef» ezprrieed 
his honest convictions ; bears the stamp of credi- 
bility ; was not denied or dimvowed, then ; and 
cannot be discredited, now. 
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If ttKm ralfereri, wwuiag the reeplcndciit 
Mpect of faith, forgivencw. and pietj, in their 
dying hour, were, io realitr, '* the DeTil appear- 
** ing at the Angel of Ligh^** nolxxlj hot the 
Reriewer it to blame for diarsing Mather with 
being hb *'tpiritaal adviser and co4iniiel1or.** 

The Reriewer tajt that the horte Mather rode 
on that occasion, '* has heea tramping tliroogh 
'* history, for nearly two oentuiiea. It it time 
**that he be reined up.*^ Not baring been 
reined up hy Mather, it it in rain for the Re- 
riewer to attempt it Mazeppa, on his wild steed, 
was not more powerlesn. The ** man on hone- 
** back,** detcrilied by Calef, will go tramping 
on throogh all the centnriet to come, as throngh 
the ** nearly two oenturiet " that hare passed. 

To discredit another part of the statement of 
Calef, the Reriewer cites the Dsaeriptum and 
History nf BaUm^ by the Rer. William Rentier, 
in the Sixth Yolome of the First Serict of the 
Jfauaehtisetts ffittorieal Collections^ printed in 
1800. quoting the following passage : '* It was 
** said tliat the bodies were not properly buried ; 
'*but, upon an examinati«)n of the ground, the 
'* grares were found of the usual depth, and re- 
''mains of the bodies, and of the wood in 
** which they were interred." 

At the time when this was written, there was 
a tradition to that effect. Rut it is understood 
that early in this century, an examination was 
macw of the spot, pointed out by the tradition 
upon whid) Rentley had relied, and nothing was 
found to sustain it It is apparent that this tra- 
dition was, to some extent, incorrect l)ecanso it 
is quite certain that three, and probably most of 
the bodies were rcdirered by their fnends, at the 
time ; but chiefly because it is believed, on suffi- 
cient pounds, that the locality, indicated in the 
tradition that had reached Doctor Bentley, was, 
in 1 692, covered by the original forest. Of course, 
a passage through woods, to a spot, even now, 
after the trees hire 1>cen wholly removed from 
the hiU and all its sides, so very difficult of access, 
would not hare been encountered ; neither can it 
be supposed that an open area would have been 
elaborately prepared for the place of execution, 
in the midst of a fort«t, entirely shut in frum ol»- 
terration. by surrounding trees', with their thick 
foliage, in that season of the year. If seclu- 
non had b?en the object a wooded spot might 
have been found, near at hand, on lerel area^, 
anywhere in the neighborhood of the town. But 
it was not a secluded, but a conspicuous, place 
that was sought ; not only an elevated, but an 
open, theatre for the awe-insi)iring spectacle, dis- 
playing to the whole |)eop1e and world — to use 
the language emplo^'ed by 3Iather, in the Aitiee 
^ike Jfinidert and in one of his letters to Ridi- 
aidt— the "Success** cf the Ckrart^in **extin- 
M guiahiiig that hoirihle witdicnlt*' 



Another tradition, hr oog ht iTown through a 
family, erer nnoe residing on the same tpot, ia 
the neighboriiood, and from the longerity of lit 
tttooessire heads, passing through but few memo- 
ries, and for that reasoa hif^y deaerring of 
credit, it, that its representatire, at that time, lent 
his aid in the removal of the bodies of the ric- 
tims, in the nigh^ and secretly, across the rirer, in 
a boat. The recollections of the transaction art 
preterred in cgntiderable detail. From the local- 
ity, it it quite certain that ! he bodies were brought 
to it from the touthem end of Witch-hill. From 
a recently-ditcorered letter of Dr. Holyoke^ 
mentioned in my book [t'l, S77], it appeals 
that the executions must hare taken place there. 
The earth it to thin, tcattered between projerting 
ledget of roc<, which, indeed, cover much of the 
surifaoe, that few trees probably ewer grew there ; 
and a bare, derated platform afforded a conspic- 
uous site, and room for the purpote. Thete 9011- 
dutions, to which recent discoveries and explora- 
tions hare led, remarkably confirm Calef t ttate- 
mentt. From Sheriff Corwin^s Return, we know 
that the first rictim was buried ** in the place** 
where she was executed ; and it may be supposed 
all the rest were. The soil is shallow, near the 
brow of the predpioe and between the defts of 
the rock. 

The Reriewer derires to know my authority for 
saying that the g^und, where Burroughs was 
buried, "was trampled down by the mob.** I 
presume that when, less than fire weeks after- 
wards, eight more persons were hanged there, be- 
longing to respectable families in what are now 
Pcabody, Mnrblehcad, To|)!(field, Rowley and An- 
dover, as well as Salem, and a spectacle again 
]>resented to which crowds fl<)cked from all quar- 
ters, and to which many particularly interested 
must hare been drawn, Ixnides thcwe from the 
|X)pulous neighboriiood, espedally if men *' 00 
'* horseback** mingled in the throng, the ground 
must hare Ijecn considerably trampled upon. 
Poor Burroughs had been suddenly torn from his 
family and home, more than a hundred miles 
away ; thtre were no immediate connectiona, here^ 
who would hare been likdy to recorer his re- 
mains; and, it is therefore probable, they had 
*ieen left where they were thrown, near the foot 
of the gallows. 

There is'one point upon which the Reriewer is 
certain he has '^demolished** Calef. The latter 
speaks of the victims, as having been hanged, 
one after another. The Reviewer says, the mode 
of execution was to have them " swung off at 
*' ODoe;** and further uses this argument : " Calef 
'* himself furnishes us with evidence thatsudi 
" was the practice in Salem, where eight persons 
'*were hanged thirty-six days later. He says, 
** ' After the execution, Mr. Noyes, turning 1dm 

• to the bodies, said^What a ssd thiiig it it to 
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* Me dgfat firdnraiidt of Hell hanging tfaere.* **^ 

Tlic argument is, eigbt were hanging there t^ 
gether, after the execution ; therefore, th^ moit 
hare been swung off at the same moment! 

This is a kind of reasoning with which — to 
adopt Mather's expression in describing diabolical 
horrors, capital trials, and condemnations to 
death— we are " entertained^* throughout by the 
Reviewer. The truth is, we have no particular 
knowledge of the machinery, or ita operations, at 
these executions. A ''halter,** ia -'ladder,** a 
'* gallows,** a ** hangman,** are spoken of. The 
expression used for the final act is, " turned off.** 
There is no shadow of evidence to conti edict 
Calef. The probabilities seem to be against the 
euppositiou of a structure, on a scale so large, as 
to allow room for eight persons to be turned off 
at once. The outstretching branches from large 
trees, on the borders of the clearing, would have 
aerved the purpose, and a ladder, connected with 
a simple frame, might have been passed from tree 
to tree. 

The Regiddes, thirty years before, had been ex- 
ecuted in England, in the method Calef under- 
stood to have been used here. Hugh Peters was 
carried to execution with Judge Cook. The lat- 
ter suffered first ; and when Peters ascended the 
ladder, turning to the ofl^r of the law, he ut- 
tered these memorable words, exhibiting a state 
of the faculties, a grandeur of bearing, and a 
force and fclidty of lan^agc and illustration, all 
the drcumstanccs considci^ not surpassed in 
the records of Christian heroism or true do- 
quenoe : '* Sir, you have shun one of the servants 
'* of God, before mine eyes, and have made me 
"to behold it, on pur|)ose to terrify and dis- 
*' courage me; but God hath made it an ordi- 
" nance unto me, for my strengthening and en- 
'*couragc>ment** 

While the trials were going on, Mather made 
use of his pulpit to influence the public mind, alf 
ready wnmght up to frenzy, to greater heights of 
faoatidf^ro, by portrajnng, in hu own peculiar 
style, the out-breaking battle between the Church 
and the DeviL On the day before Burroughs, 
who was regarded as the head of tlie Church, and 
General uf the forces, of 8;itan, was brought to 
the Bar, Mather preached a Sermon from the text, 
Bev. xii, 12. *' Wo tu the inhabiters of the earth, 
"and of the Sea! for the Devil is come down 
"unto you, having great wrath, because he 
" knoweth he hath but a short time.** It is thick- 
ly interspersed with such passages as these: 
"Now, at last, the Devils are, (if I may so 
" speak), in Ferton come down upon us, with 
" such a wrath, as is most justly mueh^ and will 
*' quickly be mare^ the astonishment of the worid.** 
"There is little room for hope, that the great 
*' wrath of the Devil will not prove the ruin of 
** our poor New England, in particnlar. I be- 



"Heve Uiere 

"poTMiedbj the wnrth of the 'Devil thsa Mr 



aponr ^antatfai 

" poor New" England.** '* We majr tn^j tay, A 
*' tki hmir mniftmtr^f iarkntm, Bol^ tioagk 
"the wrath be to mat, the time iahot ihoft: 
" when we are pcr^ezed with tlie wnrth ol fkt 
" DevO, the word of our God, aft the aametiM^ 
"unto ua, is thatin Btm. crt. tO. * ITU QUijf 
" ' Pmu9ktLU hrulm BtdlMh vnder yanr/MC slerf- 
"Wy.* Shortly, didst thoo ity, dcMcaft Loidt O 
" ffladsome word! Amen, evcB lo^ coose Lovd! 
" Lord Jesna, eone quickly! We ahaU aefw be 
" rid of thia troublcsiNne Devil, tiU ttai do eoM 
'* to diahi huB up.**— Wmisn^ HU. 

There ia raudii in the Sermon tlmft rdatee to the 
nna of the people, generally, and some allnsloM 
to the difficnltiea tmift enoompeM the aebjeet of 
diabolical appearancea ; hut Uie witdierafi in 8»- 
lem is portrayed in colony which nooebol % bor- 
ough believer in all that was tlieie brooslyt lor- 
wwd, could apply ; the whole timia of iaieai and 
exhortations is calcolatcd to inflame the imttinn- 
tions and passioBS of the people ; andilb^ied 
liy " An nortatoiy and neoessanr Addresa to a 
"country now extraordinarily aiarum*d hj the 
" Wrath of the DeviL** In thb Addreas, be gOM^ 
at length, mto the horrible witdicrafk aft Bakm 
ViUage. "Sucfa,**sayB he, "is the deneat of 
"the DevU, at thia day, upon oondvci, tlnii I 

may truly tell you, the walls of the whole woild 

are broken down. He enumeratea, as mdeabi- 
edly true, in deun, all that waa said I7 tiie " ■!> 
"fiicted chfldran** and "confessing witiAek** 
He says of the reputed witdieo: ''Tmj eadi of 
^ them have thdr spectres or devSa, commimioned 
" by them, and representing of them, to ho the 
** engines of f hdr malice.** Such ezpreasiona ae 
these are scattered over the pma, ^ wicked apee- 
*' tres,*' *" diabolical spectres,*^'' ownen of apeo- 
''trea.** '*q}ectfe*b hands.** *« spectral liook«**ettL 

And ye^ it b stated, by the Reviewer, ibttt, 
Mather was opposed to sfjeetral evidence, and de- 
nounced it ! He gave currency to h, in the popn- 
lar faith, during the whole perloid, wliile the 
trials ai d executions were going on, more than 
any other man. 

He preached another Sermon, of the seme kind, 
entitled. The Detil Ditw^ertd, 

After the trials by the Special Court were over, 
and that body had been forbidden to meet on the 
day to w*tich it had adjtMimed, he addi^Med an- 
other letter to Jolm Richards, one of ita membefa, 
dated " Dec 14th, 1092,** to be found in the MmA- 
er l\tper»^ p. 397 . It ia a characteristic doc- 
ument, and, in aome ]x>lnts of view, 
able. Ita purpose was to indnoe Ridiarda tO( 
sent to a measure he waa dedroua of intrododnf 
into hia pastoral admims*jation, to whidi Ridi- 
arda ana one other member of hia Chudi had 
manifested vqmgnanoa. Cotton Mafhg wm in 
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•dTuoe of hb tiflMB, in libenlity of irlewi« rdat- 
ing to denuoiiiuitioMl roatteim. He desired to 
open the door to the Ordinanoei, particnUiij Bftp- 
tum, wider than was tbe prcralent uractioe. He 
urges his sentiments upon Richard^ in earnest and 
fitting tones; but resorts, also, to flattering, and 
what may be called coaxing, tones. He calls liim. 
"Mjr ever-honored Richards,** ''Dearest Sir," 
** mj dear Major,'* and reminds him of the public 
and constant snppoit lie had giren to his official 
conduct: **I hare signalized my perpetual re- 
^ apects before the wt^le worl«2." In this letter, 
he refers to the Sslem witchcraft prosecutions, 
I and pronounces unqualified approval and high 
encomiums upon Richards*s share in tbe proceed- 
ings, as one of the Judges. ''God has mode 
*' more than an ordinarj use of your honorable 
'* hand,** in '' the extinguishing " of " that horri- 
** ble witchchraft,"* into which ''the Devils have 
*' been ba|itiziog so many of our miserable neigh- 
^ bors.** This language is hardly consistent with 
a serious, sulistantial, condderable, or indeed 
with any, disapprobation of the proceedings of 
the Court. 

XI. 
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UETTKK TO STEPHCT SEWALL. " WONDERS OP THE 
*' IKVI8IBLE WOULD. ** m ORIOIK AND DESfON. 
COTTON XATREK*8 ACCOUNT OF TUS TRIALS. 

I com • DOW to the examination of matters of 
interest and importance, not only as illustrating the 
part acted by Slather in the witchcraft affiur, but 
as bearing upon the public history of the Prov- 
ince of 3Iassachusetts Bay, at that time. 

Tbe reader is requested carefully to examine 
the following letter, addressed by Cotton Mather 
to Stephen Sewall, Clerk of the Court at Salem. 

«' Boston, Sept. 20. 1602. 

'* Mr DEAR AND XT VERT OBLIGING STEPHEN, 

^ It is my hap, to bee continual]^ ♦ ♦ * with all 
** sorts of objections, and objectonT against the * * 
^' work now doing at Salem, and it is my further 
'' good hap, to do si>me little Service for Qod and 
•• you, in my encounters. 

** But, that I may l>c the niore capable to assist, 
** in lifting up a standard agaiast the infernal en- 
'* emy, I must renew my most importunate re- 
" QUEST, that would please quickly to ])erforiu, 
** what yon kindly promised, of giving me a nar- 
" rative of the evidence given in at the trials of 
" half a dozen, or if you please, a dozen, of the 
^ principal witches, that have lie(>n condemned. 
" I know *twill cost you some time ; but when 

you are sensible of the Ixrnetit tliat will follow, 
**! know you will not think much of that 

cost, and my own willingness to expose myself 
^ unto the utmost for the defence of ray friends 
** with you, makes me presume to plead some- 
^ thing of merit, to be considered. 

** J iball be oootcnti if yon draw up tba deiir- 
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*' ed namtite hj way of letter to me, or at least, 
'* let it not ooine without a letter, wherein yon 
** shall, if you can, intimate over again. What you 
^* have Sfimetimea told me, of the awe, which is 
^ upon the lurartsof your Juries, with * * * unto 
** the validit V of the spectral evidencea. 

*' Please also to * * * some of your observations 
"aliout the confessoni, and the credibility of 
" what they assert; or alxiut things evidently pra- 
" tematuml in the witchcrafts, and whatever else 
" you may account an entertainment, for an in- 
^'quisitive person, that entirely loves you. and 
*' Salem. Nay, though I will never lay aside tbe 
" character which I meutioned in my last words, 
*' yet, I am willing that, when yon write, you 
*' should imagine me aa obstinate a Sadduoee i 
** and witeh-advocate, as any among us: address 
**me as one that believed nothing reasonable; 
** and when you have so knocked me down, in a 
** spectre so unlike me, you will enable me to 
^ box it a1x>ut, among my ncighbofs, till it oome, 
** I know not where at last 

** But assure yountelf, as I shall not wittingly 
** make what you write prejudicial to any worthy 
'* design, which those two excellent persons, Mr. 
'^Hale and Mr. Noves, may have in hand, so 
** you shall fin.l that I shall be, 

** Sir, your grateful friend, 

C. Mather.** 

•• P. S. That which very much strengthens the 
charms of the request, which this letter makes 
you, is that his Excellency, the Governor, laid 
bis positive commands u\xm me to desire this 
favor of you ; and the truth is, there are some 
of his circumstances with reference to thb af- 
fair, which I need not mention, that call for 
the ex|)editing of your kindness, Icindneu, I 
say, for such it will be esteemed, as well by 
him, as by your servant, C. Mather.** 

The point, on which the Reviewer raises an ob- 
jection to the statement in m> lK>ok, in reference 
to this letter, is, as to the antecedent of ** it,** in 
the expression, '*box it about** The opinion I 
gave was that it referred to the document re- 
quested to be sent by Sewall. The Reviewer says 
it refe!S to ** a 8|)cctre,*' in the preceding line, or 
as he expresses it, *'the fallen Spectre of Saddu- 
" cecism.** Every one can judge for himbclf on 
insiM*ction of the paR«nge. After all, it is a mere 
quibbling about words, for the meaning remains 
su1>stantially tbe same. Indeed, that which he 
gives is more to my pur|)ose. Let it go, that 
Mather desired tlic document, and intended to 
use it to break down all objectors to the work 
then doing in Salem. Whoever disapproved of 
such prooMsdings, or intimated any doubt con- 
cerning the popular notions about witdicreft 
were called "Sadduceea and witch-advocatei.** 
These tcnna were used by Mather, od all ocoir 
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■om, M marks of opprolriiim, to ftignuitiie and 
make odious stodipcraoiM. If they could once be 
silenoed, witchcraft demonstratians and protecn- 
tioos migfit be continued, witbout impediment or 
restraint, unUl they slumld ^* come,*" no one could 
tell "where, at lust." "The fallen 8|)ectre of 
** Saddocreism** was to be the tmphy of Mather's 
victory ; and Scwall's letter was to be the weapon 
to lay it low. 

Each of the paragraphs of this letter demon- 
strates the position Mather occupied, and the part 
be had taken, in the transactions at Salem. Mr. 
Hale had acted, up to this time, earnestly with 
Noyes and Parris ; and the letter shows that Math • 
er had the sym|)athies and the interesU of a co- 
operator with them, and in their *« designs.*' 
Every perKm of honorable feelings can judge for 
himself of the suggestion to Sewall, to be a part- 
ner in a false representation to the public, by ad- 
dressing Mather ** in a spectre so unlike ^ him— 
that i^ in a character which he, Sewall, knew, as 
well as Blather, to l)e wholly contrary to tiie 
truth. Blinded, active, and vehement, as the 
Clerk of the Court had been, in carrying on the 
prosecutions, it is gratifying to find reason to con- 
clude that he was not so utterly lort to self-respect 
as to comply with the jesuiUcail request, or lend 
himwif to any such false connivance. 

The letter was written at the height of the fury 
of the delunon, immediately uiK>n a Session of 
the Court, at which all tried had been condemn- 
ed, eight of whom suffered two davs after iu 
date. Any number of others were under sentence 
of death. The letter was a renewal of ** a most 
•* importunate request." 

I cite it, here, at this stage of the examination 
of the subject, particulariy on account of the post- 
script Every one has been led to sup|)ose that 
'• His Excellency, the Governor," who had laid 
sudi ** positive commands" upon Mather to obtain 
thedesircd document from Sewall, was Sir William 
Phips. The avowed pur|K>se of Mather, in seek- 
ing it, was to put it into circulation— to " box it 
** about " — thereby to produce an effect, to the 
putting down of Sadducceisni, or all further op- 
position to witchcraft prosecutions. He, undoubt- 
edly, contempUited making it a part of his book, 
the Wonders of the luvhihU World, printed, 
the next year, in London. The Etatement made 
by him always was. that he wrote that lK>ok in 
compliance with orders laid upon him to that ef- 
fect by " His Excellency, the Governor." The 
imprimatur, in conspicuous type, in front of one 
of the editions of the book, is " Publbhed by the 
** special command of his Excellency, the Gov- 
** emor of the Province of the Massachusetts Bay 
** in New England." 

On the sixteenth of September, Sir William 
Phips had notibed the Council of his goins to the 
flMtwaid; and that body was adjoaned to tha 



fovrtecotb ai October. FlRMi kit 
promptnesa, and the mathif aigesqr of 
in the neigfaboriModof theKcBBcbee^itiatote 
presumed that be left immediatclj; tM, at it WW 
expected to be a loiMer absence thiiB mntX, it cm 
liardly be doubted that, as on the fin* ui AmhI; 
he formally, by a written instrament, piMea tba 
Government over to 8toogbtf»n. Al waj nti^ 
while be was away from hb Province ptoficr, te 
De|>aty necessarily acceded to the Execntlrc imc- 
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In the Sewall Dbiy wc ind tbe foUowkM: 
Sett. 21. A petitkm is sent to Town, fai bMf 
** of Dorcas Hoar, wlio now coofcana. Aceoid* 
*'higly,an order is sent to the Sheriff to fbrbcv 
'* her execution, notwithitandim^ her betiy in tlw 
** Warrant to die to-moRow. Inis istbeMlcai* 
** demned person who bns coofcaed.* 

Tbe granting of tliis reprieve was an awciUii t 
act, that would aaem to have bdonged to tlw 
functions of tbe persno filling tlia oflloe d Gof- 
emor ; and Pbiua being absent, it could oalj bava 
been performea by Stoughton, and Aomn, tbuta 
fore, that be, at that tmia, acted aa GoranMir. 
As such, be wa% l^ costooi and ctiqiMtti^ ad- 
dressed— ** His ExceUency.** Tbenaitdi^.elg^ 
were executed, four of tbem baving baea aoi- 
tenoed on tbe ninth oi SepCcaaber, and four oi 
the seventeenth, which waa oo Satmdqr* Tkt 
whole eight were included, as is to lie ialenad 
from the foregoing entiy, and is otlierwite Imow^ 
in the same Warrant, wliidi coold not, tlMrafoia^ 
have been made out before tiie nineteentii. Tka 
next day, Mather wrote the letter to Sewall; and 
the language, in its Postscript, may luiva refc iw d 
to Stoughton ; particularly this danae : ** IVna 
** are some of bis drcnmstancea, with ttU na m 
''to this affair." AsPbipshad, from tiM fat^ 
left all the proceedings with tbe Cbief-Joitfoi^ 



who had presided at all the trbla, wad waa, b^ 
universal acknowledgment, fspedally nspcnma 
for all the proceedings and rnolta, tlia words of 
Blather are much more api^icabla to B Umj bi n m 
than to Phipa. 

Upon receiving these ** importnnata laqpcab* 
from blather, proposing such a form of rmy, to 
be used in sudi a way, Sewall tbooglit it Ml to 
adopt the course indicated in the f oIlowfaM aotrj, 
in the Diary of his brother, tbe Judge : **T1 iUM 
DAT, SE3-T. 23, 1092. WiUiam StoiffifatoB, Bq^ 
John Hathoroe. Esq., Mr. Cotton Nadier, aM • 
Capt. John Higginson, with ray brotlicr 8t ' 
'* were at our house, speaking about |inbiiabhng 
" some trials of the witdics." 

It appears that Stephen Sewall, fantead d ao- 
swering Mather*8 letter in writing, went ^Bne^f 
to Bo^n, accompanied by Hathorna and H^ 
ginson, and met 3Iatber and Stooglitoo al tfit 
house of the Judge. No oCImt SUnlslar waa 
present; and Judge Sewall waa oalllathii^p^ 
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Tbt Thole marter vu there t*1ked 
Tba pmjict MsLlier hul Ihwh cuQUm- 
^Utdng wu nutund ; uod ftrraa^oietits nimle 
wUb tit«,>lica Svnall. tiliu Imd Ibciu in his ciu- 
todj, to WDd tu Mutlii'i tlia Itrcurd) of ilje 
' 'ai*: >nd, tlioi proridi'd, lie iiroctwdi-d, witb- 
It furtber dL-lay, to ulxxliuDCe to the cominandi 
~1 apoa him bj " bis Gia-llencf," lo prEjur' 
irlbeprm. 7». WomUr,,irthfIitpUibU IKorW, 
'-'-'- ~ i« denijcned I*) sciulto Ihu Bbsdet. 



X u( llie ptosecutioni. until, tA S'uugbton vi- 
Kod it, 'Hlie Nod »»» cloiicd" ot all wittbcs. 
The prcsctice of the U>.-|iut7-(;oTi>niur, at tbi> 
nritate cooferenci!, shuwa tb< prumiaeut part he 
ore in the movemeDt, aud currubuntea, Kbst is 
Bbfi^nil'le from the dates, tliat be vas " Hit El- 
** GelleDcy. tbc Qofvniur," referred to in the doc- 
DineDla connected witb this transaction. It ii 
ob^rrable, b}- ihe way, that the ri'furencea are 
alwaj's lo the official iiliaractcr and title, and not 
to Ibe Duaie of the peraoa, whether Phipa or 

proceed to eiunine the book, written 

broa-^t torward. oodcr thi^se circuinBlAiices 
:wid fur ibU parpuse. It cuntains much of which 
I shall avail mt-ivtl, to illustrate tiii^ iHuiliuD and 
Tiews oC ILither, at the time. The length 
to which this article is cilended. bj Ihe metbixl I 
have adopted of quuting ducuments to fully, is 
l^reltedi but it seenu neci-ssary. in order to 
meet the interest that has l>ecn awakened in tlie 
Mbjert, by Ibc article in the Xarth American Jie- 
miem, to make the enquiry as thurough as po!>sih!e. 

OnlT a part ol ibt irurk ia deTnti^d to Ihe main 
porpuse for xhicb it niu osten3i)>ly and aioivedly 
designed. That I iliiiU Rnl notice. It ia intro 
dnced ai followi : " I shall no longer detaio my 
"rader from hla eK|iecled enlcrtiiinaifnl, in a 
" brief acoiHlnt of the Ttials which hare parsed 
"njHin some of the Malefactors lutely cieruted 
"at Silem. for the wilclicrafta whertof thi'j stood 
** cunvicled. For mj own pari, I was not prc»- 
^ent at tn; of theon: nor ever h:ull any p«r- 
raonal prejudice at the persons thiu broughf 
** upon IM Stage*' much ii'£s,at thesurriiing re- 
" lations of those pereons, with and for whom I 
" would l»3 as hearty a mourner, as any man lir* 
"ing in tbc world: The Lord cam/art thrm ! 
" But having recein'd ■ command so to do, I can 
"do DO other than shortly relate the chief 3lat- 
" ten of Fart, which occurred in the trials of 
"sume that were clecuted; in an abridgemeot 
"collected out of the CaiiH Paperi, on this oc- 
■* casion put into my bands. You are ID lake Ihe 
" Trulk, just OS it wtB."^Woiulfri of t/it In- 
wUibU World, p. 5*. 

HesiDgle* out Bvecasesand declares: "Irepcnt 
^BUt«i%B«tai>B AdtM»U,balMiaSutanan." 



After further prefacing his account, by relat- 
ing, A nwdi-rn inidinM 0/ Wilchfi. diieorerrd 
a:d eondtmnfd. in a trial br/Bre that riUbrattd 
Judg>, Sir JJiinhfi, Hal,, he omira to the trial 
of (Jnifga Borroughs. He iprvada ogt, without' 
rfservc. Ibe aiKCttal evidence, given in this as In | 
■U the uses, u-l without the least intimation of 
ubjeclion tMm bimaelf. or any one else, lo its b«- 
, ing admillfl, t». " wiih other things to render it' 
Suil- I " credible " enough for the puipoae of conrictiofi. 1 
An; one readiog his account, and at the same ^ I 
time esamintng the documents on BIc. will be 1/ 
able to appreciate how far he was justified in \i 
saying, tliat he reported It in the apuit of an hia- 1 
torian ntfaer than an advorste. 

Let, US, first, see what the " Court paper*, put 
" into his hands," amounted to ; as we 6aA them 
in the dlea. 

" The Deposition of Simon Willard. aged abont 
"42ycitrt,saith; IbeingatSaco, in the year KSS, 
*' some in Ca|>L Ed. Sargent^s garrison werespeak- 
" ing of Mr. George Burrongba bia great strength, 
"saying he could lake a barret of molasses out of 
" a caoueor boat, alone; snd Ihnt hacould take it 
" in his hands, or arms, out of the canoe or boat, 
■■ and carry it, and set it on the shore; and Hr. 
'■ Burroughs being there, said that he had carried 
" one barrel of molasses or cider out of a canoe, 
"that bad like to bare done bim a <! ispleasure i 
" said Mr. Borroughs intimated, as if be did not 
" want strengtb to do it, but the dlsadvEniage of 
"the shore was such, that, his loot flipping 
sand, he had liked to have etrained hit 



"leg." 

Willard was uncertain whether Burroughs had 
staled it to lie molaasei or elder. John Brown 
tcsiiScd about a " liarrtl of cider." Burraugb*' 
d'mied Ihe Btati.-ment, oa lo the molassn, thereby 
impliedly ^mittiag that he had SO Carried a bar-' 
rd ot idder. 

Samuel Webber tesiified that, seven or eight 
years before. Burroughs told him that, by put- 
ting his fingers into the buug of a barrel of 
mutas!ies. he hod lifted it up, and " carried it 
"round him, and set it down again." 

Parris, in bis notes of this trial, not in the Gles, 
says that " Capt. Wormaood tcstiGed shout th« 
" gun and the molasses." But the papers ou file 
give Ihe oanieai •' Cupt. IF" irirmoii," and rep- 
resents that he, referring to the gnn, "swore" 
that he, "saw George Barrougha laise it frwm 
" the ground." His testimbny. with this excep- 
tion, was mertly confirmatory, in general terms, 
of snother deposition of Simon Willard, to the 
effect, that Burrongba, in explsnnti<m of one of 
the stories about his great strength, showed him 
how he held a gun of "about atven foot barrel,'' 
by taking it "in his hand behind the look," 
and holding itout; Willard further stai 
I be did not see him " bold itotitthen, " 
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hr, WilUra, •□ Uking tlie gun wllh both bu,it, 
could not hold it out long enougli to takcii^ht. 
n* tesdmoDj, IlirnusboDt, »» tbo* Idom iik) 
BMlIictiDg, tltnost urtiollj nerB hearsay, of bo 
nine, logically or logvlly. All that mm raltf 
proved beinK what Burruagh* admitted, that |i, 
H to the cider. 

But. inlliCF.tnlrmcntmBilel'y him to Willard. 
at Siico, as ilppoBeii by the lutler, he niLntioiiPfJ » 
cirCUinKtnni^c. namely, the atniininK of hii Ipir; 
which, if DOl trac. pnuld easily liove Li^en di- 
proved, ilmt denionatralrd thecflort to hnTElKen 
mftde, and the fnit aecomprmhed, hxJjlcJudural 
e aetcigc of uiiiscular power. If pretemalaral 
fore* baa aUlM IHilf, it would liave been mp- 
plied in laffioientqaantity to hare prevented luch 
8 mishap. To convey the iin|iTe«(Loii Ilmt tlie 
eihibitions of i<)rcD['th BfcriU-d lo Burroughs 
iTcie proofs of diul>i>licat Bftsiilauce, and demon- 
stratioiu that he niu guilty of Ihe crime of 
witchcraft, Mnlher utya "he was a very pun.v 
i " DiaD, yet he had often done things !>eyoDd the 
"Mrengthof a pjint." There U nutbiDg to }Ut- 
tiij the application of (lienord "pnn^" lohim, 
except that lie iru of amall Ktnturc. Such per- 
snna are often very 8tron{;!.(BuiToughB had, from 
hi» College daya, been ooteJTOT gyuiaaelic eier- 
dn^.Tliere Ik nolhiug. I repeat, to justify the 
I iiae of the word, by Kbi'her, in the Bcnse he de- 
l' aiffljed to convey, of bodily wen ktn««, 
I /^he truth ip, lliat hii'eilranrtlinnry muscular 
l/poner, M exhibited in eucli feats as lifting 
f the barrel of cider, was the topic of ncigliltor- 
\ hood talk I and there was much vsiintion. as ig 
\nB(n+~TB'*iicli CBses, some having it a barrel of 
tider, and eome, of mola«£cs. There is, among 
the Court papers, a Memorandum, in Mr. 
Oeorge Burmugkt trial, bfiida ths aritten 
-* aidencn. One ilem ia the testimouy of 
Thomas Evans, " thnt he carried out barrels of 
'"" "molasses, meat, ix., out of a canoe, whilst his 
■'mute went to the fort for handa to help out 
■% ■ "wjth." Here we see nnollicr variation of the 
■tory. The amount of it is. Ihnl, while the male 
^, thought astistunce netdcd, and went to get itv 
-j^- BuiTim ghs concluded to di> the work him.^lfj ff 
/nS^risoner hud licen nllnwed Connsel ; or any 
f discernment been left in the Judgex. the whole of 
I this evidence would have been tliroim out of 
J account, as nilhuut foundnlion and frivolous 
in lit diaraclaj yet Increase llulher, who wa« 
present, was entirely canifil aiiuy wilh it, and 
declared that, ujHin it alone, if on the Bench or 
in tb« jury-box, he would have convicted the 
Prisoner- 
It ia quite doubtful, however, whether the 
alwve teslimony of Evnna wm given in, at the 
trial ; for the next clause, in the snme jjnnigrapli, 
uSmb WiUnn'i coDfcGsioD, tint: ■'Tbenigli^ 
^bdoM Ur. Banoagha wai a«nled, there wa^ 



" B gmt meeting of the wjtebea, otgfa Bi 
"CliiDdlers, that Mr. Buirooghi wu ibmT a&d 
"ihcyhod the sarrament, and after they bad 
"done, be tvoli leave, and bid Ihrm atand U 
"their faiib. and not own any Ihioji. Uarlba 
"Tyler aailh Ihe same with airah Wilun, aod 
"aevenl othm," 

TtwIMiiiiiiiiyoIlhMe twoeonfFsring wilck« 
■■ and ievrral olhcit." retaling. an it did, to yihat 
waa alleged to hove happened '■ the niohl heforv 
" Mr. Burvoughs was eiecuied," could not have 
been given at hisliial, nor until after hit dnth. 
Vet, aa but three other confe*sis)r witches aic tnot- 
linned in the Bles of this case, Mather mnat havs 
relied npoa thit Mpmorandum to make up lb« 
"eigbt"Mid, by him, to have testiSed. "ntba 
" proKcntion of the charge " against Burraogha. 
Hiilc, niisled, perhaps, liy the Memorandnni. nra 
le expression "seven or eight." 
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To go back to the barrel Mr. BurTonghs lifted. 
have stated the sulwtunce of the ahole lead- 
mony reh.rin^ to the \n>ml. Mather characleruea 
't, (bus, in his report of the trial : " There waa 
'evidence likewise brought in. that he made . 
' aotliiiig of taking up whole Imrrtla, filled with ~ 
' molassea or cider, in very diradvanlageotu po- 
' aiiionn. and carrying Ihrm ofT. Iliroogh the moM 
' diSicult placef, nut of a canoe lo the shore." 
He made u]i this alatoment, ss its SDhetann 
and phraaeolo^'show, from Willard'sdepoaitioii, 
then lying befure him. In hia nw of Ifaat part «f 
tbe eridence, in particniar, at of tba wluM etf- 
dencr, gec^ly, Ihe reader can judge whetlttt 
he exliil^ied the spirit of an historian or of an 
advocate i and whether there was aoytU^ta 
jottify his eiprtpstion, " miide nolliin|r vf." 

Any one scnitiniiing tTie rvldmce. Which, 
" ' ' atrial 




for n-itjhcniit, reladng to stkged ni 
ings between Burroughs and his two wivea, In- 
voived in an slienalion between bin) and soom of 
the relations of Ihe last,' will see that It amoonta 
to notlitn-; more than Ihe scandsle inrident l« in- 
bitlered parish quarrelF. nnd inevitably engrndit- 
ed in such a slate of crednlity and nulerolmc^ 
as the wilrhcraft proeei'utions piudnccd. "^i 
our •■ historian," in his rtp<Mt of tbe ota, wyi: 
" Now 0- B. had been infamou, (or Ibe bar- 
" barons usogE of bis tw<t anccenive wira, all 
" llie country over." 

In my book, in connection with another piece 
of evidence in the papers, given, like that of the 
confessing witches just referred to, long after 
Burroughs'i execution. I expressed surpriaa that 
the ifT^^olarUj of puttiiig such teatimixii ****** 
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^^^Llbe docoments beIoo){itig to the trial, nrativd tbe 

^^Haotiee of HutcbiDson. ciuineot jnriM u b« was. 

^^Hand t\ao ot Culi'f. Tbe Revitsci rp|-re»ciiti iliii 

^^BRmfkisitneiil m? " very gn\<: ■nd uofnipiioilnl 

"cfaargo against tlie lioncjijr of CuTlon >litll>cr." 

I nid nothing about Mather in coom-ctioa witb 

IfaMt piMut. but o!i])re»£Hl rtmng di!>a)*|)ri'liatkin 

of Itie ciml'ict uf tliH uSicial |>m«iu wbo |iro- 

1 tlic deji'isilioD to be madc; and of tbise 

laving [lie cu^Iinly of the |ii|>cn. Tbe Kcvitw 

'r, iDiasiDing that mj cot.nre icas levrllEd at 

' '' er. uid resulFnl to duFvnd hini. through 

and lliin, dt-nki that the ducuiucol in que* 

Ku " ■urrciilUiou&l.r f'lisicd in." But tlicrt 

a, vbea M.itlicr htiil tlie im|>cn, anil tliere 

ir i*, — its date > niimlh aftcs' Burroughs nas 

Kb bis ruckj gruic. Tlic Ituviever eayg Ihiit if 1 

■ kiid loukid til tliD end uf M;ilhi.T'> uolice of (lie 

docuinenl, oroliservKl Ibe bmckcti in «bi:h it 

was racloied, I vould bHTe tuen tliat Slather tajn 

tbat Ibc piper leaf nut used at the trial. I staled 

the fiict,«x|>rFssly. and gave Ualber'selplanntiuD 

^^H " tbat the man vaa ovenieTiiudi'd lij ollieis 1o lie 

^^B " rut of (lie Tray U[Kin Oeorgc Burruu:;lis« trinl " 

^■{h. 300. S03,] I fininii nu fault with SUtbcr, in 

^^^pKiiinixtion ivitli Ibe |in|>er; and am nolan-aKra- 

^^K ble, SI all, for tbe snarl in nhicli tlie ReTieicer's 

Blind bas Irecome entau^led. in bis ea^jcrness to 

usail m; Imuk. 

I ask ft 1 title further nttentioo to this mntler, 
because it affurdi an illu^mtion of Mather's sin 
gnL^ but ehuRictcristic, inethud of pulling 
tbini^s, often dccuiriag utbers. and sometinH-K, 

Ebapa, hinwilf. I quula the |«rsgraj)h from 
report of the Ilia) of Bgmiugbs, in tbe W.,»- 
ten ef tU IntitMe Warid. p. C4: "There 
"were two Ualimonic!, that Q. a with onlv 
" pattinfc the tore-finger of his right hand into 
" the niunle of an heaiy gun, n fowiing-jiiece of 
"abaolNXorwven font barrel, did lift up the 
" gun. and bold it not at arms end ; a j^n «1iieb 
"■ibe deponents, though stmng locn, could not. 
" Kfdl buUi haniU, lift up. and hold out. at the 
"bottcndiasisusnaL Indued, one of thrsi. «it- 
*' DMSW WW orcriwrsundcU by wime |rcr»ins to 
"be out of tbe way, u|K<n O. D's. trial; but lie 
" came aftem'ard^ willi Burruw lor bis witmlraw : 
" and g»*« in bis t^Timon]- ; nor were cither of 
" Ibcie witnesses made use of as efidencca in tbe 
"brUL" 

Tbe Rerkner says tbat Mather includi^ the 
•bore |Mra{[an>l> 'i " brackets." tn apprise the 
Rsdtf tbat Ibe eviddicc. lo which il relates, was 
not giren at the trial It is true that the brack- 
ets are found in the Buitun cdiliiin; bot Ibey 
are omitted, in Ihc London cdiiiun, of the same 
jresr, 1S93. If it wiis Ihuught ex|iedient to pre- 
TCDt ttiisunderGtnndiDjt. or preserve tbe appear- 
^^^ ance of faiincss, hert.tXw precaution was not pro- 
^^r Idded for the English reader, He was left lo re- 



the impnnsioo from tbe opening wotda, 
■ mere were twolntim nies." that they were gi»- 
en at llie trial, and to run the luck of haiing It 
i«nioTod by Ihc lattir part of the paragriph. 
The whole Ihlnit ia «> stiitcd as tu myBtify and 
olacure. Tlirro were "(kw" U-sliincinica ; "eB#" 
is said nut to have been pmenird ; and llicn. tbat 
Deillier wa* presented. Tbe readitr, not knowing 
what to uiake of it, is liable lu carry off nothing 
disiinclly. except that, sonieiiow, " tliere wne tes- 
" ti monies" brougiit to bear against Burrougbl ; 
wbtiviis not a syllable of it came befurotheCuDrt. 

Never going out of my way lo criticise Cotton 
Mather, noi breaking tbe thread of my I'tiiiy for 
that purpose, I did not, in my liook, call attenlion 
to this pamgriipb, ns tu its buiring upuu liim, but 
Ibe stiange use tbe IteTiewer has made of it 
Bgiiinst nie, oiiiniielB its eiaminalion. in delail. 

Whal rl^ had Hathtr to immt tbis iviagrapb, 
at all, in his report of tbe trinl of Oeor]|ie Bur- 
roughs t It refers to eilra iudicial atid gralnitoQi 
statements that had nothing to do with Ibe triaT, 
made a month aitcr BurTuughr had luisEed out of 
Court aLd out of the norldl liejond tbe reach of 
all tribunaU and all Hagistnies. It was not true 
that "tiierewere two testi mimics" to the facts 
alkocd, at tkt trial, which, and wbieb alone, 
MaUier was prof(«einK lo repurt. It is not a mU 
Gdent jubliBcaliim, Ihal he contradicted, in tbe ' 
but clause, whal lie PsicI in Ilie first. Thii WM 
one uf Mather's artifices, as a writer, protecting 
biiOself from n*|>oiuLbtliIy, while leaving an im-^ 
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the parngrapb. Upon a earefi>l 
of the pnjwrB on Ble, there ap- 
pear? to have been only out, in support of it. It 
Btands solely on the ungle deposition of Thomas 
Oreenslitt, of the ailecnth of September. 1G83. 
Tbe de|>unent mcntiimi two other |>ersoaa, by 
name, " and some others Ibnt are doid," wbo wit- 
neb^ tliG eipluiC. But Qo evidence wa« given 
by iheiD ; and the Dloxzlc Story, aceording to th« 
[Mpera onfile.itRndsujiontbc deposition of G recn*--> 
lilt al'ine. Tlie jmriigraiih giva the idea th^ 
OiMiHlitt pat himself oni of the way, at tbe thnS 
of the trial of Burronght ; but there is reoxon lo 
liclieVG that be iivcd far down in the eastern 
countTj. andt^ulieequcully cnmeroluularily lo Sa- 
lem, from his distant home, to be present at tbe 
trial of bis muther. The dilution war obtained 
from him in the period bettvcco her condemna- 
tion and ciecuiion. Tbe motives that may bavB 



to pre, Ihc deposition are explained in my book 
lii.^ S98]. Orcenslitt tiates that " the gun wsa of 
" aii-luot barrel or thereabouts." Mather rcporta 
him BSBJiying "abont six or seven foot barreL" 
The Mouuot of the trial of Burroughs, throogbi 
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One uf tlie witncteci, !o the trial of Bridj^ct 
BUbop, related a Tariety of misbaiis, such as the 
fttumpiDg of the ofF-whecl of hi« cart, the break- 
ing of the gears, and a general coming to pieces 
of the harness and vehicle, on one occasion ; and 
bis not Ijeing abK on another, to lift a bag of 
com as ea«l3' as usual ; and he ascribed it all to 
tlie witchery of the Prisoner, blather gires his 
statement, concluding thus : '* 3Ianv otlier pranks 
** of this Bishop this deijouent was ready to tes- 
" tify.'' He endorses every thing, however alwurd, 
especially if resting on siMM-tral evidence, as abso- 
lute, unquestionable, and demonstrated facts. 

Nothing was proved against the moral character 
of Susannah Martin ; and nothing was brought to 
bear U|>on her, but the most ridiculous and shame- 
ful tales of blind suiK^rstition and malignant 
credulity. The extraordinary acumen and force 
of mind, however, exhibited in her defence, to 
the discomfiture of the examining Ma«(istmte8 
and Judges, excited their wrath and that of all 
concerned in the prosecution. Mather finishes 
the account of her trial in these words : ** Note. 
*^ This woman wan one of the most impudent, 
** scurrilous, wicked creatures in the world ; and 
** she did now, throughout her whole trial, dis- 
** cover herself to be such an one. Yet when she 
** was asked what she had to say for herself, her 
'* chief plea was, *■ that she had led a most vinu- 
" * ousand holy life.' '*— Wonden, eet. 126. 

Well might he, and all who acted in bringing 
this remarkable woman to her death, have been 
exasperated against her. She will be remembered, 
in perpetual history, as having risen superior to 
them all, in intellectual capacity, and as having 
utterly refuted the whole system of spectral doc- 
trine, upon which her life and the lives of all the 
others were sacrificed. Looking towards ** the 
"afflicted children," who had sworn that her 
spectre tortured them, the Magistrate asked, 
** How comes your appearance to hurt these ? " Her 
answer was, '' How do I know ? He that appeared 
** in the shape of Samuel, a glorifiiMl Saint, may 
'* appear in any one^s shape.^* 

It is truly astonishing that Mather should have 
selected the name of Elizabetli How, to be held 
up to abhorrence and classed amon the '' >Iale- 
** factors.'* It shows how utterly blinded and 
pervetted he was by the horrible delusion that 
** possessed ^ him. If her piety and virtue were 
of no avail in leading him to pause in as{)crsing 
her memory, by selecting her case to be included 
3n the *' black list** of those reported by 
bim In hit Wcnier$^ one would have thought 
be would have paid some regard to the tea- 
timooy of his clerical brethren and to the fed- 
ings of her relatives, embracing many moit estim- 
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able familieiL 8be wae neerij coenected wilk 
the venerable Minister of Andovcr. Ttwudk Thm^ 
and belonged to the family of JackaoML 

There was, and is, among the pepera, % laifi 
body of evidence in her favor, most weighty and 
decisive, yet Mather mak<s no alloaioii to H wbel- I 
ever: although he must have known of it, frooi 
outside information as wdl as the docnmenti b»- 
fuie him. Two of the most respectable Minktvt 
in the country, Phillips and PavaoB of Rowlej, 
many of her neighbors, men and women, and the 
father of her husliand, ninety-four yean ol agi^ 
testified to her eminent Christian gracea, and por* 
trayed a picture of female centlenen, lovdiaeH, 
and purity, not surpassed m the annala of her 
sex. The two Clergymen exposed and desoon^ 
ed the wickedness of the means that bad been 
employed to bring the stigma of witdiomfk npon 
her good name. Mather not only withbokb all 
this evidence, but speaks with special bittemeM 
of this excellent woman, calling her, over and 
over again, throughout hia whole acoonnt^ **11iia 
'• How.** 

There is reason to ap p re h end that modienMilgr 
was practised upon the Prisoners, eapedany to 
force them to confess^ The ttatementa umde by 
John Proctor, in his letter to the Ministcn^ an 
fully entitled to credit, from hia nnimpeadied 
honesty of character, as well aa from the poritioa 
of the persons addressed. It is not to be unagiB- 
ed, that, at its date, on the twenty-third of Jnlf, 
twelve days before his trial, he would have madi^ 
in writing, such declarations to them, bad tl^j 
not been true. He says that bnital videnoe wan 
used upon his son to induce him to confesa. Ho 
also states that two of the children of Martha Ov- 
rier were *'tied neck and heela, tiU the Mood 
** was ready to come out of their noiea.** Tho 
outrages, thus perpetrated, with all the affri|^ 
ing influences brought to bear, prevailed Ofir 
Carrier's children, borne of them were used aa 
witnesses against her. A little siri, not eig^ 
years old, was made to swear that she waa n 
witch; that her mother, when she waa riz yean 
old, made her so, baptiang her, and compelling 
her '* to set her hand to a mx>k,** and carried her, 
*' in her spirit,*^ to afflict people ; that ho* mother, 
after she was in prison, came to her in the rimpt 
of '*ablack cat;** and that the cat told her il 
was her mother. Another of her dilldrcn testifi- 
ed that he, and still another, % brother, won 
witches. Mid had been present, in epectre^ at 
Witch-sacraments, telling who wen ttun^ and 
where they procured their vrine. AU thb 
the mother bad to hear. 

Thomas Carrier, her husband, had, a year or 
two before, been involved in aco ntro v e i ay aboul 
the boundaries of his lands, hi which hard wofdt 
had passed. The energy of character, to iMk- 
ingly displi^ed by his wife, at her KramfaaHo^ 
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randered her liaUe to iaev MthnoriHw, fa the 
coone of a neigfaliorfaoocl huL The wholelotee 
of angry taperstitioti had been arrmjred ^pim^L 
her; and she became the object of fraiidal. In the 
fonn it then was made to — umr, the hnpatation 
of being a witdi. Her MuiMter, Mr. Dane, m a 
■trong tmd bold letter, in defence of hit parish- 
ionen» many of whom had been aoeoacd, sajrs: 
**11iere was a sospidon of CkMidwife Curier 
"among some of ns, before she was apprefaend- 
" ed, I koow.^ He arers that hehadllivd abcnre 
forty years in AndoTer, and had been mnch con- 
▼ersant with the people, '<at their habiUtioM;** 
that, hearing that some of his people were indin- 
ed to indnlge in soperstitioas storica, and give 
heed to tales of the kind, he preached a Sermon 
against all sach things ; and tut, since that time, 
he knew of no person that eoontenanced pmctices 
oi the kind; condnding his statement in these 
words: **8o far asIhiMl the nnderstanding of 
*' any thing amcmgst ns, do decbic, that I lie- 
*' lieve the reports h»we been scandakMs and nn- 
" jost, neither will bear the ftght** 

Atrodons as were the ontragca eoBMCted with 
the proeecntions, in 1692. none, it appears to mt^ 
equalled tboee committed in the case of Martha 
Carrier. Tlie Magistrates who sat and listened, 
with wondering awe, to such eridencefrom a lit- 
tle diild against her mother, in the p r esence of 
that mother, must bare been bereft, by the bale- 
ful superstitions of the hour, «if all naturil sensi- 
bility. Tliey countenanced a Tiolatioa of feasoo, 
oonunon sense, and the instincts of humanity, too 
horrible to be thought of. 

The unhappy mother fdt it in the deep wi c es s es 
of her strong nature. That trait, in the female 
and maternal heart, whidi, when detdoped, aa- 
sumes a heroic asfiect, was lir(Ni|fat ovt in terriic 
power. She looked to the Maffistnites, after the 
accusing girls had charged her widi having 
" killed tlnrleen at Andover,** with a item brar- 
eiy to which those dignitnries had not been ac- 
customed, and rebukeck them : ** Ic ia a shameful 
" tiling, that you should mind those fc4ks that 
** are out of thdr wits;** and then, turning to the 
aonisers, said, ** You lie, and I am wron g e d .** 
This woman, like all the rest, mK her fate with 
a demeanor that left no room for malice to otter 
a word of disparagement, protesting her inno- 
cence. 3Iather witm^ssed her execution; and in ' 
a memorandum to the report, written in the pro- 
fessed character of an historian, having great 
compassion for '* surviring relatiTea,** calls her a 
*' rampant hag.** 

Bringing young children to swear away the 
life of their mother, was proljaUy fdt by the 
Judges to be too great ashodc upon natural asna- 
ibilities to he risked again, and they were not pro- 
duced at the trial; but Mather, notwithstandnig, 
had no rductanoe to publish the substance of their 



testimony, as what they would liave twora to If 
called upon ; and says they wcfu not put upon the 
stand, because there was evidence ** enough** 
without them. 

8uch were the repoita of those of the triab, 
which had then Uken lAmoB, selected by Mather 
to be put into the W0iiisr§ 0/ tJU IntUtbU 
Wtrld, and thus to be ** boxed about,**~to 
adopt the Reviewer^ interpretation — to strike 
down the * Spectre of Sadduceeism,** that fe, to 
extirpate and bring to an end all doubt* about 
witchcraft and all attempts to stop the prosecu- 



Thia book was written while the proceedings 
at Salem were at theb hdght, during the very 
month in which sixteen persons had l)een sentene- 1 
ed to death and eiffht executed, evidently, from 
its whole tenor, and as the Reviewer admits, f^ 
the purpose of silendng objecton and doubten^ 
Sadducees and V^tch-advocatee, before the meet- 
faig of the Court, by adjournment, in the tint 
week of November, to continue— as theMinlstefB, 
in thdr AdtUB^ expressed it— thdr *' sedulous and 
" assiduous endeavoun to defeat the abominable 
** witchcrafts whidi have been committed in the 
" country .** 

Little did those concerned, in keeping up the 
ddusion and prolonging the scenes in the Salem 
Court-house and on Witdi-hill, dream that the 
curtain was so soon to fall upon the horrid trage- 
dy and confound him who combined, in his own 
person, the functions of Governor, Commander^u 
diief. President of the Coundl, Legislative lead- 
er of tlie General Court, and Chief-iustice of the 
Special Comt, and all his aiders and ahettcna, Uy 
anddcrieal. 

ZIL 

" WOKUEBS OF THB lAVlSlBIJI WOBLD** 
UKD. PASSAGES PBOX TUS '* 
"8CIEKCB.** DfCBXASB MATHXB. 

In addition to the reports of the trials of the 
five '* Malefactors,** as Mather calb them, the 
Wonderi i*f the Inthihle WarU contains mudi 
matter that hel|)s us to ascettain the real opin- 
ions, at th« time, of its author, to whidi justice 
to him, and to all, requires me to ask attention. 
The passages, to lie quoted, will occupy some 
room; but they will repay the reading, in the 
light they shed upon the manner in which such 
sulvjecto were treated in the most accredited liter- 
ature, and infused into the public mind, at that 
day. The style of Cotton Mather, while open to 
the aitidsms generally made, is lively snd at- 
tractive; and, for ita ingenuity of expreasioti and 
frequent felidty of illustration, often quite le- 
frediing. 

The work was written under a sense of the ne- 
cessity of mainUining the podtion faito whi<^ 
the Government of the Province had lieen led, by 
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■o toddeoly uid twMj orguiiiof 11m Spccitl 
C mrt and poUiog it upon iU Uoodj work, at 
Mem ; and tbii could only be done br reoew- 
ing and fortifying tbe popular oooTktion, tbat 
iuch procecdinga were necenary, and oogbt to be 
rigorously prosecuted, and all Sadduceettm, or 
oppotiUon to tbem, put down. It wascmcjally 
necessary to reconcile, or obscure into inaislinct- 
nesa, certain conflicting theories tbat bad more 
or less currency. " I do n<«t beliere,*" says Math- 
er, *' tbat the procreM of Witchcraft among us, 
** is all the plot which the Deril is managing in 
* * the Witchcraft now upon ua. It is judged tbat 
** the Devil raised the storm, whereof we read in 
«* the eighth Chapter uf Matthew, on purpose to 
** overset the little vessel wherein tbe aisaples of 
** our Lord were embarked with him. And ft 
** may be feared that, in tbe Horrible Tempest 
'* which is now upon ourselvca, tbe design of the 
" Devil is to sink that ha|ipy Settlement of Gor- 
** emment, wherewith Almighty God basgracioos- 
** ly inclined their Majeities to favor ua.^— TTm- 
der$^ p. 10. 

He then proceeds to compliment Sir William 
Phips, alluding to bis ** continually venturins 
**his all,** that ia, in looking after affairs and 
fighting Indians in the eastern parts; to a|>plaud 
Stoughton as '* admirably accomplished ^ for his 
place; and continues as follows : ''OurCouncel- 
*' lours are some of our most eminent persons, and 
" as loyid to the Crown, as hearty lovers of their 
''country. Our Constitution also is attended 
' ' with sin^lar privileges. All which things are 
* ' by the Devil exceedingly envied unto usw Anc* 
'* the Devil will doubtless take tbb occasion for 
*' the raising of such complaints and clamors, as 
'*may be of pernicious consequence unto some 
'* part of our present Settlement, if he can so far 
** impose. But that, wbidi most of all threat- 
'* ens us, in our present drcumstancea, is the mis- 
*' understandings, and so, the animositiea, where- 
*< into tbe Witchcraft, now raging, has enchant- 
*' ed us. The embroiling, fint, of our Spirits, 
**and then, of our afifairs.** **I am sure, we 
*< shall be worse than brutes, if we fly upon one 
<* another, at a time when tbe floods of Belial 
" are upon us.** '* Tbe Devil has made us Uke 
'* a troubled sea, and the mire and mud begins 
** now also to heave up apace. Even sood and 
** wise men suffer themselves to fall into their 
'* paroxysms, and the sluike which tbe Devil is 
«*now giving us, fetches up the dirt which be- 
** fore lay still at the bottom of our sinful hearts. 
"If we allow the mad dogs of Hell to poison 
** us by biting us, we shall imagine that we see 
*' notldng but such things about ua, and like sudi 
*' things, fly upon all that we see.** 

After deprecating tbe animoaitiea and clamors 
that were threatening to drive himself and bis 
friends from po^er, he makea a strenoous appeal 
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to petaevere in tat witc 

<* Wa are to unite in our cndenTonn to dattfv 
'« our distressed ncigfabonlkoM tiit bonibk M- 
** ncjranoea and molestaliona wlicnwilb n diind 
'* ful witchcraft ia now p ei aecutln g of thf ■ 
" To have an hand in a^y tiling tbnl tmj itilt 
" or obstruct a regular detection of thot wil^ 
*' craft, ia what we may wdl with an bo|y km 
«• avoid. Their MaJesUca good sobjccCanHMt not 
*' every day be torn to piecea by bofrid nJtc^M^ 
** and those bloody felona be kft whoQy vnprao- 
** ecuted. Tbe witcbcrmft is n bosineaathoft wlB 
" not be abamnicd, without plunging na into aom 
"plaguea, and of long eontinoanoo. Bnl iSb/m 
*' we are to unite in such metboda for tliia dalh^ 
*' eranoe, aa may be unqnestioQaUly aafa^ kol tlM 
*' latter end be worse than the beginning. And 
"here, what ^balllai^t Iwill Tentora to«y 
'* thua much. That we are aafe, when we mokt 
*' just as much use of all advioe from the inriri- 
••ble 
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world, aa God aenda it for. It ia n nft 
*'prindple, tbat when God Almighty poiuili 
any q>irit8, from the nnaeen iM^iona^ to viait na • 
with sorprishig informationa, theiniatlMn awna 
thing to be enquired after; we are thn to «b- 
** quire of one another, what caoae tbm ia lor 
**auchtbingat The peculiar government of God, 
<' over the unbodied Intelligcnoee, ia n aofllcicBl 
' ' foundation for thia principle. When thefe hm 
*' been a murder committed, an apparition of the 
** slain party accusing of any man, ahhoQgh 
auch apparitiona have oftencr apoke troe then 
false, IS not enough to convict the man aa gnil> 
ty of that murder; but yet it ia a aoiBGient oe- 
'* casion for Magistrates to make a pertiailar <b- 
**quiry whether such a man Imve afforded a^j 
<• ground for auch* an accusation.** — /^^ 1S» 

He goes on to apply thia principle to Uie apofr- 
tree of accused persons, seen by the " afBicted,** 
as constitutii^ auflkaent ground to inatitote pro- 
ceedinss against the persona thua aocnaed. Af- 
ter modifying, apparently, thispoaitk>n, altboo^ 
in language so obscure aa to leave Ua w*^«^ 
quite uncertain, he says: "I was going to make 
** one venture more ; that ia, to oflfer aome safSe 
** rulea, for the flnding out of the witches^ wliich 
'* are to this day our accursed trooblers: botthie 
'* were a venture too preaumptuoua and IcariaA 
"for me to make. Heave tbat unto thoaeEk- 
ccUent and Judicious persona with whom I 
am not wortby to be numbered: All that lahall 
do, shall be to lay before my readers, a brief 
'* synopsis of what baa been written on that aob- 
*' ject, by a Triumvirate of aa eminent peraona m 
•« have ever handled it.**— A^ If. 

From neither of them, Perkina» Gaule and 
Bernard, aa he dtea them, can qiedfic aotboritar 
be olitained for the admiasion of apeobal tan> 
mony, aa offered by aocuaingwitneaaea, not them 
adveaoonfetringwitdiea. TbetidrdRokbatftrilh 
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Qted to Perkim, and the fifth of Bernard, app^ 
to persons confctsinii; the crime of witchcraft, and, 
after confession, giving eridence affecting an- 
•other person — ^tlie former considering sndi evi- 
dence *' not soffident for condemnation, Imt a 
*' fit |>resumption to canse a strait examination; ^ 
the latter treating it as snfllcient to conTict a 
fellow witch, that is, anotlicr person also accused 
of being in ** league with Uie Devil.** Bernard 
apecifies, as the kind of evidence, suflkient for 
convictiun, such witnesses might give : " If tbcj 
'*can make good the truth of tbeir witness and 
**give sufficient proof of it; as that they have 
** seen them with their Spirits, or that thcj have 
** received Spirits from them, or that thej can tdl 
** when they used witchery-tricks to do hana, or 
'* that they told them what harm they had done, 
** or that they can show the mark upon them, or 
*' that they have been together in their meetings or 
•'aachlike.'' 

Hather remarks, in connection with his synop- 
sis of these Rules : * * They are consideralile thmgs, 
** which I have thus related.*' Those I have par- 
ticulariy noticed were enough to let in a large 
part of the evidence given at the Salem triab— 
in many respects, the most effective and formida- 
ble part — striking the Jury and Court, as well as 
^ people, with an *'awe,'* which rendered no 
other evidence necessaiy to overwhelm the mind 
and secure conviction. The Prisoners tliemselves 
were amazed and astounded by it. Mr. Hale, in 
his account of the prooeedmgs, says: '* Wlien 
** George Burrouglis was tried, seven or eight of 
*' the confessors, severally called, said, they knew 
** the said Burroughs; and saw him at a Wltdi- 
*' meeting at the Village; and heard him exhort 
** the com|)any to puU down the Kingdom of 
"God and set up the Kingdom of tl^ Devil. 
*' He denied all, yet said he justified the Judges 
" and JU17 in coni(emning him ; because there 
** were so many positive witnesses against him ; 
** but said he died by false witnesses.** Mr. Hide 
proceeds to mention this fact : '* I seriously spake 
'* to one that witnessed (of his exhorting at the 
"Witch-meeting at the Village) saying to her; 
** *Tou are one that bring this man to death: if 
" 'you have charged any thing upon him that is 
" 'not true, recall it before it be too late, while he 
" ' is alive.* She answered me, she had nothingto 
" charge herself with, upon that account.** 

I^Iather omita this circumstance in copying Mr. 
Hale*8 narrative. It has always been a my^eiy, 
what led the "accusing girls** to cry out, as 
they aft<*rwards did, against Mr. Hale*s wife. 
Perhaps this ex|X>stulation with one of their wit 
nesses, awakened their suspicions. They alwajra 
struck at every one who appeared to be waver- 
ing, or in the least disposed to question the eor- 
rectneas of what was going on. The statement 
<ft Mr. Hde shows how effectual and de str uctive 



the evidence, authorised bj Bemard*s book, 
and it also provca how imjust, to the Judges and 
^lagistrates, is the charge made upon them by the 
Reviewer, that they disregarded and riolated the 
advice of the Ministers. In admitting a species 
of evidence, wholly §|)ectral, which was fatal, 
more than any other, to the Prisoners, they fol- 
lowed a rule laid down by the very authors 
whose "directions** the Ministers, in their ilk- 
rief, written by ** Mr. Mather the younger,** 
enjoined upon them to follow. It is noticsble, 
by the way, that, in that document, they left 
Gaule out of tlie " triumvirate;** Mather finding 
nothing in his book to justify the admission of 
spectral testimony. 

He urges the force of the evidence, from con- 
fessions, with aH possible eamestneti. 

"One would think all the rules of imder- 
"standing human affiairs are at an end, if after 
"so many most voluntary harmonioua oonfes> 
"sions, made by intelligent persons, of all ages, 
"in sundiy towns, at several times, we must not 
" lielieve the main strokes, wherein those confes- 
" sions all agree.** — Big* S. 

He continues to press the point thus: ''If 
" the Devils now can strike the minds of men 
" with any poisons of so fine a composition and 
"operation, that scores of innocent people shall 
" unite, in confessions of a crime, which we see 
"actually committed, it is a ihing prodigious, 
" beyond the wonders of the former ages ; and it 
" threatens no less tlum a sort of a dissolution 
"upon the world. Now, by these confewona, 
" it is agreed, that the Devil has made a dreadful 
'*knot of witches in the country, and bj the 
"help of witches has dreadfully increased that 
" knot; that these witches have driven a trade of 
"commissioning their confederate spirits, to do 
" all sorts of mischiefs to the neighlx>r8, where- 
"u|K)n there have ensued such mischievous oon- 
" sequences upon the bodies and estates of the 
** neighborhood, as could not otherwise be ac- 
'* counted for; yea, that at prodigious Witch- 
"mf>ctipgs the wretches have proceeded so far 
" as to concert and consult the methods of root-' 
" ing out the Christian religion from this conn- 
' ' try, and setting up, instead of it, perhaps a more 
"gross Diabolism, than ever the world saw Yt^ 
" fore. And yet it will be a thing little riiort of 
"miracle, if, in so spread a business as this, the 
" Devil should not get in some of his juggles, to 
" confound the discovery of all the rest.** 

In the last sentence of the foregoing passage, 
we see an idea, which Mather expressed in several 
instances. It amounts to this. Suppose the Devil 
does ** sometimes** make use of the spectre of an 
innocent |)er8on — he does it for the purpose of 
destroying our faith in that kind of evidenoe, 
and leading ua to throw it all out, thereby "coo- 
founding the disooveiy** of those ctses hi 
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which, m ordinarflT, he oiaket use of the spectres 
of his guiltjr coDfcdcniteSi and, in eifect, shelter- 
ing *'h11 the rest," that is, the uliolc Ixidy of 
those who are the willing and covenanted sub- 
jects of his diHbolical kingdom, from dettt-tion. 
He sajt : ** Tlie witclies liave not only intimated, 
'* but some of them acknowledged, that they have 
** plotted the repn-sentations of innocent persons 
** tc» c«)ver and shelter themselves in their witch- 
'* crafts." 

He further suggests — for do other puriioMs it 
would seen), tlian to reconcile us to tlie uu- of 
such evidence, even though it may, in ** rare and 
*' extraonlinnry *' instances, bear against innocent 
persons, scarcely, however, to be apprehended, 
" when nifltters come before civil judicature** — 
that it may Ix; the divine will, that, occasionally, 
an innocent ])erKon fnay he cut off: *' Who of us 
" can exactly state how /ar our God may, for our 
** chastisement, |>eiuiit the Devil to proceed in 
** such an abuse ? ** He then alludes to the meet- 
ing of Ministers, under his father^s auspices, at 
Cambridge, on the first of August ; qutites with 
approval, the result of the **Discoui>e,** then 
held ; and immediately proceeds: *' It is rare and 
"extraordinary, for an honest Nalnith to have 
'* his life itself sworn away by two children of 
'* Belial, and yet nn infringement hereby made 
*' on the Rectoral Righteousness of our eternal 
" Sovereign, whose judgments are a great deep, 
'* and who givc« none account of his matters.** 
— Page 9, 

The amount of all this is, tliat it is so rare and 
extraordinary for the Devil to assume the s|iectral 
sha])e of nn innoctnt person, that it is best, 
** when,*' as his expiession is, in another place, 
**the public sufity makes an exigency,** to re- 
ceive and act u|>on such evidence, even if it 
should lead to the conviction of an innocent |)er- 
son — a thing so seldom liable to occur, and, in- 
deed, Imrely jKissible. The procedure would lie 
but carrying out the divine *' iieniiission.** and a 
fulfilment of <Mhe Rectoral Righteousness** of 
Him, whose councils are a great deep, not to l)e 
accounted for to, or by, ns. 

In summing up what the witches had lieon do- 
ing at Sideni Vilhige, during the pnnu ding Sum- 
mer, Matliersays: •*The Devil, exhibiting him- 
'* self ordinal ily as a small black man. has decoy- 
** cd a fearful knot of proud, froward, ignorant, 
"envious and maruhius creatures to list them- 
I ''selves in his horrid service, by entering tlieir 
** names in a lMH»k, by him tendeied unto them.** 
** That they, each of them, have their spectr«t 
**or Devils, commissioned by them, and repre- 
**senting them, to Ix; the engines of their mal- 
'* ice.** He enumerates, as facts, all the state- 
pientsof the ** afflicted** witnesses and confess- 
ing witches, as to the horrible and monstrous 
thugs perpetrated by the tpectm of the accused 



parties; and he apnlauda the Ooaif^ tcetHyiag to 
the soccessful ana hem fidal ifsoe of its procMd- 
inss. '*Oor honorable Jodgea have need, as 
** Judges have heretofore done, the spectnd efi- . 
*' dence, to introduce their further enquiriet into | 
**the lives of the persons aocnsed; and tb^ 
''have. tliereuiMin, ijy the wonderful Providcsee 
'* of Gild, lM:en so stnngthened with other efi- 
'* dence^ that some of the Witch-gang have been 
*' fairiy executed. **^Ar^ 4i, 4S. 

The languace of. Cotton Hat her, as applied to 
those who had suffered, as witches^ " a fearful 
** knot of proud, frowarid. ignoiant, eoTioiiaaod 
*' malicious creatures— a Witehgang,** — h rather 
hard, as coming from a Mini»4er who, at the Be- 
viewer asserts, had officiated in their death soeoc^ 
witnessed their devout and Christian expresrioos 
and de|x>rtroent, and been thdr comforter, oob- 
soler, counsellor and friend. 

The dissatisfaction that pervaded tlie piiblk 
mind, alxint the time of the last ezecatioDa at 
Salem, which Phi]js describes, was so aerions, 
that both the Mathers were called in to allay it. 
The father also, at the request of the IfinitteiB, 
wrote a book, entitled, Caeee of Coftenence, cmi- 
eemififf Evil Spirits. jwiOMititifffkjeu^ Witekertift»^ 
<£e., the general drift of which is against qieciral 
evidence. He says: '* 8|peetrcs are Devils^ in the 
*'sha|>e of pei^ons, either living or dead.** 
Speaking of bewitched peii^ins, he says: ** What 
** they affirm, concerning others, is not to be ta- 
*' ken for eridence. Whence luid tliey this an- 
*' pematural sight! It must needs be either from 
'* Heaven or from Hell. If frc»m Heaven (as 
** Elblia*8 servant and Balaam*s ass could discern 
''Angels) let their testimony lie received. But 
'* if tliey had this knowledge from Hell, though 
"there may possibly lie truth in m-hat they af- 
*'firm, they are not legal witnesses: for the 
'* Law of God allows «)f no revelati(« from any 
*' other Spirit but himself, /mi. tiii. 19, It is a 
"sin against God, to make use of the DeviPs 
" help to know that which cannot be otherwise 
"known; and I testify against it, as a great 
"transgression, which may justly provoke the 
" Holy One of Israel, to let loose Devils on the 
" whole land. Lvke, it, SS,** 

After referring to a couple of writers on the 
subject, the very next sentence is this: "Al- i 
"though the DeviFs accusations may be so far 
" regarded as to cause an enquiry into the truth 
" of things, Johy i. 11, 12, and Vt. 5, 6; yet not 
" so as to be an evidence or ground of cooTic- 
"tion." 

It ap|)ean(, therefore, that Increase Mather, 
while writing with much force and apparent ina- 
hemence against spectral evidence, still in reaUty 
countenanced its introduction, as a basis of '* tm- 
"quiry into the truth of things,** welsminaiy 
to other evidence. This waa> after all^ to Metba 



form of tboiiglit of tboM writen, letting the 
Defil into tlie cue; mnd that was cnoogli, from 
the natnre of thinga, in the then state of wild 
sopcntttion and the blind delnsions of the pop- 
ular mind, to give to spectral evidence the con- 
trolling sway it had in the Salem trials, and 
would ncceg oa rily have, ercrj where, when intro- 
duced at alL 

In a Postscript to Ouet of CcmteUnee, Increase 
Mather says that he hears that ** some hare taken 
** up a nodon,** that there was something contra- 
dictory between his views and those of hia 
son, set forth in the Wmtdtrt of (JU IntitSHU 
World. '*Tis strange that sn<m imaginationa 
' ' should enter into the minds of men.** He goes 
on to say he had read and approved of his son*s 
book, liefore it was printed; and falls liack, as 
both of them always did, when prcsfied, upon 
the Adtko of the Ministers, of the fifteenth of 
June, in which, he says, they concurred. 

There can be no manner of doubt that the 
** strange ^ opinion did prevail, at the time, and 
has ever since, that the father and son did enter- 
tain very different sentiments about the Sidem 
proceedings. The precise form of that differ- 
ence is not easily ascertained. The feelings, so 
natural and proper, on both sides, bdonginff to 
the relation they sustained to each other, 1^ them 
to preserve an appearance of harmony, especially 
in whatever was committed to the press. Then, 
again, the views tliey each entertained were in 
themselves so inconsistent, that it was not diffi- 
cult to persuade themselves that they were sub- 
stantially similar. There was much in the fath- 
er, fur the son to revere : there was much in the 
son, for the father to admire. Besides, the hab- 
itual style in which they and the Ministers of 
that day indulged, of saying and unsaying, on 
the same |jage — putting a proposition and then 
linking to it a countervailing one— covered their 
tracks to each other and to themselves^ This is 
their apology ; and none of them needs it more 
than Cotton Mather. He nas singularly blind 
to logical sequence. With wonderful power over 
language, he often seems not to appreciate the 
import of what he is saying ; and to this defect, 
it is agreeable to think, much, if not all, that 
has the aspect of a want of fairness and even 
truthfulness, in his writings, may be' attributed. 

As associate Ministers of the same congrega- 
tion, it was desirable for the Mathers to avoid be- 
ing drawn into a conflicting attitude, on any mat- 
ter of importance. Drake, however, in his Hutorff 
of BoUotif (p. 545.) says that tJiere was supposed, 
at the formation of the New North Church, in 
that place, in 1712, to have been a jealousy be- 
tween them. There were, indeed, many points of 
dissimilarity, as well as of similarity, in their cul- 
ture, experience, manners, and ways; and men 
ooBverMmt with them, at the time^ may have 



noticed a difference in their jndgmcnta and ex- 
pressioos, relating to the witchcraft affair, of 
which no knowledge has come to us, except the 
fact, that it was so underrtood at the time. 

Cotton Mather brought all his aliilitv to bear 
in preparing the Wondin of tho Imthifis World. 
It is marked throuffhont by his peculiar genius^ 
and constructed with great ingenuity and elab- 
oration ; but it was '* water spilt on the ground.** 
So far as the end, for wliidi it was designed, is 
regarded, it died before it saw the light 

znL 

THE COUIKT OF OTKS AHD TBUMDVEB BROUOBT 
TO A SUDDEN ESIX sn^WIfXIAM PHIPS. 

When Sir William Phips went to the eastward, 
it was expected that his absence would be pro- 
longed to the twelfth of October. We cannot 
tell exactly when he returned; probably some 
days before the twelfth. Writmg on the four- 
teenth, he sa3*s, that before any application waa 
made to him for tlie purpose, he had put a stop 
to the proceedings of the Court. He probably 
signified, informally, to the Judges, ttiat tli^ 
must not meet on the day to m*hich they had ad- 
icurned. Brattle, writing on the eighth, had not 
heard any thing of the kind. But the Rev. Sam- 
uel Torrey of Weymouth, who was in full sympa- 
thy with the prosecutors, had heard of it on the 
seventh, as appeara by this entiy in Sewall*s 
Diary : " Oct. 7*^, 1692. Mr. Torrey seems to be 
" of opinion, that the Court of Oyer and Termin- 
" er should go on, regulating any thins that may 
'* have 1>een amiss, when certainly found to be so.** 

Sewall and Stoughton were among the princi- 
pal friends of Torrey ; and he, prol)ably, had 
learned from them, Pljip8*s avowed purpose to 
stop the proceedings of the Court, in the witdi- 
craft matter. The Court, however, was allowed 
to sit, in other cases, as it held a trial in Boston, 
on the tenth, in a capital case of the ordinary 
kind. The purpose of the Governor gradually 
became known. Danfoiith, in a conversation 
with Sewall, at Cambridge, on the fifteenth, ex- 
pressed the opinion that the witchcraft trials ought 
not to proceed any further. 

It u not unlikely that Phipa, while at the east- 
wsrd, had received some comumnication that 
hastened his return. lie describes the condition 
of things, as he found it. We know that the 
lives of twenty people had been taken away, one 
of them a Minister of the O.ispcl. Two Ministen 
had been accused, one of them the Pastor of the 
Old South Church ; the name of the other is not 
known. A hundred were in prison ; about two 
hundred more were under accusation, indnding 
some men of great estates in Boston, the mother^ 
in-law of one of the Judges^ Corwln, and a mem- 
ber of the funily of Incrnie Mather, although, « 



Im my, fa M w^ ralatod to Mm. A Magis- 
trate, who wat a nenlier of the Home of Ammh 
Utj, had fled for hMUf«^; and Pbipst tnittod aa 
?al oommaiider, a man of high standing in the 
Cbnich and in auciety, as well as in the serriee, 
after having Ijeen cuomiitted to Jail, had eMsiicd 
to parts wuuiown. More than all, the Oortm- 
or*s wife had been cried oat upon. We can eas- 
ily imagine hia nlate of mind. 8ir William Phi|)a 
was noted for the sodden Tiolence of bis tcmptf. 
Mather says that he sometimes ** shciwed dioler 
" cnuQgh.** Hvtchinsoo sajs that * * he mae uf a 
** benerolent, friendly dis|ioeition; at the same 
'* time quick and passionate ; ^ and, in illostratioB 
of the latter qualities, he relates that he got into 
a fisticnff light witli the Collector of the Port, on 
the whaif , handling him severely ; and that, hav- 
ing high words, in the street, with a Captain of 
the Royal NaTv, ** the Governor made ose o* his 
'* cane and Iwoke Short*s head."" When his La- 
dy told her stijry to him, and |iictored the whole 
scene of the ** strsnge ferment ^ in the domestic 
andsodal drdcsof Boston and throoglioat the 
ctmntry, it was well for tlie Cbief-justioe, the 
Judges, sod |Nsilia|M his own Ministen, that thcj 
were not within the reach of those "Mows,** 
with whids as Mather informs us, in tlie Lift •/ 
Fhip9, the rough sailor was wont, when the gusts 
of passion were pferailing, to *' chastise inavili- 
** ties,** without reference to time or place, rank 
or station. 

But, as was his wont, the storm of wrath soon 
subsided; hb purpose, however, under the tar- 
cumstanom, as brave as it was wise and just, was, 
as the rifsolt showed, unalterable. He communi- 
cated to the Judges, |)crB(»nally, that th^ must 
sit no more, at Sak'm or cUeTvbere, to try cases of 
witchcraft; and that no more arrests must be 
made, on that diarge. 

Mather's book, all ready as it was for the 
press, thus liecanie labor thrown away. It was 
not only rendered nselen for the |>orpose desir- 
ed, but a most serious difficulty obstructed its 
publication. Pbips forbade the ''iirintinff of 
"any discounes, one way or another;^ ana the 
W0nd€r9 had inctirix>rated in it some Sermons, 
impresnated, through and through, with com- 
bustible matter, in Phips*s view, likely to kindle 
an inextinguiahable flame. 

All that could be done was to keep still, in thei 
hope that lie would liecome more malleable. Li 
the meanwhile, public business railed him away, 
perha))S to Rhode Island or Connecticut, from 
the eighteenth to the twenty-wventh of Octdl*^. 
In his absence, whether in oinscqucncc (»f move- 
ments he had put in train, or solely from what 
had become known of his views, the circumstance 
occurred which is tlius rdated in ScwalFs Diary — 
the Legislature was then in Session: **Oct. M, 

IflML A diU is sent in about Galling a ¥M and 
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*« Qmvocaiion of Minsleffi, that M^be kd iB tkn 
"ri^way, astotheWltchcinflii The teaao^ 
'* and manner of doing it, ia soch, that the Govt 
«* of Oyer and TcrBMMr ooonttheBidvVB thai^ 
••dismissed. St nca ft SS.yeaa to the BOL 
"Gspt. Bradstrect, and Lieut Tree, Wm. Hntdn 
" ins, and several other interested peisoBa* hi the 
••aflkmativaL*' 

The course of Nathaidd SaltonetaH, of Bcr- 
erhiU, and the action in the Lrgishtnre of the 
persona here named, entitle the Merrimac towns 
of Essex-county to the credit of having nada 
the first poUic and effectual resistanoe to tilt 
fanaticism and p eraecu ti ona of lfl99. 

The panage of this Bill, m the House of Bcp- 
resentativea, shows how the public miBd hnd 
been diangcd, dnoe the June SeasloB. Dudkj 
Bradstreet was a Magistrate and member fnm 
Andover, aeii of the old Governor, and, with Ui 
wife, had found safety from pfosccution by fli^; 
Heniy True, a member from Salisboiy, was aoB- 
in-law of Mary Bradboiy, who had beeen oob- % 
demned to death ; Samnd Uutdiins, (inadvert- 
ently called '* Wbl,** by Sewall) waa a member 
from Haverhill, and connected by marriage with 
a family, three of whom were tried forthdrlivci^ 
Sewall saj'S there were ' * several other** membenof 
the House, interested in like manner. This sbowa 
into what high dreles the accuaers had stradE. 

It appears, by the same Diary, that.on the 
twenty-seventh. Cotton Mather preadied the 
Thursday Lecture, from J«ut€9 i, 4- The d^ of 
trial was then upon him and his f dlow-actore ; 
and patiencewasincnlcatedasthedutyofthehovr. 

The Diary relates that at a meeting of the 
Coundly on the twenty-dghth, in the afternoon, 
Sewall, *' defdred to have the advice of the Gov- 
*' einor and Coondl, as to the sitting of the Court 
" of Oyer and Terminer, next week; said, should 
** move it no more ; great silence prevailed,- an tf 
'* should say, Do not go.** 

The entry d<ies not state whether Phipa wna 
present; as, however, the time fixed for hia re- 
cent brief absence had expired, probably he wan 
in his teat The following mishap, described W 
Sewall, as occurring that di^, perhaps detained 
the Deputy-governor: ** Oct, 28. Lt CkW, com- 
ing over the cans^, iat by reason of the hi^ 

tide, so wet, that is fain to go to bed, tOlsenda 

for dry dothes to Dorchester.** 

The ** great silence** was significant of the em- 
barrassmcnt in whidi they were placi'd, and tteir 
awe of the '* cholcr ** of the Governor. 

The Diary gives the following account of tlie 
Se««on the next day, at which, (as Sewell infonna 
us,) the Lii'Utenant-govemor waa not present : * 
*' Oct. 29. Mr. Russel asked, whether the Coort 
*'of Oyer and Terminer ahonld dt, ezpresdi^ 
** some fear of inconvenience by its ftdl. Qofw- 
*'wNrsdd^ii mart fan.'* 
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nrat-died tiit Oonit of Ojer md TermiMr. Iti 
friendt cherished, to the Ust, the ho|)e that 8ir 
WiniuQ mi^t he pUcated, and poMibljr again 
broBicht under control; bat it ranished, wlien 
the emphatic and retolate words, reported by 
Bewail, were ottered. 

The flrmneie and force of character of the 
Ooremor are worthy of all praise. Indeed, the 
illiterate and impulsive sailor has placed him- 
self, in history, far in front of all the honored 
Judges and learned DiTinea, of his day. Nut 
one of them penetrated the whole matter as he 
JUd« when his attention was fully turned to it, and 
Ids jfeelings enlisted, to decide, courageoui^ly and 
righteously, the question before him. He saw 
that no life was safe while tlie evidence of the 
'* afllicted persons** was received, '* either to the 
"oommitting or trying** of any ])ersons. lie 
thus broke Itbrough the meshes which had lM»uod 
Judges and Ministers, the miters of lioolcs and 
the makers of laws ; and swept the whole fabric 
of ** spectral testimony ^ awa.v, whether as mat- 
ter of "enquiry** and "presumption,** or of 
"conviction.** The shi|)-osri)enter of the Ken- 
nebec laid the axe to the root of the tree. 

The following extract from a letter of 8ir 
IHDiam Pbips, just put into my hands, and for 
whidi I am indebted to Mr. Ooodell, Bul)6tan- 
tiates the conclusions to which I have been led. 

" Oatemor Phipi to ths Lord$ of the Commit' 
tee of Tntde and Plantation, 3 ApHl, 1693. 

" Mat rr plbase tour Loriwhips : 

"I have intreated M'BIathwayfe to lay 
before your Lordshi|)s several letters, wherein 
I have given a particular account of my stop- 
ping a supposed witchcraft, which had proved 
fatall to many of their Mnj**** good subjects, 
had there not )>een a sfieedy end putt thereto ; 
for a stop putt to the proceedings against such 
as were accused, hath caused the thing itself 
to 
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This shows that, addressing officially his Home 
Government, he assumed the resiionsibility of 
having "stopped and put a s|)cc»dy end to the 
" proceedings; ** that he had no great faith in 
the doctrines then received touching the reality 
of witchcraft ; and that he was fully convinced 
that, if he haid allowed the trials to go on, and 
the inflammation of the public mind to be kept 
up by " discourses,** the blooJy tragedy would 
have been prolonged, and " proved fatal to many 
"good** people. 

There are two men — ^neither of them belong- 
ing to the class of scholars or Divines ; both of 
them guided by common sense, good feeling, and 
a ooursgeous and resolute spirit— who tstand 
alone, in the scenes of the witdicraft delusions. 
Kathaioel Saltonstall, who left theCoundl and 
the Courts the da^ the Ministen* ^etM, togo on 



with the pmsecotiona, was reeHved, and nevw: 
appeared again until that Adtiee was abandoned 
and reimdiated : and Sir William Prits, who 
stamped it out Itemath hb feet. 

But how with Cotton Mat1ier*s Book, the Won- 
dtre of the Invieihle Wortdf On the eleventh of 
Octolier, Stoughton and Bewail signed a paper, 
printed in the book, \f>. SS,"] endorsing its contimts, 
esprt ially att to '* matters of f HCt and evidence** 
and the '* methods of conviction used in the pro- 
" cte«lings of the Court at Sakni.** The certifi- 
cate reiieats the form of words, so often used in 
connection with the book, that it was written ** st 
"the direction of His Excellency the Governor,** 
without, as in all cases, s|)ecifying who, whether 
Phi|)s or Stoughton. was the Governor referred to. 
As all the JucTges were near at hand, and as the 
certificate related to the proceedings 1>efore them, 
is is quite observable thnt fmly the two mention- 
ed signed it. Sa they were present, in the pri- 
vate conference, with Cotton Mather, at the honse 
of one of tliem, on the twenty-second of Sep- 
tember, when its preimration for publication 
was finally arranged, they could not well avoid 
signing it. Tlic times wei-e critical; and the 
rest of the Judges, knowing the Govcmofs feel- 
ings, tliouj^ht Iiest not to ap|>ear. Of the three 
other persons, at that conference, llathome, it \h 
true, was a Judge of that Coui t, but it is doubt- 
ful whether he often, or ever, took his seat as 
such; besides, he was too experienced and 
cautious a public man, unnecessarily to put his 
hand to such a paper, when it was known, as it 
was probably to him, that Sir William Phips had 
foi bidden publications of the kind. 

Tliere is snother curious document in the Wtm- 
dere — a letter from Stoughton to Mather, high- 
ly applauding tlie book, in which he acknowl- 
edges his particular obligations to him lor writ- 
ing it, as " more neariy and highly concerned** 
than others, considering his place* in the Court, 
expressing in detail his sense of the great value 
of the work, " at this juncture of time,** and con- 
cluding thus: " I do thcrefc»re make it my par- 
" ticulnr and earnest Requet^t unto you, that, as 
" soon as may be, you will commit the same un- 
" to the press, accordingly.** It is signed, with- 
out any official title of distinction, simply " WiLi<- 
"lAM SroucnTON.** and is without date. 

It is singular, if Phi|>s was the iierson who 
requested it to Ijc written and was the "Ex- 
" cellency ** who authorized its publication, that 
it was left to William Stoughton to " request** 
its lieing put to press. 

The foregoing examination of dates and facta 
seems, almost, to eoni|)el the crnclusion, to be 
drawn also from bis letter, that Sir William Phips 
really had nothing whatever to do i(*ith procur- 
ing the preparation or sanctioning the publica- 
tion of the Wondere qf tks InpieHU World, 



Tbe nnw b tnie u to tbc Trqont In ^ Hlnli- 
ton, for tlidr ^iIiim, dated tbe flrieeoth of Jium; 
It ITM ** laid In-fore the Jadgc*;" and waa. un- 
doubted!]', am|K)DMtoa>ia)i|>1icatinDfn)nitlien. 
Having, »ei7 IminniierlT, it niuit be <-onfuaed, 
siTen the nbnlc niHttrr of tlie trinU over tn 
Btoughtiio. and liriiif; tnaroKi'd in otiier affaiia, 
it u uailc likclj' tliat hr knew bat little of uriiat 
bad rn-cn cuing on, until bit return froM the 
eaitiTBrd, in Ortober. And hia frequent and 
long alnrncra. ImTJng Btiinf;liton,>OQiuchof Ibe 
tfnir, wilh all Ihc Innctiomi and lltlr* of Oor- 
emur di-volvcd n|Kiii bim, led In <|iMkins of tbc 
latter ub " Hi» Ei.'ellency." When bvanng thk 
title and ncting aa Oovcmnr, for the linie Iwing, 
the CJiief-juHlicc, with llie lude Jndsca— all of 
thcin meuliera of the Conndl, auA le nnmb«r 
meeting the itqulrLHimt in the Charter for • 
qnorum, sercn— mij- have been comidcted, aa 
anlalnnlially, "The OoTeinor and Conndl." 

Thinking it mote than prolwble that, in tbia 
way, great wronji baa been dime to the meiuory 
of an bontit and niible-benrtcd man, [have en- 
deaT[in?il to set things in Ibcir (rue liftiit. Ttie 
penjlexicies. Jiarty entanglement !<, pvrsiinal coUU- 
iciru, and engrnmbi); cans tbat alMorbed th« at- 
tcniion of Sir Williiioi Pbipi, during the brief 
renuinder of bis life, nnd tbe little intcrect he 
felt ill euch thing*, iin-voited bis nntidDg Uw 
Mh! pnritinn in whirh be bud lieen plaixd bf 
the undiatinguinliing um- of titular pbraaea. 

Juitge Sciraira Dinri' cbntaini an entry that, 
alio, ahi da light ii|i«n the ]ioeilioDi>f theMathcti. 
It will lie iHirnc in mind, Ihat Elieha Cmk imn 
the culleafiue of Iiicn'HSC MAllier, ati Cobinial 
AgCDtc in iLundon. Cook rrfiuf^t a»n-nt to tbe 
Ptvt CbnniT. and iH-came tlie lender of the imti- 
Jlatber [larly. He vas conaideted an opjioneDt 
of the wltebcraft ])ri>ivciiiiinis, altbnugh out of 
the couDtry at tbclimi-. ''Ttecdat, Not. 1<1. 
"1893. H' Couk kee|Nt a Day ot ThankigiT- 
" ing tor Ilia rofe airii-nl." • • • [lifiy mai- 
ticiifd at tiere, nmvuf thtm 3fr. Willard.] 
•'Wr. Allm iireacheil from Jarob'i going tuBelb- 
"el, • " • Mr. Matiier not thrr<-, nor Mr. 
"Cotton Uatber. TIk good Lord unite n« In 
" liii fear, and remore unr animnsitier." 

Tbe manner in wbicli Sewall di»tingnii<Iied tbc 
two Halhets conllrmt the viewa jirvMiited on 
pagea 87, US. 

It may Ic remarked, that, npto tbia lime, 8c- 
wall fceniK til linTe liees in full aympalhy with 
Stougbton and Mather. He ira)i,hnivevcr. begin- 
ning tn indulge in cuntrrcatiam Ihiil indieate a 
detire t» feel Tbe ground lie wan treading. Al- 
ia a while, hclxK«me tboioughli convinred of hia 
error: and there are Mattered, in the niargina nf 
Ui Diaiy, ox|ire«BionR of much amsibility at the 
«itent t« which be liad lieen milled. Over a- 
gaiiMt an eotty, giTing an acooDDt of bla pna- 



nm at an Esanbatia* brfon X^atrati^ at 
wbombeiraacDe,«atIieckTeathof Ijiril, Ittt, 
■I Salem, la the int«r)ertloB, thriea npented, 
••ra4, Va*, To*." At tbe openbig o( Oa jor 
ISM, be inaerted, at a anliaeqtMat period, tM» 
I n »ngr • " Au»sitat tamtn ^t, inftmt iitsim- 
" la* fiarva mm m tt li ftit i»w JfgW '^ 



Cuius MalbiT 
proaed, tourfainic the matter, after tbe witckcnA 
pruaeeutioDa had ccaied and tbe ililwdiw baM 
ditpelled from tbc mind* of other dms. 

During tbe Winter of KS3 and ISM, be twi — 
one and two hundred priaoDera, iodnding cm- 
fening witcbe% renuuDed hi Jail, al Sakm, If*- 
wicb, and other plaoea. A con^letabl* mwIw 
were in tbe Boatoo JaiL It acenw, from the let- 
ter to Stcrvtary AUyn of Connecticat that, durilg 
that time, tbe Uatben were in commnmeadiM 
with them, and receiving fnMi llMm the nata 
of penons whole ipectrea, tbcy dedared, tbtiy 
had hem and suffi-ied from, aa empkg'ed in Iba 
IX-(irK work. Aftct all that bad liappened, awl 
tbe utikt o( Sr Wiltium Fbipf. fortiidb« at- 
leniptn In mwv tlie eidtemcnl, it Ii wondeiM 
Itut tbe Uatlieraaboald cmtinBC todi praetiew. 
Id tbe latter \\*n of tbe 6iUBiDer of IMS, tblf 
were both cimcemi'd In tbe afFdr of Margaret 
Rule; and CtAltm UHtbtir pr«|>ared, and p« Mo 
dmilation, an rlnliurate account of it, aome ex- 
tiarta from nliieli ba-ebetzu ]in«cnled, andwhM 
will l)c furtlier noticed, in ■nutbo' connrcfta. 

HiiiifXt work, in tbe order »f tiBtr, wbichlAaU 
ODoaider, ia his Life a/Bir William Pk^, piM- 
ed in Lomlim, in tS9T, and aflerwaida iacMei 
in tlie l/atHttlin, alfo pulilislied in Loader, a 
few yeara afterward*, cinwtituting tba lait |att 
nf Uie BeroDJ Bnik. Tht Lifi t^ floft h 
lierlniii', the iniivt elnbumte and llniihadvt dl 
MBtber*i)mitlucli«ni; and " adorned," aahi* omIo 
Kathnniel Jlallier nyi, in a enniniendalar; Mt^ 
, *■ wilh a very grateful variety of learning.'' la 
it. Sir WiUinm , who bad died, at Loodus, thraa 
. jnin lirfOTe. H painted in gluwii^ ciJon, ai «aa 
^ of the grvatnt •>( cun(),QeToia and rulera, " dnp- 
I "iK'd, aa it wi^re, from the Hadiineof HcBTta;" 
"for bii exterior, be wt« one tall, bqroad the 
"nmimonlot of men; and thiek. aawdlaa tall. 



* For Ike priilr^ of terpnllnd tnd ■HlM-'ad|*a*wd» 
Dlirr I an Indebtrd IS lb* UD»\itntt ikt MMailkiiiai 
Bliiorinl Soclnf ; lad I vosld il« «■«■ BTlkaakb 
r« •lunar riTon mat cWIHiIb, to tl:* e0Mn te diniaM 
Iht Rrc<H4« aiul ArehlTC* 1B tbe !>■ 
IlKlJbnrlinar Hunrd UaWn...^ — . 
■Dd mnj IndlTMnilr, DM ■WDIIODcd la tbi 
ihDM dcTDiBd Foriecton lod lor *n ef nv bivmw a^ 
UiidUUntBi*,SBBBUO' Prakaul^gkalLWIMh 
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" and itroBg M wdl M fhidc. Ha wM^iaallre- 
^ tpectiL exceedingly robutt, and aUe lo oooquar 
** Micb difficttltuv of diet and of travel, m woald 
** hare killed nuiat meii alive ;** ^ he was wdl tci, 
''and be was tberewiUiall of a very comely, 
** tboosfa a Tery manly, countenance.** He \» de- 
M*ribed as of *^ a most incomparable gener«Mity/* 
**of a forgiring s|iirit.** Hb faults are tender- 
ly touched ; ** upon certain affninta, he has made 
^ sadden returns, that bare shewed choler enough ; 
*' and he has, by blow, as well as by woid, chas- 
'* Used incirilities.** 

It is remarkable that blather should bare laid 
himself out, to sudi an extent of preimretion 
and to such heights of eulogy, as this work ex- 
hilNts. It is dedicated to the Earl of BelUmont, 
just about to come orer, as Phipe*8 successor. 
Hather held in hia hand a talisman of fnror, in- 
fluence, and power. In the Elt^ which con- 
dudes the L(fe, are lines like these : 

** Phipa, our great friend, our wonder, and our 

** The terror of our foes, tlie world^s rare story, 
** Or Imt name Phips, more needs not be express- 

•*ed 
*'Both EngUnda, and next agcH, tell the rest.** 

The writer of this Life bad conferred the gift 
of an immortal name upon one Qovemor of New 
England, and might U|K>n another. 

But with all this |>anegyric, be does not scf m 
to hare been careful to be ju«t to the memory of 
his hero. The reader is request*^, at this point, 
to turn back to pages 28, 24, of this artidc, 
snd examine the paragmph, quoted from the 
Lif§ 0/ Pkifn, introdndng tlie return of Advice 
from the Ministers. I have shown, in that con- 
aecticm. how decqitive the expression '* arrivin*^ 
" to his GoTemment is.^ In re|K)rting the Ad- 
n€$ of the Ministers, in the Life ofPhipe, Math- 
er omits the pamgrapht I have placed within 
bracliets [/>. fi, 22y-the fint, treond and eighth. 
The omiKsion of these paragraph? n*nden the 
docoment, as given by Mather, an alisolute mis- 
representaticNi of the traoMiction, and places 
Phips in the attitude of having diitre^ardcd the 
sdvice of tlie Ministers, in suffering the triHln to 
proceed as tliey did : throwing upriu his memory 
a load of infamy, outweighing all the florid and 
extravagant eulogies showered npon him, in the 
Life: verifying and fulfilling the apprehensions 
he expresM'd in his letter of the fourteenth of Oc- 
toiler, 1952 : ** I know my enemies are seeking to 
" torn it all upon me.^ 

The Reviewer says that '*Mr. Mitlier did not 

profess to quote the whole Adtiee, but simply 
'* made extracts from it.** He profea«cd to give 
what the Ministers ' ' dcclan^ ** I sul»mit to evei^ 
honorable mind, whether what Mather printed 
omitting the /frsC, eeeond and eighth 8ectiop% 



it 



»• 



waaa lair ftateoMiitof what the Miniaten ''aa- 
"daivd.** 

The paragrapha he aelected, appear, on their 
face, to uige cauti«»n and even delay, in the pro- 
ceedings. They leave this improsiiion on the 
general reader, and have been so regarded from 
that day to this. The artifice by which the ra> 
S|)unsil»ility for what followed was shifted, from 
the Ministers, u|)on Phips and the Ckiurt, has, in 
a great measure, succeeded. I trust that I have 
shown that the clauses and words tliat seem to 
indicate caution, had very little force, in that di- 
rection; but that, when the disguising veil of an 
artful phraseology is removed, tliey give substantial 
countenance to tlie proceedings of theCkmrt, 
throughoat 

I desire, at this point, to ask the further atten- 
Uon of tlie reader to Msther*s manner of referring 
to the Adeiee of the Miuiitere. In his Wondered 
he quotes the etghth and eecttd Articles of it (Ihffee 
if, SS), in one instance, ascribing the Advice to 
'' Reverend nersrms.** ** men of God,** *' gradoos 
"men,** and, in the other, characterizing it as 
" gradous words.** He also, in the same work, 
quotes the eixth Artide, emitting the worde I 
hate placed in hraekete^ without any indication 
of an omieeion. Writing, in 1602, when the 
ddusion was at its hd^t, and for the pur- 
I>ose of keeping the public mind up to the work 
of the prosecutions, he gloried chiefly in the 
Jiret, eeeond, and eighth Articies, and brought 
them ahme forward, in full The others he 
INissed over, with the exception of the eixth^ 
from which he struck out the central sentence — 
that having the appearance of endorsing the 
views of those opposed to spectral testimony. 
But, in 1607, when the Life ofPhipe was written, 
drcumiitances had changed. It was apparent, 
then, to all, even those most unwilling to realize 
the fact, that the whole transaction of the witch- 
craft prosecutions in Salem was doomed to per- 
])etual condemnation : and it became exficdient 
to drop out of sights forever, if poaviblc, the 
Meeond and eighth artidcs, and reproduce the 
sixfA, entire. 

Considering the unfair view of the imp<irt of 
the Adtice, in the Life of Phipe^ and embodied 
in the Mngnalia — a work, which, with all its de- 
fcctH, inaccurades, and absurdities, is rare of oc- 
cupying a conspicuous place in our Colonial 
literature— I said : * ' unfortunately for the reputa- 
'*tion of Cotton Mather, Hutchinscm has pre- 
'* served the Addreu of the Jifinittere, entire.** 
Regarding the document published by Mather 
in Uie light of a historical imposture, I ex|irrssed 
satisfacti<»n, that its exposure was iirovidcd in a 
work, sure of drctilation and preservation, equal- 
ly, to say the least, with the Life of Phipe or the 
iiagnaUa. The Reviewer, availing himsdf of 
the opportanity, bereopoo proootmcas me igno- 
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not of the fact ihiit the ** Advice, eDtire,** was mib- 
liibed by Increaae Mather at the end of his Vomb 
of Conseiencs ; and, in hb omial style — not, I 
ttiink, •jMial, in the North American Beview — 
8|)eak8 thus — it is a 8i)erimcn of what is strown 
through the article : '* Mr. Uoham should have 
** been familiar enough with the original soaroes 
'* of information on the mihject, to liave found 
"this Advice in print, seventy-four years before 
'* Hutchinson*8 Hietory ap]>cared.^ 

Of course, neither I, nor any one else, can \yt 
imagined to supfXMe that lIutclMnson inrented 
the document. It was pre-existent, and at bis 
hand. It was not to the pur|>o6e to say where 
he found it. I wonder this Reviewer did not 
tell the public, that I had never eeen, read, or 
heard j-f Calcf ; for, to adopt his habit of reason- 
ing, if I had been acquainted with that writer, 
my ignorance would nave been enlightened, •• 
Calef would have informed me that *' the whole 
" of the Minister's advice and answer is printed 
'* in Caeee of Conecieneet the last pages.** 

That only which finds a place in works worthy 
to endure, and of standard value, is sure of per- 

Sitnal preservation. Hutchinson's History of 
asMehutetts is a work of this description. 
Whatever is committed to its custody will stand 
the test of time. Tliis cannot be expected of 
that class of tracts or books to which Caees of 
Conseienee belongs, copies of which can hardly 
be fouud, and not likely to justify a seiiarate re- 
publication. It has. inclec d, not many years ago, 
been reprinted in England, in a series of Old 
Author $, tacked r.n to the Wonder e of the Invis- 
ihfe World. But few copies have reached this 
country; and only persons of jieculiar, it may 
almost l>e said, eccentric, tastes, would care to 
procure it. It will l>c impossible to awaken an 
interest in the general reading public for sudi 
works. They are forbidding in their matter, 
unintelligible in their style, oliscure in their im- 
port and drift, and {lervaded liy su]ien>titioni 
and absurdities that have happily ])as8ed away, 
never, it is to l)c hoped, again to enter the realm 
of theology, philosophy, or popular belief ; and 
will perish by the hand of time, and sink into ob- 
livion. If this present discussion had not arisen, 
and the " Advice^ entire,-* had not 1»een given by 
Hutchinson, the Muppreuio vert, i)crpetrated by 
Cotton Mather, would, |)erhap6, have become 
permanent history. 

In reference to the Advice of the Jfitiieters, the 
Reviewer, in one part of his article, seems to 
complain thus : **Mr. Ujpham has never seen fit 
** to print this paper : '* m other parts, he assails 
me from the opposite direction, and in a manner 
too serious, in the character of the assault, to be 
passed over. In my liook, (tt. S67) I thus speak 
of the Advice of the JiiiHistert, referring to it, in 
A note to p. 8fi7, in nmllar termi: '*Tbe re- 
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spooaeof Hm rtvcrend gewtlamf , wUk 
ing in general terms the InpoftaBoe of 

*' and circnmspection in the me wdi of 

"ation, deddedlT and eamcuti* 

It is a fummaiy, in gensral and brief Unm^ Is 
my own language, of the import of tiie wheli 
document, covering both aets of its u^dm, 
Hutchinson condenaea It in similar terBi% ■• do 
Calef and Douglas. I repeat, and bw il to kt 
marked, that f do not quote tl, in wke t a or in 

rirt, but only give its import in my own woidi. 
claim the judgment of the reader, whstiwr I do 
not give the imfiort of the artidea MatlMr 
in the Life of PAtjM— those pretendln|^ to 
caution • as fairly as of the artidei Im 
applauding the Court, and cnco ni ag ^n g H In ge 





Now, this writer in the Nertk 
view represents to the readert of that Jonranl 
to the public, that I have quoted the Aimm ef 
the Minittere, and, in variety of phraae^ rin^s tm 
charge of unfair and fake quctaUem, agdnit ■•. 
He uses this language : *' If it were anch n heinuw 
** crime for Cotton Mather, in writing the X|^ ^ 
«< Sir Waiiam Phipe, to omit three 
** will Mr. Upham vindicate hia own 
'* when, writing the histoiy of these rery 
** tions, and bnnging the gravest diargeo 
'*the character of tlie persona 
^leaves out seven Sections t** IfuUed no See- 
tion, and made no omitnone; and it ie tl w e g e m 
utterly unjustifii&ble to say that I Itft ami §mj 
thing. 1 gave the substance of the SeotioM Ool- 
tun Matlier left out, in language ncariy Jdeaticnl 
with that used by Hutchinson and all Uiieffn. In 
the same way, I gave the sobstance of thm 8oo> 
tions Mather published, in the very aenae heal- 
wa3'8 daimed for tliem. .What I aaid did 
bear the form, nor profesa the dmracter, of n 
tation. 

In the WondereoftheJnvieS^ WoM^ 
in 1602, when the prosecotiona were in Ml bleit 
and !^Iather was gloiying in them, and for tiie 
purpose of prolonging them, the only Scc ti e n Im 
saw fit, in a particular connection, to Jjontei waa 
thesEOOKD. He prefaced it thus: **Tiicgr were 
** some of the Gradoos Words inat^ited in the 
**Adcice^ which man) of the neighltoring Minii- 
**ters did this Summer humbly lay bmin mm 
** Honorable Judges.** Let it be noted, hf the 
way, that when he thus praised the docnnMnl^ 
its authorship Imd not been avowvd. Let It fm^ 
ther \m note<l, tluit it is here let slip that the ftr 
per was laid hrfore the Jwlgee^ not Pliipe; dnwr 
mg that it was a response to them, not Unk Lit 
it l)e still further noted, that the Section wkUk 
he thus dted, in 1692, ia one of tfaoeo. vVd^ 
when the tide bad tamed, he Wft oal» in liiT. . 



Tbe Reviewer, referring to lUther*f qnotaticNi 
of tbe lecood Section of tlie Adtiee, in the Worn- 
dtn^ KLju: *' lie|Nintcd it in foil, which Mr. Up- 
** bam has never done; ^ and following out the 
■tmnge mtsrepresentation, he fays : *' Mr. U|>liam 
** do6i not firint any |Kirt of the eighth Section, 
** as the Ministers ado|>tcd it. He 8up|)re9Mt the 
'* ea8»tttial {jortions, changes words, and, by in- 
** ter|K>lation, states tliat the Ministeis * decided- 
**'ly,' •eamesth',' and * velKMneiitl}*.' rticom- 
^* mended that the * proceedings' shoald lie vig- 
** orou^ly ciurrit'd on. lie wlio qnotcs in thb 
*' manner m-tnls otb«*r evidence than that pruduc- 
'* ed by Mr. Upham to entitle him to impeach 
** Mr. Matla*r*8 integrity.** In another pkice he 
fia.%*a, puriiuing tlic charge of quoting falsely, as 
to m}' using the wora ** proceedings, ** *'tbe 
** word ift not to be found in the AdrieeJ** 

Tlie eighth Section recommeiKls *'the speedy 
*' and vigorous prosecutions of such as have ren- 
** dered themselves «)bnoxious.** In a brief ref- 
erence to the subject, I use tbe words **s|XM.'dily 
** and vigorously,** marking them as quoted, al- 
though their form was changed by the structure 
of the sentence of my own in which they apiiear. 
Beyond this, I have made no qnotatiotu, in my 
book, of the Advice — not a Sectiiin, nor sen- 
tenop, nor clause, nor line, is a quotation, nur pre- 
tends to l>e. \Vitliout characterising what the 
Reviewer has «l<inc, in charging me with sv/y- 
preMtion of tauntial portiotu^ inUryohUiun^ and 
not priiUihg in full, or correctly, wliat the Miais- 
tcra or any body else said, my duty is discharged, 
by allowing that there is no truth in the charge — 
no foundation or a^iology for it. 

The kst of the works of Cotton Mathcsr I shall 
examine, in this scrutiny of his rvtrosiK'ctive opin- 
ions and {Hisition, relating to the witchcraft |>ro6- 
ecutioii9, is the Magnalia^ printed at London, in 
1702. He had become wise enough, at that time, 
not to commit himself more than he cxiuld help. 

Tlie Uev. John Hale, of Beverly, died in May, 
1700. lie haul taken an active {mrt in the pro- 
ceedings at Salem, in 1093, having, as he s:iys, 
from his youth, berii ^' trained up in the knowl- 
*' edge and Ixrlief of m<wt of the principles ** up- 
on which the prosecutions were conducted, and 
liad held them '* with a kind of implicit faith.** 
Towards the done of the Trials, his views nnder- 
went a change ; and, after the Ih|)6c of five years, 
lie prepared a treatise <»n the subject It is a 
candid, able, learned, and every-way commend- 
able performance, adhering to the general lie- 
liei in witchcraft, but pr>inting out the enrors in 
the methods of proceclii e in the Trials at Salem, 
showing that the principles there acted upon 
were fallacious. The Inxik was not printed un- 
til 1703. Cotton 3Iathcr, having access to Mr. 
Hal«*s manuscript, professedly made up from it 
bia aoooont of the witchcraft trmoiactiom of 
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lOM, inatrtcd in tbe Mapmlim, Book yi.Pttge 79. 
He adopts the narrative part of tbe work, sub- 
stantially, avoiding much discntsioo of the top- 
ics upon which Mr. Hale had laid himself out. 
He cites, indeed, some pasMges from the argu- 
mentative part,containing marvellous statements, 
but does not mention that Mr. Hale lalx>red, 
throughout, to show that those and other like 
matters, which had Iteen intrtnluced at the Trials, 
as proofs of spectral agency, were easily resolva- 
ble into the visions and vagaries of a ** deluded 
** imagination,** '*a phantasy in the brain,** 
** phantasma liefore the eyes.** 

Mr. Hale limits the definition of a witch to the 
following: **Who is to be esteemed a capital 
*' witch am(«ng Christians ? vis : Those that be- 
** ing brought up under the means of the knowl- 
^ edge of tbe true God, yet, being in their right 
" mind or free use of their reason, do knowing- 
** ly and wittingly depart from the true God, so 
** as to devote themselves unto, and seek for 

their help from, another G(m3, or the Devil, as 

did the DeviKs Priests and Prophets of old, 

that were m.igician8.** — Bige if7. 

As he had refuted, and utterly discarded, the 
whole system of evidence connected with spec- 
tres of the living or ghosts of the dead, the 
above definition rescued all but openly profane, 
al>andoned, and God- de^ng people from being 
prosecuted for witchcraft. Mather transcribes, 
as a quotation, wh:it seems to be the foregoing 
definition, but puts it thus: **A person that, 
** having the free use of reason, doth knowingly 
**and willingly seek and <btainof the Devil, 
^ or of any other God, besides the true God Jeho- 
** vah, an ability to do or know strange things, 
** or things which he cannot by his own humane 
** abilities arrive unto. This pei^on i*» a witch.** 
The latter part of the definition thus trans- 
cribed, has no justification in Hale*8 language, 
but is in conflict with the positions in his book. 
Mather says, ** the author spends whole Chapters 
" to prove that there yet is a witch." He omits 
to state, that he spends twice as many Chapters 
to prove that the evidence in the Salem cases 
was not suflU lent for that purpose. Upon the 
whole it can hardly ht considered a fair tran- 
script of Mr. Hale*s account. He dismisses the 
subject, once for nil, in a curt and almost disre- 
spectful style — ** But thus much for this manu- 
•* script.** 

Whoever examines the manner in which he, 
in this way, getft rid of the subject, in the Jiag- 
natia, must l)e convinced, 1 think, that he fdt 
no satisfaction in Mr. Hflle*s book, nor in the 
state of things that made it necessary for him 
to give the whole matter the go-by. If the 
public mind had retained its fanatical creduli- 
ty, or if Mather*s own share in the delusion of 
1098 bad been agreeable in the retroapect, U 




oumot be dimbted ibsl to woald hsra aflbrdcd 
Trk OmsAT Them B, of hia gn^t book. All the 
■Crmnge learning, fMiwionate eloquence, and ax- 
fravagant pninting, of its author, would hare 
Ijeen lari^hed upon it; ami wc should liave had. 
another separate Book, with a Hebrew, Greek, 
or Latin motto or title, which, intrrprctecl, would 
re^€\Mo0t Wonderful of Wonthra. In 1692. bis 
language wa<: ** Witclicraft ik a buKinesa tlint 
'* will not l« sliammefl.^ In 1700, it was slioved 
off upon the memory of Mr. Hale, as a busi- 
neas not safe for him, Mather, to meddle with, 
any longer. It waa dropped, as if it IniiDed 
his fiugeia. 

XV. 

RiaromT or opixion as to cottov math- 

BR^a COXHECTION WITH 8ALBM WITCHCRAFT. 
THOMAS BRATTLB. TBB PEOPLB OP 8ALBM 
TILLAOB. JOHN HALL. JOHN HI0GIN80H. MI- 
CHABL WIOOLBSWORTH. 

Such passages as the following are found in 
the article of the Harth American Renew: 
** These ricws, respecting Mr. Mathefs connec- 
'* tion with the Salem Trials, are to be found in 
'* no publication of a date prior to 1881, when 
'* Mr. Uphnm*sJ>ret/ret were published.'* "These 
** charges have been repented by Mr. Quincy, in 
•* his HUtory of Hartard University, by Mr, 
" Peabodj, in his Li/e of Cotton Mather^ by Mr. 
** Bancro/t, and by nearly all historical writers, 
" since that date.** ** An examination of the his- 
**torical text-books, used in our schools, will 
'* show when these ideas originated.*' 
I The position taken by the Reviewer, let it be 
! noticed, is, that the idea of Cotton Mather's 
taking a leading part in the witchcraft prosecu- 
tions of 1692, ** originated''' with me, in a work 
printe<l in 1831; and that I have given **the 
" cue '' to all subsequent writers on the subject 
Now what are the facts f 

Cotton Mather himself is a witness that the 
idea was entertained at the time. In his Diaiy, 
after endeavoring to explain away the admitted 
fact that he was t o eulogist and champion of 
the Judges, while the Trials were ])ending, he 
says : ** Merely, ss far as I can learn, for thia rea- 
"son, the mad people through the country, 
"under a fascination on their spirit-' equal to 
" that which energunicns had on their iM>dies, 
" reviled me as if I had been the doer of all the 
"hard things that were done in the prosecu- 
" tion of the witchcrafV.*' He repeats the com- 
plaint, over and over again, in various forms and 
different writings. Indeed, it could not b ive 
been otherwise, than that such should have 
been the popular impression and conviction. 
He was, at that time, bringing before the 
people, moat conspicuously, the second and 
eiyJUk ArUdea of the MiniUer^ Adwke, urging 



OB the praaeciitMNiiL Hia dcpoiluMBft SBd 
rangue al Witch-hill, at the exccBtioa of 
rooglia and Proctor; hia conidcnt «Bd 
emionemcnf, aa related by flewall, of the 
tencea of the Court, at the moiBcnt wbcB all 
others were impmsed with allcBt solcniBl^rt ^ 
the spectacle of five persona, profesriiM^ their fai- 
nocenry, just launched into etemitj ; his eflbrfa 
to prolong the proeecutioiia, in | rraaring tiM 
liook containing thetrialaof the "Malcfacton** 
who bad suffered ; and hia zeal, oo all occanoM^ 
to "vindicate the Court^ and applaud tlM 
Judges; all conspired In making it the belief of 
the whole people that he waa, preSraineBtlj, •■- 
swerable for the " hard thinga that were doae 
" in the prosecutions ol' the witchciBft.** 

That it waa the general opinion, at home aad 
abroad, can be abundantly proved. 

It must be borne in mind, aa is explained Ib 
my book, that a general {eeling preTNiM, ionna- 
diately, and for some years, after the witchcmlt 
"judicial murders,*^ that the whole subject was 
too horrible to lje thought of, or ever mcntioB- 
ed ; and as nearly the whole commonltj, either 
by acting in favor of the proceedingt or fiJIing 
to act against them, had oecome more or Icn 
responsible for them, there waa aa almcal nai* 
versal understanding to avoid criminatioB er 
recrimination. Besides, so far aa Cotton Mmfb- 
er was concerned, his professional and social 
position, great talenta and learning, and capaci- 
ty with a disposition for usefulnesa, joiocd to 
the reverencf then felt for Ministers prevented 
his being assailed even bj those who moat dis- 
approved his course. Increase Mather waa Prea- 
ident of the College and head of the Cleigy. 
The prevalent impression that he had, to aoma 
extent, disapprovetl of the pn^ceedinss, mada 
men unwilling to woui d his feelinga by aercre 
criticisms upon his son ; for, whatever diflerene- 
es might lie supposed to exist between them, all 
well-minded persons respected their natural aad 
honorable sensitiveness to each oibcr^s repnta- 
tion. Reasons like these prevented open dem- 
onstrations against both of them. Xevert helea iy 
it is easy to gather i^ufficient evidence to prove 
my point 

-»44iomaa Brattle was a Boston merchant of 
great munificence and eminent talents and at- 
tainments. His name is perpetuated by "Brat- 
" tie-street Church,'' of which he was the chief 
founder. Dr. John Eliot, in his Bioffrmpkiemi 
Dictionary, speaka of him thtw — referrioff to hia 
letter on the witchcraft of I8M, dated October 
8, of that year: " Mr. Brattle wrote an accovnt 
" of those transactions, which waa too plain and 
"just to l)e published in those unhappy tiBM% 
" but hna been printed aince; and whidi cannd 
" be read without feeling eentimenta of esteem 
**'fortL man, who indulged a ftaedomoftlioB^ 



** beoomtog a Onlttini «Bd philMoplMr. H«, 
** from the begiuitBg, oppoMd the pnjs^ect of 
*" the people, the proeeediMn of the ComtU t^d 
**the pciTcne teal of thoee JOaitCcft oftheOoe- 
**pcl« who, by their prachlag ead eoadoct, 
**caiieed each reel dktrai to the eoaunimity. 
** They, who callecl hha en ielidd, were obligra 
«" to acknowledge that hie witdoai ahoM with 
j^waaommtm lustre.** 

^'Uis brother, WilKam Brattle, with whom he 
teems to have been in entire harmonr of opin- 
ion, on all tabjcct:*, was long an honored in* 
stmctor and Fellow of H rnrard Oollece, and 
Minister of the First Church, at Cambridge. 
He was ce*ebratcd here and in England, for bis 
learning, and endeared to all men by his Tir- 
tnesw He was a Fellow of the Royal Society of 
London. Jeremiah Dnmmer, as well qualified 
to pronounce soch an opinion as any man of his 
Ume, places him as a preacher above all his 
eontemDMiraries, in either Old or New England. 

The Brattles were both politically opposed 
to the 3Iatheriw But, as matters then stood, im 
▼iew of the prerailing infatuaticm— partien- 
larlj as the courw upon which Phipa bad de- 
termined was not then known — caution and pru- 
dence were deemed necessary; and the letter was 
^o9tfidefitial. Indeed, all ezpresnona of criti- 
cism, on the conduct of the Goremment, were 
required to be so. It is a valuable document. 
Justifying the reputation the writer had estab- 
lish^ in life and has borne ever since. Con- 
demning the methods pnniued in the Salem 
Trialft. he says: after stating that ** several bmu, 
^ for understanding, judgment, and piety, infe- 
^ rior to f«w, if any, uttoly condemn the pro- 
•* ceedings^ at SaJem, ** I shall nominate some 
^ of these to you, jn.: the Hon. Simon Brad- 
'^ street, Esq., «*ur late Goremor; the Hon. 
** Thomas Danforth, our late Deputy-govenior; 
^ the Rev. Mr. Increase Mather; and the Rev. 
•• Mr. Samuel Willard."* 

Bradstreet was ninety years of age, but in the 
full posMnion of hb mental faculties^ In this 
sense, ** bis eye was not dim, nor his natural 
^ force abated.** Thirteen yeaia before, when 
Governor of the Colony, he had refined to 
order to execution a woman who had been con- 
victed of witchcraft, in a series of trials that 
had gone throush dl the Courts, with concur- 
ring verdicts, confirmed at an adjudication by 
the Boanl of Assistants — ss President of which 
body, it had been his officisl duty to pam upon 
her the final scntenre of death. Juries, Judges, 
liotli branches of the Legislature, and the people, 
clamored for her execution ; but the brave old 
Gorenior withstood them all, resolutdy and in- 
exorably: an innocent and good woman and' 
the honor of the Colony, at that time, were sav- 
ed. Mr. Hate informs us that Bnditreet relna- 



ed to allow the sentence to take effect, for these 
reasons: that ''a spectre doing mischief in 
** her likeness, shoula not be imputed to Imt 
** person, as a ground of guilt; and that one 
** s'ngle witness to one fact and another single 
** witness to another fact** wen* not to be ea> 
teemed ** two witnesses in a matter capitaL** 
No Executive Magistrate has left a recora more 
honorable to lii^ name, than that of Bradstreet, 
on this occasion. If his principles had been 
heeded, not a conviction could nave been ob- 
tained, in lOM. It was because of his known 
oppo>ition, that his two sons were cried out 
upon and had to fly for their lives. That Brat- 
tle was justified in naming Danforih, in this 
connection, the conversation of tl at person with 
Sewall, on the fifteenth of October, prores. It 
is understood, by many indications, that, al- 
though, in former years, inclined to the popular 
delusions of the day, touching witchcraft, Wil- 
lard uras an opponent of the prosecutions; and 
Brattle must be regsrded as having had means 
of judgiuff of Increase Mather*s Tiews and feel- 
ingly on the eighth of October. 

This singling out of the father, thereby dis- 
tinguishing bim from the son, must, I think, be 
conclusive evidence, to every man who candid- 
Iv considen the circumstances of iho case and 
the pur|>ort of the document, that Brattle did 
not consider Cotton Mather entitled to be nam- 
ed in the honored list 

Brattle further says: ^Excepting Mr. Hale, 
** Mr. Xoycs, and Mr. Parris, the Rev. Elders, 
" almost throughout the whole country, are very 
**much dissatisfied.** The word '* almost,** 
leaTes room for others to be placed in the same 
catep;ory with Hale, Koye^ and Parris. The 
Reviewer argues thut because Cotton Mather la 
not named at all, in eithir list, thoefore he must 
lie counted in the first ! 

The father and son were associate MSnisters 
ui the same Church; they sha'cd together a 
great name, fame, and position ; both men of the 
highest note, here and abroad, conspicuous be- 
fore all eyes, stmdin^, hand in band, in all the 
associations and sentiments of the people, unit- 
ed by domestic ties, similar pursuits, and erery 
form of public action and observation — ^hy did 
Brattle, in so marked a manner, separate them, 
holding the one up, in an honorable point of 
Tiew, and passing over the other, not ever men- 
tioning bis name, as the Reviewer obscnrest 

If he really disapprored of the prosecutions 
at Salem— if, as the Reviewer posit velv sUtea, 
he '* denounced** tiiem— is it not unaccountable 
that Brattle did i.ot name him with his father t 

These questions press with especial lorce 
upon the Keviewer, under the interpretation ha 
crowds upon the passage from Brattle, I am now 
to cite. If that interpretation can be allowed, 
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it will, ill tbe face of all tbai has cone to oa. 
make Brattle out to bave bad a moat exalt <^ 
•pinion of Cotton Hatlier, and render it unac- 
eonntJible indeed that be did not mention bim, 
in bonor, as be did bis father and Mr. Willard. ' 
The patuge it this : ** 1 cannot Ijiit highly ap- 
** plaud, and think it o r duty to lycxtry thank- 
" ful for, the endeaToum of several Elders, whose 
** lipfs I think, should premfrrp knowledge and 
** whose counsel should, I think, have lM*en more 
** regarded, in a case of this nature, than as jet 
** it lias been : in particular, I cannot hut think 
** very honorably of the endeavours of a Rev. 
** person in Boston, whose goo<1 affections to his 
^country, in general, and spiritual relation to 
** three of the Judges, in particular, baa made 
**him vjary solicitous and iodustriout in this 
** matter ; and I am fully persuaded, that bad 
** bis notions and proposala been hearkened to 
** and followed, when those troubles were in 
*' their birth, in an ordinary way, they would 
'* never have grown unto that height which now 
*< they have. He has, as yet, met with little 
*M>ut unkindness, abuse, and reproach, from 
'* many men ; but, I trust, that in after times, 
^ his wisdom and service will find a more uni- 
** versal acknowledgment ; and if not, bia re- 
** ward is with the Cord.** 

The learned Editor of the Fifth Volume of 
the Uainiehtuetts Histcrieal OolUctioni^ First 
Series, in a note to this pasange (p. 76), says: 
** Supposed to be Mr. Willard.** Such baa al. 
ways been the supposition. The Reviewer has 
undertaken to make it out that Cotton Mather 
is the person referred to by Brattle. These two 
men were opposed to each other, in the politics 
of that period. The course of tbe Mathen, in 
connection with the loss of the old, and the es- 
tablishment of the new. Charter, gave rise to 
much dissatisfaction ; and party divisions were 
quite acrimonious. The Innguage used by Brat- 
tle, applauding the public course of the person 
of whom he was s|)caking, would be utterly in- 
explicable, if applied to Mnther. Tbe '' en- 
** (leavours, counsels, notions and proposals,** to 
which he alludes, could not have referred to 
Mather's plans, which I have attempted to ex- 
pIcT.o, because described by Brattle as l>eing in 
*• an ordinary m'ay.** •* Unkindness, abuse, and 
** reproach ** find an explanation in the fact, 
that Willard was *'cried out upon ** and brought 
into peril of reputation and life, by tbe creatures 
of the prosecution. The mons'rousness of the 
supposition that Mather ^waa refcrre<l to, would 
hardlv be heightened if*it should appear that 
Brattle supplied Calef with materials in bis 
controversy with Mather. 

The language, throughout, ia in conformity 
with tbe political relatione between Brattle and 
Willard. The aidt the latter bad capooaed waa 



pot h^oBd qncstioo bj bia apmariBg. mi Hm 
fifleentb of November, at Eliaba Cook*aTbaBln- 

giving; and tbnt waa the same oecopied bj 
rattle. But the qnestioii ia aettled bytbe :arl 
that three tf the Jwdgee belonged to Wil1nrd*b 
Congregation and Cbnrcb, wbereaaonly mm be- 
lon^e<l to tbe Cbnrcb of tbe Matbcrai Tlie Be- 
viewer says: ** We do not aaaert tbiA tbia ia!er- 
^ ence is not tbe correct one.** Bot, In spite ef 
this substantial admiaaioii, with that atr.iife 

Eropensity to overturn all tbe CMKlnaiaBa ct 
iatory to glorify Cotton Mather, at tbe expeaea 
of others, and even, in tbia inatMice, asainal bia 
own better Judgment, be labora to make va b^ 
lieve^—wbat be himself doea not vcntore to 
*' assert **~that tbe "* spiritoal relation** in whidi 
Matlier stood to three of tbe Jndgea, waa bciI| 
what, in those daya and ever afnci', it baa ben 
understood to mean, that of a Paetor with bin 
flock, but nothing more than intimate Iriend- 
sh p. If this waa what Brattle meant, be would 
have said at least feur of tbe Jndgea, lor, at 
that time, Sewall waa in full aceord with Matb- 
er. Tliey took counael together. It waa at tbe 
house of Sewall that tbeprrpexmtioD of tbe 
Wondere of the Innieibls Wirld waa finally aiw 
ranged with Mather ; and be, alone, of all tbe 
ude Judges, united with Stougbton, some dnjt 
after the date of Brattle*a letter, in ecdoraiiig 
and commending that work. 

If tbe expression, '* spiritoal relatiooB,'* ia di- 
vorced from its proper acnae, and made to meoa 
sympathy of opinion or agreement is co on ae i a, 
it ill becomes tbe Reviewer to tiy to make it ovt 
that Mather held that relatioD witb cny ^ tk§ 
Judgee, He representa bim, tbroogboot bia nitl- 
de, as at 8word*s points witb tbe Coort He Htyo 
that he '* denounced** iu course^ **ns. illegal, 
**oncharitable, and cmeL** Tlim ia, indeed^ 
not a shadow of foondation for tbia ■^i^tmimt, 
as to Matber*s relation to tbe Coort ; hot if aliai>> 
lutely precludes the Reviewer from sodi an iDftci^ 
pretation aa be attempta, of tbe expreaaioB of 
Brattle. 

Tbe Reviewer saya : ** If Mr. Mntber ia aol 
** alluded to, in this para^pb, be ia ondttcd 
' * altogether from tbe narrative, except aa wg^AiaatX 
** adviser of the persona condemnea.** 

Thia is an instance of tbe way in which tbia 
writer establisbea history. Without any aod 
against all evidence, in the licenae of bia imagi- 
nation done, be had thrown oot tbe suggeetkNi 
that Mather attended tbe execotiona, aa tbe minia- 
terial comforter and connsellor of tbe aofferef^ 
Then, by a sleight of band, be tranaforma tbia 
**pbantaay** of bia own brain into an nnqnca 
Uonable fact. 

If Mr. Mather is not allndedtoin tbe follow- 
ing passage from Brattle'a letter, who iaf ^1 

cannot bot admin^ that a^j aboold go whk 
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*'tlieir ditKcBUMned fAoA and relirthrwto tb« 

**afflicted chudreBto kaowwhal tbeie distan- 

**pered friendt ail; wkrilwr tlM^ are not be- 

^'witched; who il it that afflida tl^m * and the 

*<lilce. It it true, I Imow no leatoa why thcM 

*' afflicted maj not be ooosuUcd a« well at an j 

** other, if to be that it wat only their natunU 

** aod ordioarj knowledge that wat had recourse 

** to ; bat it it not on thit notion that thc«c af- 

**flictod children art wioght onto; but at they 

*'Iiav^atti|)entatunil knowledge— a knowledge 

** which they obtain by tiieir hur4ing curretpond- 

- * ence witli spectret or ctil tpiritt — at they them- 

** teWea grant. Thb consulting of tlieae afflicted 

** children, at abovetaid, teemt to roe a very gnwt 

'* CTil, a real aiioniination, mit fit to be known in 

** New England, and yet it a tiling practiced, not 

** only by Tom and John— I mean the mder aod 

** m(»re ignorant tort — Irat by many who prufett 

'* high, and patt among ut for tome of the better 

" tort Thit it that which aggimTatct the evil 

**and makct it lieinous and tremendout; and 

** yet thit it not the wont of it, for, at ture at I 

** now write to yon, eren tome of our ciTil lead- 

** ert and tpiritoal teachcn, who, I think, thuold 

**|)unitb and preach down toch toroeiy and 

** wickerlnett, do yet allow of, encourage, yea, 

"and practice, thit very abomination. 

"I know there are teveral worthy gentlemen, 
'* in Salem, who account thit practice at an aliom- 
'* ination ; have treraMed to tee the methodt of 
** thit nature wbidi othert hare used ; and have 
"dedared themtelvet to think the practice to be 
** Tcry evil and corrupt ; liut all arailt little with 
^'rhe aljettort of the taid practice.^ 

Doet not this ttern condemnation fall on the 
head of the ** spiritual teacher,** who receiTcd 
constant communications from the spectral world, 
fastening the charge of diabolical confederacy 
upon otlier penions in confidential intenriewa 
with confessing witchef — ^not to mention the 
Oix)dwin girit; — whotelxxist it wat, **it may lie 
** no man living has had more people, under pre- 
** tematural and as^tonishing circumttancet, cant 
*M>y the Proriilence of God inti his more par* 
*' ticnlar care than I have liad r and that he had 
kept to himself information thutolHained, which, 
if he had not tupprewed it, would have led to 
the conviction of *'rach witchet at ought to 
"die;** who sought to have the exclusive right 
of receiving such communicati«>ii« conferred upon 
him, ** by the authority ; ** who, at tnat time, was 
holding thit intercourse with |)crsonii pretending 
to spectral visions ; and, the next year, held tuch 
iYlatitmt with Margaret Rule ? 

Tlie next evidence in support of the opinion 
that Cotton Mather was considered, at the time, 
as identifi«fd with the proceedingt at Salem, in 
1692, although circumttantial, cannot, I think, 
but be regarded at quite oondodve. 



Inmediatdy after the pfotecBtiot termhuited« 
meaturet began to be deveio|ied to remove Mr. 
Parrit from hit minittiy. The leactioneariy took 
effect wliere the outraget of the delutloo had 
liecn mott flagrant ; and the injured feelingt of 
the friendt of thotc who liad been so cruelly cut 
off, and of all who liad suffered in their chanio> 
tert and condition, found expression. A move- 
ment wait made, directly and |)erBonally, upon Par- 
rit, in consequence of hit conspicuout lead io the 
prosecutiont ; showing it^lf, fiitt, in the form of 
Ittisation, in the Cowtt, of qoettiont of talary 
and the acyustmont of aooountt. Soon, it broke 
out in tlie Church ; and satisfaction wat demand- 
ed, by aggrieved brethren, in the methodt appro- 
priate to ecdctiattical action. The charget here 
made against him were exdutivdy in refercnoe 
to hit course, at the Examinationt and Trials, in 
1692. The conflict, thut initiated, it one of the 
most memorable in our Church Ilittoiy. Parrit 
and hit adherentt resitted, for a long time, the 
rightful and orderiy demandt of hit opponentt 
for a Mutual CoundL At length, many of the 
Ministert, who sympathized with the aggrieved 
brethren, felt it tlieir duty to interpose, and ad- 
dressed a letter to Mr. Parrit, giving him to un- 
dcrf.tand that they were of opinion he ought to 
comply with the demand for a Coundl. Thit let- 
ter, dated the fourteenth of June. 1694, wat tienrd 
by teveral of the neighboring Minittert, and by 
Jamet Allen, of the First, and Samuel Willard, of 
the Old South, Churchet, in Boston, bvt not by the 
Maihen, On the tenth of September, a timilar 
letter wat written to him, alto tigned by neigh- 
boring Minifters, and Mr. Allen, ami Mr. Willmrd, 
kutnoihytk^ M€tken. 

Not daring to refute any longer, Parrit, pro- 
fessedly yielding to the demand, contented to a 
Mutual Coundl, but avoided it, in thit way. 
Each |)arty was to select three Clinrchct, to main- 
tain its interestt and give friendly protection to 
itt rightt and feelings. The aggrieved brethren 
telectod the Churdiet of Rowley, Salitbury and 
Ipswich. Parrit undertook to object to the 
Church of Ipswich ; and refused to proceed, if it 
was invited. Of course, the aggrieved brethren 
persisted in their right to name the Churchet on 
their side. Knowing that they had the right to 
to do, and that public opinion would tuttain them 
in it, Parrit escaped the dilemma, by calling an 
«r ;>arft Coundl ; and the Churchet invited to it 
were those of North Boston, Weymouth, Maiden, 
and Rowley. Tlie first wat that of the ^lathertb 
That Parrit wtt right in relying upon the Rev. 
Samuel Torrey of Weymouth, it rendered proba- 
ble by the drcumttaifioe that, of the namct of 
the fourteen Minittert, induding all thote knows 
to have been oppotedto the proceedingt at Sa- 
lem, attadied to the recommendation of the 
CSsfff •/ CmteMnei^ hit b not one; and may 



tiklMM WRCBCRAFT AJn> CNH'MNI 



be coDtidered as made oertaiD bj the fact record- acciniiig gir!a, to know of them '* who afflieled** 
ed by Bewail, that he wan opposed to the dlsooo- 1 them. Fur these reatona, and thcae alone, tliagr 
tinnance of tlie Trials. The Paxtor of the Mai- j '* ralMnit the whole** to the decision of the Ar- 



deo Church was the venerable Michael Wiggles- 
worth, a gentleman of the highest repute ; who 
had declined the Pres^idency of llanrard College; 
whose son and jirand 9on lR>canie Professors in 
that institution ; and whose descendants still sus- 
tain the honor of their nunie and lineage. From 
the tone of his writings, it is quite pruliable that 
he favored the witchcraft proceedings, at the be- 
ginning ; but the change of mim^ afterwards 
strongly expressed, had. |)crliaps, then begun to 
l>e experienced, for he did not respond to the 
call, as his name does hot appear in the record 
of the Council. Tlic fact that Parris cliiefly de- 
I tended up<»n the Church at North Boston, of 
which Cotton Mather was Pastor, to sustain his 
cause, in a Council, whose whole business was to 
pass u|)on his conduct in the witchcraft prosecu- 
tions, is quite decioive. That Church was named 
by him, from the first to the last, and neither of 
the otiicr Breton Churclies. It shows that he 
turned to Cotton Mather, more than to any other 
Minister, to l)e his champion. 

It is further decisively proved that the reaction 
had l)ecome strong among the Ministers, by the 
unusual stc))s tliey took to prevent that Council 
l)eing under the sway of such men as Cotton 
Mather and Torrey, thereby prolonging the mis- 
chief. A meeting of the ** Reverend Eldeis of 
•* the Bay " was held ; and Mr. Parris was given 
to understand that, in their judgment, the 
Churches of Messrs. Allen and Willard ought also 
to \ye invited. He bitterly resented this, and saw 
that it sealed his fate ; but felt the necessity of 
yielding to it. The addition of those two 
Churches, with their Pastors, determined the char- 
acter and result of the Council, and gave new 
strength to the aggrieved brethren, who soon suc- 
ceeded in comi)elling Parris and his friends to 
agree to submit tlie whole matter to tlie arbitra- 
tion! of three men, mutually chosen, whose decision 
should be final. 

The umpire selected in behalf of the oppo- 
nents of Parris was no .other than Elisha Cook, 
the head of the party arrayed against Mather. Wait 
Winthrop apjKiars to have Iieen selected by Par- 
ris ; and Samuel Se nail was mutually agreed u|M>n. 
Two of the three, who thus passed tinal judgment 
against the proceedings at the Salem Trials, 
sat on the Bench of the Special Court of Oyer 
and Terminer. The case of the aggrieved breth- 
ren was pref^nted to the Arbitrators in a docu- 
ment, signed by four men, as "Attorneys of the 
'* |)eople of the Village,^ each one of whom had 
been struck at, in the time of the prosecutions. 
It exelitsitelp refers to Mr. Parris's conduct, in 
the witchcraft. prosecutions; to **hts believiug 
'* the Devil*t accusations;** and to hit going to the 



bitrators, cimcluding thus: ** to detemiiiie wbctb- 
" er we are, or ought to be, any ways obliged to 
** honor, res|)ect, and support Mich an inatrameal 
' * of our mit^rics.'* The Arbitrators deci«led that 
they ouf/ht not ; fixed the sum to be paid to Pkr- 
ria, as a final settlement ; and declared the miB- 
isterial relation, iMtween him and the people of 
the Village, dissolved. 

With this ofiicial statement of the groondi oa 
which his dismission was demanded and obteia- 
cd, before his eyes, as printed by Calef (p. 63}, 
this Reviewer says that Pania rpmained the XiB- 
ister of Salem Village, five years ** after the 
*' witchcraft excitement;** and further aaya^ ^tbe 
'MmmcdiHte cause of hia leaving, waa liismiar* 
** rel with the Parish, concerning thirty eoras of 
*'wood and the fee of the paraonage.*' Ho 
thus thinks, by a dash of hit pen, to strike oat 
the record of the fact that the main, in truth, 
the only, ground on which Parrb waa dismiaaed, 
was the part he bore in the witchcmf t proaecB- 
tions. The salary question had been pendiiM^ in 
the Courts ; but it was wholly left oat ofmw, 
by the the party demanding hia diamlaaioB. It 
had nothing to do witli dUmiuUm; waa a qiMo-> 
tion of contract and de^ ; and was absorbed ia 
the ** excitement.** which had neter ceated^ aboot 
the witchcraft prosecutions. The Arbltratora did 
not decide those questions, about salary and the 
Iwlance of accounts, except as incidental to iSkm 
other question, of dUmiuMm, 

Tlie feeling among the inhabltanta of Mea 
Village, that Cotton Mather was in syup«thy 
with 3Ir. Parris, during the witdicraft praeecn- 
tions, is demonstrated by the facta I have ad- 
duced connected with the oontroveny b^weea 
them and the latter, and moat emphaticaUy faj 
their choice of Elisha Cook, as the Arlntrator, oa 
their part. Surely no persons of that day, oa- 
derstood the matter better than they did. la- 
deed, they could not have been mistaken about 
it It remained the settled conriction of that 
community. 

When the healing ministry of the suoceaaor 
of Parris, Joseph Green, was broagbt to a doae, 
l>y the early death of that good man, iu 171S, 
and the whole Parish, still feeling the dire efltecte 
of the great calamity of 1093, were moornlag 
their bereavement, expressed in their own laa- 
guage : ** the choicest flower, and greenest ollfo- 
** tree, in the garden of our God here, cat dowa 
** in its prime and flourishing estate^** they pawed 
a vote, earnestly soliciting the Rev. William Brat- 
tle of Cambridge, to visit them. He was alwmya 
a known op|)onent of Cottoo Mather. To hato 
selected him to come to them, la their diatuM 
and deatitotioB, Indicatea the Tiewi thea piaf»> 
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lent M the Yillage. He went to tbem and guided | extnuted : "IwonM 
them by bb advice, nntU they obtained a new 
Miniater. 

.;fnie mention of the fact bj Mr. Hale, abvidv 
Htattnl. that Cotton Mather's boolc, Memorable 
Ptt^ritleneu^ wan need as an authority by the 
Judges at the Salem Trials, shows that the nuthor 
of tliat work was regarded by Hale as, to that 
extent at least, nsponsibly connected with the 
prtiaecntloua. 

^^I pass over, for tlie present, the proceedings 
and writings of Bolicrt Calef. 

After the \n\me of a few years, a feeling, 
which had lieen slowly, but stendily, rising among 
the pe«>ple, that some general and puMic acknowl- 
edgment ott^ht to be made by nil who had been 
engaged in the proceedings uf 1002, nnd esfieoially 
by the authorities, of the %vron;»s c<»minitted in 
that dark day, Ijccame too stnmg to l)e safely 
diaregartled. On the seventeenth of IX'cemlicr, 
16M, Stougliton, then acting am Qovenuir, issued 
a Proclamation, ordaining, in bin name and that 
of the C«»uncil and Assembly, a Public F:u«t, to 
be kept on the fourteenth of Jamuary, t4i implore 
that the imger of God might lie turned uway, 
and His liand, tlien stretched over the people in 
manifold judgments, lifted. After referring to 
tlie particular calamities they were suffering 
and to tlie ninny days that ba^l been S|)etit in 
solemn addresses to the throne of menry, it ex- 
presses a fear tliat sometliing vi-ns still wanting 
to accompany their supplications, and proceeds 
to refer, specially, to the witchcraft tiagedy. It 
was on tlie i»ccaaon of this Fit^t, that Jiidgi; 
Sewall acted the ]>art, in the public assembly of 
tlie old S<»uth Church, for which his name will 
ever be hfld in d(*ar ami lionored memory. 

The public mind was, no duubt. gratified and 
much relieved, but not <i:iti!*tled, by this demon- 
stration. The Proclamation did not after all, 
meet its demands. CJp<m careful fxami nation 
and dclil>erate reflection, it rntlier ag<;ravated the 
prevalent feeling. Written, as was 10 l)esup 
posed, by 8tought<»n, it could not represent a re- 
action in which he Untk no part It s|)oke of 
** mistakes on cither Imnd.*' and used general 
forms, ** wherein %ve have done amiss, to do so 
** no more." It endorsed, in a new utterance, 
the delusion, sheltering the pro|)er agents of the 
misdiief, by ascribing it all to ''Satan and his 
*'in«tmmerits. through the awful judgment of 
**€lfKl:** and no atonement for the injuries to 
the «{ood name and estat<'s of the sufferers, not 
to 8|)eak of the lives that had been cut off, was 
suggested. The c*onvicti<in was only deepened, 
in all i;o<id minus, tliat wimething more ought to 
he dime. Mr. Hale. <if Beverly, met the obliga- 
tion pressing upon his sens«» of justice and ap- 
pealing to him with especial force, by writing I pa««sed bv the Church at Salem Village, on tlie 
hia book, from which the following passages are ' fourteenth of February, 170S — "We are, through 



yet nearer to our own 
'* timea, and bewafl the crrota and miatakes that 
*' have been, in the year 16M— by following audi 
** traditions of our fathers, maxima of the com- 
** mon law, and precedents and iwindplea, which 
*<now we may see, weighed in the balance of 
*'tliesanctuar}', are found too light— Such was 
"the darkness of that day, the tortures and 
'* lamentations of the afflicted, and the power of 
*' former preoidents, tluit we walkect in the 
"clouds and could not see onrway — I would 
"humbly propose whether it be not expedient 
" that stHuewhat more should be publicly done 
** than yet hath, for dearing the good name and 
* * reputaticm of tone that have suffered upon thia 
"accoont** 

The Rev. John Higghnon, Senior Pastor of 
the First Church in Sah^ thai eiffhty-two years 
of age, in a recommendatory BpUtUtotkeRMder^ 
pnflxedtoMr. Hale*s Uiok, dated the twenty-third 
of March, 1898, after stating that, " under the in* 
** fimiities of a decrepit old age, lie stirred little 
" abroad, and was much dieenal Jed (both in body 
*' and mind) from knowing and judging of oc- 
' * currents and transactionsof that time, ^ proceeda 
to say that he waa " more willing to accompany ^ 
Mr. Hale *' to tlie press,** because he thought hia 
" treatise neidful and useful upon divers aocounta;** 
among others spedfied by him, is the following : 
" That- whatever errors or mistakea we fdl into, 
" in the dark hour of temptation that waa upon 
"us, may be (upon more light) so discovered, 
" acknowledged, and disowned by ua, as that it 
" may Ijc matter of warning and caution to those 
" that come after us, that they may not fall into 
"the like. — /. CW. x, 11. Fidiz fuemfadunt 
**alUna perieuJa eautum. I would also pro- 
** pound, and leave it as an object of oonsidera- 
" tion, to our honored >[agistrates and Reverend 
"Ministers, whether the equity of that law in 
" Letitieut, Chap. iv. for a sin-o£Fering f or the 
** Rulers and for tlie Congregation, in the case of 
* * sins of ignorance, when tht^y come to be known, 
" lie not obliging, and for direction to us in a 
" Gos|K;l way.*^ The venerable man condudes by 
saying that " it shall lie the pmyer of him who 
"is daily waiting for his diange and looking 
" for the mercy of the Lord Jesus Christ, unto 
" eternal life,^' that the "blessing of Heaven may 
" go along with thia little treatise to attain the 
** good ends tliereof ." 

Judge Sewall, too, and the Jury that had 
given the verdicts at the Trials, in 1092, publicly 
and cmphati{*a11y acknowledged that they had 
been led into error. 

All these things afford dedsive and af- 
fecting evidence of a prevalent conviction t!.at 
a great wrong had lieen committed. The vote 



■ALBf wiicBlau^ jJK^ cofrnk ItM 



** God^ft mncj to m, coiiTiiioed that we were, 
** ftt that dark day, oader the power of those I 
** erroTi which then preFaileil in the land.** j 
^ We desire that this mnj be entered in our 
** Church- lx>ok,^ ^ that iu> God may forgive our 
'* Sin, and may be atone<l for the land ; and we 
** humbly pray tha( Go<l will not !eaTe us any 
^ more to Kuch emirs and sins ^ — affords strik- 
ing proof that the right feeling had penetrated 
the whole community. On the eighth of July, 
of that same year, nearly the whole bo<ly of the 
Cleigy of EMex-county addressed a Memorial 
to the General Court, in which they say, *' There 
** is great reason to fear that innocent persons 
** then suffered, and that God may have a con- 
'* tmverBy with the land upon that a* C(»unt." 

Nothing of the kind, however, was ever hesrd 
from the Ministers of Boston and the vicinity. 
Why did they not join their voices in this pray- 
er, going up el««where, from all concerned, for 
the divine forgiveness? We know that most 
of them felt right. Samuel Willard and James 
Allen did; and so did William Brattle, of Cam- 
bridge. Their silence cannot, it peems to me, 
he accounted for, but by considering the degree 
to which they were embarrassed by the relation 
of the Mathers to the affair. One brave-hearted 
old man remonstrated against their failure to 
meet the duty of the hour, and addressed his 
remonstrance to the right quarter. The Rev. 
Michael Wigglesworth, a Fellow of Har\'ard 
College, and honored in all the Churches, wrote 
a letter to Increase Mather, dated July 22, 
1704 [Mather Bipen, 6^7], couched in strong 
and li«>ld terms, {beginning thus : 

^ Ret. akd Dear S*. I am right well assur- 
*' ed that both yourself, your son, and thf rest of 
** our brethren with you in Boston, have a deep 
*^ sense upon your spirits of the awful symptoms 
^ of the Divine displeasure that we lie under 
*' at this day.^ After briefly enumeratinir the 
public calamities of the period, he continues . 
** I doubt not but you are all endeavouring to 
** find out and discover to the people the caus- 
'* es of God^s controversy, and how they are to 
** be remove<l ; to help forward this diflUcult and 
'* necessary work, give me leave to impart some 
** of my serious and solemn thoughts. I fear 
** (amongst our many other provocations) that 
" God hath a controversy with us about what 
" was done in the time of the Witchcraft. I 
** fear that innocent blood hath been shed, and 
** that many have had their hande defiled there- 
*' wiih,^ After expressing his In^lief that the 
Judges acted conscientiously, and that the 
persons concerned were deceived, he proceeds : 
'* Be it then that it was done ignorantlj. Fau), 
"a Pharisee, persecuted the Church of God, 
** shed the blood of G«»d*s Saints, and yet olitain- 
*' ed mercy, because he did it in ignoranoe; but 



" how doth ht liewail it, and thameliiraiielf fer il, 
*' liefore God and men afterwardn. [/. Tim. i, tS^ 
**!€,] I think, and am verily perviiaded, God CK* 
** fleets tliaf we do the like, in order to our ohtain- 
" ing his |»ard«»n : I mean by a Put^ and 8ol* 
'*einn acknowledgment of it and bamiliatioB 
'* for it ; and tlie m«ire |iarticttlariy imd pcfaon- 
** ally it is dom* by all that have been actoi% the 
** more pleading it will lie to God, and more cf* 
** fectual to turn away hia jodgnienta from the 
'*I^nd, and to prevent his wiath from falliag 
** upon the persona and familiea hf sucli m h«fe 
** bHA nM«t concerned. 

** I know this is a Noli Mk ttmgefy but wbel 
'*sliall we do? Must we pine away ia our ib- 
** iquitifs, rather than boldly declare the Oooneal 
** of God, who tells ua, [Imtie i. 15.] * When job 
** * make many prayer^ I will not beer yuo, yoor 
'* * hands are full of blood.* ^ 

H« fnrtlier saya that be believes that **the 
^* whole country lies under a curse to thii day, 
** and will do, till some effectual ooutm be takcA 
** by our h<»nored Governor and General Comt to 
** make amends and reparation ** to the familice 
of such as were condemned '*for aoppoeed 
** witchcraft,*^ or Irnve **heen mined by taking 
* * away and making havoc of their estatea. ** Af- 
ter continuing the aiguoient, dispofing of the ex* ' 
cuse that the country was too impovetiabed to 
do any thing in that way, he dssrgcs hi^ cof i«»- 
popdent to coromunicate hia thoughti to **tbe 
** Rev. Samuel Willard and the rest of our bretb- 
*' ren in the ministry,^ that acti<m may be takes, 
without delay. He condndea hia plain nod ear- 
nest appeal and remonstrance, in thew wonk: 
*' I have, with a weak body and trembling hand, 
** endeavoured to leave my testimony belon I 
** leave the world ; and having Mt it with yo« 
** (my Rev. Brethren) I hope i shall leave tbb 
** life with more peace, when God seeth meet to 
**callmehenoe.** 

He died within a year. When the tune of tbii 
letter is carefully considered, and the pieasoTB of 
its forcible and bold reasoning, amomiting to ex- 
postulation, is examined, it can hardly be qiiee- 
tioned that it was addr^sed to the p«rK>n8 who 
most needed to be appealed to. Bat no etfecl^^ 
appears to have been produced by it ^^^^ 

In introducing hia re|K>rt of the Triab, ooa- 
tained in the Wondert of the IntidbU ITerU; 
Cotton Mather, alluding to the " sunriving rda- 
'* tions** of those who had been execute^ m^: 
*' Tlie Lord c(»mfort them." It was poor cooio- 
lation he gave them in that Ijook— holding op 
their parents, wives, and husbands, aa ** Malefae- 
** tora.** Neither be nor hb father ever ezpnm* 
ed a sentiment in harmony with thoee ottered bj 
Hale, Higginson, or Wi^leswortb— on the ooa- 
I trary. Cotton Mather, writing a year alter the flik 
I lero Tragedy, almoat cbncklea over It.: ** b tii» 
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"whole— the DerO got jnit nothing— bat Ood 
"got prmiseiw Christ got subjects, the Holj 
'* Spirit got temples, the church got addition, 
":uid the soaU of men got ererlasting benofils.*^ 
•»-.fW4r/; 12, 

8toiighton remained nearly the whole time, un- 
til his death, in Majr, 1703, in control of afTairi. 
By his inflaence OTer the Oorernment and that 
of the Matliers over the Clergy, nothing was done 
to remove the dark stigma from the honor of the 
Pronnce, and no.seiisunable «>r adequate re|)ani- 
tiun ever made for the Great Wrong. 

I am additionally indi'l>ted to the kindness of 
Dr. Moore for the following extracts from a Ser- 
mon to tbe General Assemmy, delivered by Cot- 
tan Mather, in 1709, intitled TheopolU Amerita- 
" na. Pure Gold in the market place." 

"In two or three too Memorable Dayt of 
** TemptatUm, that have been upon us, there 
** haTc been Errort Committed. You ure always 
** ready to Declare unto all the W<irld, * That you 
" ' disapprove those Errors.^ You are willing to 
'* inform all mankind with your DecJarntiont. 

" That no man may l)e Persecuted, l>ecaose he 
'*is Conscienciouhly not of the same Religious 
** Opinions, with those that are uppermost. 

"And; That Persons are not to be jud^^ed 
** Confederates with Evil Spirits, merely because 
** the Evil Spirits do make Possessed People ciy 
** cot upon theuL . 

^ Could any ttung be Proposed further, by 
** way of Reparation, [Besides the General Day 
** of Humiliation, which was ap|K>inted and ob> 
** served thro' the Province, to bewayl the Errors 
*' of our D^rk time, some years ago :] Tou would 
** be willing to hearken to it** 

The suggestiim thus made, not, it mu!<t be con- 
femedf in very urgent terms, did not, it is proba- 
ble, produce much iuipresbitm. The preacher 
seemed to rest upon the Proclamation issued by 
Stoughton, some eleven years before. Coupling 
the two errors specified together, was not calcu- 
lated to give effect to the recomendation. Pub- 
lic opinion was not, then, ]>repared to second 
sach enlightened views as to religious lii>erty. 

It is very noticaMe that Mather here most be 
considered as admiting that '* in the Dark time,*' 
persona were judged *' Confwlcrates with Evil 
" Spirits" "merely'Mjocauseof S|)ectral Evidence. 
All that was said, on this occidion, does not 
amount to any thing, as an expression of perian- 
al opinion or feeling, relating to points on which 
Hale and Hij^ginson uttered their deep scnsibili- 
ty, and Wig^lesworth had addressed to the Math 
ens and other Ministers, his solemn and searching 
appeal. The duty of reparation for the great 
wrong was thrown off upon others, than those 
particularly and prominently rcsiMHisible. 

Nothing has led me t«> suppose that Cotton 
Mather was cruel or heartless, in bis natural or 
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I habitual dispotitioo. He never had the wiadooi or 
■ dignity to acknowledge, as an individnal, or m» 
I one of the Clergy, or to pro|)ose specific reparatioo 
fur, the fearful mischiefs, sufferings and horron 
I growing out of the witchcraft pmfenitions. The 
I extent to which he was at the time. Mid probably 
; always continued to lie, the victim of baleful ea- 
. perstiti«»ns, is his only afiology, and we must al- 
low it just weight 

I A striking instance of the occasional asoenden- 
j cy of his better feelings, and of tbe singular 
I methods in which he was accustomed to act^ is 
' presented in the following extract from hit Diary, 
at a late period of his life. We may receive it as 
anindicatioo that he was not insensible of his obli- 
gation to do good, where, with his participatioD, 
so much evil bad been done: '* There b a town 
in this countiy, namely, Salem, which has many 
poor and bad people in it, and such as are et- 
" pecially scandalous for staying at home on the 
" Lord's day. I wrapped up seven distinct par- 
" eels of money and annexed seven little books 
" about repeutanoe, and seven of the monitory 
" letter against profane absence from the hooae 
*' of G. d. I sent those things with a namdess 
" letter nnto the Bfinister of that Town, and de- 
" sired and empowered him to dispense the char- 
" ity in his own name, hofiing thereby the more 
"to ingratiate his ministry with the people. 
" Who can tell how Ux the good Angelsof Heav- 
" en cooperate in these piooNding!i \ ^ 

XVL 

mrroRT or oninoN ab to cotton xatreb, 

CONTIXUED. FRAKCI8 HTTCRINSON. DAKIBL 
KEAL. ISAAC WATTS. THOMAS RUTCRIltSOlt 
WILLIAM BCKTLET. JOON ELIOT. JOSIAB 
QUDK^T. 

It was the common opinion in England, that 
the Mathers, particularly the younger, were pre- 
eminently responsible for the proceedings at Sa- 
lem, in 1692. Francis Hutchinson, in the work 
from which I have quoted. Sfieaks of the whole 
system of witchcraft doctrine, as '* fantastic no- 
•*tions," which are "so far from raising thdr 
'* sickly visions into legal evidence, that they are 
"grounded upon the very dregs of Pagan and 
** Popish superstitions, and leave the lives of in- 
**nocent men naked, without defence against 
•* them;** and in giving a list of books, written 
for upliolding them, mentions, **Mr. Increase 
•*and Mr. Cotton Mather's several tracts;" and, 
in his Chapter on Witchcraft in Massadiusetta, in 
1692, commends the lx>ok of *' Mr. Calef, a Her- 
** chant in that Plantation.** 

About the same time, the Rev. Danid Ned, 
the celebrated author of the Weloryofike Purt- 
tan*, wrote a HUtery of Kem England, in 
which he gives place to a brief, impartial, and 
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JmI aeoooDt of the witdnrmft procccdingi, fai 
1092. He alistains frooi personal criticiMiM» but 
eK|ireaws this geiieral f entinient : * * Strange wcie 
" tlic Diistakefl that pome of the wisifit and licit 
" men of the conntri* committed on this orca- 
'*fiion : ii'hich mutt hare been fatal to the whole 
•* Province, if God, in his Providence, had w»t 
** mercifully inter|»09iid.'' The only sentence 
that c<»ntain<« a j^tricture on Cotton Mather, partic- 
ultirl}', is that in which he thus refers to his 
statement that a certain confession was freely 
made. Ncal quietly su}*gest«, " %vhether the act 
** of a man in prison, and under appretiensiiin of 
**deatli, may lie called free. I leave othen to 
'* judge.** Dr. Isaac Watts, having reafl NeaVs 
lK>ok, thou$;ht it necessary to write a letter to 
Cotton Mathor, dntfd, February 19, 1720; {Jinm- 
aehti^etU rfutorieal Colfettiont, /., «., SCO) 
and, describing a conversation he had just been 
having with Xea), says: ** There is an<»tlier 
** thing, wherein my l>rother is solicitous lest lie 
** should h:ive diftpleased you, and tliat w, the 
"Chapter on Witchcraft, but, as he has related 
** matters of fact, by comparison of several aii- 
*'thor8, he hoiH.'S that you will forgive that he 
"has not fallen into your sentiments exactly.** 
The anxiety felt by Neal and Watts, lest the fed' 
inss of Mather might \xi wounded, shows what 
they thought of his implication with the aflfiur. 
Tills inference is rendered unavoidable, wlien we 
examine Nears Itodk and find that he qnotes or 
refers to Calef. nil along, without Ihe slightest 
question as tn his credibility, receiving his state- 
ments and fully rvcognizinff his authority. In- 
deed, bis references to Calef are alwut ten to one 
oftener than to Mather. The attempt of Neal 
and Watts to smo(»tlic the matter down, by say- 
ing that the f«irmer had Ix'en led Ut his conclu- 
sions by **a comiMirison of several authors,** 
could have given little satisfacti(m to Matlier, as 
the authors whom he chiefly refers to, are Calef 
and Mather; and. com]>aring them with each 
other, he followed Calef. 

The impression thus held in England, even bj 
Matlier's friends and correspimdents. that be was 
unpleasantly connected with tlie Witchcraft of 
1692, has l)een uniformly ex|Nrrienced, on both 
sides of the water, until this Reviewer*s attempt 
to erase it from the minds of men. 

Thomas Hutchinson was liorn in 1711, and 
brought up in the neighlx>rhm)d of the Mathers; 
finishing his collegiate course and taking his Bach- 
elor's degree at Harvard College, in 1 727. a year 
liefore the death of Cotton Mather. He had ofi- 
portunities to form a correct judgment al>ont Sa- 
lem Witchcraft and the chief actors in tlie pro- 
ceedings, greater than any man of his day; 
but his duse family comiecti(»n with the Mathet* 
Imposed some restraint U|M>n his expressions; not 
cnongfa, however, to justify the statemeolof the 



Reviewer that he does not mentioB the " agCBcy ** 
of Cotton Mather in tliat trans^ctioo. There are 
several vety distinct references to Mather^ 
** agency,** in Hutchinson's account of the truw- 
actions connected with Salem WItcbrraft, soom 

of which I have cited. I ask to whom doee the 

following iwssage refer? — it., 6S, —••One of ^^^ 
•* Ministers, who. in tlic time of it, was foflj 
•• convinced tha^ the complaining perKms weie 
•* no imiiostors, and who vindicated his own eoD- 
••duct and that of the Court, in a KarratiTe he 
•* pnblislK'd, remarks, not long after, inbbDIefy, 
•* that many were of opinif«D that innoeeot blood 
'•had been ihed.** 

This shows that Hutchinson regarded Oottun ^ 
Mather*s agency in the light in which I haTe wo- ^ 
resented it; that he considered him as wholly 
committed to the then prevalent delorfoD; Hi 
acting a part that identifiecl him with the praee- 
cutions ; and that the Narrative he pablisbed was 
a joint vindication of himself and the Ooort. 
Hutchinson fastens the passage oiion Mather, bjr 
the reference to the Diary; and while he saji thii 
it contained a statement,* that many believed Hie 
liersons who suffered innocent, he avoids saying 
that such was the opinion of the anthor of the 
Diaiy. 

Finally, his taking |Murticnlar pains to do it, fagr 
giving a Note to the purpose of expressing hia 
c<mfiden«t^ in Calef, immoundng him a '• fair le- 
'•lator**— II , 56 — proves that Governor Hatdiin- 
son held the opinion about Mather's ••agca^,** 
which has always heretofore lieen ascrilied to him. 

William Bentley, D. D., was liom in Boelon, 
and foralargepartof the first half of hislife. rerid- 
ed, as his family had done for a long period, in 
the North ]>art of that Town. He was of a tmB ai 
mind to gather all local traditions, and, tlnoni^ 
all his days, devoted to antiquarian pnmiita 
No one of his period paid more attentioQ to the 
subject of the witchcraft delusion. For modi of 
our information concerning it, we are indebted to 
hU HiUory and Detcription of SaUm. |irinted in 
\m^--Ma$9aehv$ett* Hhtorieal Mleeti&M, /.« 
91. — After relating many of its incidcoti^ 
he breaks forth in condemnation of those 
who, disapproring, at the time, of the proceed- 
ings, did not come out and denounce then. 
Holding the opinion, which had come down 
from the beginning, that Increase Mather dinp- 
proved of the transaction, he indignantly repnm- 
ates the idea of giving him any credit therefor. 
•• Increase Mather did not oppose Cotton Mather** 
— this is the utterance of a received, and, to tun, 
unquestioned, opinion that Cotton Mather ap- 
proved of, and was a leading agent in, the praa- 
ccotionsL 

The views of Dr. John Eliot« are f redy givw, 
to the same effect, in his Biograpkieal DkU mm 
ry, as will presently be abowa. 
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Hie late Joriah Qaincj bad studied the aoiiaU 

ef Slasaachntetts with the thoruaghncM with 

which he grappled ereiy sybjcct to which he 

turned hit thoughts. His ancustml asstx^ia- 

tions ooTered the whole period of iti^ hi>ii»ry ; and 

all the channels of the local traditions of Bo>ton 

were open to his enqairini^ and earnest mind. His 

BUtary of Harvard Univertity is a roonament 

that will stand forever. In that work, he Hpcaks 

of the agreement of Stou!;hton*s views with those 

of the Mathers: and. in ctmnection with the ! 

witchcraft delusion, saj's that both of them ** had 

**an efficient agency in producin*; and prolong- 

'^ingthat excitement^* *'Tlic conduct of In- 

"crease Mather, in relation to it, was marked 

*'with caation and political skill; but that 

*' of hia son. Cotton MHther, m'ss headlon;;. 7.eal- 

** cos, and fearless, both as to character and ctm- 

'* sequences. In its commencement and pro- 

** gress. his activity is every- where conspicuous.*' 

The Reviewer represents Mr. Quinoy ai» uicri'l j 
repeating what I had said in my Lectures. He 
makes the same reckloss assertion in reference to 
Bancroft, the late William B. O. Pcabody, D, 
D.« and eyfTj one else, %t1io has written upon the 
subject, since 1 831 . The idea that Josiah Quincy 
'*to<»k his cue** from nie, is simply pre|K>sterous. 
He does not refer to me, nor ;;ive any indication 
that he had ever seen my LfctureSj but cites Ca- 
•lef, as his authority, over and over again. Dr. 
Peabody refers to Calef throughout, and draws 
upon him freely and with confidence, as evei^' 
one else, who has written aliout the transacti(»n, 
has probably done. 

It may safely be said, that no historical fact 
haa ever been more steadily recojrnizcd, than the 
action and. to a great dci;ree, r<»ntro11ing agency, 
of Cotton Mather, in support! lis; and promoting 
the witchcraft pr >ceedin£rHof 1G93. That it has, 
all ahmg, licen the establij^hed conviction of the 
public mind, is proved by the chronolo;rical series 
of names I have oniduced. Tliomas Hutchinson, 
John Eliot, William Bjntley, and Josiah Quincy, 
cover the whole peri'>d fiom Cott<m blather's day 
to this. They knew, as well ivn any other men 
that can be named, the current opinions, trans- 
mitted sentiments, and local and personal annals, 
of Boston. They reflect with certainty an a&iur 
ance, runnins^ in an unbroken course over a cen- 
tury and a half. Tlicir family connections, so- 
cial position, conversance with event;!, and famil- 
iar knowledge of what men thoui^ht, l>elieved, 
and talked a1>out, give to their concurrent and 
continuous testimony, a force and weight of an 
thority that are decisive; and demonstrate that, 
instead of my having invented and oriinnated 
the opinion of Cotton Mather*s agency in the mat- 
ter now under consideration, I have done no 
more than to restate what has been believed and 
uttered from the 
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Hie writer in the North American saya: 
*' Within the last forty years, there has grown 
** np a fashion, among our historical writen^ of 
** defaming his character and undemiting his 
*' productions^ For a siiecimen of tlicse attacks, 
*' the reader is refemd to a Supposed Letter 
**from Ret, Cotton Mather, D. />., with com- 
** itteutM on the tame hy Jnmen Stttn'jeJ^ The 
article mentioned consists of the ** supposed let- 
*' ter,** and a very valuable communication from 
the late Rev. Samuel Sewall. with ttonie items bj 
Mr. Savage — [Mn$MehuMettu lUetorieal CtAleo- 
tiojit, /v., t't., 122.] Neither of tliese enlightened, 
faithful, and indefatigable schulars is to be 
disposed of in this stjie. Tliey followed no 
** fashion;^ and their venerable names are held 
in honor by all true disciples of antiquarian 
and genealogical leaniing. Tl:e author of such 
woiks, in thb de|)artment, as Mr. Savage has 
prmluced, cannot be thus si*t aside by a magiste- 
rial and supercilious waving of the hand of this 
Reviewer. 

xvn. 

THE EFPBCT UPON THE POWER OF THE XATUEHa, 
IN THE PUBUC AFFAIH8 OF THE PBOVIKCB, OF 
THEIR COXXECTION WITH WITCHCRAFT. 

The Reviewer takes ezcepticm to my statement, 
that the coniiection of the Mathers with the 
witchcraft business, " broke down ** their influ- 
ence in public affairs. What are the facts t It 
has been shown, that the administration of Sir 
William Phi|>s, at its 0|)ening, was under their 
control, to an extent neyer equalled by that of 
private men over a Government. The prayers of 
Cott<m Mather were full}* answered ; and if wise 
and cautious counsels had been given, what Imth 
father and son had so coveted, in the |Militical 
management of the Province, would have lieeu 
|>ennanently realized. But, aiming to arm them- 
seltcs with terriflcand overwhelming strength, by 
invoking the coo))eration of forces fn>m the spir- 
itual, invisible, and dia1>oliral world, with lash 
•• precipitancy," they hurried on the witchcraft 
prosecutions. The consequence was. that in six 
months, the whole machinery* on which they had 
placed their reliance, was prostrate. At the very 
next election, Elisha Cook was chosen and Na- 
thaniel Saltonstall rechosen, to the Council ; and, 
ever after, the Mathers were driven to the wall, in 
desperate and unavailing self-defence. 

No \\tkTiy or faction could claim the Earl of 
Bellamont, during his brief administration, oov- 
I erins; but fourteen months. Although the only 
nolileuian ever sent over as Governor of Massa- 
chusetts, more than all others, he conciliated the 
general good will. His short term of office and 
wise policy i>revented any ))articular advantage 
to the Mathers from the dedication to him of toe 
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Life ef Phip§, During the entire perioc!, b*> 
tween 1692 and the arrivii] of Dudley to the Gov- 
ernment, the opponent* of tlie Mathers were 
steadily incrtusing tlkfir stren^h. Op|ioeitioB to 
Incrcaste Mntlier was soon developed in atteupts 
to remove him from the Presidencj of Harmrd 
College. In 1 701 , nii Order was( iiAived by the Gen- 
eral Court, '* that no man should act as Pn>ident 
** of the Culle^^e, who did not reside at Cam- 
** bridge.** Tliis decidcil the matter. Increase 
blather resigned, on tlie sixth of 8e|itetn1ier fd- 
lowing; and. tlie same day, tlie Rev. 8amuc*l Wil- 
lard took charge of the Oillcge, under the title 
of Vioc-prcsident, and acted as President, to the 
acceptMUoe of the ])e<ip]e and with the i»-U|»|Mirt 
of the Government of the Province, to bis death, 
in 1 707 — all th'i while allowed to retain the pas 
tond connection with his Church, in Boston. 

J(»seph Dudley arrived from England, on the 
eleventh of June, 1702, with his Comroisaon, as 
Captain-general and Governor «>f the Province. 
On the sixteenth, he made a rail upon CHton 
Mather, who relates the interview in his Diarj. 
It seems that Mather made quite a s|)eech to the 
new Governor, urging him ** to carr>* an indi£Fer- 
'* ent haml toward mU |)arties,^* and explaining hb 
meaning thus: **By no means, let any {icople 
'* have cause to say that you take all your meas- 
** ures from the two Mr. Mathers.^ lie then ad- 
ded : ** By the same nde. I may say without of- 
" fence, by no means let any people say that 
*' you go by no mcaMurefrin your conduct but Mr. 
'* Byfield's* and Mr. Leverctt^s. This 1 S|ieak, 
**not from any |>er«onal p.'ejndice against the 
** gentlemen, but from a due consideratioi* of 
** the dis|>osition of the pe«>p]e, and as a 8c*rvice 
'* to your Excellency." 

Dudley — wlit'thcr judging rightly or not is to 
be determined b}* taking into view his position, 
the then state of iiarties, and the prinripl(« of 
human nature —evidently n*garded this as a trap. 
If he had f<il1owed the advice, and kept alocff 
from By field and Leverett, they would have been 
placed at a distance from him, and lie m-ould ne- 
cessarily have fallen into the hands of the Math- 
ers. He may have thonght th:it the only way to 
avoid such a result, was for him to explain to 
thiKic gentUnnen his avoidance of them, by men- 
tioning to them what Mather had said to him, 
thereby signifying to them, that, as a matter of 
policy, lie thought it be^t to adopt the suggva- 
ti(»n and stand aloof fn>m I Kith sides. Wheth- 
er acting from this ron<tideration or from ment- 
ment, he informed them of it ; whereu|M>n Math- 
er inserted this in his Diary : '* Tlie Wrktch 
** went uiitti those men and told them that I bad 
** advised him to lie no wa>*s dirpcted by them. 
* * and inflamed them into implacable rage against 

After this, the reUtiont between Dodl^and 



the Matberi most hare been anlBcJ g ntly n w h w n w l 
and micomfortalile ; hot no partieniar miliBe 
demonstrations appear to have bem wnne. •■ 
cither side, for some time. • 

Mr. Willard died on the twelflh of fleptesber, 
1707 ; and the great question again rose m totlM 
proper person to lie called to the head of te Ool- 
j lege. The extraordinary learning of Cotton Matb- 
' er nndoubtedly gave him commanding and nffn> 
eminent claims in the public eatimaticjn ; and he 
had reason to think that the favorite oli)ect of Us 
ambition was about to be attained, fiat he «ae 
doomed to bitter disappointment. On the twcn- 
ty-eiglith of October, the Corporatfon, tkrongh 
its senior member, the Rev. James Allen of Ben- 
ton, communicated to the Govcnor the vola of 
that body, appointing the '* Hcinorable Join Lev- 
*' erett "^ to the Presidency ; and, on the fnarteath 
of January, 1708, he was poUichr indneled to 
office. The Mathers could stand H no longer; 
but, six days after, addmard, earh, a letter to 
Dudley, couched in the bittemt and moat abn- 
sive teims.— flTaMffdltraeff^ Buitrkai SteUi^a 
Cnnfeti&ns, /., m., iS6.] No e x plorions of 
disappointed politicians and defratcd aapi- 
rsnts for oflice, in our day, surpass tficse lettcm 
Tliey show how deeply the writeis were stunf^. 
They heap maledictions on the Goveinor, with- 
out any of the restraints of fonrtesj or praprie- 
ty. Tliey charge biro with all sorts of nMrrrr- 
sation in office, bribery, peculation, eztortion, 
fslseness, hypocrisy, and even murder; hnpnt- 
ing to him ** the gvilt of innoceni blood,** lie- 
cause, many years before, he had, asChief.jwtW 
of New York, predded at the Trial of LtMerand 
Milbum ; and averring that '* those mm were not 
•* only murdered, but lairiiaroosly mnrdered.** 

It is observable that some of the heinona 
crimes charged upon Dudlf>y, occurred liefnrr his 
anival as Governor of Massachusetts, In ITOt; 
and that, in these very letters, they remind him 
that it was. in ptat, by their inflnence that he «aa 
then apiKiinted. and that a letter frnm Cnttcm 
Mather, in favor of his appointment, was rfi>d be- 
fore " the late King Willuim.** Both the Math- 
ers were remarkable for a lack of vision, in iff- 
erence to the logical bearing of what they said. 
It did not occur to them, that the fact of thefa- 
soliciting his appointment chised their months 
from making charges for public arts well known 
to them at the time. 

Dudley says that be was assured by tlie Math- 
ers, on his arrival, tliat he had the favor of all 
g«iod men ; and Cotton Mather, in his letter, re- 
minds him that he signaliisrd his friendly feel- 
ings, by giving to the public, on that ocrarion, 
the ** portraiture of a good man.** It ia piovedt 
theref«>re, by the evidence on both sides, that, 
wdl knowing all about the Leisler aflSair 
other crimes alleged agahMt Urn* tbcy 
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icady, and moat desirous, to lecaTO hb faror and ' 
friendship ; and to tdeutifjr themselres with his | 
administration. I 

In alludinsc to these letters, Hutchinson (fft»- \ 
tory, II, JP|,) says : ** In times when party spirit j 
*' preTails, what will n«>t a Qorernor's enemies ; 
'* believe, howerer injurious and Al)^urd \ At . 
** such a time, he was chanted with di!>|>*n8ing 
**»ummum jiu to Leisler and incurring an ««(• ; 
"graTated guilt of blood licyond that of a 
•• common mu rderer. Tht* other jwirty, no doubt, 
*' would have charged the failure of justice up* 
**on him, if L?islcr had l>een acquitted.** 

Dudley replied to both tho^t* extraordinary 
missives, in a letter dated the third of February, 
1708. After rebuking, in stem and di^nifietl 
Unguase, the tone and style of their letters, 
reminding them, by apt citations from Scriptun\ ' 
of the ''laws of wise and Christian reproof," . 
which they had violated, and showing ui>on wliat ■ 
false foundations their charges ressti'd. lie s:iyit : ; 
** Can you think it the most proper sea.<on to do i 
" me good by your admonitions, when you have | 
'* taken care to let the world know yon are out of . 
*' frame and filled with the last prejudice ! 
•* against my person and Government P ** Every 
"one can see thnmgh the protence, and is al>Ie 
** to acctmnt for the spring of these letters, and 
•* how they would have l)ecn prevented, witliout 
"easing any grievances you complain of.** He 
makes the following proposal: ** After all 
** though I have reason to complain to heaven 
**and earth of your unchri«tain rashness, and 
** wrath, and injustice. I would yet maintain a 
•• diristain temjier towards yon. I do, therefore, 
"now assure you that I shall lie ready to give 
••you all the tatisfactionCliristiapity requires, in 
" thfise points m-hich are pro|H*r for juu to seek 
•'to receive it in. when, with a proper temper 
•• and spirit, giving me timely notice, you do see 
** meet to make me a visit for that end ; and I 
•* exfiect the same satisfaction from you.** He 
offers this significant suggestion : " I desire von 
•• will keep your station, and let fifty or sixty 
"good Ministers, your equals in the Province, 
" have a share in the Government of the College 
•'and advise thereabont«, as well as yourselves, 
"and I hope all will lie well.** He concludes 
by claiming that he is sustained by the favor' 
of the " Ministers of New England*;** and char- 
acterises the issue l)ctween him and tliem 
thus : " Tlie " College mu<it be dis})osed against 
" the opinion of all the Ministers in New En:;- 
"land, except yourselves, or the Govern(»r torn 
"in pieces. This is the view I have of your 
•* inclination.** 

Dudley continued to administer the Govern- 
ment for eight years longer, until the infirmities 
of age compelled him to retire. Both Hutchin- 
•on and Doctor John Eliot give oa to* under- 



stand that he conduc-ted the public affaira with 
great ability and succeM, with the general ap- 
proval of all classes, and particularly of the 
Clrrgy. His statement that he hid the stip|io*t 
of all the Mioistera of New England, except the 
Mathers, was undouJitedly ct»rrwt. It is certain- 
ly true of the Ministt-rs of B«»ston. In his Di- 
ar>'. nndcr the year 1 709, C«>tton Mather says : 
••Tlie other Ministers of the Town are this day 
•' f existing with our wirkw: Governor. I liave, 
"by my prov«»king plainness and freed<im, in 
" telling this Al.alj of his wicke«lness. procured 
" myself to be left out of liis invitations. I re- 
"joiced in my li1>erty fnim the temptations 
"wherewith they were encuml>ered.** He set 
a|>art that day for fasting and prayer, the s|>ec- 
ial interest of which, he says. " wat to «>1)tain 
** deliverance and protection" from his "ene- 
•* mies,** whose names, he informs n«, be " men- 
** tioned unto the Lord, who liad promised to be 
•' my shield," 

The bitterness with which Mather felt excluaion 
from ]>ower is strikingly illustrated in a letter 
addresscfl by him to Stephen Sewall, published 
l>y me in the Ap])endix to the edition of my 
Leetnret, printed in 1831. I subjoin a few ex- 
tracts: "A couple of malignant fellows, a 
** while since, railing at me in the BooksrllcrV 
" shop, among other things tlicv said, 'and his 
" * friend Noyes has cast him off.* at which they 
"set up a lan;;hter.** "No doubt, you uuder- 
" stand, how ridiculouiily things have been nian- 
" aged in our late General Assembly ; voting and 
"unvoting, the same day; and. at last, the 
"squirrels |K'r|>etually running into the mouth 
••open for them, though they hid cried against 
•'it wonderfully. And your neii^hl)or, Sowgelder, 
" after his indefatigable pains at the castration 
"of all common honesty, rewarded, before the 
•* Court bnike U|>, with I>eing made one of yonr 
" brother Justices ; which the whole House, as 
•' well as the apostate himself, had in view, all 
" along, as the ex|)ected wages of his iniquity.** 
" If things continue in the present administra- 
"tion, there will shortly lie not so much as a 
'* shaciiw of justice left in the country'. Bribery, 
" a crime capital among the Pagans, is already a 
" peccadillo among us. All officers are learning 
" it And, if I should say. Judges wdl find the 
way to it. some will say, there needs not the 
future tense in the case.** '• Every thing is be- 
trayed, and that we, on the top of our house, 
•* may complete all, our very religion, with all 
"the Churches, is at last l>etniyed — the treachery 
"carried on with lies, and fallacious reprcsenta- 
" tiona, and finished by the rash hamla of our 
"Clergy.** 

That Cotton Mather continued all his anbae- 
quent life to experience the dissatisfaction, and 
give way to the foeUngs, of a diaappointad man, 
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it crident from hit Diarr. I litve quoted frum 
it a few iMssaget. The Reviewer says it ** is foil 
**of ftenitential confessions,*" and scfuis to liken 
him, in this resiiect. to the Ap<i6tle of tlie Gen- 
tiles. Speaking; of my having cited the Disiry, as 
historical evidence, he i^yt : " * Such a use of the 
**confi-As:onal, we l>eliere, is not common with 
** historical Mntero.'* I do not rememljer any- 
thing like ** penitential confessions,^ in the |mss- 
ages from the Diary given in my bo<»k. Tlie 
reader is rvfei red to them, in Volume IL Page 508. 
They l>elong to the year 1724, and arc thua pref- 
aced: 

" DaKK DiSPENtATIOMfl, BUT LIOBT ABUIXO 121 
"DAKKKESfi.'* 

** It may be «»f tome use to me, to observe 
**tonie very dark dispensations, wherein the rec- 
'* ompense of my poor essays at well-doing, in 
" this life, seem to look a little disci»uraging ; and 
''then to expre?>!« the triumph of my faith over 
"such and all discouragements.** "Of tlie 
''things that look dark, I may touch of twice 
"seven instancet.** 

Tlie writer, in the ChrUtian Examiner^ No- 
veml>er. 1831, fnim whom I took them, omitted 
two, " on actouut of their too personal or domes- 
" tic character," 

I cannot find the slightest trace of a |ienitcD- 
tial tear on those I luive quoted ; and cite now 
but one of them, as pertinent to the ])oint I am 
making: " What has a gracious Lord given me 
" to do for the go(»d of the country? in appli- 
** cations without numlier for it, in all its inter- 
"ests l>esides publications of things useful to it, 
"and for it. And, yet, tliere is no man whom 
"the c«)untry so loads with disrespect, and 
" calumnies, and manifold exiiressions of aver- 
•*sion." 

Tills is a s|>eciuion of the whole of them— one 
half recounting what he had done, the other 
complaining, siiinetimes almost scolding, at the 
|K>or reouital he had received. 

Presicifnt Leverett died, on the third of May, 
1724. His death was lamented by the conntr}'; 
and the most eminent men vied with each other 
in doing hou<»r to his memory. The Rev. Ben- 
jamin Colman called him " our master,** and pro- 
nounced his life as "great and good.'* "Tlie 
" young men saw him and hid themselves, and 
" the aged arose and stood up.** Dr. Appletou 
declared that he had been " an honored oma- 
" nient to his country. Verily, the breach is m 
" wide, that none but an all-sufficient God (with 
" whom is the residue of the Spirit) can re|>air 
"or heal it** The late Benjamin Peircc, in his 
History of ffartard 6'iitr«rtfify, aays tliat "his 
" Presidency was successful and brilliant.** He 
was honored abn>ad, as well at at home; and his 
name b inscribed on the rolls of the Royal Socie- 
ty of London. Mr. Peuce tayt: "He had a 
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great tad generont tool.** IKtBatBralabQitiw 
were cf a very high ofdcr. HitattainmeDit wei* 
prof oond and extensive. He wat wdl acquainted 
with tlie learned langnagea, with the arte and 
** sciences, with history, philotophy, law, divin- 
" ity, |M>litict.** Such, we are told, were " the 
" majesty and marks of greatncM^ in hit tpeed^ 
" his behaviour, and his very ounntenance,** that 
the students of the College were Inspired with 
reverence and affection. In his earlier and later 
life, he had been coinnected with the College, at 
Tutor and at Prrsident; and in the intermediate 
period, he had filled the highest Icgwlative and ju- 
dicial stations, and been intrusted with the mott 
important functions connected with the milltaij 
service. I am inclined to think, aU tMngt eon- 
sid«'rcd, a daim, in his behalf, might be pat in 
for the dbtiiiction the Reviewer awardt to Cot- 
ton Mather, as " douUlest the moat farilUant nan 
«' of hU day in New England.** 

President Leverett wat boned oo the aixth of 
>Iay. Cotton Mather olBdated at one of the Pall- 
bearers, and then went home, and made the fol- 
lowing entry in hit Diary, dated the aeventb: 
"The sudden death of the nnhapfiy man who 
"sustained the place of President w oor College, 
" will open a door for my doing tingnlar aerriott 
"in the best of Intere^tti I do not know 
** that the care of the College will now be eaat 
" up<»n me ; though I am told it it wkU it moat 
"generally wished for. If it shonld be, I shall 
" be in alNind:iiice of distnaM about it ; but, if it 
** should' not, yti I may do many things fur the 
"good of the College more quietly and more. 
" liopefully than formerly.** 

As time wore away, and no choice of President 
wat made, lie Ijecame more and more tentlble 
tha? an influence, ho:»tile to him, wat in the at- 
oendency ; and, on the firtt of July, he writet 
thus, in his Diary: **Thit day lieing oor intlpid, 
" ill-contrived anniversary, whidi we call Cbm- 
^'mencement, I chote to spend it at home^ in 
"supplications, |)artly on the behalf of the Col- 
" lege, that it may not be foolishly thrown away, 
*'but that Gild may bestow soch a Prvtideat 
"n|M)n it, as may prove a rich bleating nnto it 
" and unto all our ChnrdicaL** 

In thj meanwhile, he renewed hb attendance 
at the meetings of the Overseers; hiving never 
<iccupied his seat, in that Body, with the excep- 
tion of a single S.^on, during the whole period '^ 
of Levcretr*t( presidency. The Board, at a meet- 
ing he attended, un the sixth of Augott, 17M, 
{Missed a vote advising and directing the «pcedy 
election of a Pnsident. On the elei^nth, the Cor- 
poration cliiise the Rev. Joseph Sewall c^the Old 
South Church; and Mather reoordt the event in 
hit Diaiy, as follows: " I am infurmed that, yet- 
" terday, the tix men, who call t hemtcl vi t the 

Corporation of the CoU^ft, md^ and* cont rai y 
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«'to the cpidemioa expecUtioo of te eooatiy, XYIII. 

•'chciwj * modest %;.mDg mio, Sewtll, of «bow ^,,y^, ^tbem'b wwtwo. axd caAEicm. 

*' oietv (and little elte) «Tcr.» ooe gives a laudm- 

«• bic character.** Wliile C(iin|iellefl— by the attempt of the wri- 

*• I always finvttild tlM»« two things of the Cor- • tcr in th#» Xyrth American Hrchtf to reverRe the 
"pomtion: First, that, if it wie |):«!*»l»ic f»»r just verdict «>f hi«ti»ry in rvfereiMX* to Cotton 
**thcui to steer cK-ar of me, thfy will do so. MatliiT's conDdtion with Saletn Witchcraft — to 
•'Secondly that if it Wfrc i)«»!**il»le ft»r thciii lo ^4low tlie unhappy pjirt he acted and the terrible 
'•act foolishly, tlu^y will do bo. Th.' iKTp.tual n-<i»onsil»ility he incurri'^l. in brinj^inj? forward, 
**eiivy with which my essjiys lo serve tlie kin;;- . ami tarryinj; through its •tajres. that awful tra- , 
**duiii of God are triite«l am >ng theui, and the gedy, and the unworthy means Ik* used to throw > 
•* dread thit Sat;m has <if ray iKMting up his, thiit rc'S|>«>nsil»ility, aftiTwards. on others, I am 
*• qoarten at the ColU*;re, le<l m*- into the f»»nner not t<i Ik» mii^led i»it»i a f:il«e |M»!iition, io reference 
**ieotiment: the mirvfllous indiscretion, with to this extraordinary man. I endorie the Ian- 
•* which the affiirs of the dllege are managed, ' gunge of Mr. Peirce; ** He pt>s»cssed great vigor 
*'led nie into the latter.** ; ** and nctirity of mind, quickness of apprehen- 

Mr. Sewall dt^lined the apiMiintmeot On the ■ *'sion, a lively imagination, a pnnligioos mem- 
eighteenth of Xoveml»er, the Rev. Benjamin Col- i ** ory, uncommon facility in acquiring and c<»m- 
man, of tlie Brattle street Church, was chosen. He **municatiiig knowledge, wiih the most indc- 
also dediniiig, tlie Rev. Benjamin Wadsw«irth, of '* fatigable applicati<»n ami industry ; that lie 
tlie First Olmrch, wasdected. in June, 1725, and ••ama.^ised an imni'iise st.m- of information on 
inangnrated on the seventh (»f July. ] " all subjects, human and divine.** I follow Mr. 

It thus apiiears that Dr. Mather was |»ointetlly Peirce still further, in U^lieving that his natund • 
paascd over; and every other .Minister of B«iston tero|ierament was ple:is:mt and his sentiments of | 
successively chosen to that vreat office. a Ix'nevolent cast: *Mhat he was an habitual ; 

Of coarse he took, as Mr. Peirce informs Hit, ** promoter and doer of good, u evident, aa well 
no farther iMirt in tlu* management of tlie Col- ** fn>ni his writin^<> as from the variftus accoantu 
1^^ Wlnle he considere<l, as he expre!<ied it. '' that have Ikm^u tr.msmitted res|K-cting him.** 
the **sen«ele8sm-ss'* of those entnisted with its af- . If the question is asked, as it naturally will 
fai:s, as threatening '*^ little i»ht»rt of a dissolution bc.|v)w the^e admissions can be reconciled with 
*^ of the Cdlege,** yet he |>ersuaded himitelf that the views and statements n-spccting him. con- 
he had never desired the office. He had, he tainod in this article and in my book on witdi- 
says, ** uiwiieakable cause to ailniire tiie conqjas- , craft, the answer is : that mankind is not divided 
"aion of Heaven, in saving him from the ap into two absolutely distinct and entirely wpa- 
'*pi>intment:** and that he had always had a rated portions-— <mc giMxl and the other evil, 
"dread of what the genemlity of Siil^er men** The good are liable to, and the l>ad are ca|)able 
thought he df>«ired — ** dismal apprehension of the of. each receiving much into their own lives and 
"distresses which a call at Caniliridge would characters, that belongs to the other. Tliisinter- 
*' bring** U|ioii him. — He was sincere in those fusion universally occurs. The great errors and >* 
dedarations, no doubt; but they show how coin- . the great wrongs imputable to Cotton Mather do 
pletely lie could blind himsi'lf to the past and not make it impracticable to discern what was 
even to the actunl present Mr. Peirce explains , c«mimendable in him. They may lie accounted 
why the 0>r|x>ration were so resolute in with ; for withi>ut throwing him out of the |>ale of ha- 
holding tlieir suffrages from Mather: ** His c«m- \ manity or our having to shut oar e3*e8 to traits 
'* temjxiraries apjietir to liave formed a very cor- and merits other ways eihibited 
••rect estimate of his character.** **TI»ex saw, '. The extraordinary precod^y of his intellect — 
'• what (KKterity sees, that he wa« a man nf 'von itself always a |»eril. often a life-long misfor- 
*'derful iMurts of immense learning, and of em- tune — awaken<'d vanit}* and sulijccted him to the 
•* in?nt piety and virtue.** * They saw his weak- fljitterj- by which it is fed. All ancestral assod- 
'*ne8s and •■ccentricilies.** ••It is evident ntions and family influences pam|)ered it Such 
"that his jndgment was not equal to his otli<*r a s|K*<'ch as that made to him, at his graduation, 
••facultiw: tliat Iiim passioas. which were natur- by President Oikes. ccmid not have failed to 
•• ally stnmg and viul^nt, were not always imder have inflated it to exa^erated dimensions. Cler- 
" |)n»|icr regulation ; tli:ithew:iswfak.crednhm?s ical and iMilitical ambition was natural, all but 
" enthusiastic andsapt*rstiti'ais. His conversation instinctive, to one, whose father, ami Ixith whose 



** b said to liave l»een instructive and entertain 
'*ing, in a high degan*. though «»ften marred by 
•'levity, vanity, imprudence and pnns.** r<»r 



gRiiid fat hers, h:id l»e«'n powers, in the State as 
well as Cliiirch. The religious ideas, if they can 
Ite so called, in which he hsd been trained from 



these reasoas he was deemed an unsoitable per- i childhood, in a form l»earing upon him with more 
■00 for the Fnadency of the College. I weight than upon any other person iaall hiitoiy. 



inasiDiicfa, as they constituted the pn niiocBt fcA- 
tare of )ii» fatlicr*s reailiiig. talk, thoughts, and 
writings. pi%'e a rapid and overshadowing growth 
to credulity and superstition. A defect in his 
education, |>erhn|Hi, in part, a natural defect, left 
him without any tru** lt>t;i<t:i1 culture, so that he 
seems, in his prinluctions and conduct, not to dis- 
cern the s<-queneeH of statements, the coherence 
of pro|M)8itions. nor the consistency of actions, 
thereby entangling him In expressions ami decla- 
ratinnn that hare the as|)ect of untruthfulness— 
bis language often actually hearing that charac- 
ti.-r, without his discerning it. His writings 
present many instances of this infirmity, dome 
have -tlrcadv lx*cn incidentallv adduced. In bis 
JAft of Phip$, avowing himself the aut]M>r of 
the document known as the Adtiee of the Jfin/t- 
tfrs^ he uses this language : ** B3' Mr. 3ilatlier the 
** younger, as I have been infoimed.*^ lie had, 
in fact, never been so informed. Ho knew It by 
con.«ciousnc»«. Of course he had no thought of 
deceiving; I mt merely followed a habit 1^ had 
got, of such modes of expression. So, also, when 
he sent a present ol money and tracts to ** poor 
** and bad |>eople,*^ In Salem, with an anonymoos 
letter to the Minister of the place, ** desiring and 
'* em|>owering him to dis|)ense the charit}*, tii At* 
"<»?rn titime^ hoping thereb}* the mare to ingra- 
** tiate hie miniMtry with the people,*^ he looked 
only on one side of the pni})osa1, and saw It in 
no other light than a iK'uevoIent and friendly 
transacti<m. It never occurred to him that he 
was sug!;rsting a decepti%*e procedure and draw- 
ing tiic Minister into a fal>c |K«ition and practice. 

When, In addition, we consider to what he 
was exported by his proclivity to, and aspirati(»n8 
for. political p<»\rer, the expedients, schemes, 
contrivances, and npplianci*s, in which he there- 
by Ijecame involved in tlie then state of things 
in the Colcmy, and the cou'^ection which leading 
Ministers, although not admitted to what are 
strictly s|)eaking |M>rnica] offices, had with the 
course of public affairs — his father, to an extent 
never equalled by any other Clergj'man, licforeor 
since — we lx»gin to estimate the Inflnenlces that 
disastrously swayed the mind of Cotton Mather. 

Vanity, flatter^', credulity, wimt of logical 
discernment, and the struggles lietween ftolitical 
factions in the unsettled, uncertain, transition 
|)eriod. iK'tween the old and new diartera, are 
enough to account for much that was wnmg. In 
one of MnthcrV tem|)erament and passions, with- 
out questicming his real mental qualities, or, I 
am dispof^-d to think, his conscious integrity, or 
the sincerity of his religious experiences or pro- 
fessifina. 

But his chief ajMilogy, after all, is to be found 
in the same sphere in which his chief offences 
were committed. \Certain topics and notions, In 
reference to the InTisible, tpiritoal^ and diaboli- 



ttX world, whether of reality or Hatcf it BMttm 
not, bad, all bb life long. Iiecn the ofoiBarr diet, 
the daily biend, of his nilnd.« 

It may, perbape, be said with troth, that the^ 
tbe«>logi€al imagery and s|iccolationt of that day* 
particulariy as developed in the writinn of die 
two Matliers, were more adapted to mklead the 
mind and shruod ita moral sense in darknca, 
than any system, even of mythology, that ever 
existed. It was a mythology. It may be apoken 
of vritb freedom, now, as it baa prohablT paiSfd 
away, in all enlightened commnnitiea in Chrla- 
tendom. Satan mas the great central diaractcr, 
in what was, in reality, a l^theoB. He was mv- 
rounded with busts of infernal spirits, discai- 
bodie€l and embodied, invisible demons, and ooB- 
fedemte human agenta. He was aeen in cTeiy- 
thlng, everywhere. Hb ttepa were traeed in cx- 
traorainary occnrrenoes and in the ordinary 0|»- 
erations of nature. He was hovering vftf the 
heads of all, and lying In wait alonj; erery dmilj 
path. Tbe affrighted imagination, in every acene 
and mode of life, was conversant with ghoats^ 
apparitions, spectres, devils. Tbia preralcntl 
all Imt universal, exercise of erednkms fancj, 
exalted Into tlie most imposing dignity of theol- 
ogy and faith, must have had a demoniliiing 
effect upon tlie rati<inal cijbdition and facoltiea 
of men, and upon all discrimination and bealth- 
fulness of thought. When error, in Its most ex- 
travagant forms, had driven tbe iimplid^ of the 
6os])el out of tlie Church and the wond, it ia 
not to be wondered at tliat tbe mind was led to 
the most shocking iierverrione, and the oonscicnee 
ensnared to the iiMit»t indefensible actiooa. 

Hie su|)erstition of that day was foreshadowed 
in tlie ferocious cannilial of clai«ic mythology— 
a monster, horrific, hideous innidn, and gigaiitle 
In stature. It Involved tlie same fate. TSt eye 
of the intellect was burned out, the light of rea- 
son extinguished— €vt ^trtn^n ademptum. 

Having alwavs given himself np to the eoB- 
templatlon of diabolical imaginationa, Cotton 
Matlier was led to take tbe part be did, in the 
witchcraft proceedings; and it cannot be bidden 
from tbe light of history. . Tbo greater his tal- 
ents, the more earnestly he may, in other matteia, 
have aimed to be useful, the. more weighty la the 
lesson his course teaches, of tbe ba^efnl effects 
of bewildering and daritening superstition. • 

There is an<»ther. and a sfiecial, explanation to 
lie given of the ^iringennousness that apfiears in 
his writings, j He was a master of language. Ho 
could express, with marvelous facility, any shade 
of thought. He could also make language con- 
ceal thought. No one ever handled worda with 
n ore adroitness. He could BM)uld tli««i to foit 
his .purposes, at will, and with ease. This fae- 
nlty was called in requisition by the special dr- 
dunitanoes ol bla ttniei.Lft was neooMiy In 
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piaanre, at least, the appearance of onitT among 
the Cliurcfae«» while there n'as a« ^reat a tendencr, 
then, as ever, to divenity of s|>ccoUtiona, toudi- 
inff |NMot« of caiOMticdi dirinity or inioi»tiiiaI 
pmi^. The* taileut t«) express in ft>nniiliis senti- 
mcDta that reHlljr clifPere<l, mi ms to oliecure the 
dlffert'oce, was needed; and lielitid it. He knew 
how to frame a d<iruuient that w<»uld fiuit l>oth 
sides, liat. in eff*fct. answer the purpitsi's of «)ne 
of tliem, as in the Athice of the Jihtistert. He 
cuald assert a pro|io$ition and connect with it 
what ap)ieared to l>e only a judicious inodifica- 
tien or amplificMtion, hut wliich, in leality, was 
SQsceptiUle of hein;; iuter])retod as either more 
orlesa cttmihorating or contradicting it, iis occa 
si<Hi might rec|uire. Tliis was a sort of sleight of 
liand, in the use of words; and was noticed, at 
the time, as ** legerdemain.*^ ^ He practised it so 
Icmg that it became a feature <»f his style; and he 
actually, in this way. deceived himself as well as 
othert.y It is a danger to which ingeni<»us and 
hair-splitting writers are liuhle. I am inclined 
to think tliat what we cannot hut regard as iMtent 
misstatements, were felt by him t4> l>e all rii^ht, in 
emseqiience, as ju:»t intimated, of this acquired 
habit. 

Hit style is sprightly, and often entertaining. 
Neal. the attih(»r of the Hiutory ofih€ Parliau*^ 
in a letter to the Rer. Bi-njamin Colman, after 
■peeking with oommendatitm of one of Cotton 
3lather*s productions, saj's: **It were only to lie 
** wished that it had been freed fr<i!ii those puns 
'* and jingles that attend all his writings, liefore 
**it had lK*en made |>ublic'* — .Vtis».'iehusett* /Ita- 
torical ColUtthnf^ /., »., 199. — Mr. Peirce, it 
has been observed, speaks of his ** puns,** in con 
▼ersation. It is not certain, but tlizit, to a reader 
BOW, these very things constitute a redeeming 
attraction of his writings and relieve the mind <if 
the unpleasant effects of his credulity and vanity, 
pedantic and often far-fetched references, pal|Mi- 
Ide absurdities, and, sometimes the repulsivenew 
of his topics and matter. 

The Reviewer repre^*nts me as prejudiced 
against Oitton Mather. Far from it. Forty- 
three years ago In fore my attention had Ijeen par- 
ticularly called to his connection with alleged 
witclicraftsorwithtlie|>olitical affairsof histimes, 
I ealogized his '* leamiiig nml lilierality,'* in warm 
ternia. — Surmount the Dedioition of the Huute 
of Worship 'ff the First Church, in SnUm, Mamttt- 
ehnoeiU^ i8, 

I do not retract %vhat I then said. Cotton 
Matlier was in advance of his timos, in lilierality 
of feelinsr, in reference to sectarian and «lenom 
inational matters. Hewa.s. undoubt4-dly, a great 
student, and had read all that an Ameiican 
scholar oould tlien lay his hands on. Marvellous 
atoriea were tuld of tlie rapidity of his reading. 
He wai a devoarer of hooka. At the same time. 



T vindicated him, withtmt r ee ^r ve, from the 
clmrge of ivdantry. This I cannot do now. 
Obeervation and reflection have modified my 
views. /He made a display, over all his |Miges, 
of rcfcHKirt's and quotations from authors then, 
as now, rart*ly read, and of anecdotes, biograph- 
ical incidents, ami critical comments relating to 
sdiolars and eminent |ienions, of whom others 
h-ive but little information, and of many of 
whom iHit ieu have ever heard.* This filled his 
contemporaries with wonder : led to most extrav- 
agant statements, in funeral discourses, by Benja- 
min Colman, Joshua Oee, and others; and made 
the general impression that has come down to 
our day. Without detracting from his leamhig, 
which was truly great, it cainnot lie denied that 
this superfluous display* of it subjects him, just- 
ly, to the imputation of {KHlnntn*. It may be af- 
fected where, unlike the ca«e of Cotton Mather, 
there is. in reality, no verv extraordinan* amount 
of leiming. It is a trick of authorship easily 
practised. 

Any one reailing Latin with facility, having a 
good memory, and keeping a well-arranged 
scrap-liook. needs lef^ than half a dozen such 
iMioks as the following, to make a show of 
learning ami to a^^tonish the. world by hia refer 
ences and citations — the six folio volumes of 
Petavius, on IKigmatic Tlieo1og\'. and his small- 
er work, Rationarium Tentporvm^ a sort <if com- 
|x*iidium or sche<lule of universal histor}' ; and a 
volume printed, in the latter half of the seven- 
teen:h century, at .Vmstenlam. compiled by Lim- 
Ixirch, consisting of an extensive collection of let- 
ters to and from the most eminrnt men of tliat 
and the preoetling century, such as Arminius, 
V<iesius, Episcopiiis, Grotins, and many others, 
embracing a vast variety of literary history, crit- 
icism, biography. the<ilogy, philosophy, and ec- 
clesiastical matters — I have before me the copy 
of this work, owned by that prodigy of learning. 
Dr. Samnd Parr, who pnmounced it ** a jirecious 
** liook :'* and it may have contributed much to 
give to his pniductions, that air of rare learning 
that astonished his contemfMiraries. To ami- 
plete Uie comiKndious apparatus, and give tlie 
means of exhibiting any quantity of learning, 
in fields f requt nted by few, the only other bcwk 
needed is Melchior .\dams*s Lite* of Literati^ in- 
cluding all most prominently connected with Di- 
vinity, Phil'isophy, and the proga^se* of learning 
ami culture, during the fifteenth and sixteenth 
centuri<t, and down to its date, 1615. I have 
before me. tlie copy of this last work, owned by 
Ri<'hard Matlier, and probably brought over with 
him, in his |x?rilous voyage, in 1635. It was, suc- 
cessively, in tlie liliraries of his son. Increase, and 
his grandson. Cotton Mather. At a comer of one 
of the blank leaves, it is noted, apparently in the 
band of Increase Mather: ** be^an Mar. 1. fin- 
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**i8bed April 30, 1676.** Accurdiog to the pop- 
olur traditioo. Cotton wonid twTe read it, in a 
daj or two. It contains interesting; items of all 
fortfl — |)cr8onal anecdotes, critical comments, and 
striking |;a96ages of the lives and writings of 
more than one hundred aind fifty difttingaishcd 
mm, such a« Erasmus, FMhridns. Piiustus Cran- 
mcr, Tremellius. Peter Martyr, Deza, ami Jol»n 
Knox. Whether Mather had access to either of 
the above-named works, except the la»t, is uncer- 
tain ; but, as his library was very extensive, he 
sparing no pains nor ex|)en.«e in furnishing it, and 
tliese iKHiks were severally then in print and pre- 
cisely of the kind to attract him and suit his 
fancy, it is n<it unlikely that be had them all. 
They would have placed in eany reach, much of 
the mass of amazing Edition with which he 
'* entertained ** his readers and hettem 

Cotton Mather died on the thirteenth of Febrii-* 
ary, 1728, at the cloec of his sixty-fifth year. 

Thirty-six years had elajjsed since the fatal* 
imbroglio of Salem witchcraft He had proba- 
bly long been convinced that it was Tain to at- 
tempt to shake the general conviction, expressed 
by Calef, that he htm been '*the most active and 
'^forward of any Minister in the country in 
*' those matters,*", and acquiesced in tlie general 
disposition to let that matter rest It must be 
pleasing t4> all, to think that his very last years 
we'e freed from the influences that had destroyed 
the peace of his life and left such a shade orer 
his name. Having met with nothinu but disas- 
ter from attempting to manage the visible as well 
asthcinvisilile world, he probably left them both 
in the hands of Providence ; and exiierienced, 
as he had never done, a brief {KTiod of tranquil- 
lity, liefore finally leaving the scene. His aspi- 
ration to control the Province had ceased. The 
object of his life-long pun^nit. the Presidency of 
the College, was forever iKiffled. Nothing but 
mischief and misery to himself and others had 
followed his attempt to lead the great combat 
against the Devil and his hosts. It had fired his 
early zeal and aniintion ; but that fire was cxtin- 
gruished. Tlie two ties, which mote than all oth- 
ers, had l>oond him, by his good affections and 
his unhappy passions, to what was going on 
around him, were severed, nearly at the same 
time, by the death of his father, in 1 723, and of his 
great and successful rivad, Leverett, in 1724. 
Severe domestic trials and lH*reavements complet- 
ed the work of weaninir him from the world ; 
and it is stated that, in his very last years, the re- 
sentments of his life were buried and the ties of 
broken f riendshi ps restored. The pieasantest inter- 
course took place lietwecn him and Benjamin 
Colman ; men of all ])artics sought his company 
and listened to the conversation, which was al- 
ways one of his shining gifts ; he had written 
kindly about Dudley ; and his end was as peace- 



fal as hit whole life would hare been, twt for Um 
malign influences I have endeaTored to deMiibe^ 
leading him to the errors and wrongi which, 
while faithful histoiy records them, men moift 
regard with considerate candor, as God will with 
inflnite mercj. 

It is a curious circumstance, that the two gml 
public funcfrali, in those early times, of whicli 
we have any particular accounts left, were of the 
men who, in life, had l>een to bittedy opposed 
to each other. Wlien LcTerctt waa Imried, Um 
cavalcade, official bodies, student!^ and peo|^ 
** were tain to proceed near as far as llastingi^ 
** l)efore they returned,** so great wae the length 
of the procession : the funeral of Mather wm 
attend«'d by the greatest eonoonrse that luid e?er 
lieeu witneeeed In Bottao. * 



ROBERT CAL^a WRITIKOe AXD CBAMACHOL 

I approadi the doee of tbta protracted diaciw- 
sion with what has been purposely reserved. The 
artide in the Hvrth Ameriean Bevitm reata, 
throughout, upon a repudiation of the antbority 
of Robert Calef. Its writer aays, ** bia facoltifla 
** appear to us to have been of an inferior order.** 
'* He had a rery feeble conception of what credi* 
'* ble testimony is.** **If he had not iatentkMi- 
*' ally lied, he had a veiy imperfect appreciatkia 
" of truth.** He speaks of «* Calef a diaqiialiflG»- 
**tions as a %vitneaB.** He seeks to diacredit 
him, by suggesting the idea that, in hia orlsiiMl 
moTements against Mather, be waa iartigated hj 
pre-existing enmity — "Robert Calef, b et w e e n 
** whom a»l Mr. Blather a personal qoarrd exiat- 
•• ed.** •• Hia personal enemy, Calef.** 

There is no evidence of any diflScnlty, nor of 
any thing that can be called <* enmity,** betweca 
these two {jersons, prior to their dedinga iHth 
each other, in the Margaret Rule case, oommcoe-- 
ing on the thirteenth of September, 1 098. Xathar 
himself states, in his Dianr, that the enmi^ be- 
tween them arose out of Calef s o|>po8itl<in to hfa^ 
Mather*s, views relating to the ''existence and 
''influences of the invisible world.** 8o f ar na 
we have any knowledge, their acquidntanoebq(aa 
at the date just mentioned. The- auggestioD of 
pre-existing enmity, therefore^ giTea an mifdr 
and imjiift impression. 

Robert Calef waa a native of Ensland, a jouag 
num, residing,fir8t in Roxbury,and aflerwarda at 
Boston. He was reputed a person of good 
sense ; and, from the manner in whidi Mather al» 
ludca to him, in one instance, of oonsidermble 
means: he had, prol>ably, been prosperona in hie 
business, which was that of a mendiant Not • 
syllabic is on record against hia character, otf^ 
side of his controversy with the Mathen; aD 
that b known of him, on the contnuy, ^Hfratai 
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^■llw WM an hoooraMe and eieeUcat penoa. 
He cnioyed the oooddeDce. of the :«eople ; asd 
was euled to tnnnicipal trusts, for which only re- 
liable, discreet. TigiUnt, and bimcst cttiieos were 
selected, rpceiviDg the thanks of the T«iwn fiv his 
serriccs, as Overseer of the Poor. FAs he eamuii- 
tered the madness and riotence (tf the |ie«ple, 
when ther were led I>t C<«tton Matlier, in the 

\ witrhcraft delu«ion, i^is a singnlar ctrcam^aDce; 

\ * constitatins an bononiblc di^inction, in which 
^\ they »har^u. that in a later i)erioil of their Uvea. 

>* tbey stood, tJumlder t«> shoulder. Ivrea^nghrave- 

• \y together, another st<inn of |)opular fanatiOAin, 
Jvy pablicly favoring inocculation for the small 
poz.J He offered severul of his childrm to be 
treated, at the hands of Dr. n<»ylst(in, in 1731. 
His family continued to hear up the rc^iectaliil- 
ity • f the name, and is honoralily mentioned in 
tbe municinal records. A vesM*l, named l/trnJ^^n, 
was a reguuur Packet-ship, Ix'twecn that port and 
Boston, and probably one of the large4 dass 
then built in America. 8he was commanded b>* 
''^ Robert Olef ; ^ and, in the Boston Etenim^ B^ 
at the second of May. 1774, *' Dr. Calef of I|i8- 
** wich ** is mentioned among the ])assfngen just 
arrived in her. Under his own, and other names, 
the descendants of the family of Calef are prob- 
acy aa numerous and rcspcciUible as those of the 
Mather*; and on tliat. as all other higher acoounta^ 
there b an equal demand for justice to their re- 
stiective ancestors. 

It b related by Mather, that a young womaa, 
named Margaret Rule, Monging to the North 
part of Boston, '* many months after the General 
** Storm of the late enchantments, was over,^ 
" when the country had long 1-iin pretty quiet,^ 
was ** seized by tlie Evil AngcU, both as to roo- 
*'lestations and accusations from the Invisible 
-'Worlds On the Lord's Day, the tmth of 
Septemlier, 1893, *" after stmie hours of previons 
** disturbance of the public assi'mbly, she fell 
** into odd fits,'* and had to l>e taken out of the 
congregation and carried home. *' where her fits. 
'* in a few hours, grew into a figure that satisfied 
** the spectators of tlieir l»eing su|)em:itund.** He 
further says, that, *' from the 10th of September 
"to the iSth, she kept an en: in- fast, and yet, 
" she was to all appearance as f rcf h, as lively, as 
"hearty, at the nine days end, as before they 
** began. In all this time she had a vety eager 
'* hunger U|x»n her stomach, yet if any refresb- 
" ment were brought unto her, her teeth would 
** lie set, and nhe wfmld be thrown into many 
*' miseries. Indeed, once, or twice, or so, in aU 
*' thb time, her tormentors permitted her to swat- 
«'lowa mouthful of somewhat that might in- 
** crease her miseries, whereof a sjxxmf ul of nun 
*' was the most considerable.** 

The aflair, of course, was noised abroad. It 
mdied the ears of Robert Calef. On tlie tUi^ 



teenth, after sunset, accompanied by some othera, 
he went to tlie house, '* drawn.** as be sh«*8, '* by 
** cunoaity to see Margaret Rule, and so mudb 
** the rather, because it was reported Mr. Mather 
" would l»e there, that night." They were taken 
into tlie chamber wliere she was in lied. Tliey found 
hi*r of a healthy countenance. She was about ser- 
entcen years of age. Increase and C(»tton Math- 
er came in, shortly afterwards, with others. Al- 
tiigetlier, there were lietwcen thirty and forty per- 
sons in the room. Calef drew up Minutes of 
what was said and done. He re|iented his visit, 
on the evening of the nineteenth. Cotton Mather 
had lieen with Margaret half an hour ; and had 
gone before his arrival Each night, Calef made 
written minutes of what was said and done, the 
accurac}' of which was affirmed by the aignaturea 
of two pcrMms. which they were ready to confirm 
with their oaths, He showed them to some of 
Mather's ])articular friends. Whereupon Mather 
preached about him ; sent word that he should 
have him arrested for slander ; and called him 
" one of the worst of liars.** Calef wrote him a 
letter, on the twenty- ninth of Sqitemlier; and, in 
reference to the complaints and charges Mather 
was making, proposed that they should meet, in 
either of two places he mentioned, each accom- 
panied by a friend, at which time he, Calef, 
would read to him the minutes he had taken, of 
what had occurred on the evenings of the thirteenth 
and nineteenth. Mather sent a long letter, not 
to be delivered, but read to him, in which he 
agreed to meet him, as proposed, at one of the 
places ; but, in the mean time, on the complaint 
of the Mathers, for scandalous liljels upon Cotton 
Mather, Calef w:i8 brought lief ore "their Majea- 
" ties Justice, and bound over to answer at Sea- 
"sions.** Mather, of course, failed to give him 
the meeting for conference, as ag^rced upon. On 
the twenty-fourth of November, Calef wrote to 
him again, referring to his failure to meet him 
and to tlie legal pmceedings he had instituted ; 
and, as the time for ap|)earance in Court waa 
drawing near, he " he thought it not amiss to 
" give a summary ** of hb views on the " great 
"concern,^ as to which they were at issue. He 
states, at the outset, "that there are witches, is not 
"the doubt.** The Reviewer seizes upon thb 
expression, to convey the idea that Calef was try- 
I ing to conciliate Mather, and mduce him to de- 
! sist fnim the prosecution. .Whoever reads the 
i letter will see how unfair Imd untrue this ia. 
I Calef keeps to the |K>int, which was not whether 
I there were, or could be, witches; but whether tfie 
methods Mather was attempting, to the case of 
Margaret Rule, and which bad nieen used in Sa- 
lem, the year before, were legitimate or defensi- 
ble. He was determined not to suffer the bsoe 
tobeshiftc^ 
UpoB TcoAvlng thb letter, Mather, who had 
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piobabljr, upua rdlcctioB, begun to doubt about 
the ezpedienc}' of a public prosecation, tigni5cd 
that he had no desire to pniv tlie proMrution ; | 
and renewed the pn»poMl for a conference. Ca- 
lef *' Wiiited on Scwions ; ** l>ut no one appoarinK | 
against him, was dimiissed. Tlie affair foemcd, 
at tliis criMS, to 1k' tending toward an amicable 
conclusion. But MatlM-r failed to meit him ; ami, 
on the eleTenth of Jnnuar}-. 1694, Calef addrrnp- 
ed him again, recapitulating what had occuni'd. 
sending him copies of hif* previous letters and 
also of the Minute- he had taken of what occur- 
red on the ercnings of the thirteenth and nine- 
teenth of September, with these words : *' Rev- 
'* EREND Sm : Finding it necessary, on many ac- 
** counts, I here present you with the copy of 
**tbat Paper, which has l)een so much misrepre- 
** sented, to the end, that what Miall be found 
** defective or not fairly rrprefk'nted, if any such 
*' shall appear, they may lie set right " 

This letter concludes in terms which show 
that, in that stage cf the affair, Calef was di«^poe- 
ed to treat Mather with great respect ; and that 
he sincerely and earnestly desired and trusted 
that satisfaction might be given and taken, in 
the interview he so presistentTv sought — not mere- 
ly in reference to the case of Margaret Rule, but 
to the general subject of witchciaft, on which 
they had different apprehcntiicms : '* I have rea- 
**son to hope for a satisfactory answer to him, 
*' who is one thst reverences your person and of- 
"flcc." 

Tliis language strikingly illustmtt'S the esti- 
mate in which lilinisters were held. Reverence 
for their office and f«)r them, as a iNtdy, ])ervad- 
ed dl classes. 

On the fifteenth of January, Mu:her replied,"' 
complaining, in general terms, of tlie namttive 
contained in Calef s Minutes, as follows: ''I do 
''scarcely find any 0/<^ thing, in the whole pa- 
mper, whether res|iecting my father or myself, 
*• either fairly or truly ^presented." ** The nar- 
** rative contnins a numIxT of mistakes and false- 
'* hoods which, were the}' wilful ami designed, 
** might justly *je tenned great lies.** He then 
goes into a specification ojf a few ))articulars, in 
which he maintains that the Minutes are incor- 
rect. 

On the eighteenth of January, Calef replied, 
reminding him that he had taken scarcely any 
notice of the general subject of dialiolical agency ; 
but that almost the whole of his letter referml 
to the Minutes of the meetings, on the thirteenth 
and nineteenth of September ; and he maintains 
their sul)stantial accuracy and shows that some 
of Mather*s strictures were founded U|)on an in- 
correct readin<; of them. In regard to Mather^s 
different recollection of some points, he expnas- 
es his belief that if his account, in the Minutes, 
*' be not fully exact, it was as near as memory 



* * could bear away."* He noHees the Utt that ho 
finds in Mather*s letter no objection to whii itla*- 
cd to matters of greatest concern. Mather bad 
cimiplained that the Minutes reported oertaia 
stateiiientii made by Rule, which bad been nard 
to his disadvitntase : and Calef suggcila, *' Whal 
** can lie ex|XTted less from the father of li««, fagr 
" whom, you judge, site was posantt** 

Ai>|>ended to Mathcr*s letter, are tome dwm^ 
ments. signed by several ix^rsoms declaring that 
they had seen Rule lifted up by an invisible force 
from the Inrd to the top of the room, whfle n 
strong jierMMi threw his whole weight acroaa her, 
and several others were trying with all their 
might to hold her down or pull her back. Up- 
on these certificates, Calef remarks : ** Upon the 
'* wholi, I suppose you expect I ihoiild bdiere 
'* it ; and if so, the only advantage gained ia, 
*'that what has beiu so long controverted be* 
''tween Protestants and Papists, whether mim- 
'* cle} are ceased, will hereby seem to be decided 
'* f<»r the latter ; it being, for ought I can see, if 
** so, as true a miracle as fi>r iron to swim ; and 
*' the Devil can work soch ndraclea.** 

Calef wrote to lym again, on the nineteenth of 
February, once mote praying that he woold eo 
far olilige him, as to give him his viewt, on the 
important subjects, for a right underrtanding of 
which he had so rc|)eatodly sought a oonferoioe 
ami wTitten so many letters ; mod expressii^ hie 
earnest desire to be corrected, if m error, to 
which end, if Mather would not, he indnlffvd 
a hope that s«»me others w<jold, afford him rJief 
and satisfactifin. On the sixteenth of A|)ril, he 
wrote still another letter. In all of them, he 
touched upon the points at issue between them, 
and imiiortuned Mather to communicate hisTiew^ 
fully, aa to one seeking lights On the ftmiof 
March, he wn^te to a gentleman, an ackaowledff- 
ment of having received, thniugh hia handa, "i 
'Mermore than a year*s waiting,^ from OoCt«Mi 
Mather, four sheets of paper, not to lie onpiedt 
and to be returned in a fortnight. Upon reCnro- 
ing them, with comments, he desirps the gcntie> 
man to request Mr. Mather not to send him any 
mor^such papers, unless he could be allowed to 
copy and use them. It seems that, in anawer to 
a suhsei|uent letter, Mather sent to him a eninr of 
Richard Baxter*s Cttrtainty of thi Worfi «f . 
SpiritB^ to which, after some time, CtXvi found 
leisure to reply, expressing his dissent from the 
views given in that lK)ok, and treating the aob- 
ject somewhat at large. In thia letter, whi^ 
closes his correspondence with Mather, he makes 
this solemn and severe ap])ea] : '* Though there Is 
'* reas4)n to ho|ie that these diabolical principles 
** have not so far prevailed (with mnltitodee <if 
** Christains), as that they ascrilje to a witch and n 
*' devil the attributes pMuliar to the Alndgfafy; 
** yet how few are willhig to be fomid ^ffwi s g 
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flttdi a turrent, as knowing that in aoduinff tliey 
shall be sore to meet with uppositkn to toe at- 
most, fn>ni the many, l>oth of ^lagistraics^ 
^Gni^tcre, and people :* and the name of Saddu- 
cee, atheist, and perhaps witch too. cist a|M>n 
them, most lilicrally, hy nie^i of the hijdiest 
profession in godliness ; and, if not so leann-d as 
some of th-Huselres. th^n accounted only ht to 
Iw tramt>led on, and thfir argumfnts (though 
biith rational and scri|)tara1) as fit only for cin- 
tempL Bat thoagh this l»e the diiiloraMe di- 
iemma. yet some have dared, from time to time, 
(for the Viory of God and the good and safety 
of men*s lirn, etc. ) to ran all tiMse ivks. And, 
that Qitd who has Kud. * My glory 1 will not 
* give to another/ is ahie to protect those that 
are found doing their duty herein against all 
opposers ; and, however otherwise cuotempti- 
ble, cac make t].em useful in his own hand, 
who has sometimes chosen the weakest instra- 
mmts that Uis power may be the more iUnstri- 



**And now, Rererend Sir. if yoo are con- 

** scious to yourself, that you hare, in yoor priu- 

** ciples or practices, l)een alietting to sach grand 

** errors, I cannot see how it can c<msist with sin- 

** cerity, to lie so convinced, in matters so nearlj 

"relating to the glor>' of God and lives of in- 

**nocents, and, at the same time, so mnch to 

** fear dispanigement among men, as to trifle with 

** conscience and dissemble an approving of 

** former sentiments. Yon know that word, * He 

" * that honoreth me I will honor, and he that 

** ' de8|>iseth me shall l)e lightly esteemed.* But, 

" if you think that, in these matters, 3'oo have 

**done your duty, and taught the peo|>le theirs ; 

'*aiid that the d<ictrines cited fmm thealMve 

" mentioned book [BaxUr§] are ungainsayable ; 

** I shall conclude in almost his wonK He that 

*' teaches such a doctrine, if through ignorance 

^* he lielieves not what he saith, may be a Chris- 

''tain: but if he l)elievcs them, lie is in the 

**l»road path to heathenism, devilism, popery, 

** or atheism. It is a solemn caution {Oni. i, 8): 

** * But thougli we. or an an^el from heaven, 

** * preach any other gospel uhto yon than that 

** * which we have preached unto y«ia, let him be 

" * accursed.* I ho|)e yon will mA misconstrue 

" my intentions herein, who am, Reveiend Sir, 

*jjronrs to command, in what I may.** 

^ '"Resolute in his puqjosc to l»ring the Ministers, 

If possible, to meet the questi«'ns he felt it his duty 

to have considered and settled, and careful to 

leave nothing nmlone that he could do, to this 

end. he sought the satisfaction from others, he 

^had tried, in vain, to olitain from 3Iather. On the 

eighteenth of March, 1695, he addressed a letter 

'* To the Ministers, whether English, FVench, or 

" Dutch,"* calling their attention to ** the myiter- 

*' iiNia doctrines^ rdating to tlie '* power oi tlie 



** Devil,** and to the subject of Witchcraft Ob 
the twentieth of September, he wrote to the Rev. 
Samnel Willard, invoking hb attention to the 
** great concern,** and his aid in having J^ 
fairlvdisciuscd* On the twelfth "oT January, 
"TBJi, he addressed ** The Ministers in and near 
** Bi^on,** for the same purpose; and wrote a 
se|>erute letter to the Rt>v. Benjamin Wadsworth. 
Tlicse documents were all composed with great 
earnestness, f rankmss, and ability ; and are most 
crt^itable to his intelligence, coorage, and sense of 
public duty. I have given this minute acooont of 
hb proceedings with Mather and the Clergy gei^ 
erally, liecause I am impressed with a oonvicti<m\ 
that no instance can be found, in which a great 

Sutstion has been managed with more caution, 
elilieiation. patience, manly openness and up- 
rightness, and heroic steadiness and prowess, than 
this young merchant displayed, in compelling all 
concerned to submit to a thorough investigation 
and over-hauling of opinions and |>ractioes, es- 
tablished by the authority of great names and 
prevalent passions and prejudices, and hedged in 
by the powers and terrors of Cbnrdi and State»>^ 

It seems to l)e evident that he most have receiv- 
ed aid, in some quarter, from persons conversant 
with topics of learning and methods of trea*- 
ting such subjects, to an extent beyond the reach 
of a mere man of Inisineaa In rhe First Volume 
of the Froceeding9 of the JfasMrkvftU HUtori- 
eal Soaety, Page 288, a Memorandum, from whidi 
I make an extract, is given, aa found in Doctor 
Belknap*s hand-writing, in hb copy of Calefs 
book, in the collection, from the library of that 
eminent historian, presented by hb heirs to that in- 
stitution : ^ A young man of g3od sense, and free 
** from superstition ; a merchant in Boston. He 

was furnished with materials for hb wor\, by 

Mr. Brattle of Cambridge, and his brother of 
** Boston, and other gentlemen, who were o|>pot- 
** ed to the Salem proceedings — E. P." 

The fact that Belknap endon^d'thb suteroent, 
gives it sufficient credibility. Who the ** E. P.** 
was, from whom it was derived, b not known. 
If it were either of the £l)enezer Pembettons^ 
father or son, no higher authority could be ad- 
duced. But wliatever aid Calef reodved, he so 
thoroughly digested and appropriated, as to nudce 
him ready to meet Mather or any, or all, the other 
Ministers, for conference and ddiate : and his title 
to the authorship of the paix;rs remains complete: 

The Ministers did not give him the satbfactidSS 
he sought. They were paralyted by the infln- 
ence or the fear of the MatlR-rs. Perhaps th^ 
were shocked, if not indignant, at a layman's dar- 
ing to make such a movement against a Minister. 
It was an instance of the Uijring of imsanctified 
hands on the horns of the altar, soch as had not 
been equalled in audadty, since tliedaya of Anne 
Hnlcblnson, by any but Qnakeriw Gal^J|Q»- 
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"Bijatoa, tu Ihe ■ob)ect; udbeprepKrtJ.mdMDt | toprcM. To be "pal 
lo EoBLiiKi to be priDlcd. > hoak. cooUining ill ' oot need, duw, to be printed. MoA Iob ' 
that hid puwd, WHljnon to UMnmc^BrpMe. Mstber wniW it. u h« w;*, whli 
It coiwut*of lenril parti. Mng printed, and pnt it inlooptn i 

PartL itAiiaciviiKt"/llieiifllieti»tit«/ Mar- \ tiition. Calrf pubiicl; declvMl llMtbenednd 
fftrtt StU, TritlcD liy CoIIOD Malhrr. andrr tbe iifrom " a geDtlemau, wbo bad it of the iBtlMr, 
titlr of Another Braud jJurled tut ef tit Bam i '■ and communicatrd it to dm, witb hb cxpn« 
ifg,or «i«n WonJtrt oftkt InitihU World. ■■conaeoL" Ualber ojt, In » ptrlitorj motm i 
In my book, tb« caw <if ilargarct Role ii aiMkcD I ' ■ I now Uj bi-turc fou ■ Tcty cnlcrtalslDg Moij,* 
iif »h«Ting occurred the oeit " Bummer" after 1 ■■»» .—.—»... h.-l >._ _~ii.j__t_ i__ji_a l_ 
llic witcbcraft delivJaa in Salem. Tbix itirei 
IIh- RcTiewcr a chaDcr lo ttrike at me, in hi* OKial 
•tvle,ai follom: "The caK did not occur in 
■ 'the Sommer ; the dale ii palcnt to any one who 



■willliH-k for it." CnltimUalherrayi that she 
" HiM foiiml benelf to In- tunrwUy licra^ed li; 
■■thct)H'Cln«,"untheteDthof Sejilemlier. From 
the preccdiad clanici of the nine iwragraph. it 
miyhli be inierrrd thai the had hnd flts bi^fure. 
He aiicnk* iif tboM-, on the- tcnih. aa " the flrrt I'll 
"uenlkni," Tlie word " funnally,"loo, almost 
iiiiplJM Hie winie. Tlii*. bowcTei, niii<4 be al- 
1»wmI til lie llii- Kniallr^ kind of crilicium, al 
ihuneh Otivred iiy the ReTiewrr in the Uf le of a 
petabint jirdagiigue. If Summer ia not allowed 
to burnw a litllc iif Seplember, it will lometime* 
not have much to thoir. in our climate. The 
tflitli iif Sciilfmlif'r in, after all, fairly within the 
aatronomical Soiomer. 

The Reviewer nnys it wiU be " difficnlt for me 
" to proTe " that Marj^aret Rale beloDKed to Mr. 
Matber'a Congregation, befor* September. KSB. 
Mather findicntci bii taking racli an intentl in 
licr cue, on the Rround lliat >be wu one of hie 
•■pu<>r flock." The Bcviewer raisa a qDivlioD 
on ibii point; and bii cuntniTtny iiwitli Matiier, 
nut with me. If Suk did not belong to IheCon- 
gregBtiiin of Xorth Buston, when lUther fliat 
TiMtcd her, bi* language it drceptiie, and hir 
apology, for luedilling with the case, founded ir 
faliehofld. I mtike no luch charge, and have no 
Micb belief. Tlie Reviewer aeeiiis t>< lisTe been 
ledtojilaceCollou Mai her in bis own light— in 
fact, to faliify hia language — on this point, In' 
what ii said uf anotber Hinider'v having visited 
ber, to B'hilK flock she Iwlungi-d. and wlii>m she 
called, " Futber." Tliia wm Incieiuc Halher. 
We know he viaited her; and it waa aa |>ro|ier 
for bim to do lo, as for CotliiD. They were ■>■ 
•ociate Ministera of the ume Cungregaliim — thni 
to which tlie eirl belonged— and it waa naturHl 
that the iliould have durtingoialied the vlder, by 
odling hiin " Patlier," 

Id contradiction of BDOlber of my srali-mrnl». 
the Reviewer My« : " Ur. llatber aid not jiob- 
" liab an Mcount of Ibclong-cmitiiiaedfMtii)^, 
" or anv oilier accunnt nf the caae o( Varaaret 
"Rgle.*' HaMMBttotUnkthat "pabltaM" 



□f one who bad been pradigicxNlj baiHlled'llif 
tbe evil Angela." " I do itM write It with a 
' design uf throwing U prcncntlj Into the [iiim. 
' bnt only to prcaeTTe (be memory of idcAi mca- 
'oralile things, tba forgetting whereof wonld 
' neither lie plcMii^ to Ood, Bor naefnl t« ^en.* 
The nnretfrictcd drcnlatioo of a work of tUi 
kind, with nich m Aaiga, wia fMithUf H. It 
iraa the form in which almoat erenr tbiag wm 
I'Qbliihed in thoae dayt. U Calet had oo^ttid 
it, in a book profcadng to giTe ■ tme and foil 
Acconat of hia dealing* with Matlicr, In tlw Maf> 
garet Rule caac, he wotdd have bieea fhaigul 
iriih baring withhdd MatheT*B cartfnlly prepared 
>lew o( that caae. Uatber hinvelf eo^dnd 
the drcolation of hia "acooaat," aaa pvbUea- 
tion, for in spGaklng of hia demgn of nhtaaatri* 
printing it binudf, be call* it a "fiuthspobtt- 



Part It- embraoeatbtoc 

Qdef, Mather, and otbcn, wUcb I hara n 
lady deacribad. 

pjucr IIL Ii a 
ironblea, at 8aleu Tlllaae. 

Pabt it. b act 



and a gentleman, whoae name ia not given, <m Aa 
suliject of vitchcraft, Iha latter mamtainiq[ the 
vii^a then prevalent 

Put V. Is An imparliat meeaunt *f lie mtti 
mem«rahU malteri offatl, UmAiwt tXa tuprmt i 
^itdera/t in Aew England, including tbe *'IU- 
"iioTt" of the Triali giren by Hatbcr bUa 
Wonden of the latulhU Werii. 

TbeKork ii prefaced byan Ai)i(I#(>|jbAaad!ir, 
couched in titain but pnngmtlangnagei In *U^ 
he Hyi : ** It ii a gnat pity that Itw mittwi al 
" fact, and indeed tne wbtde, bad not been doM 
" li}* some abler hand, better accou|di»bad, aid 
"nith the advantages of Imth natoialandas- 
" quinrd judgment; lint, otbeis not apce afia g , I 
" have enforced mystJt to do what la dona, llj 
■' iillieroccnNona will not admit any further icni- 
" liny thernn." A Puatcrlpt containa anma m l» 
turn on the Lift nf Sir Wm. nifn, Ibea K«ada 
printed. " wbicb book," Calef laya, "tboqgklt 
"bearnot tbeanthor's name, yet Iba MjW aa^ 
" ner. and matter are nicb, that, were tM>« ■• 
"ottwrdemomtraiion or token to know Uab*, 
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•« Cotton Mather it the author of it** The real 
agency of Sir WilHam Phi|ia, in denMiithinf , 
with one «tem h1«>w, the Coart of Oj-vr and Ter- 
nunar, and treading oat the witchcraft prosccn- 
tiona, has nerer, ootil recentl}*, been known. 
The Records of the Council, of that lime, were 
obtained from EngUnd. not lung since. TlufV, 
with the General Court Records, Phi|is*s letter to 
the HomeGorcmmt-nt — copied inthisarticle—and 
the Diary of Judge ScwalK rovetil to us the action 
of the brave Governor, and show bow much that 
generation and suliscquent time^ are indebted to 
him, for stopping, what, if he had uUowed it to 
go on, would have come, no man can tell " where 
**at lasL^ 

Calef speaks of Sir William., kindly : ** It la 
** not donbted but that he aimed at the good of 
** the people ; and great pity it is that his Govern- 
** ment was so sullied (for want of Ix^tter inform- 
**ation and advice from tlnjse whose duty it 
** was to have given it) by the hobgoblin Monster, 
** Witchcraft, whereby thb country was night- 
** mared and harassed, a^ such a rate as is not 
''easily imagined.** 

Such were the contents, and such the tone, of 
Gklef *s book . The course he pursued, his careful • 
ness to do right ami to kee|> bis position fortified 
ss he advanced, and the deliberate courage with 
which he encountered the resjionsibilities, con- 
nected with bis movement to rid the country of 
a baleful sufierstition, are worthy of grateful re- 
membrance. 

Mather received intelligence that Calef had sent 
his book to England, to lie printed ; and his mind 
was vehemently exerciM?d in reference to it He 
set apart the tenth of June, lGft8, for a private 
Fast on the occasion : and he commenced the ex- 
ercise of the day, by, '* firs^t of all, declaring unto 
"the Lord" that he freely forgave Cal<3, and 
prayins "the Lord also to forgive him.** He 
** pleaded with the Lord,'" saying that t*ie design 
of this man was to hurt bis *' precious opportu- 
nities of glorifying '* his ** glorious Lord Jesus 
Christ." He earnestly liesougbt that tlioMi 0|>- 
portunities might not lie '* danmified " by Calef s 
book. And he finitihcd by implonng deliverance 
from his calumnies. 80 ** I put over my calum- 
** nious adversary into the hands of the righteous 
••God." 

On the fifth of November, Calef s book having 
been received in Boston, Mather again made 
it the occasion of F&sting and Praying. Hb 
friends also spent a day of prayer, ac he expresses 
it, **to complain unto God," against Calef, he, 
Mather, meeting with them. On the twenty-fifth 
of November, he writes thus, in his Diary : •• The 
** Lord hath permitted Satan to raise an extraor 
'Vdinary Storm upon my fatbt^r and myself. All. 
**the rage of Satan, against the holy diurches of 
** the Lord, fidls upon us. first Calf s and then 



•* Cohnan^t, do act the peo|ile faito a nighty fer- 
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The entries In his Diaiy, at this time, riiow that 
he was exasneratcd, to the highest degree, agaimt 
> Calef, to whom he applies such term; aa, '* n 
I *' liar," '* vile," *' infamous," Impoting to him 
I dialwlical wickedness. He speaks of him as ** a 
' ** weaver ; ** and, in a pointed manner calls him 
CaJ/^ a mode of sfielling hb name aometimea 
I practised, but then generally going out of use. 
The prol«bility b that the vowel «, formerly, aa 
in most words, had its broad sound, ao that the 
pronunciiition was scarcely fieroeptibly different, 
when used aa a diss>-llalile «ir mtinjrsyllable. Aa 
the broad sound became disused, t«i a great ex- 
tent, abont thb tiroe^ the name was spoken, aa 
well as s|iellfd, as a dyssyllalile, the vowd har- 
irg its long sound. It was written, (Mlrf, and 
thus printed, in the title-page of hb book ; ao that 
Mather's variation of it was unjustifialile, and an 
unworthy taunt. 

It is unnecessary to say that a fling at a person^a 
previous «iccupali«in, or that of hb parents — an 
attempt to di«crrdit him, in connequt'nce of hb 
having, at some |ieriod of hb life, been a me- 
chanic or manufacturer — or dropping, ur altering 
a letter in liis name, diiea not anMHint to niucli, 
as an ini|>eiicliment of his diameter and credi- 
bility, aa a man «ir an anth«ir. Hani w«>rds, too, 
in a lieated ctmtroversy, are (if no accunnt what- 
<^er. In this case, particniariy. It wus :i vain and 
enipt> charge, for MatlMT to rail (^alef a limr. 
In tlie matter of the account, the latter drew np, 
of what tor>k place in tlie chamber of Margaret 
Rule : as lie sent it to Mather for correction, and 
as Mather sfiedfit^ some items which he deemed 
emineoii^. his di-claratifin that all the rest waa n 
tissue of falselHMMK was utterly futile; ard^can 
only be taken as an unmeaning and inelfe^nal 
expn-ssitin of te*>i|ier. S(» far an the trathfulncM 
of Calef s statements, genenilly, b regarded, there 
b no riNHn left for question. 

In his Dijif)- for Fdirnary, 1700, Mather saya, 
speaking i»f the ** calumnies tliat Satan, by bb in- 
**Htmment. Caff, had cast upon" him and hb 
father. " the Lord |Hit it into the hearts of • oon- 
*'siderable number of our flock, who are, in 
'* their tem|Kiral ci»ndition, more equal unto oar 
** adversary, to ap|)ear in our vindication." A 
Committee of iteven, including John G<iodwin, 
was a|j|)oiiited f<»r this pur|N«e. They called up- 
on their Pastors to fumbh them with materialfl; 
which tiM-y lM»th did. Tlie Crmmittee drew 
up. as Maclier informs na, in hb Diary, a "hand- 
' some answer unto tlie slanders and liliebof 
**onr slandenms adversary," which waa forth- 
with printed, with the names <if the memlieia of 
the Committee sigm-d to it. The pamphlet was 
entitled, Soms Few Hemartt, &c Matberaayaof 
'*it: The Lord bleasea it, f or the innmtnation of 
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bb people in maiiy potntt of oor csdetToiir to 
**serTe tbem, whereof they had been ignonuit; 
*' and there in also let before all the Chnrchet a 
** veiy laudable example of a people appearing 
* * to Tindicate their iojored Paatora, when a storm 
** of pentecotion is raised against thcm.*^ 
/^ This Tindication is mainly devoted to the case 
of the Gk>odwin children, tweWe years before, and 
to a defence of the course of Increase Mather, in 
England, in reference to the Old and New Char- 
ters. Xo serious attempt was made to controTert 
niati*rial |M>ints in Calcf s book, relating to Salem 
Witchcraft. As it would have l)een perfectly 
eitsy, by certificates without numl)cr, to have ez- 
\nmid any error, touching that matter, and as .no 
attempt of the kind was made, on this or wny 
other occafiion, the onlv alternative left is to ac* 
ce|>t Hntchinson*s conviction, that **C«iilef was a 
V/* fnir relator^* of that fiassage in our history. 
His Ixiok has, thetefivre, come down to us, liear- 
ing the ineffaceable stamp of truth. 

It was so regarded, at the time, in England, as 
sliown in the manner in which it was n*ferred to 
bv Francis Hntchinson and Daniel Neal ; and in 
America, in the way in which Thomas Hutchin- 
son s|}eaks of Calef, and alludes to matters aa 
stated by him. I present, entire, the judgment of 
Dr. John Eliot, as given in his Biographical 
Dictionary. Bearing in mind that Eliofs work 
was published in 1806, the reader is left to make 
his own comments on the statement, in the North 
American Rftieti, that I originated, in 1831, tlie 
unfavorable estimate of Cotton Mather*s agency 
in the witchcraft delusion of 1692. It is siife 
to say that no higher authority can be cited than 
th^ of John Eliot : ** Calef, Robert, merchant, 
/Mn the town of Boston, rendered himself fa- 
{**mous by his lN»ok against Witchcraft, when 
**the people of Masisarliusetta were under the 
** most strange kind o' delunon. The nature of 
'*tliis crime, so opixisite to all common sense, 
** has been said to exempt the accusers from ob- 
** serving the rules of common sense. Tliis was 
** evident from the trials of witches, at Salem, in 
*' 1692. Mr. Calef opiKised facts, in the simple 
"garb of truth, to fanciful representhtions; yet 
** he offended men of the greatest learning and 
" influence. He was obligMJ to enter into a coqt 
••troversy, which he managcil with great bold- 
' ' ness and address. His letters and d(>f ence were 
''printed, in a volume, in London, in 170(). Dr. 
"increase Mather was then President of Har- 
" vard College ; he ordered the wicked liook to 
** lie burnt in the College yard ; and the members 
"of the Old North Church published a defence 
" of their Pastors, the Rev. Increase and Cotton 
*^ Mather. The pamphlet, printed on this «icca- 
'* sion, has this title-pige : BemarH upon a «ean- 
** daUus booJr^ againH the Oatemment and Min- 
**iitrj of Km England, written ky Robert 
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**CaUf,io^ TMr motto wm. TnOk witteome 
'* ^ ff ecnauerer^ mhU^ proved a sattre npoo tbem- 
" selves, because Oalef obtained* complete tri- 
am|)b. TbeJodgcaof theComtand the Ju7 
confessed their errors ; the people were aatoo- 
ished at their own delusion ; reason and cooi- 
mon sense were evidently on Calef a aida ; and 
even the present generation read hia book with 
mingled sentiments of pleasure and admir»- 
••tion." 

Calefs book eontimica, to this day, the reoog- 
nized authority on the sobject. Ita statements of 
matters of fact, not disputed nor spedlBcally de- 
nied by the parties affected, living at the time^ 
nor attcniiitcd to be confuted, then, and by them, 
never can W. The current cf neariy two centnrici 
has l>oi|ne them beyond all qnestioo. No annanit 
can now reach them. No writings of Mather 
have ever reorived more evidence of paMic in- 
terest or favor. First printed in London, OUef ■ 
volume haa gone thruogfa four Amoican edi- 
tions, the hMt, m 1861, edited hj Samuel P. Fold- 
er, is ijresented in such eligible type and ao read- 
able a form, aa to commend it to favorable no- 
tice. 

It may be aafely said that few paUicatiom 
have produced more immediate or more laating 
effects. It killed off the whole bn»iiessof_||ifw 
garet Rule. Mather abandoned it "a^^^ywttMir 
Ui 1694, be'saki "the forgetting thereof Vofdd 
" neither lie pleating to Ood nor naefol to mea.** 
Before Cdef had £oe with him, he had drop- 
ped it forever. 

PqIaT ■ jvw^lr |iMt ^ ^^ iy> all im^ things fal 

New and O ld England. It "t^h a hlnw m^\ j j^ 
w hflte'syrtem of iyj Hil ar so^rrtitjia L relati^ to 
tlie diabolical wurhL utuler which it reela to thin 



loerw 

day. It drove the Devil out M the p r— ^***w g. 
the literature, an^f ^ pofmlar sg ntimpnf ■ of ^ 
world. The Traces of hb footstepa, aa controll- 
ing the affairs of men and interfering with the 
Pnividence of God, are only found in the dark 
rect^sses of ignorance, the vulgar fNTofanitici of 
the low, and a few flash ezpressioBs and thought- 
less forma of spe^dL ^ 

No <me can appreciate tiie value of hia serrioer 
If this one brave man bad not squardy and defi- 
antly met the follies and nuidnesa, the primlcrall 
and fanaticisui, of his day; if thtsy had been al- 
io wfd to continoe to away Courta and Jurici; il 
I tlie pulpit and the prem had continued to throw 
ccmibustibles through society, and, in every way, 
inflame the public imaginationa uid pawjoni, 
what limit can be asngned to the " 
sequences? 

Boston Merchants glovj in the namea, oo their 

proud roll of poUie oenefKtor^ of men wheat 

wisdom, patriotism, and munificence have «p- 

I held, adorned, and bleased society; bnttiienk 

I no one of their number who eoocMniftered 



dinger, ihowed more moral and intdkctnal 
proweM, or rendered more noble lerTioe to liie 
fellow citizens and fellow men, e? ery where, than 
RoBEST Calep. 

1 a^in aak attention to the langaaj^e used in 
the Jiartk Americam liftiew^ fur April, 1869. 
*' These riews, respecting Mr. Mather's cunnec- 
** tion with the Salem triaL>, are to lie foond ci 

** HO rUBLICATtON OP A DATS PRIOR TO 1881, whcU 

** Mr. U|>ham*8 Leetvre$ were puhlislied.*^ 

Great as may be the power of cntical jonmals, 
they cannot strike into m>n-exif>tence, the reooid- 
ed and printed sentiments of Brattle, the Hotch- 
inaoDB, Neal, Watta, Bentley, Eliot, Qttincy, and 
Ctfd 



maCBLLAXBOCS RRXARSa. OORCLtTSIOH. 

There are one or two minor po*nts, where the 
ReTiewer finds (»ccasion to indulge in his pe- 
cnliar vein of criticism on m>' book, which it is 



ciatdato; and thcj were published anoByBMNHly, 
In Philadelphia. The right of Wise and Mn 
to the credit of having first, by written ranoa- 
stnnoe, opposed the proeeedinga, oa the tpoi, 
cannol, I think, be taken away. 

The Reviewer charges me, in reference to oat 
point, with not having thought it necessary to 
*' pore over mosty manuscripts, in the oliscmu 
** chirography of two centuries ago.** So far as 
my proper subject could be elucidated liy it, I am 
constrained to daim, that thb Ubor waa cnconn- 
terrd, to an extent not often attempted. The files 
of Courts, and Sutc, County, Town, and Chufdi 
reouffds, were veiy extensively and tlummgUy 
studied out So far as the Court pafiera. Iielom;- 
ingtothe witchcraft Examinations and TriaJa, 
are regarded, much aid was derived from Btetrds 
•f 8aUm WiUhemft, eopUd from tks tigi' 
md doeutns9iU^ printed in 1884, by W. Eliot 
Woodward. But such diflkulty liad been ex- 
perienced in deciphering them, that the originab 



n e ce asa ty to notice before closing, in order to I were all subjected to a minute re-examinatioo. 
prevent wrong impressions lidng made by his ar- The same necessity existed in the use of the ^n 



tide, touching the truth of history. 

A pamphlet, entitled, Soms MulteUmnp Obterta- 
tioiumi our pretttnt d^batea rupeeting Witek- 
eraft, in a Dialogue between 8 and B^ haa been 
referred to. It was publiKhed in Philadelphia, 
in 1698. Its printing was procured by Hesekiah 
Usher, a leading citizen of Boston, who, at the 
later staf^ of the pr«isecuti«>n, had been cried 
out upon, by the aocusinff girls, and put under 
arrest Its author was understood to he the Rev. 
Samuel Willard. The Reviewer dsims for its 
writer precedence over the Rev. John Wise, of 
Ipswich, and Roltert Pike, of Salisbury, aa hav- 
ing eariier opposed the imiceedinga. Wise head- 
ed a. Memorial, in favor of Ji>hn Pmctor and 
against the use of S|)ectnil evidence, liefore tlie 
trials that took place «»n tlie fifth of August ; and 
Pike*s second letter to Judgv Corwin was dated 
the eighth of August. 

The iNimphlet attributed to Willard is a spirit- 
ed and able performance; but seems to allow the 
use of spectral evidence, when bearing against 
perrons of '* ill-fame.** 

Pike concedes all that lielievers in the general 
doctrines of witchcraft demanded, particularly 
the ground taken in the pamphlet attributed to 
Willard. and t'len pnioeeds, by the m<ist acute 
technical logic, based upon solid common sense, I 
to overturn all the condusi4>ns to wliidi the Court 
had been led. It was sent by spedal messenger, 
to a Judge on the Bench, who waa also an asso- 
date with Pike at the Cuundl Board of the 
Province. Wise*s pa|jer waa addressed to the 



naUo/SaUm, l>repared and |Nil»li«lit3d liy that 
most indefatigable anti<|uary, the late Rev. J<iaepli 
B. Pd^ LL. D. In writing a work for which ao 
little aid could be derived from legislative rec- 
ords or printi'd ^ouroea. bringing back to life a 
genemtion hmg since departed, mid reprududng 
a c<»mniunit> and transacti<m so neariy lairied in 
olilivion, covering a wide fidd of gtaienloigr, top- 
<igrapliy and dminol<igy, emiiradng an indGfinite 
variay of munidpal, parodiial, political, sodal, 
l«)cd, and family maUers, and of thingSi namea, 
and datca without number, it waa, after all, im- 
possiMe to avoid fading that many erron and 
oversiglite might liave bSen oonimitted ; and^ aa 
my only object was to construct a true and ade- 
quate history, I coveted, and kept myadf in n 
frame gratefully to reodve all conectiona and 
suggestions, with a view of making the work aa 
perfect as fiiMsible. in a reprint Aa I waa raa- 
sonalily confidc*nt tliat the ground under me 
could staml, atdl important |)ointa, any asaanlla 
of critidsm, made in the ordinary way, it gava 
roe satisfaction to hear, aa I did, in voioea of ru- 
mor reaching me from many quarters, that an ar- 
tide waa alxHit to appsar in the Jfora Ammieam 
Itevmt that would '* demolish** my book. I 
flattered myself tliat whether it did or mit, much 
valualile inf«»nnHtion would, at least, he reodv- 
ed, that would enable me to make my liook mora 
to m? imrpoae, by making it more true to htstoiy. 
After the publication of the-article, and befora 



I oimlil extricate mysdf fnHn other engagementN 

■» f«r aa to look into it, I read, in editiHids, fnmi 
Court of AssisUn^a, the Supreme tribnnd of the I week to week, in newvpapers and journals, tliat 
Province. The Hfi^eellanp Obeertatiom^ ^>pear 1 1 had been demolished, Surdy, I tliought some 
to have been written after the triala. There ial greaterrors have been diaoovered, some predow 
nothing, liowfvw,abadute^ to dctarmluatlwpra-l ** original aooreaa** opened, aoma kial neoidsci- 



InuBedy to tiMt BOfw, ■! ImI, bo matter bj wbom, 
the ttoffy of Mem witchcraft am be tokL My 
dlmppoiBtraeDt may be imagined, when, vpoo 
examining the artide, it appeared that oidy one 
error liad liccn discovered in my book, and that 
I now pmeeed to acknowledge. 

The Reriewer says: "Thomas Brattle, the 
^TVeasnrer i.f Hanrard College, (not William 
** Brattle, a merchant of Boston, as Mr. Upham 
** states) wrote, at the time, an aoooant of Salem 
"Witchcraft."* Thb was not an error of the 
press, bat wholly my own, as it is in the **cop^,** 
scnttoUie printers. In finding the interesting 
feUtions held by the Rev. William Brattle with 
the Salem Village Parish, after the death of Mr. 
Green, he l>eing called to act at their patron and 

Side, and eventually marrying Green*s widow, 
J name became familiar to my thoughts, and 
dipped throufj^ my pen. Every one who has 
gone through the drudgery of proof-rrading 
knows what ridiculous and, sometimes, frightful, 
errors are detected, even in the "last revise.** 
Upon opening the volume, when it came to me 
from the Imider, I saw this error and immediately 
informed my puMishers. It is pleasing to think 
that it cose the Reviewer no pains to discover it, 
as the right name stands out in the caption of 
the aitk^ which is in capital letters— JTasMMAii- 
mU§ HitionaU CMUetwnt. i., t., tfi— where 
alone he or I could have seen it 

Mistakes in names and datea— always provok- 
ing^ often ineziilicahle^-' are a fate to which all 
are liable. In a friendly, elaborate, and able 
notice of my liook, in a newspaper of high ^ar- 
acter, it is steted tliat Salem Village was the home 
of the family whidi gave General Rofos Putnam 
to ••the War of 1812;** and George Burroughs is 
called «««Ma** Burroughs. 

U is sometimes as hara to correct an error, as 
it is easy to fall into one. In pointing out my 
inadvertant mistake, the Reviewer unwittingly re- 
produces it His sentence, just quoted, ia liable 
to convey the idea that William Brattle was 
*'a merdiant of Boston.** As he has lieen kind 
enough, all through his artide, to tdl what I 
ought to have read, and seen, and done. I ven- 
ture to suggest that his sentence ought to have 
been eonstrocted thus : * * Thomas Brattle, a mer- 
*'diant of Boston, (not William, as Mr. Uijham 

aajrs.)** 

A queer fatdity seems to have attended this 
attempt to correct my error. 

A reader of th.-: JVerf A Anurieam Betiew can- 
not fdl to have noticed the manner in which the 
late Rev. Dr. Peabody, as weli as myself, b held 
up to ridicule, for havii^ called Ortton Matlier. 
"Dr.** when referring tosny thing previiius to his 
having received his Doctorate. Perha|iB we 
were ezewable. By usagc^ such honorary titles, 
ml Mtad an tM«» •>• ^IflM iHroipectiv^y, 



t«Miiiigbad[ over the life, fndefinitdy. 1%e 
dfCfpmdU ilmmeana, Eliot*s Bipgfjpkiml JNa- 
liaiMry, and cme of this last numbers of the BIs- 
torU Otnealogical Begi§Ur^ dl give that titia to 
Increase Mather, referring to a period anterior to 
its having lieen conferred upon him. The titia 
was given by the learned editor of the Mmma e km 
seUt HiaUritml OolUelimM, to Cotton Mather, te 
the caption of hia letter to Governor Dudkj. 
In the JfotAer Btpert, letters wdtten a score uf 
vears before that degree had liecn ecmferred <m 
him, are endorsed "Doctor CotUm Mather.** 
If the high authority of the Jf&ra Amerieam B§' 
tins is to estoblish it, as a litersiy canon, thai 
titlea are never to be given, except in relation to 
a period subsequent to thdr ronferaient, writen 
must, hereafter, be very careful, when cnrsorilj 
alluding to anything in the earlier Uvea cif Urn 
Dukeof Marlborough, Lord Castlereagh, theDuko 
of Wellington, Doctor PVanklhi, Doctor ChaD- 
ning, or Doctor Priertl^, to say, Mr. ChurdiiU, 
Mr. Stewart^ Mr. Wdledey, Mr. Fhmklin, Mr. 
Clianning, or Mr. Priestley. 

What renders this making of a great matter 
out of so trivid a point, by our Reviewer, amim> 
ing, as well as ridiculoua, is that he is the fint 
to tweak his own role. 

***T!a the sport to have the englatir 
''Hoist with his own petard.** 

The critic is caught by his own captioua criti- 
<'ism. In the passage, pointiiMf out the error in 
the name of Brattle, be calls him, ** at the time** 
he wrote the account of Salem witchcraft, **tlio 
''Treasurer of Harvard College.** Brattle held 
not then, and never had held, that honorable 
trust and title, though subsequently appointed 
tothedBcsL 

It is not probable that Cotton Mather will 
ever find a biographer more kind and Just than 
the late W. B. O. Peabody, whose mild and 
pleasant humor was always kept un<>r the away 
of a sweet spirit of candor and benevolence, 
and who has presented faithfully nil the good 
points and services of his subject— 5|Nirl«*e 
Amtrieam Biography^ Vol. F7. But tlie knight 
errant who has just entered the lists, brandish- 
ing his spear against all who have uttered a Utp 
against (^tton Mather, goes out of his way to 
strike at Doctor Peabody. He inserts, at the fbot 
of one of his pagea, this sneering Note: "Mr. 
" Peahodv says ; ' Little did the venerable Doe- 
"'tor think,* etc The veneraMe Doctor mm 
" twenty-nine years of age! and waa no Doctor 
" at alt** 

Let us see how the ridicule of the Revicwv 
can be parried by his own wvaponsi Indulging 
myself, for a mcmient, in his stjie, I have to aay 
that " thia Reviewer has never seen ** Woteeo> 
tfi^ Dictiocmiy, aor Wcbatai^ Dlcdonaiy, is 
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neither of which does time or a^ enter into the 
definition of r^wrtihU. Tlie iatter jfive^ the 
•ense an follows: ** Rendered sacred I>t relifrlnus 
^araociation*. or l>einjf consecrated to Go<l and 
** to his wonUiip: to he re<?arded with awe, and 
"treated with reverence." Further: "This 
** Reviewer should have l^een familiar enoiisrh 
** with the oriirinal sources of information on 
** this suhiect," to have known that it was com- 
mon, in those davs. to speak and think of snrh 
persons as Cotton Mnthfr. although not old in 
years, as ** vonerahle." All the customs, hrthits. 
idens. and sentiments of the people invested 
them with that charactpr. Their co-tnme and 
hearini; favored it. The place they filled, and 
the power they exercised, imparted awe and 
veneration, whatever their years. All that aee 
could contrihntc to command res|H»ct was an- 
ticipated and brouffht, to ^ther round the vonng 
Minister, when hands were laid upon him. at 
liis ordination, hv the title he thpuceforth 
wore, of " Eldpr." Bv his talents, learning;, 
and ambition. Cotton Mather had hecrme rec- 
Oflrnir.fxl as a "Father in the Church:" and his 
asppct. as he stood in the pulpit of "North Bos- 
**ton," fulfilled the idea of venerahleness. And 
we find thnt this very term was applied to the 
reprpsentitive centre of a consecrated family, in 
the " Attestation " to the MaqnaUn^ written hv 
John Hi^srinson. venerahle in vears, as in all 
thinirs else, in some Latin lines of his composure : 
" Venerande Matherf..'" 

In the popular eye. Cotton Mather concen- 
trated all the sacred mpmories of the srreat " de- 
"cemvirate." as Hi?erinson called it. of the 
Mathers, who had been sot apart as Ministers of 
God ; and he wasvenenible. besides, -n the asso- 
ciations coniipcted with the hallowed traditions 
of his maternal srrand-father, whose name he 
bore, John Cotton. 

An object is ft^n^rahU^ whether it be a person, 
a buildinsr. a locality, or any thinsr else, around 
which associations gather, that inspire rever-- 
ence. Asre, in itself. susrsrest« the sentiment, if 
its natural .'fleet is not marred by un worthiness: 
so does wisdom. Virtue is venerable, whatever 
the aj?e. So are all preat traits of character ; 
and so is every thinj? that brinpn^ to the mind 
consecrated thoughts and imprf>ssions. There 
was much in Mather's ancestry, name, and oflice, 
to susrarest the term, without any re^rrl what- 
ever to his years. If applied to him by the 
lieople of that day, or by a writer now, in ref- 
erence to any period of his life after entering 
the ministry and l>einsr classed with the Elders 
of the Church and the land, it was entirely le- 
gitimate and appropriate. 

While acknowledging the one error, detected 
by the Reviewer, I avail myself of the oppor- 
tniiitj to apprise thote who luTe my book 



of a probable error, not discovered by him. In 
Vol. n. p. 208, the name of " El ir^alieth. Carey * 
is given among those for whose arrest Warranta 
were issued, on the twenty-eighth of May, 16W. 
On page 238, the name *• Elirjilieth Cary " is 
again mentioned. The facts are, that Calcf, 
(;». 95,) says: •* May 24th: Mrs. Carey, of Charles- 
"town, was examined and committe<1. Her 
"husband, Mr. Nathaniel Carey, has given ac- 
" count thereof, as also o! her escape, to this ef 
" feet." He then gives a letter going into much 
inti-n*sting detail, evidently written bv her hua- 
Imnd, and signed " Jonathan Carey." Hntcb- 
ins -n {ITiUmy, it. 4^,) repeats CalePs account, 
calling the woman, " Elizal»eth. wife of Nathan- 
" iel:" and (rives the substance of her husband^ 
letter, without attempting to explain, or even 
noticing, the discrepancy as to the name of the 
husband. Not knowing what to make of it. 1 
examined the misce laneous mass of papera, in 
the Clerk's office, and found, on a small *-crip, 
the original Complaint, on which the Warrant 
was issne<l. It is the only paper, relating to 
the case, in existence, or at least to l>e found 
here. In it, the woman is descrilied as " Eliza- 
" l>eth. the wife of Capt Nathaniel Carey of 
" Charlestown, mariner.'' This seemed to set- 
tle it and I let it pass, without attempting to 
explain how *' Jonathan Carey" came to appear 
ns the husband of the woman, in the leter 
signed by that name. I am now quite convinced 
«hat, in th<s case, I was misled, together with 
Calef and Hutchinson, by paying too much re- 
gard to " original sources." I am satisfied that 
t)ie authority of the letter of "Jonathan C-trey,** 
must stand ; that the woman was his wife, '* Hao- 
" nah ; " and th&t the error is in the original 
" Complaint," here on file. 

The facts, probably, were, that, it being ru- 
mored in Charlestown that a Mrs. Carey was 
"cried out upon, "without its being known 
which Mrs. Carey it was, Jonathan, determined 
to meet the matter at the threshohl. took his wife 
directly to the spot. He arrived at Salem Vil- 
lage, in the midst of a great excitement, bring- 
ing together a crowd of people, half crazed 
under the terrors of the hour. Nobody knew 
him, which would not have been so likely to 
have been the case with his brother, Nathaniel, 
who was a more conspicuous character. He 
could find no one he knew, except Mr. Hale, 
who was formerly a Charlestown man, and whom 
he soon lost in the confusion of the scene. The 
accusing girls were on the look ont, and notic- 
ing these two strangers, enquired their names, 
and were told, Mr, and Jfr§, Carey, They had 
been crying out upon JSliwaheth Carey^ and 
thinking f hey had her, informed Thomas Pnt- 
nam and Benjamin* Hutchinson, two wnaaM 
perfectly deluded by them, who instantly draw 
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ap the Complaint In the horrf mhI horrocB of 
the moment, the error in tlie nnmes was moI <It»> 
covered : Jonathan and Bannmk wefe vent Ibrth- 
with to prison, from which they broke, and es- 
caped to New York. The giris, thinking they 
liad got J/r«. Efizalteth Cnrey in prison, said no 
more alM>ut it. Ah Jonathan snd his wife wetv 
Mife, an<l lieyond reach, the wliole mutter drop- 
lied out of the pnlilic mind ; and Mrs. Eliza- 
lieth remnined undi^turherl. This is thi* ooIt 
way in which I can account fcMr the utmnii^ in- 
congruity of the statements, as fiHiml in tlie 
** Complaint,*" Calcf. and Hutchinson. Tlie let- 
ter of Jonatiiiin Carey is decisiye <»f tlie point 
that it was *^* Hannah,** his wife, tlMt was ar- 
rested, and e««ipcd. The error is Calcf was 
not discovered by him. as his hook was printed 
in London ; and* under the general dispo -ition 
to let the subject pass into ohliTion, if possible, 
no exphiniition whs ever given. 

I cannot let the letter of Jonatlian Carey pasM, 
without calling to n 'tic-e his statement that, 
upon reaching New York, they found ** His £x- 
^ oeliency, Benjamin Fletcher, E-q. veiy coar- 
^'teous** to them. Whatever multiplies pi -as- 
ant historical ri'iuiniscences and bonds of asso- 
ciation betwe«*n different States, ought to be 
gatliered np an<l kept fresh in tlie mimls of all. 
Tiiefact that when Massachusetts was suffering 
from a fiery and bloody, but brief, persecution 
by its own Government, New York opened so 
kind and secure u shelter for those fortunate 
enough to esca)>e to it, ought to lie forever lield 
in grateful remembrance by the |ieoplei^die 
old Bay State, and constitutes a part of the his- 
tory of I he Empiie State, of which 8*ie ma? well 
he proud. If tli«{ historians and antiqu^ines of 
the latter State can find any tr ces, in tlieir mu- 
nicipal or other archives, or in any quarter, of 
the refuge which the Carevs and othiers found 
among tliem, in 1692, tliey would be welcome 
contnbutions to our history, and strengtlien tlie 
bonds of friendly union. 

The Reviewer secius to i niagine that, by a stroke 
of his pen, he can, at any time, make history. 
Referring to Governor Winthrop, in connection 
with the case of Mar^rt't Jones, forty -two years 
liefore, he says that he ** presided at lier Trial ; 
^ signed her Death-warrant ; and wrot? the le- 
** port of the case in his journal.** The fact 
that, in his private journal, he has a paragraph 
relating. to it, hardly justifies the expression 
** wrote the report of the case.** Wliere did he, 
our Reviewer, find authority for the po-itive 
statement that Winthrop **si.:ned the I>eatli- 
** warrant T* We have no information, I think, 
as to the use of Death-warrants, as we under- 
stand such documents to be, in those days; 
nnd especially are we ignorant as to the ofllicial 

rhQ WW «iid signed the Order foe tk^ esaev- 



tioBofa capital convict. SirWDliam Pliiptf 
although present, did not Afgn, the Death-war- 
rant of Bridget Bishop. 

The Reviewer expresses, over and over again, 
his great surprise at the view given in my book 
of Cotton Mather*s connection with Salem 
witchcraft. It is quite noticeable that hb lan- 
guage, to this effect, wa^ echoed through thai 
portion of the Press eommitted to hi* state- 
ments. My sentiments were spoken of as " nii^ 
** prising errors.** Wliat I had said was, as I hav« 
«liown, a mere continuation of an ever-re^vnd 
opinicm ; and it was singulur that it gave todi 
a widespread simultaneous sfa^ick of ** surprise.** 
But that shock went all around. I was tar- 
prised at their surprise ; and may be allowed, 
aa well as the Reviewer, tn express and explain 
that sensation. It was awakened deeply and for- 
cilily by the whole tenor of his article. He was 
the first reader of my book, it having been Itar- 
nished him by the Publishers before going to 
the binder. He wr«>te an elalwrate, extcMed, 
and friendly notice of it, in a leading paper of 
New York city, kindly calling it ** a monumcBl 
^of historical and antiquarian research ;**** o 
** narrative as fascinating as the latest novd;** 
and concluding thus: '^Mr. Upham deserves the 
** thanks of the many persons interested in 
^ psydiological inquiries, for the minute detaila 
he Ims ^gi ven of tliese transactiona ** Some crit- 
icisms were suggested, in reference to matters of 
form in the work ; hut not cne word was mid mhmil 
C0U0H Mather, The change that has eome 
over the spirit of his dream is ro«>re than tor- 
priaing. 

The reference, in the foregoing ci atioo, to 
** psychological enquiries,** suggests to me to al- 
lude, before closing, to remarks made by sone 
other critics. I did not go into the discnasion, 
with any particularity, of the oonnec-tioo, if any, 
betw(>en the witchcraft developments of lOM 
and modem spiritualism, in any of its fonm^ A 
foir and candid writer observes that ^ tlie focte 
** and occurences,** as I state them, involve dif- 
I ficnlties which I ** have not solved. There are 
** depths,** he continues, ** in this melancholy cp- 
^ isode, which his plummet has not sounded, by 
^ a great deal.** Tliis is perfectly true. 

With a full conviction that the events and 
circumstances I was endeavoring to relate, af- 
forded more mati*rial for suggestions, in refer- 
ence to the mysteries of our spiritual natnrei 
than any other chapter in history, I carefhUy 
abstained, with the exception of a few caution- 
ary considerations hinting at the difficoHifls 
that encompass the subject, from attempting to 
follow facta to conclusions, in that direction. 
Hy sole oliject was to bring to view, as trath* 
folly, thoroughly, and minately, as I coold, the 
phenomeps S[ the case, as b^whistoriesl foelii 



ftom which othen were left to make thdr own 
dedactiont. This was the extent of tbe •enrice 
I desired to render, in aid of snch at may at- 
tempt to advance the boundaries of the spirit- 
aal department of science. I was content, and 
careful, to st t my stei^s. Feeling that the sto- 
ry I was telling led me aloni; the outer edge of 
what is now kno\vle<lge — that I was treading 
tbe shores of the ulthna TMvls^ of the yet dis- 
ooTered world of truth — I dad. not venture up- 
on the ocean beyond. My only hope was to 
aflord some data to guide the course of those 
who may attempt to traverse it. Other hands 
are to drop the plummet into its depths, and 
other voyagers feel their way over its surface to 
continents that are waiting, as did thb Western 
Hemisphere, for ases upon ages, to be revealed. 
The belief that fields of science may yet be 
reached, by exploring the connection* lietween 
the corporeal and spiritual spheres of our I eing, 
in which explorations the facts presented in the 
witchcraft Delusion may be serviceable, sugge-^t- 
ed one of the motives that led me to deilicate 
my volumes to the Professor of Physiology in 
Harvard University. 

The Reviewer concludes his article by saying 
that the ** History of Sa^em witchcraft is as yet 
'* unwritten,** but. that I must write it ; and he 
tells me how to write it He advises a more 
concise form, although his whole article consists 
of complaints because I avoided discussions 
and con<lensed documents, which, if fully gone 
into and spread out at length, would have swell- 
ed the dimensions of the work, as well a« broken 
the thread of the narrative. It must l*e borne 
in mind, that a reader can only be held to the 
line of a subject, by an occasional retrospec- 
tion and reiteration of what must be constantly 
kept in view. The traveler needs ^t cortaiti 
points and suitable stnges, to turn and survey 
the ground over which he hai pnssed. A con- 
densation that would strike out such recapitu- 
lations and repetitions, might impair the effect 
of a work of any kind, particularly, of one em- 
bracing co-nplicated materials. 

The Reviewer says that, •* by all means, I must 
" give references to authorities.** when I quote. 
This, as a general thing, is good advice. But it 
must be rememticred that my work eonsiftts of 
three division*. The History of Salem Village 
constitutes the First. Tliis is drawn, almost whol- 
ly, from papers in the offices of registry, and from 
judicial files of the Countv, to which references 
would be of little use, and serve only to cumber 
and deform the pages. Everything'can be ver- 
ified by inspection of the originals, and not oth- 
erwise. The Second Part is a cnrsory, general, 
abbreviated sketch or survey of the history of 
opinions, not designed as an Aatb^tative trea- 
liM fhr ^Mdal ttadcntSi bat to preptra the 



reader for the Third Part, the antboritici for 
which are, almost wholly, Court files. 

As to the remaining suggestion, that I most 
divide the work into Clinpters. with headings, 
there is something to lie said. When the nature 
of an historical work admits nf its being invest- 
ed with a dramatic interest — and all history it 
cnp:ible, more or less, of having that attraction — 
where minute details can fill up the whole out- 
line of characters, events, and scenes, all bear- 
ing the impress of truth and certainty, real 
history, being ofti n stranger than fiction, may 
lie. and ought to lie, so written as to bring to 
bear upon the reader, the charm, and work the 
spell, of what is called romance. The same so- 
licitude, suspense, and sensibilities, which tbe 
parties, described, exrerienced, ran l»e imparted 
to the reader; and his feelings and affections 
keep pace with the developments of the story, 
as they arise, with the progress of time and 
events. Headings to Clinpters, in historical 
works, capable of this dramatic element, would 
l)e as out of place, and aft much mar i nd <>feat 
the effect, as in a novel. 

As for division into Chapters. This was much 
thought of and desired ; but the nature of tbe 
subject presented obstacles that seem insur- 
mountable. One topic necessarily nn into, or 
over lapped, another. No chronologicad onity, 
if the work had been thus cut up, could have 
been preserved ; and much of the ground woold 
have had to be gone over and over again. Ex- 
aminations, Trials, Executions were, often, ell 
going on at once. 

There is danger of a diminution of tbe con- 
tinuous interest of some works, thus severed 
into fragments. There are, indeed, animals that 
will bear to be chopped up indefinitely, and 
each parcel retain its life : not so with othov. 
The most important of all documents have suf- 
fered injury, not to be calculated, in their ati- 
tractiveness and impreseiTt ness, by being divid- 
e<l into Chapter and Verse, in many instances 
without reference to the unity of topics, or co- 
herence of passages; dislocating the frame of 
narratives, and breaking the structure of sen- 
tences. We all know to what a ridiculone 
extent this practice was, for u long period, ce- 
ried in Sermons, which were ** divideii *" to e 
degree of artificial and elaborate dissection in- 
to '* heads.** that tasked to the utmost the in- 
genuity of the pn-acher, and ovenvhehned tbe 
discernment and memory of the hearer. He, In 
fact, was thouglit the ablest sermonizer, who 
could stretch the longest string of divisions, up 
to the ** nineteenthly, ** and beyond. This fash- 
ion has a prominent place aw.ong The Graunis 
mnd Oetashti$ ^f thi Contempt of <JU CUr^ 
and Mif/Um^ by John Eacbard, D. D^ » 
woA niihliabiid in T.^wmI«m near tbe coBUnetto^ 



ment of the iMt ccntiiry— one of the few IkioIu, 
like C«1et*8, which have turned the tide, sad ar- 
rested the follies of their timet. Id bold, free, 
forcible satire, Eachard*fl book stands aloae. 
Founded on great learning, inspired bj fpenuiiie 
wit, its style is plain even to homdinca^ It 
struck at the highest, and was felt and appted- 
ated by the lowest. It rrf'onned the pulpit, sim- 
plified' the literature, eradicated absurdities «if 
diction and construction, and remoTcd many of 
the ecclesiactic abuses, of its day. No work of 
the kind ever met with a more enthusiastic re- 
ception. I quote from the Eleventh Editloii. 
pnnted in 1705: ^ We must oljsenre, that there 
*Msa gieat difference in texts. For all texts 
**come not ao^under. alike; for sometimes tbc 
** words naturally fell asunder; sometimes they 
^*drop asunder; v^metimes they melt; some- 
^ times they untwist; and there be some woids 
^ so willing to be parted, that they divide tbem- 
"' selves, to the great ea=e and rejoicing of the 
«* Minister. But if they will not easily come in 
** pieces, then he falls to hacking and hewing, 
** as if he would make all fly mto ahiveia. The 
** truth of it i^, I have known, now and then, 
**some knotty texts, that have been divided 
** seven or eight times over, before tliey cook) 
*'make them split handsomely, according to 
•* their mind.** 

An apohigy to those critics who have com- 
plained of my not dividing my book into Chap- 
<ers, is found in the foregoing passage. I tried 
to do it, but found it a ** knotty** sulject, aiMl, 
like the texts Eachard speaks of, ** would not 
** easily come in pit ces.** With all my efforts, it 
it ( oufd not be made to ** split handsomely.** 

This, and nil other suggestions of criticism, 
are gratefully n*ceived and respectfully coo- 
siden*d. But, after all, it will not tie well to 
establish any canons, to be, in all cases, impli- 
citly olieyed, by all writers. Much must be left 
to individual Judgment. Regard must be had 
to the nature of subjects. Instead of servile 
uniformity, variety and diversity must be en- 
counigcd. In this way, only, canVe have a free. 
natural, living literalure. 

In passing, I would say, that in meeting the 
demand made upon me by the Reviewer, to re- 
write the history of Salem witchcraft, I »hal1 
avail myself of the opportunity to correct the 
single error he has mentioned. In a re-isane of 
the work, I shall endeavor to make it as accu- 
rate as possible. Anything that is found to be 
wrong shall be rectified. The work, in the dif- 
ferent forms in which it was published. Is nearly 
out of print. When issued again. It will be in 
a kta costly style and more within the reach of 
all. From the result of my own ccmtlnned re- 
•earchca and the suggestloiit of othCTi, I fed 
iaeUiied to the oplnioii t' 



alter»tioM will be made; and that ml 
editions, will not impair the authoritv or vahw 
of the work, as originally publlahed. n 18t7. 

In pre|Miring the statement, now biooglil to m 
dose, the only t^bject has been to get at, aad 
present, the real facts of histoiy. Notlda|L 
morriy personal, affectiag the writer ia the Jfertt 
American Betiew or mywlf, can be oonaidmd aa 
of cumparative mcHnent. Many of the cimea- 
aiona used by that writer, aa to What I have 
**aeen**or ** read ** and thelike, ai«^ H maatlieeoii- 
frased, rather peculiar; bat of veir little iatar* 
est to the public. Any notioe, taken of thf, 
haa lieen inddenUl, and aoch at aataral^ mnm 
In the treatment of the Mbjeci. 

In parting with the reader, I vcntaia to te 
further to tax hia patience, aa to aak to tdte a 
retrospective glance, together, over the 
of the road we have travelled. 

In connection with some prdimlnaiy oli 
tloDB, the firrt step in the argument waa to show 
the rebtion of the Mathem, father and ioa, ti» 
the soperBtitions of their times calrnhMtng te the 
Witdicraft Ddusion of 1692, and thdr share of 
respondbility therefor. The sevetal fucc eadf 
stages of the discussion were at followa:— Tta 
connection of Cotton Mather with alleged cbno 
of Witchcraft in the family of John Goodwin of 
Boston, in 1688 ; and aaid Goodwhi*a certHkalaa 
disfMapd of: Matlier*a idea of Witchcnrft, as m 
war waged by the Devil against the Cbnrck ; aad 
hia use of prayer: The connection b e t wee n tka 
rase^ at Boston in 1688, and at Salem la ItiS; 
The relation of the Mathtrs to the Oove ramiwl 
of Msfvachnsetts, in 1692: The arrival of 8lr 
WillUm Pliips : tlie impression madts opon Uai 
by those whom he first met; his kttcr to tta 
CifiTemment in England : Tlie circnmstanera 9$r 
tendmg the establishment of the Special Opwt 
of Oyer and Terminer, and the prrdf^tanee wilk 
which it was put into ofieratioa : Its proeeedlngi* 
conducted by |>erBons in the interest of the M^m* 
ers : SfNictnd Tertimony ; and the extent to wMck 
it was authorized by them to be received al tta 
Triala, aa affording grounds of enqmry and nMi- 
ter of presumption : LHter of Cotton Mather tn 
one of the Judges: Tlie Advke of the "* 
tera: Ci*tton Mather*s prubalile plan for i 
with s))cctral evidence: Hbviewa on thai 
ject, as gathered fn>m hia writings and dedam- 
ti«ms: The question of his connection with tka 
Examinationa before the Magistrates: His cob* 
nection with the Trials and Execnticma: His Ex- 
port c»f five of tlie Trials: His liook entitled fie 
WMMf<r« o/tkn Jn9isibl0 WtU; Hs design; tka 
drcumstancea attending ita preparation for tka 
press; and the views, feelings, uid expcclatiaaa 
of its author, exhiliited hi extracts frnm k: fe- 
crease Mather*a Coset •/ C^tdenmt The an* 
pvndonnltha Cowl of Oyer aad TmahMi^ f|r 
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Sir WiHimm Phi|»: ColUm Mather^t views Mil 
quent to 1692, u ir^thetvcl fruiii his writin}(M. 
In tnivemoc tlie ficlcl thus marked oat. I vuU 
mit that it has liecoiiu- dumon^tmu'd tliat, whde 
Cv'ttoD Mather |inifvs^c<l Cdiicurrencc in tlh.*! ^*n- 
erally-received judpiient of iti^rtuin tvritcisaipiinst 
the reception of s|M^irHl evidence, Ik' a|>|iroved 
of tlie in.*inner in which it Um\ l»eeD received by 
tlie Judges, at tlie Salem Trials, and eulogized 
them throui^hour, from the l>eginnin;r to the «*nd 
of the piosecutions. and ever after. He vindi- 
cated, as a ^nend principle, the admi»Mi»iH of 
that s|>ecicM of tcHtiinun.v, tm the ;^mnd of its 
being a sufti<*icnt Uisis of enquiry and presam|>- 
ticm, ami n;*eding imly some additional evidence, 
— ^his own Re|N»rt ami pa|)er8 <m file show Ihiw lit- 
tle was requinxl — 1< justify ctHivictioo and execu- 
tion. This has lieen proved, at large, by an ex- 
amination of his writings and actions, and is 
fully admitted by him, in varicms fonns of lan- 
gua^^e, on scverul occasions — substantially, in his 
statement, that SixKrtral Tes^timony was the 
••chief ground upon which *' divers" were 
condemned and executed, and, explicitly, in his 
letter to Foster, in which he says that ** nt vvry 
*• gpreat use is to lie made *' of it, in the mannci 
and to the extent just mentioned ; and that, when 
th'is used, the *' UJ^e for whi<:h the Great Ood in* 
* * tended it, ^ wil 1 1 )c made. In tlie same iMusage, 
he commends the Judges for having admitted it; 
and declares they had the divine blessing there- 
upon, inasmuch a^ **God strangely sent 4)ther 
** convincing testimony," to corrolnmite. and 
thereby render it sufficient to oimvict. In his Ad- 
duce to the GJenend Ass^embly, years afterward, 
he fully admits that the Judges, in 1692, whose 
course he applauded at the time, allowed |)er8ons 
to l»e adjurl^ed guilty, ** merely l»ecaiise" of 
Spectral Testimony. 

My main pur|)ose and duty, in pre|mring this 
article, have l>een to dlspnive the alisolute and 
unlimited assertions made by the contrilMititr to 
the North A meriean R^tiew, that Cotton Mather 
was opiKiscd to the admiuhn of Spectral Evi- 
dence; *' denounced it as ill(*gal, unchiiritable, 
•• and cruel ;" and •* ever testifinl against it, Ixrth 
•• publicly and privately ; " and that the Adeice 
of the MiitisUtr; drawn up by him, ** was t<!ry 
•* tpeeifle in excluding S|)ectral Testimony." 

It has been thought pro|)cr, also, to vindicate 
the truth of hist(»ry against the statements of this 
Reviewer, on some other |H>ints: as, for instance, 
by showing that the opiniim «>f Cotton Mather's 
particni^ir res|H>nsibi1ity for tlie Witchcraft Tra- 
gedy, instead of originating with roc. was held 
at the time, at home and abroad, and has ctmie 
down, thniugh an unbniken series of the m«i8t 
accredited writers, to our day.; and that the in- 
fluence of the Mathers never n'covercd from the 
•hock giveo it, by the calaitropbe of t999« 



The apohigy for tlie gnmt length of this article 
is, that the high authority juntly accorded to the 
North America n Review. au«nande(l, in c<mtn»- 
verting any |Kisiti«»n taken in its columns, a 
tlitmiugh and patient investigation, and tlie pro- 
duction, in full, of the documents l>elonging to 
the question. It has further lM*cn necessary, in 
order to get at the iiredominating tendency and 
iiii|>ort of Cott«m Matlier*s w^ritings, to cite them, 
in exteiidetl quotations and numcnnis extracts. 
To avoid the errtw into whic:h the Reviewer has 
fallen, the peculiarity of Matlier*s style must be 
liome in mind. OpiMnite drifts of expression 
appear in different writings and in different 
imrtsof the same writing ; and, not infrequently, 
the clauses of the same pa-ss-ige have ctmtrary 
liearings. He often imltere, with himself as well 
as others, in a double sen<H*. 

Quotations, to any amimiit, fniin the writings 
of either of the Mathers, of p:unage8 having the 
appearance of i\\^' »iiiit«Mi nuting siKsctml evi- 
dence, can l»e of no avail in Miistaining the puai- 
tion^ taken by the Heviewer. because they a«« 
qualified by the adinif^iim, that evidence of that 
sort might and oii^ht, notwithstanding, to he re-, 
ceived as a biutis for enquiry and gniund of pre- 
sumption, and, if supported by other ordinary tear 
timony, was Kutiicieiit for conviction. That other 
te!«timony, when adduced, was. as reiiresented by 
Mather, clothed with a divine authority ; haTing, 
as he says, \reen supplied by a s|xscial Pnividenoe. 
and lieen justly regarded, by the **exoelIeiit 
** Judges," as •• an enctmraging presence of Ood, 
"stningcly sent in." It could, indeed. In the 
then state of tlie public mind, always be readily 
obtained. No matter how small in quantity or 
utterly irrelevant, it wa« sufficient for convic&oii, 
cimitng after the Sjiectral Evidence, Tomlndt 
thns sulnlued and overwhelmed with *'awi^** 
trifles light as air were confirmation stronff. 

It is to be presumed that his warmest admirBra 
would not think of comparing Cotton Mather 
with his tmnssitlantic correspondent and coadju- 
tor, as to forci! of character, |Kiwer of mind, «ir 
the inond and religious value of their writinga. 
Yet there were some striking similarities between 
them. Tliey were men of undoubted genius and 
great learning. They were all their liTes awake 
to whatever was going on around them. Earn- 
estly interested, and actively engaging, in all 
questions of theology and government, they holh 
nislunl forthwith and inccmtinently to the prem, 
until their publications l>ecaine tcni volundnow 
and numerous to U' patiently read or eafdly 
connted. Of course, what they |>rinted was im- 
Imed with the changing a^fiocts of the qaestions 
they handled and open to the imputation of in- 
consistency, of which Baxter was generaHy dii- 
regardful and Hither mostly nooooidaaiL 

Sir Roger Ii^Ettrange was one of tbe |p«a| 
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wits and MUiriiiU of hb ii|9e. IlSbi style WMt mugb 
and reckle^. A ▼ehptncnt nnA fi<*rc« o|)liolder of 
the doctrinen <>f ariiitmry giivemineiit, lie whs 
knightfd by Jhrk^ the flcoiMid. IIm cimtniver- 
rial writings, hsTingall theattractionaof anami- 
|>nlou8 inTectiTe and homely tint cutting SHrcaMn, 
were much |>atronized by the Krf*at, and extm- 
friTely read by the |)eople. All NonoonfomitHtfi 
and Diarientere were tlie objects of liia coane 
abtiM^ He iesood an ingenious |Mm|ih1et with 
this title : Tke CasuiH utteased ; in m Dialogue 
hHwixt Richard and Baxter^ Mk • moderator 
between them, for quietneee eate,^ Tlie two dis- 
|>afants range over a variety of subjects, and are 
qnite Teliement against eadi other; the Modera- 
tor interiHning to keep thetn to the point, pre- 
senre order In the deflate, and, as occasion re- 
quired, redoce them to ''qniffBcw.** At OBt 



stag* of the altercation, he ezdaimed: ''If hi 
** Angel from Heaven, I peroeWe, were empk^vd 
*' to liring yon two to an agreement, he shtmld loae 
** his InlMir.** Great wastfeamoscment of all class 
es to find that the language uttered hy the coni- 
batantK, on each side, was taken from one or 
another of writings |>nb1ii>lRd by Kidiaid Baxter, 
during his diTcrritled oontroTfiitial life. 

H any skilful and painstaking humorist of 
our day, should feel so disp«ised, he might, hy 
wading through tlicsea of Cotton llather*s writ- 
ings, pick up material enough for the porpoae; 
aim , by cutting in halves paragraphs and sentcnea^ 
cntiTtain us in the same way, by giving to the 
public, through the Press, ** A Didlogvo hiimiH 
*'CoTTOK and Mather. istfA • ModtrmUr W- 

twoen tkom/or fui§imm adbn** 
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